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WORKSHOPS ON BIBLICAL EXPOSITION 

SMALL GROUP PREPARATION WORKSHEET 
 
Name:   Jacob Michalski         Passage:  Acts 1:12-26  
 

INSTRUCTIONS: In your small group, you will have 5 minutes to present on each of your passages. For each of your assigned passages, please respond to the questions 
below and provide 10 copies of this one-page handout (front and back, typed) that will assist your group in offering productive feedback. If you do not understand any 

of these questions, please visit simeontrust.org/prepare/ to find additional advice. 

 

1. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage? Please consider: a) the literary context (passages before and 

after the passage), b) the historical context (circumstances of the audience), and c) the biblical context (citations/allusions 

or historical connections to other books that the author is making). 

 

a) Literary context:  After the events of Jesus ascension (1:1-11), the disciples gather together (1:13-14) and lead 

those who believe in Jesus (1:15).  Where Jesus final commissioning of His followers was to be a witness (1:8) 

through the working of Spirit (1:4-5), the choosing of Matthias (1:21-26) is an outworking of that commissioning.  

The narrative shows that after Matthias is chosen to succeed Judas Iscariot, the Spirit comes upon the believers and 

begins the act of witness that is present throughout the entire book of Acts.                      

 

b) Historical Context:  Elements in the narrative that will be better understood through the historical context are as 

follows.  The time of the narrative is during the reign of the Roman Empire.  This nation just killed the disciples’ 

Messiah, who was miraculously risen from the grave.  As the disciples are gathered together in a room, they may 

still be fearful, but also hopeful in the promise of the Spirit and manifestation of Jesus’ Kingdom.  A second element 

of historical context that can be helpful in regards to better understanding the narrative is centered on the question 

of what is the casting of lots (1:26)?  According to J.B. Pohil, in his commentary on Acts, “The method was likely 

the one depicted in the Old Testament. Marked stones were placed in a jar and shaken out. The one whose stone 

fell out first was chosen” (p.95).1  Though this practice is fascinating to us modern readers, it is also questionable.  

The disciples seemingly use an element of chance to choose an apostle.  It must be noted that this narrative is the 

last to use this method of discerning YHWH’s will.  After this narrative, the indwelling Spirit is given to believers 

to discern YHWH’s will and the casting of lots is no longer necessary.                    

 

c) Biblical context:  In discussing Judas’ betrayal, Peter mentions two quotations from the Psalms (Acts 1:20).   

1. The first is from Psalm 69:25, “May his place be deserted;/let there be no one to dwell in it.”  

- A Psalm of David. 

- A cry for salvation from enemies (v.1-4).  

- Acknowledgment of guilt (v.5).  

- Those who hope in YHWH do not endure disgrace, but I am facing scorn for your sake (v.6-12).   

- Prayers for rescue/salvation (v.13-15).  

- Prayers for deliverance from enemies (v.16-21).   

- Prayers that the enemy’s plans will be thwarted (v.22-28).   

- Asks for the salvation of God to protect him (v.29).   

- Praise (v.30-36).  

- Conclusion:  David was in a situation where he saw his enemies overwhelming him and he cried 

out for YHWH to deliver him.  He asked for YHWH to thwart the plans of his enemies (v.22-28) and 

rescue him (v.29).  The Messianic King, Jesus, endured the same situation on the cross.  Though He 

was overwhelmed by His enemies to the point of death, YHWH used these events to thwart the plans 

of His enemies and provide salvation.  Just as David asks for his enemy’s land to “be deserted” 

(Ps. 69:25), the money used to betray Jesus was used to buy a field where Judas would meet his 

very own destruction (Acts 1:18-19).  

 

                                                 
1 Polhill, J. B. (1992). Acts (Vol. 26, p. 95). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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2. The second is from Psalm 109:8, “May another take his place of leadership.”  

- Another Psalm of David. 

- “do not remain silent…” the wicked and evil oppose me (v.1-5). 

- “Appoint someone evil to oppose my enemy…” (v.6-7) 

- “May [the enemy’s] days be few; may another take his place of leadership” and bring all other 

kinds of judgments (v.8-15). 

- The guilt of the enemy specified (v.16-20). 

- Pleas for help from YHWH (v.21-29). 

- Praise to YHWH (v.30-31). 

- Conclusion:  David, the pattern of the Messianic King, wanted his enemy to be replaced for an 

individual that was not as evil.  Peter observes that, in the same way, Jesus (the Messianic King to 

which David was pointing) would want the “evil one” (Judas) to be replaced.   

 

2. How has the author organized this passage? Please a) show the structure in sections with verse references and b) explain 

what strategies you used to see this structure. 

 

a) Structure: 

 

Matthias Replaces Judas (Acts 1:12-26) 

I. Setting:  Tells of how the disciples/Eleven regularly gathered together with all the believers (1:12-14). 

II. Initial incident:  Peter arises as leader and addresses the believers (1:15). 

III. Rising Action (1:16-22). 

A. Peter sees Judas’ betrayal as a fulfillment of the Scriptures through David (v.16-17). 

B. The author recounts the events and fate of Judas (v.18-19). 

C. Peter points to two quotations from the Psalms (v.20) 

(1) “May his place be deserted;/let there be no one to dwell in it” (Ps. 69:25). 

(2) “May another take his place of leadership” (Ps. 109:8). 

C. Based on the quotations Peter necessitates the choosing of another witness (v.21-22). 

IV.Climax:  Joseph and Matthias are nominated as witnesses and the disciples pray for guidance (1:23-25). 

V. Resolution:  The disciples cast lots and Matthias is chosen (1:26) 

 

b) Strategies:  My structure attempts to highlight the events that take place within the narrative.  The center of the 

narrative focuses on the actions/demise of Judas and their being a fulfillment of the Scriptures.  As a result of this 

fulfillment, the remaining disciples move to replace Judas through the casting of lots.            

 

3. Drawing on your work to this point, state the author’s aim for his audience (in one short sentence). 

 

Through the narrative of Judas’ replacement, the author is showing that YHWH’s plans/kingdom cannot be thwarted 

and the witness of Jesus will be proclaimed.  

   

 

4. What parts of this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ? What part of the gospel is in view? 

 

The choosing Judas’ replacement shows much in the way of the gospel.  Peter’s interpretation of the Psalms reveals 

the Christocentric approach to reading the Scriptures that was on display in Luke (24:27,44-45).  Peter also displays 

forgiveness in replacing Judas.  Though Judas betrays Jesus and his fellow disciples, Peter’s explanation doesn’t 
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reveal much in the way of hatred or animosity.  Though that statement may be looking too far into the text, it cannot 

be denied that the act of replacing Judas was an act of trust and an exercise in forgiveness/moving forward.  It must 

also be noted that all the disciples betrayed and abandoned Jesus during His crucifixion, not just Judas.  The hope 

and good news of Jesus was unexpected and unable to be thwarted by the plans of the enemy.  In the same way, this 

narrative shows how this gospel will continued to be proclaimed through faithful witness.    

 

5. Drawing on your work to this point, what conclusion will you argue to your audience (in one short sentence)? What 

applications will you make for your audience? 

 

a) Conclusion:  Trust YHWH and be a witness of Jesus.           

 

b) Application:  In light of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension the question may be asked, “Now what do we do?”  The 

disciples decided to gather, pray and lead.  This narrative shows how the early followers of Jesus decided to continue 

gathering and pray for guidance and direction (1:14).  Peter rose up as a leader among the group and decided that 

next decision was to replace the disciple who betrayed them all, Judas.  The driving force behind this decision was 

the Scriptures themselves (1:16-20).  Through his meditations on the Psalms, Peter saw the reigns of David and 

Jesus as one and took guidance from David’s wisdom.  The application from this passage is to trust YHWH and 

seek His wisdom from the Scriptures.  The narrative is also couched in the main theme of witness that permeates 

the book of Acts.  All this (praying, meditating upon the Scriptures, leading…) is done in regard to being a witness 

of Jesus and His rule and reign as King.    

 

6. What is your sermon title and your preaching outline? 

 

a) Sermon Title:  Now what?! 

 

a) Preaching Outline:  

I. Matthias replaces Judas (Acts 1:12-26). 

A. Setting:  Tells of how the disciples/Eleven regularly gathered together (1:12-14). 

B. Initial incident:  Peter arises as leader and addresses the believers (1:15). 

C. Rising Action (1:16-22). 

1. Peter sees Judas’ betrayal as a fulfillment of the Scriptures through David (v.16-17). 

2. The author recounts the events and fate of Judas (v.18-19). 

3. Peter points to two quotations from the Psalms (v.20) … 

a. “May his place be deserted;/let there be no one to dwell in it” (Ps. 69:25). 

b. “May another take his place of leadership” (Ps. 109:8). 

4. Based on the quotations Peter necessitates the choosing of another witness (v.21-22). 

D. Climax:  Joseph and Matthias are nominated as witnesses and the disciples pray for guidance (1:23-

25). 

E. Resolution:  The disciples cast lots and Matthias is chosen (1:26). 

 

II. Trust YHWH/Jesus. 

How do are we guided in our trust of YHWH/Jesus? 

A. Through Prayer (Acts 1:14,24-25). 

B. By the Scriptures (Lk. 24:27,44-45; Acts 1:20).  


