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Titus 2:11-15 

This week’s paragraph finds us looking at Titus 2:11-15. From the rebuking of unhealthy teaching 

in 1:10-16 to the instructing of healthy teaching in 2:1-10, Paul reminds the church of its one 

unalterable foundation, JESUS works.   

In the Letter of Titus there is a continued build up. Paul begins in 1:1-4 and opens up with “a 

knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness” (v. 1). Simply put, JESUS works. There is a 

funneling effect in Titus. He begins in 1:1-4 and continues to build through 2:11-15. The fullest 

development of this idea culminates in 3:4-8. The idea that JESUS works colors the entire garment. 

There is no point or paragraph in Titus where this idea is not present. It is as if it is an infection that 

has gone systemic. However, in three paragraphs, there is pause where the reader centers and 

resets. Our present paragraph is such a pause.  

In a penetrating ray piercing the fog of one’s understanding, the bright light of clarity begins to 

dawn. God steps in and sets the record straight. He plants his flag and calls all of his elect to rally 

around him. No one and nothing can stop this truth from proclamation. This is what Elders are to 

protect internally and proclaim externally. This is what the church is to keep as the main thing. 

This grace of God is JESUS. In JESUS, the Holy Spirit teaches. What is compelling in our text is the 

energy and power grace brings and the efficacious nature of this grace. Grace, like love, is a verb. 

Grace acts. Grace does something. Here it says that grace trains or teaches. 

This instruction is not impersonal, but relational. It is not impotent, but powerful. It is not 

stoppable, but surges like the mighty tide of God. It comes in and washes over the elect to cleanse 

them from every form of ungodliness and worldly passions. It is impossible for the end not to be 

achieved. The outcome is certain. The Father by sending his Son into the world secured redemption 

for his people.  He gave himself. HE GAVE HIMSELF! The effect is assured. You cannot separate 

the JESUS SEED from its deigned end, GOSPEL FRUIT. You cannot reverse the order. NO WORK 

OF YOURS CAN DO FOR YOU WHAT CAN ONLY BE DONE BY GOD. The Father sent his Son 

so that his people would be redeemed from sin and purified from every ungodly stain. Oh, let us 

praise his name! 

Yet, this is the error in Crete. They profess to know God, but by their very works, they deny him. 

Oh, the abomination of such thinking and acting. To hell with such a twisted and gospel 

diminishing thought. If perhaps the strength of the rebuke is repugnant to our taste, it might be 

because we fail to understand the depth and glory of the cross. 

What is this “godliness?” This godliness is the GOSPEL FRUIT of the JESUS SEED. If you are a 

Christian, you are godly. What we often do is make godliness something other than what we are. 

If you are ungodly, you are not saved. If you are saved, you are godly. Our problem has been and 

continues to be our desire to define or measure this godliness. Paul gives us this descriptive in 

Titus. A continued problem we have is putting Christianity on a grading system. We categorize 

people as being saints or godly based on behavior. Rather, if you are a Christian, you are a saint; 

and if you are a Christian, you are godly. If you are not a Christian, you are not a saint nor are you 

godly. Being a saint or being godly is not based on your ability, but on your identity. Christ makes 

you saintly or godly. As a consequence of his work this is what you look and act like. Why? Because 
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the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. The only way you can become godly is through 

the gospel. You cannot be godly apart from the gospel and you cannot be godless with the gospel. 

This is what Elders are to protect internally and to proclaim externally (v. 15). This is what the 

church is to keep as the main thing. This grace of God is JESUS. Oh, may such a truth arrest our 

thinking so that we choose and feel his power and peace upon us.  

At the front end of our text we read of the appearance of grace (v. 11). At the back end of our text 

we read of the appearance of glory (v. 14). Both are consequences of Jesus. At the front end His 

people are waiting and looking. At the back end His people are waiting and looking. One looks for 

grace and the other for glory. Both are tied directly to Jesus. 

When Jesus returns, it will be the appearance of glory. It is His greatness that emanates glory. When 

you see God, you will see glory. This text answers for us as to why God is great. Why is he so 

glorious? Why does his appearance bring hope? Why is his appearance blessed?  BECAUSE HE 

GAVE HIMSELF FOR US. Stop and let this soak into your brain. Theologically, we call this the 

voluntary [He did this of his own “free” will – He could have done otherwise; “Not my will, but 

your will be done”], substitutionary [He did it for us; not for himself. There was nothing he needed 

to answer for], and efficacious death of Christ in behalf of his people. 

 He gave himself - Voluntary - He did not have to do what he did. 

 For us – Substitutionary - He did for us what we could never do for ourselves. 

 To redeem / to purify – Efficacious - He accomplished what he set out to do. 
 

This is why God is great.  This is why his person and work is glorious. This is why his coming is 

blessed and hope filled. This coming is not simply something that is future. His coming impacts us 

right now.  
 

 The call to leave ungodliness is built in the gospel. He redeems us from bad work [to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and]  

 The call to live godly is built in the gospel. He purifies us for good work [to purify for himself 
a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.] 

 

They are the two sides of one coin. This is why the working of God is unstoppable, inescapable, 
and unavoidable. This is why the JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
 


