
Patrick Griffiths | 04-12-20 

 

Continued on the following page 

FEAR NOT, STAND FIRM | LESSON 5 
Fear Not Because God’s Presence and Promises Shall Never Fail 
 
God is knowable and a known God stabilizes His people in an unknown world. Therefore, “Do 
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has risen, 
as he said.” 
 

“Who are You Looking For?” 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.” 

“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.”  

Matthew 28:1-15 
 
Emphasis | BIG IDEA: 
 
Jesus is alive and is Lord over heaven and earth. His people need not fear as they live out the 
gospel locally, nationally, and globally. 

 
THE STRUCTURE: 
 
The story is witnessed by three groups of people. Each repeats what they saw and heard. All 
three groups speak of our Lord’s absence through resurrection. 
 
I. The Angels’ Report – “He is not here, for He has risen” (vv. 1-7) 

 
II. The Women’s Report – “And they ran to tell His disciples” (vv8-10) 

 
III. The Soldiers’ Report – “They told the chief priests all that had taken place” (vv. 11-15) 
 
IV. The Lord’s Report (vv. 16-20) 

A. Come and See (vv. 16, 17) 
1. They saw Him 
2. They worshipped Him 
3. But some doubted 

B. Go and Tell (vv. 18-20) 
1. Jesus is Lord (“all authority”) 
2. God has raised Him from the dead 

 
THE EMPHASIS: 
 
Our Lord’s resurrection is confirmed by three groups of witnesses. It is a time to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness to keep His promises. What He began in Genesis 1 and 2 and promised in Genesis 
3, He is finishing with Jesus.  All that has been said of Him has come to pass. All of our horizontal 
uncertainty is answered in the vertical certainty. We do not need to wonder what is next. We 
need to carry forward God’s Vision to fill the earth with the glory of His knowledge as the waters 
cover the sea. 



 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• Because Jesus rose from the dead and lives, He will keep all of His present and future 
promises. 

• Be encouraged. You and I need NOT FEAR. Right now Jesus is preparing a place for you 
to be with Him for your joy. 

• “The resurrected Jesus is the one we encounter when we have come and seen 
(experienced the grace of God in our own life) and then go and tell (respond to God’s 
grace with our obedience, our simultaneously joy- and fear-filled answering of the 
commission).”1 

1 https://revgalblogpals.org/2015/03/31/tuesday-lectionary-leanings-come-see-go-tell-matthew-281-10/ 

                                                           


