
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE Story CONTINUES: From PASSOVER To PENTECOST 

 

“What Does This Mean?” 

Acts 2:1-13 
 

Theme:  

The Holy Spirit coming is the next step/stage of God fulfilling His promise to dwell among us 

for our joy and His glory. The Holy Spirit works to lead you to Jesus and then places you in 

Jesus whereby His life is your life in this life and in the life to come. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Our Galaxy is truly amazing. 

 There are over 170 billion galaxies in the observable universe yet there is also a “future 

visibility limit”. Objects beyond this limit will never enter our observable universe at any 

time in the infinite future. The reason for this is that light emitted by objects outside that 

limit would never reach us. 

 Tens of thousands of galaxies have been catalogued but only a few have been given 

well-established name like the Andromeda galaxy, The Milky Way, the Magellanic 

clouds, the Whirlpool Galaxy and the Sombrero Galaxy. 

 The word galaxy is derived from the Greek word galaxias which literally means 

“milky”. This is a reference to the Milky Way galaxy which contains our solar system. 

 Most galaxies are between 1,000 and 10,000 parsecs in diameter. A parsec is a 

astronimcal unit of length. To put the number into perspective, one parsec is equivalent 

to approximately 31 trillion kilometres or 19 trillion miles. 

 In astronomical literature, the capitalized word “Galaxy” is used to refer to our galaxy, 

the Milky Way. This is to differentiate it from the billions of other galaxies in the 

universe. 

 Most galaxies in the universe are actually dwarf galaxies. Dwarf galaxies, are very small 

with about 10 million stars, while others are huge containing an estimated 100 trillion 

stars. 

 The most distant and primordial galaxy ever discovered is the catchy z8 GND 5296, 

which is approximately 13.1 billion light years away. It was discovered in October 2013 

by a team of astronomers from the University of Texas at Austin led by Steven Finkelstein 
 

But there is something even more amazing than creation itself and it is the Story of God in Christ 

Jesus through the Holy Spirit. That is truly amazing! 

 

We have allowed ourselves to make the Holy Spirit a distraction from Christ rather than a means 

of knowing Christ. The filling with the Spirit isn’t a question, but a consequence. The question 

is, “Do you know Jesus?” The consequence is, “You are filled with the Spirit, baptized by the 

Spirit, and placed into Jesus.” 
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THE STRUCTURE: 
 

I. The Continuing of the Story ([The Literary and Historical Context] “When the day 

of Pentecost arrived”) 

 

Those present had come to Jerusalem because of Pentecost. Pentecost is one of three pilgrim 
feasts [Unleavened, Weeks, Booths]. 
 

This feast day is not a stand-alone feast day. It is part of a larger calendar with historical 

significance as well as prophetic fulfillment. 

 

II. The Beginning of the Church (“They were all together in one place” [v. 1b; 1:12-

14]) 

 
 2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. (Acts 2:2) 

 

 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's 

journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 

Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. (Acts 1:12-

14) 

 

“The book of Acts details the beginning of the church and its miraculous spread through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Ten days after Jesus ascended back into heaven (Acts 1:9), the Holy 

Spirit was poured out upon 120 of Jesus’ followers who waited and prayed (Acts 1:15; 2:1–4). 

The same disciples who had quaked in fear of being identified with Jesus (Mark 14:30, 50) were 

suddenly empowered to boldly proclaim the gospel of the risen Messiah, validating their 

message with miraculous signs and wonders (Acts 2:4, 38–41; 3:6–7; 8:7). Thousands of Jews 

from all parts of the world were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost. They heard the gospel 

in their own languages (Acts 2:5–8), and many believed (Acts 2:41; 4:4). Those who were saved 

were baptized, adding daily to the church. When persecution broke out, the believers scattered, 

taking the gospel message with them, and the church spread like wildfire to all parts of the 

known earth (Acts 8:4; 11:19–21).”1 

 

There are only one people of God. Those people exist in different epochs and periods of special 

revelation, but all of them have one mission and one message. 

 

Them / Then 
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III. The Coming of the Spirit (vv. 2-13) 

 

A. The Filling by His Coming (vv. 2-4) 
 

 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. (Acts 2:2-4) 

 

The words for filling verses 2 and 4 are not the same but are siblings. They come from the same 

family of words. 
 

Pletho 
 Lu 1:15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he 

shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 

 Lu 1:41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her 

womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 

 Lu 1:67 ¶ And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, 

 Ac 2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

gave them utterance. 

 Ac 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 

 Ac 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 

 Ac 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother 

Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 

mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

 Ac 13:9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 

 

Pleroo 
 Eph 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

 

What is of interest is how the filling occurs prior to Acts 2 and yet Acts 2 is something different. 

This idea is noted in John 7:37. 
 

 37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let 

him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will 

flow rivers of living water.’ 39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to 

receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

 

This coming is referenced by Jesus in the upper room discourse in John 14-16. 
 

 Joh 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 

forever; 

 Joh 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 

teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

 Joh 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 

truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 
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 Joh 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

 

This same PROMISE is referenced by Luke in the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts. 
 Lu 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until 

ye be endued with power from on high. 

 Ac 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 

Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. {being...: or, eating 

together} 

 Ac 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of 

the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 

 

We often speak of the filling with the Holy Spirit, but the Scripture does not focus on this too 

sharply. It isn’t the language we need to focus on but rather the idea. 

 

It is the theological idea of His coming that sets this apart from His previous or prior presence. 

 

What are these theological oddities or idiosyncrasies that begin in Acts 2? Let me give you three 

“things” that happen in Acts 2. 

First, the returning of the Shekinah glory into the Temple [the beginning of His “Church” or a 

new phase of His “Temple”] He departed in Ezekiel 10:1ff. 

Second, the believer’s union with Christ and the imputing of His righteousness to their 

account [Baptism into Christ]. 

Third, the outworking of His holiness to us and in us and through us to those 

around us [walk, live, led, fruit]. 

Finally, the outworking results in the ever expanding establishing of His 

Kingdom on earth even as it is in heaven [witnessing] 

 

The filling with the Spirit and the baptizing by the Spirit are one and the same. Both acts are 

tied to our union with Christ. Both are a part of the imputing of Christ’s righteousness to His 

people. Our union with Christ and the giving of His righteousness to us is inseparably linked to 

the working of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Listen to the following passages as they reference this baptism. 
 

 Acts 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now." 

 Ro 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 

{were: or, are} 

 1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  

 Ga 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

 

All of these “letters” were written inside of the historicity of Acts.  
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This baptism is the filling of the Spirit in Acts 2. 

 

There is no condition to His filling, to this baptism apart from faith in the person and work of 

Christ after the Day of Pentecost. To teach otherwise is contrary to the Word of God and the 

Spirit of God. 

 

As much as I respect the biblical scholarship of Dr. John Walvoord, I disagree with his 

assessment that there is a condition to entering the various stages of the Spirit’s work. 

 

The difference is related to the work of the Holy Spirit in a person’s heart. Every Christian 

is indwelt by the Spirit, but every Christian does not heed the direction and instruction 

of the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, those who listen to the world rather than to the Holy 

Spirit are worldly, or fleshly, and those who are guided by the Holy Spirit can be 

spiritually minded and enjoy the things of God. Those who are spiritual “live by the 

Spirit” (Gal. 5:16), that is, they walk, or live their life, in the power of the Holy Spirit.2 

 
Though all Christians are equally saved, not all Christians are equally filled with the 

Spirit. The epistles of Paul contain exhortations to us to meet the conditions of the filling 

of the Holy Spirit. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 the command is given, “Do not put out the 

Spirit’s fire.” Speaking of the Holy Spirit as a fire within us, Christians are exhorted not 

to quench Him or suffocate Him. In the King James Version it is translated “quench not 

the Spirit.”3 
 

We have much that binds us. This will not separate us. 

 

The issue of tongue speaking in this passage is two-fold.  

 

First, it is a temporary confirmation of Jesus keeping His word (John 14-16). He said that when 

He left He would send the comforter to be among His people. 

 

Second, it is a temporary confirmation of God fulfilling His promise (Acts 1:4-8) to the 

Nations. 

 

It has nothing to with any other issue in this passage but enabling the Nations to hear the Good 

News. Thus, speaking in an unknown language to the speaker was for the nations present.  

 

The Apostles and “Deacons” 
4 “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 The statement found approval 

with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 

Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. 6 And these they 

brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them. 7 The word of God kept on 
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spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of 

the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:4-7) 

 

Pleres in the NT 

Matthew 2x; Mark 3x; John 1x; 2 John 1x; Luke 2x; Acts 8x. 

 

 Jesus (Luke 4:1) 

 Stephen (Acts 6:3, 5, 8; 7:55) 

 Barnabas (Acts 11:24) 

 

Peter and Simon – this is a temporary and transitional experience in the coming of the Holy 

Spirit and a limited body of special revelation. 

 
 14 Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them 

Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He 

had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 

Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when 

Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them 

money, 19 saying, "Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive 

the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could 

obtain the gift of God with money! 21 "You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right 

before God. (Acts 8:14-21) 

 

Peter and Cornelius - this is a temporary and transitional experience in the coming of the Holy 

Spirit and a limited body of special revelation. This is the second occurrence of tongues with 

filling/baptism outside of chapter 2. 

 
 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to 

the message. 45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues 

and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized 

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?" 48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. (Acts 10:44-48) 

 

Paul and the believers in Ephesus - this is a temporary and transitional experience in the coming 

of the Holy Spirit and a limited body of special revelation. This is the third occurrence of tongues 

with filling/baptism outside of chapter 2. 

 
 1 It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to 

Ephesus, and found some disciples. 2 He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 

And they said to him, "No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said, "Into 

what then were you baptized?" And they said, "Into John's baptism." 4 Paul said, "John baptized with the 

baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his 

hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and 

prophesying. 7 There were in all about twelve men. (Acts 19:1-7) 
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This apparent “gap” between believing in Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit is only in the 

horizontal experience and the unfolding of God’s mission. It is not actual.  

 

B. The purpose of His Coming (vv. 5-11 [to fulfill God’s Vision for the Nations]) 
 

 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this 
sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak 
in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 
(Acts 2:5-11) 

 

The intent of the Spirit’s coming isn’t for us but for the Vision/Mission. We benefit from this 

coming, but the ultimate purpose of the coming isn’t for us as individuals but for us as the 

nations. 
 

The Shekhinah (Biblical Hebrew: ְׁשִכיָנה, Sh'kináh) is the transliteration of a Hebrew word meaning 

"dwelling" or "settling" and denotes the dwelling or settling of the divine presence of God. This term 

does not occur in the Bible, and is from rabbinic literature.4 
 

 

C. The reaction to His Coming (vv. 12-13) 
 

 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 

Listen, the issue isn’t about the Spirit’s coming. The issue is about God keeping His Promises. 
The Spirit confirms God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promises in Jesus. The struggle the audience 
had with the event wasn’t the uniqueness of the experience, but whether or not what YHWH 
said was true in JESUS.  Would they accept JESUS as Lord and Christ! 
 

 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” (Acts 2:36) 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 
 

The Holy Spirit was given to His Church so that His Vision and His Mission would be fulfilled. 

That mission and that vision find their object in Jesus and through Jesus to the Father. The Spirit 

of God is not driving us to Himself, but to Jesus and through Jesus to the Father. There is no ego 

inside of the Triunity of God. There is only pure harmony and joy. 

  

Gospel 
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APPLICATION (US/NOW): (If you find no application, that is perfectly fine ) 
 

• You have a choice to make. 

• [+] Will you accept JESUS and The Holy Spirit’s work in you and through you 

to those around you or . . .  

• [-] Will you still make this about you? 

 

1. Right now, you have the Holy Spirit and you have been baptized into Jesus Christ. 

2. Right now, the Holy Spirit is working in you and through you to those around you. 

3. Stop pushing against Him and just let go and realize the Story in which you exist. 

4. Stop making it about you and start seeing Him as the source of all things. 

1 https://www.gotquestions.org/when-did-the-church-begin.html  
2 https://bible.org/seriespage/11-filling-holy-spirit  
3 https://bible.org/seriespage/11-filling-holy-spirit 
4 Shekhinah - Wikipedia 

                                                           

Us / Now 



The STORY Continues
The Feasts of Israel [Calendar | Remember]

Spring Feasts Fall Feasts
Passover Unleavened First Fruits Pentecost Trumpets Atonement Booths

1st Day of 

the Year

Evening of 

Passover

3 Days after 

Passover

50 Days 

after 

Passover

1 10 Days 

from 

Trumpets

15-21

5 Days from 

Atonement 

and 7 Days 

long

PILGRIM PILGRIM PILGRIM

Those who attended the Pilgrim Feasts would probably stay for the other Feasts within the cluster of Feasts.

Each Pilgrim Celebration is an extended Sabbath Rest.
 

Garden

Tabernacle

Temple

Church
No Temple

 

Present

Temporal Abiding

Working | Diversified Gifting

Theocratic Anointing

Present

Permanent Abiding

Working | Diversified Gifting

 

In the OT, there is greater 

obscurity as to the indwelling 

and working of the Holy Spirit in 

the life of God’s People. 

In the NT, there is greater clarity

as to the indwelling and working 

of the Holy Spirit in the life of 

God’s People. 

 



The 
P ROMI SE

John 
7:37-39 

[Isa. 44:3]

John 
14:16, 26; 

15:26; 
16:7

Luke 
24:49; 

Acts 1:4; 
2:33

Does this 
PROMISE have 

roots in 
previous 

prophecies?

 

Holy 

Spir i t

Pre-Exilic 
[Before 586BC]

Joel 2:28, 29 
with Acts 2:15-

21

Exilic

In Babylon

[After 586BC]

Ezekiel 36:27

Post-Exilic

[After 536BC

Zechariah 12:10

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4)

Occurrence of Pletho in the NT

Matthew Luke John Acts Romans –

Revelation 

2 12 1 9 0

Only 8 of the 21 times in Luke [3x] and Acts [5x] does the word occur with the Holy Spirit.

What is of interest is how the filling occurs prior to Acts 2 [Luke] and yet Acts 2 [and following] 

is something different.
 

Filled the House (Acts 2:2)

Occurrence of Pleroo the NT
Matt. Mark Luke John Acts Rom. 2 

Cor.

Gal. Eph. Phil. Col. 2 

Thess.
2 

Tim.

James 1 

John

2 

John

Rev. 

17 3 10 15 16 6 2 1 4 4 5 1 1 1 1 1 2

Does not refer to Holy Spirit in the Gospel of Luke or the Book of Acts

It is used by Paul in Eph. 5:18 to refer to the “filling of the Holy Spirit”

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:5)

Occurrence of Pleres in the NT

Luke uses Pleres more than all other NT authors 

combined.

Jesus (Luke 4:1)

Stephen (Acts 6:3, 5, 8; 7:55)

Barnabas (Acts 11:24)
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Filling Baptism

The Foundation | The Root | The Causation

Acts 1:5; Rom. 6:3  

1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27

 

Filling Baptism

Walk

Gal. 
5:16, 25

Led

Gal. 5:18

Fruit

Gal. 5:22

Live

Gal. 5:25

The Building | The Fruit | The Consequence

 

Luke 24:49

Acts 1:4

Shekinah

Eph. 5:18

1 Cor. 12:13

Filling

Baptism

Into Christ

Gal. 5:16ff

Walk

Led

Fruit

Live

[Synonyms]

Luke 24:48

Acts 1:8

Witness

 

Luke 24:49

Acts 1:4

• Shekinah

Eph. 5:18

1 Cor. 12:13

• Filling

• Baptism

• Into Christ

Gal. 5:16ff

• Walk

• Led

• Fruit

• Live
• [Synonyms]

Luke 24:48

Acts 1:8

• Witness

 

 


