
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE ANCIENT OF DAYS defeats the BEAST and gives his dominion to THE SON OF MAN. 
Because THE ANCIENT OF DAYS Defeats The BEAST And Gives His Dominion To THE SON OF MAN, DON’T 

LOSE HOPE IN DOING THE RIGHT THING. 

 

 “To Him Was Given Dominion” 

 Daniel 7:9-14 
 

 

 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

The stories in Daniel speak of those who had been deported and existed in a foreign land and their 

continued faithfulness to TORAH. They obeyed God by obeying God’s Word. They did not allow the world 

to shape their thinking or their choices. They were willing to suffer as a consequence of their LAW 

obedience. Their faithfulness operates outside of God’s faithfulness. God shows Himself faithful 

regardless. God in every situation could have allowed them to be physically destroyed. But He chose not 

to. There have been many JEWS who obeyed TORAH and died. Here are three stories of those who chose 

to OBEY TORAH and lived. 

 

I. Chapters 1-6 
 

A. They would not eat from the King’s Table (1:8-21 [{vv. 8-16} purity – their religious diet]). 

• Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a great statue (2:1-49)  

• Nebuchadnezzar builds a great statue (3:1-30)  

 

B. They would not bow before the King’s Idol (3:1-30 [{vv. 13-23} praise – their religious 

devotion]). 

• Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a toppled tree (4:1-37)  

• Belshazzar's feast (5:1-31)  

 

C. He [They] would not conform to the King’s Decree (6:1-25 [{vv. 10-24} prayer – their religious 

disciplines]). 

 

In considering the totality of the Book of Daniel, the world in which Christians live is not a friend to grace. 

This world is dominated by the prince of the power of the air (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 2:2). John 

tells us that “the whole world lies in the power of the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). The people of God are 

surrounded by BEASTS. They are the offspring of the SERPENT’S SEED. They seek to overthrow the 

Them / Then 



 

program of God and stop the promises of God from fulfillment. You and I live in a hostile context. We 

are in many ways just like the Hebrews in captivity. Jesus, at the cross, conquered sin and death, but 

those elements still exist. They push against us with persistency. What is to be our response? The Book 

of Daniel gives us three examples of those who put themselves at risk to love God even when told to do 

otherwise. 

 

They knew that God will one day destroy the BEAST and the power he/they have will be given to the Son 

of Man (Dan. 7:14, 27). JESUS is the ultimate Dragon Slayer. Because this is TRUE, we need not fear the 

moments. 

 

II. Chapters 7-12 
 

A. Daniel’s first vision: Four beasts symbolizing four world empires (7:1-14) 

B. An angel’s interpretation of the vision (7:15-28)   

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

Daniel is part of the deported majority from Jerusalem to Babylon (I.e. 606, 597, 586BCE). The Book of 

Daniel tells his story and that of his peers in their continued faithfulness to TORAH as well as through 

prophetic visions offer hope to the nation of God’s faithfulness to His Story. 

 

The world around us looks terrifying and scary, but God sits on a throne with absolute dominion. Jesus 

is the SON OF MAN and He has been given dominion (Matt. 28:18). This same authority has been given 

to us, His Church, to go forward and reclaim what is rightfully His. This is the Mission. 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 

The vision Daniel has is terrifying (Dan. 7:1-8). The powers of this world under the authority of the 

Serpent’s Seed are horrific. But Daniel sees another scene. One that he and we need to remember. The 

truest power comes forward. There are thrones, but in the midst of these thrones, these powers, sits 

one whose power is absolute. He removes from the powers of this world their dominion and gives it to 

the Son of Man. Daniel lived in a time of captivity where the world powers held sway. Yet, a day is coming 

when God will sit on the throne and remove from the Beast and its minions their power and all of this 

power will be given to the Son of Man. 

 

I. I LOOKED – The Sitting of the Ancient of Days [Dominance - God Enthroned In Majesty (7:9-10)]  

 

There are a multiplicity of thrones, but there is only one throne that rules over all. The Ancient of Days 

takes His seat on the throne and flames issue forth.  Hundreds of thousand stand before Him and serve 

Him who has authority to judge and bring about justice.  The four beasts are effortlessly dealt with by 

the Ancient of Days (v.11-12) who has the ultimate dominion over the earth.   



 

    

II. I LOOKED – The Conquering of the Beast [Defeat - Destruction Of The Beast (7:11-12)]  

 

The Beast is killed. Their [I.e. Beasts} dominion is taken away and they are allowed to exist for a 

“season.” 

 

III. I SAW – The Gifting of the Son of Man [Dominion - Jesus’ Heavenly Coronation As King Over All 

Nations (7:13-14) 

  

This ruler is the true human that the first human (i.e. Adam) was meant to be but failed.   Everywhere 

we go in the Story, God is defeating the Serpent’s Seed and putting down its challenge. Jesus defeated 

sin and death (Dan. 7:15-28). At His resurrection He inaugurated His Kingdom, His dominion. He is right 

now claiming what is rightfully His as Creator and Redeemer.  This is the Book of Revelation. Sin and 

death are exiled. Their authority was removed at the cross (Rom. 5, 6). There is a fuller and more glorious 

manifestation of this Kingdom (Rev. 19-21), but let us not think for one moment that God is not right 

now reigning and ruling. This passage like many others assures us as much (Hab. 3:17-19). 

  

Jesus applies this passage to Himself (Matt. 24:30). 

 

“The title implies one descended from man; but as this Person is spoken of as being ‘like’ one of human descent, 

it follows that He was not merely a man. The early Jewish and Christian interpretations that this is the Messiah 

are confirmed by our Savior’s solemn appropriation of the title to Himself (Matthew 24:30). In this verse the 

judgment is supposed to have already taken place upon earth, and the Son of man comes in the clouds to claim 

His kingdom.”1 

 

“This text is probably the main OT background for Jesus’ use of the term ‘son of man.’ In both Jewish and Christian 

circles the reference in the book of Daniel has traditionally been understood to refer to an individual, usually in a 

messianic sense. Many modern scholars, however, understand the reference to have a corporate identity. In this 

view, the ‘son of man’ is to be equated with the ‘holy ones’ (vv. 18, 21, 22, 25) or the ‘people of the holy ones’ (v. 

27) and understood as a reference to the Jewish people. Others understand Daniel’s reference to be to the angel 

Michael.”2 

 

The immediate application is sourced in the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. At the 

cross, resurrection, and ascension, the beast [I.e. devil] has been killed and the beasts have been 

divested of dominion. They are still allowed to exists, but their power has been removed and given to 

the Son of Man.  The imminent fulfillment is when He returns a second time to thoroughly straighten all 

that is crooked. We are longing for that day. 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

In the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, all authority has been given to Him. That same 

authority has been given to the church. No matter how dark the days, God will one day set all things 



 

right. He is the ultimate God before whom all other “gods” must yield and one day bow. God will one 

day bring His enemies to ruin and restore the Kingdom to His Son for the joy of His people. 

 

The Book of Daniel tells his story and that of his peers in their continued faithfulness to TORAH as well 

as through prophetic visions offering hope to the nation of God’s faithfulness to His Story. They lived in 

a hostile context where God was not honored, but they chose to live in obedience to God by obeying 

His Word regardless of the consequences to their physical circumstances. 
 

They are surrounded by “beasts,” yet despite the threat God’s people look to Him for their protection in 

life and in death. JESUS will come as the ultimate Dragon Slayer! 

 

 
 

 

BIG PICTURE (Are any or all of the following concepts present?  How so?) 
 

 Land – Garden  
 

One day the enemy of God shall be overthrown and the purpose of God shall be fulfilled (vv. 11, 12). 

God alone will have dominion over everything created and He will restore those exiled into the LAND. 
 

 Seed – JESUS (vv. 13, 14) 
 

The most common way that Jesus refers to himself in the gospels is the “Son of Man.”  This phrase carries 

the idea found in this passage.  Yahweh has all the authority over earthly rulers and this God will bestow 

that authority onto a human, Jesus, who will set up His forever kingdom.  Jesus saw himself as this truly 

human one that was given all the authority of the Ancient of Days to overthrow earthly kingdoms.  
 

The usage of this passage in the NT [Mt 13:41; 24:30; 25:31; 26:64  Mr 13:26; 14:61,62; Lu 21:27,36; Joh 

3:13; 5:27; 12:34; Ac 7:56  Php 2:6-8; Heb 2:14; Re 1:7,13; 14:14]. 
 

 Blessing – Global (vv. 9, 10) 
 

One day evil shall be overthrown and the earth will be filled with the knowledge of His glory as the waters 

cover the earth. 
 

 

 

 

VISUALS: 

 

The dream is like a group of people playing king of the hill.  

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 

Us / Now 



 

Courtroom scene and a Judge with a gavel 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  

 

No kingdom on earth shall prevail against God’s kingdom. God alone shall one day have the victory and 

He will set up His kingdom on earth as it is in heaven for the joy of His people and for the glory of His 

name.  

 

• They would not EAT from the King’s Table [1] 

• They would not BOW before the King’s Idol [3] 

• They would not CONFORM to the King’s Command [6] 

 

Is Jesus king?  This passage is all about earthly rulers and leadership trying to jockey for position, but 

who is really in charge?  The Ancient of Days, Yahweh, is far superior that any other power and He gave 

that authority to the Son of Man, Jesus.  This is how Jesus saw himself, is this how we see Jesus. 

 

• First, stop worrying about what is going on in the world. God is right now reclaiming what is 

rightfully His. 

• Second, regardless of how the world acts; you are neither a target nor a tyrant.  

• Third, you are a child of the king, thus you are royalty. You are a joint-heir with JESUS. 

• Fourth, where are you wrestling against the COSMIC POWERS? See it for what it is. 

• Finally, align with a local church and start supporting the idea of church planting. You and I 

gathered as the church are to flex our gospel muscle in our community, our nation, and our world.  

• It is through CP that we are exercising our dominion over this created order. 

 

RESOURCES:  (Articles or links that you found helpful) 

 

The Bible Project - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cSC9uobtPM  

Bible Project Poster— https://thebibleproject.com/view-resource/235/    

Bible Project video— https://youtu.be/9cSC9uobtPM   

ESV Study Notes—Introduction to Daniel  

1 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Daniel 7:13. 
2 https://netbible.org/bible/Daniel+7  

                                                           


