
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 17, 2018 
Title:  The Radical Gospel 
Text:  Titus 1:1-4 
Theme: Just as we were in ADAM, so also we now are in CHRIST. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“This is a short epistle, but it contains such a quintessence of Christian doctrine, and is composed 
in such a masterly manner, that it contains all that is needful for Christian knowledge and life.”1 
—Martin Luther 
 
THE SONG 
“The letter’s theme is the unbreakable link between faith and practice. This truth is the basis 
for Paul’s criticism of false teaching, his instruction in Christian living, and standards he sets for 
church leaders.”2 
 
“The two words ‘wholistic’ and ‘holistic’ have very different meanings, but there is some 
confusion and they are often used in an incorrect manner. The two words have very distinct 
meanings though somewhat similar in definition. Wholistic refers to the whole, a whole item or 
whole body of a person or thing. The word defines the consideration of the entire structure or 

makeup, which includes the body, mind 
and the spirit in the case of a human 
being. The word holistic is connected to 
holism, which focuses on the total entity 
and the interdependence of the diverse 
parts of this totality. Holistic has to do 

with the healing systems that are considered alternative like homeopathy and Ayurveda that 
deal with the human body as an interconnected whole.”3 
 
BIG PICTURE: 
 

 Instructions for godliness in the Church (1 [appoint]) 

 Instructions for godliness in the Home (2 [teach]) 

 Instructions for godliness in the World (3 [remind])4 
 
OUTLINE 
Paul’s Position ([as a servant and an apostle] v. 1a) 
Paul’s Mission ([toward the elect and their sanctification] v. 1b) 
Paul’s Motivation ([in hope] vv. 2-3) 
Paul’s Benediction ([a common faith] v. 4) 
 

1. What is the author’s structure of this passage? Please a) show sections with verse references, 

b) state the author’s emphasis, and c) explain what strategies you used to see this structure. 
  

Truth

•1:1

Godliness

•1:1

Eternal Life

•1:2

Preach

•1:3
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I. 1Paul, [from whom] 
 
His position / Office / status 
 
POSITION why? 

As a bondservant; one who willingly surrenders themselves to the oversight of another. 
As an apostle; he comes with a commission [entrusted] and delegated authority. 
 
In order to establish his authority he postures himself as a servant and an apostle. Why?  Because 
everywhere he went preaching the gospel, those who either opposed him or taught a different 
gospel confronted him. 
 

A. Paul’s role as servant and apostle 
 

a servant of God and  
 
“The word does not bear the connotation of a free individual serving another. BDAG notes 
that ‘‘servant’ for ‘slave’ is largely confined to Biblical transl. and early American times…in 
normal usage at the present time the two words are carefully distinguished” (BDAG 260 s.v.). 
The most accurate translation is “bondservant” (sometimes found in the ASV for δοῦλος), in that 
it often indicates one who sells himself into slavery to another. But as this is archaic, few today 
understand its force. Undoubtedly the background for the concept of being the Lord’s slave or 
servant is to be found in the Old Testament scriptures. For a Jew this concept did not connote 

drudgery, but honor and privilege. It was used of national Israel at times (Isa 43:10), but was 
especially associated with famous OT personalities, including such great men as Moses (Josh 
14:7), David (Ps 89:3; cf. 2 Sam 7:5, 8) and Elijah (2 Kgs 10:10); all these men were “servants (or 
slaves) of the Lord.’”5 
 

an apostle of Jesus Christ, [what is he] 
 
His Mission / purpose 
 
MISSION to what end? 

 To bring the gospel to God’s elect 

 To help them understand how the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
 

 You cannot have the one without the other. They are interdependent, but not equal acts. 
The one produces the other. They cannot be separated or reversed. 

 Why would we think our MISSION is different from the apostles? 
 

 Not only are we to push the gospel outward in EVANGELISM [for the sake of the 
elect] . . . but we are equally to push the gospel inward in EDIFICATION [leads to 
godliness]. 
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B. Paul’s responsibilities as servant and apostle 
 
Two reasons are offered as to why Paul is both a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
 

1. [First] for the sake of the faith of God’s elect  
[Why is he this? – two reasons are offered – in order that they might be saved] 

 
“According to the faith of God’s elect.—The English version here entirely fails to give the 
meaning of the Greek preposition. The rendering should be, ‘for (the furtherance of) the faith,’ 
or, in other words, ‘the object of my (Paul’s) apostleship was, that through my instrumentality 
the chosen of God should believe.’”6 
 

2. and [Second] their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, 
[1) the order must be maintained AND 2) the two cannot be separated – in 
order that they might be sanctified; these two idea {i.e. saved and sanctified} 
are not two separated ideas, but one idea with two faces] 

 
“Here the further purpose of St. Paul’s apostleship is specified. St. Paul was appointed an 
Apostle that through him the elect of God might believe and heed ‘the truth’—that truth, the 
knowledge of which produces as its fruit in the individual a holy, useful life.”7 
 
“These two verses contain the sum of Christianity [emphasis added], which Titus was always 
to have in his eye.”8 
 
There appears to be an intentional appeal to one’s initial justification and their ongoing 
sanctification. Both are the “same, but different.” You cannot have the one without the other. 
They are interdependent, but not equal acts. The one produces the other. They cannot be 
separated or reversed. 
 
His Motivation 
 
MOTIVATION 
Just as you and I are totally depraved in Adam, so also are you and I totally delivered in 
Christ. 
 
DEPRAVED 
Radical corruption means that the fall from our original state has affected us not simply at the 
borders of our existence. It is not something that merely taints an otherwise good personality; 
rather, it is that the corruption goes to the root or core of our humanity, and it affects every part 
of our character and being. The effect of this corruption reaches our minds, our hearts, our souls, 
our bodies — indeed, the whole person.  
 

Just as [in Adam] . . .  
. . . So also [in Christ] 
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DELIVERED 
Radical deliverance means that the person and work of Jesus affects us not simply at the borders 
of our existence. It is not something that merely taints an otherwise bad personality; rather, it is 
that the gospel goes to the root or core of our humanity, and it affects every part of our character 
and being. The effect of this gospel reaches our minds, our hearts, our souls, and our bodies— 
indeed, our entire person.  
 
MOTIVATION 

 This holistic approach to the gospel drove Paul as a servant and an apostle to PREACH 

THE WORD! 
 

 This is that WORD. Your corruption is so pervasive that YOU CAN’T. But God is so 
gracious and powerful that HE CAN. And Jesus is so infinite and loving that HE DID. 

 And to this the apostle was called. 

 This is what God entrusted to him. 
 

 The assurance of fulfillment rests on the very character of God. He cannot lie! 
 

 Two things are true. 

 The promise of God is ancient. 

 The purpose of preaching is pressing. 
 

 These two ideas are intertwined.  
 

 What God determines;  
o we declare.  

 What God promises;  
o we proclaim.  

 
1 Thess. 5:23, 24 

 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who 

calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 
A COMMON FAITH 

 A truth producing godliness 

 A certainty of eternal life 

 A part of an ancient promise 

 A promise filled preaching 

 A peace producing grace 
 

3. 2 in hope of eternal life, [summary statement of the above; future] 
which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began [past] 
3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching 
[present] 
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a. The promise of God [is life eternal] 

 
The assurance of fulfillment rests on the very character of God. He cannot lie! I know whom I 
have believed in and am confident as to the outcome. Such assurance does not rest in my 
performance, but in His. Such confidence and rest is not found in my emotional state or 
hormonal imbalance, but in the full and final working of God. 
 

b. The purpose of preaching [is to declare eternal life / responsibility] 
 
These two ideas are intertwined. What God determines, we declare. God promises; we 
proclaim. God gives; we go. 
 
“The Greek text emphasizes the contrast between vv. 2b and 3a: God promised this long ago but 
now has revealed it in his own time.”9 
 
“’the promise here referred to is that which God made to Adam and Eve, and their posterity, 
at the fall, when in passing sentence on the serpent, he said of the seed of the woman, It shall 
bruise thy head. The same promise was renewed in the covenant with Abraham: In thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” That this included a promise of eternal life to all 
believers has frequently been shown.’”10 
 
“The connection of the preceding clauses with these words has been well summed up: ‘The 
Apostle’s calling had for its object the faith of the elect and the knowledge of the truth; and 
the basis on which all this rested was the hope of eternal life.’”11 
 

with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior;  
[Paul became a servant and apostle when God entrusted to him the gospel] 

 
“Second, Paul viewed this message and its proclamation as a treasure with which he was 
entrusted. ‘Entrusted’ is the verb pisteuo, ‘to believe, entrust.’ Here, it is in the passive voice 
meaning ‘to be entrusted with something’ (i.e., the privilege and responsibility to proclaim the 
message). The concept of proclaiming the message as a trust is a truth the apostle speaks of on 
several occasions with regard to himself and to Timothy.  

 To Timothy he wrote, ‘O Timothy, protect what has been entrusted to you’ (1 Tim. 6:20). 
The term used here is the noun paratheke, ‘a deposit entrusted to another.’ In the New 
Testament, it is always used with the verb phylasso, ‘guard, protect,’ and it is always 
used in connection with our spiritual heritage or the message of the Word of God (see 
also 2 Tim. 1:14).  

 In 2 Timothy 1:12, using the same Greek term, Paul refers to what has been entrusted to 
him, ‘…and I am convinced that he is able to protect until that day what has been 
entrusted to me.’ 

Here in Titus, the apostle becomes an example to Titus, to the Cretans, and to us. The message 
of the Savior is a deposit given to us for safekeeping, but it is not to be hidden in a safe-deposit 
box, but proclaimed and shared with others.”12 
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Paul was confident of God’s calling on his life. That calling cost Paul something, but it is 
something he gladly submitted under. 
 

II. 4To Titus, [to whom] 
A. my true child in a common faith: [what is he] 
B. Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  

[opening standard greeting] 
 
BENEDICTION 
Grace and peace are routine and familiar and because of this we often lose sight of what is 
happening. All of God’s dealings with me are gracious and all of God’s gracious dealings result 
in my peace.  God is always inviting me to accept what I cannot understand and trust whom I 
cannot see, knowing He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

 It is the radical corruption of humanity and the radical character of God that drives us 
to proclaim a gospel of promise. 

 There is so much dysfunction, disease, and depression in our world. Only in the person 
and work of Jesus do we find wholeness, healing, and hope in this life and in the life to 
come. 

 
THIS IS WHY. . .  

This is why we are to push the gospel outward in EVANGELISM [for the sake of the elect], 
and . . .  
. . . This is why we are to push the gospel inward in EDIFICATION [leads to godliness]. 
 
“Grace is the free favor of God, and acceptance with him. Peace is the effect and fruit of mercy. 
Peace with God through Christ who is our Peace, and with the creatures and ourselves. Grace 
is the fountain of all blessings. Peace, and all good, spring out of this.”13 
 
“Paul never changes the order of these blessings; it is first grace, the unmerited favor of God 
that is so completely personalized and epitomized in the Christ (see 2:11f), and then peace.  Peace 
in all the various ways it is portrayed in the New Testament comes only after one has responded 
by faith to the grace of God as revealed in Christ.”14 
 
Grace and peace are routine and familiar and because of this we often lose sight of what is 
happening. All of God’s dealings with me are gracious and all of God’s gracious dealings result 
in my peace. 
 
God is always inviting me to accept what I cannot understand and trust whom I cannot see 
knowing He is too wise to make a mistake and too loving to be unkind. 
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Author’s Emphasis: 
The gospel God entrusted to Paul is radical and engulfs the entirety of the individual. No part 
is left the same or untouched. 
 
Author’s Strategies: 
The paragraph is pretty much straight forward. It identifies from whom and to whom. There is 
a note struck as to content and a concluding benediction. 
 

2. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage? Answer this question using a) 

the literary context (the passages on either side), b) the historical context (circumstances and 
culture of the audience), and c) the biblical context (connections to other places in the Bible). 
 

Literary Context: 
This is the opening paragraph and strikes the chord and sets the tone for the entire Letter. 
 

Historical Context: 
Crete is, like any culture, pagan. False teachers have corrupted the gospel and Paul leaves Titus 
in Crete to set things right by appointing Elders. 
 

Biblical Context: 
The gospel not only justifies but also sanctifies its recipients. The end result is JESUS works. 
 

3. In light of the emphasis of this passage in its context, state the author’s main idea for his 

audience (in one short sentence). 
 

The gospel of Jesus Christ thoroughly changes every aspect of those who believe. The end result 
is JESUS works. 
 

4. What parts of this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ?  What particular facet of the 

gospel is in view? [What are its Christological / Christo-centric contributions?] 
 

Q. How does this descriptive in this chapter contribute to and advance our Christology? 
A. Those who have been entrusted with the gospel are to preach the gospel and the gospel is 
JESUS.  
 

5. In light of your gospel connection, what argument (one short sentence) will you make to 

your audience? What applications from this argument will you make for the believer?  The 
unbeliever? 
 

To the believing: just as the gospel is necessary for your justification, so also is the gospel necessary 
for your sanctification; JESUS works. 
To the unbelieving: there is nothing you can do to undo who you are in Adam. Only Jesus can 
change you from what you were to what you can be in HIM. 
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Drilling down with Simeon Principles  
 

1. How does this vision of Christ expand on our understanding of Him in this Book, 

Testament, and Canon? 

 
2. Where is the surprise in this text? You should expect the text to surprise you. 

 
The radical nature of the Gospel to save thoroughly those it delivers from sin and death. 
 

3. What is the unique contribution this text, passage, chapter make to the Book as a whole? 

 
It shows the unbreakable link between faith and practice. 
 

4. Always look to link the pieces to the whole. 

 
a. How is this text informed by the melodic line? 

 
God’s saving of His people thoroughly undoes what the curse did. 
 

b. How does it contribute to the melodic line? 

 
The link between faith and practice is unbreakable, inevitable, and irreversible. 
 

5. Can we trust the A.I.M. of the text to be relevant, applicable, and creative / profitable? 

 
 
 
 

1 https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/lessons-on-titus-lesson-1-salutation-1-1-4-john-lowe-sermon-on--
228219?ref=SermonSerps  
2 Unknown 

3 https://english.stackexchange.com/questions/139505/wholistic-vs-holistic  
4 https://bible.org/seriespage/1-gospel-leads-godliness-titus-11-4  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Titus+1  
6 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:1. 
7 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:1.  
8 Benson Commentary on Titus 1:1. 
9 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Titus+1  
10 Benson Commentary on Titus 1:2-4. 
11 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Titus 1:2. 
12 https://bible.org/seriespage/2-introductory-greetings-titus-titus-11-4  
13 Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on Titus 1:1-4. 
14 https://bible.org/seriespage/2-introductory-greetings-titus-titus-11-4  

                                                 


