
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: June 23, 2019  
Title: Putting the Pieces Together - Understanding “ONE STORY-OLOGY” 
Text:  Habakkuk 3:17-19 
Theme: It is only as we properly read the Story and place each element in its proper order 

that we read the Bible as a single Story with Jesus at the center and thereby answer 
the most pressing and fundamental questions of our existence. 

  
Introduction:  
The Book of HABAKKUK – What we know of God and how He acts shapes our intellect, our 
volition, and our emotion. The Scripture is confessional. We declare that what it says is true. 
 
We have a failed understanding of what is meant by “doctrine.” 
 
Outline: 
 

I. DEFINING DOCTRINE 
 

“A set of beliefs taught and accepted by a particular group.”1 
 
Our doctrine and teaching is from God, about God, and for us. 
 

II. THIS TEACHING IS… 

 Ordered | Not Absurd 

 Understandable | Not Unclear 

 Intentional | Not Random 

 Convincing | Not Unreal 
 

III. THIS TEACHING 

 . . . is expected to be an active part of our lives 
[Deut. 6; 1 Tim. 4:13, 16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 4:2; Matt. 28:19-20] 

 . . . Informs our worship  
[Matthew 15:8-9; John 4:20-24; Revelation 4-5 and 7:9-17]  

 . . . Informs our witness 
[First Peter 3:15; Titus 1:9 (context: 1:10-16); First Timothy 3:16] 

 . . . enables us to discern truth from error  
[First Timothy 1:3-7; 6:3; John 8:31-32; Second John 9-11] 

 . . . allows us to know and enjoy our God individually, personally, 
 and corporately [as a believing community] 

“You cannot love what you do not know.” 
 

IV. THE SEQUENCE FOR DOCTRINAL STUDY 
 

V. THE WORD OF GOD 
 
God’s People have always sought to UNDERSTAND and to OBEY God’s Word. 
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And there has been and will always be an intrinsic merit and symbiotic relationship in both.  
 
TWO EXAMPLES: 
 
KING JOSIAH – 2 CHRON. 34 

29 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 He went up to the temple of the 
Lord with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the people 
from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which 
had been found in the temple of the Lord. 31 The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in 
the presence of the Lord—to follow the Lord and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with all his 
heart and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book. 
32 Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to it; the people of Jerusalem 

did this in accordance with the covenant of God, the God of their ancestors. 

 
PSALM 19 

7The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 
    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 
    giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, 
    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever. 
The decrees of the Lord are firm, 
    and all of them are righteous. 

 
V. TRUE NORTH 
 
The Bible is not primarily concerned with me and my quest for personal meaning and 
fulfillment.  It’s a Story about God, who is good enough to tell us about himself, about ourselves, 
and about this world, and to give us the true meaning of history. 
 
Drama  The Storyline 
Doctrine Orthodoxy 
Doxology Life of Worship 
Discipleship Orthopraxy | Orthopathy 
 
TRUE NORTH 
 
The movement from objective to subjective 
 
Meaning – Principle - Application 
 
The further we move from the meaning and toward application, the more subjective it becomes. 
 

“Nowhere in Scripture do we find doctrine separated from life.”2  -Wayne Grudem 
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Our “doctrine” enables us to properly read God, creation, and humanity. It allows us to place 
them in proper order. If we remove God and truth from this prism, we end up with animism, 
pantheism, polytheism, atheism, and pluralism.  
 
TRUE NORTH 

Hmmmmm? – in the absence of properly reading the Story, we have blind people leading 
blind people. 

 
It is only as we properly read the Story and place each element in its proper order that we read 
the Bible as a single Story with Jesus at the center and thereby answer the most pressing and 
fundamental questions of our existence. 
 

1. Who am I? 
2. Why am I here?  
3. Is there something more than just this? 

 
TRUE NORTH 

17 Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
    nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
    and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
    and there be no herd in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
19 God, the Lord, is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the deer's; 
    he makes me tread on my high places [Habakkuk 3]. 

 
 

1
 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/doctrine 

2
 https://zondervanacademic.com/blog/systematic-theology 

                                                 


