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THE Story CONTINUES: From PASSION To PENTECOST 

 

“He Parted from Them . . . And They Were Praising God” 

Luke 24:50-53 

 
Theme: The ascension of our Lord is His enthronement. It is when He takes the throne and is 
invested with the authority and power to rule over His kingdom and its citizens. He is an 
absolute monarch who works all He wills in and through His people for His glory and for their 
joy. 
 
VISUAL – a crown and or throne 
 
“The ascension of Jesus is one of the accepted doctrines of Christianity. The Apostles' Creed, 
Nicene Creed, and Athanasian Creed all confess that Christ ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father.”1 
 
Perhaps the most famous monarch in modern age is that of Queen Elizabeth of England. 
 
“In 1937, the 11 year old Princess Elizabeth had watched her father, King George VI, crowned 
in the elaborate ceremony and 16 years later on 2 June 1953, her own official coronation was to 
take place. Coronations have been held at Westminster Abbey for 900 years and The Coronation 
of Queen Elizabeth II was to follow suit. But the Coronation of 1953 was ground-breaking in its 
own right – the first ever to be televised, it was watched by 27 million people in the UK alone 
and millions more audiences around the world.”2  
 
“BBC coverage of the Coronation was a breakthrough for the history of broadcasting. It was the 
first service to be televised and for most people, it was the first time they had watched an event 
on television. 27 million people in the UK (out of the 36 million population) watched the 
ceremony on television and 11 million listened on the radio. There were more than 2,000 
journalists and 500 photographers from 92 nations on the Coronation route. Just under 30,000 
men took part in the procession – 3,600 from the Royal Navy, 16,100 from the Army and 7,000 
from the RAF, 2,000 from the Commonwealth and 500 from the 'Colonies'. There were 6,700 
reserve and administrative troops, while 1,000 officers and men of the Royal military police were 
bought in to assist the Metropolitan police. A further 7,000 police were drawn from 75 provincial 
forces.”3 
 
“The monarch and their immediate family undertake various official, ceremonial, diplomatic 
and representational duties. As the monarchy is constitutional the monarch is limited to 
functions such as bestowing honours and appointing the prime minister, which are performed 
in a non-partisan manner. The monarch is commander-in-chief of the British Armed Forces. 
Though the ultimate executive authority over the government is still formally by and through 
the monarch's royal prerogative, these powers may only be used according to laws enacted in 
Parliament and, in practice, within the constraints of convention and precedent. The 
Government of the United Kingdom is known as Her (His) Majesty's Government.”4  
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Emphasis: 
 

1. In our Lord’s Ascension His Kingship is established by His placement at the Right Hand 

of the Father.  

2. The One who is declared to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead now 

sits enthroned at His Father’s Right Hand. 

 
As the People of King Jesus, we can rest in His absolute rule knowing He is working all He wills 
for His glory and our good. 
 
The ascension is 40 days after Passover. In our current Calendar it is marked on Thursday, May 
21. 
 
Introduction: 
 
“The Ascension is the coronation of Jesus; the affirmation of his reign and rule over the whole 

creation. Without the Ascension, there is no Gospel. If Jesus isn’t King, then his birth is relatively 

meaningless, his cross ineffective, and the resurrection underwhelming.”5  

 

“The ‘what’ of the Ascension is Jesus’ bodily rising into heaven and being welcomed by God 

and seated at God’s right hand.”6 

 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

I. The 1st Scene – At the Tomb – His Resurrection  
(vv. 1-12 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

II. The 2nd Scene – On the Road to Emmaus  
(vv. 13-32 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

III. The 3rd Scene – In a room [the upper room?]  
(vv. 33-49 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

IV. The 4th and Finally Scene – On a hill [from the mount called Olivet / Acts 1:12] – 
His Ascension (vv. 50-53 [Let the Games Begin!]) 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

“This is an event full of meaning: Jesus Christ, although no longer with us physically, is indeed 

still alive, present, powerful, and still personally with us. He is Lord; He has dominion over time 

and space. "I am with you always," He assures us as He ascends.”7 
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Two of the four Evangelists, viz., Matthew and John, have no record of the Ascension. I would 

probably argue that the Great Commission and the Ascension are the same moments. He gives 

to the Church the authority He received from the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7:9-14. The Son of 

Man receives this authority at His ascension (Matt. 28:18) where He is placed at the Father’s 

right hand (Col. 3:1) and now sits waiting for the moment when He returns to place all things 

under His footstool (1 Cor. 15:24). 

 

King Jesus having received ALL AUTHORITY (Matt. 28) from His Father (i.e. the Ancient of 

Days [Dan. 7]) sends His Church into the world to make disciples [i.e. fill the earth] and 

reestablish the Garden of Eden [i.e. till the soil]. This action is bringing Heaven to Earth (Matt. 

6:10; The Lord’s Prayer). This is what the Book of Acts describes and this is what we as a Church 

are engaged in. 

 

“His authority (“All authority has been given to me”) and his presence (“I am with you 
always”)—are both grounded in the ascension. They are like bookends, holding up the Great 
Commission (“Go make disciples of all nations”), which is sandwiched in between. But without 
the ascension there are no bookends and without the bookends the Great Commission 
collapses.”8 
 

THE STRUCTURE: 

 
 50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, 

he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God. (Luke 24:50-53) 

 

Luke provides for the reader a short snapshot of what happened at our Lord’s ascension. He 

gives the physicality of the event and not so much the theology significance. Yet the New 

Testament is not blind to the theological significance of that moment.  

 

Let us rather quickly note the four visuals of the ascension in Luke 24:50-53. 

  

1. He led them out (v. 50a). They were still following Him. 

2. He lifted His hands (v. 50b). He was still caring for them. He was their shepherd. 

3. He parted from them (v. 51). He left completing the Mission. 

4. He was worshipped by them (vv. 52, 53). They were still worshipping Him. 

 

However, for us to feel the glorious weight of His ascension, let us hear what the rest of Scripture 

says concerning the theological implications of this moment. 

 

In our Lord’s Ascension His Kingship is established by His placement at the Right Hand of the 

Father.  

The One who is declared to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead now sits 

enthroned at His Father’s Right Hand. 
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Outline: 

 

There are six theological memorial stones reflected in this moment. 

 

I. In His ascension, He radiates glory in His conquest (John 17:3-5). 

 
 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I 

glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify 

me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. (John 17:3-5) 

 

 Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, 

and because of Your will they existed, and were created. (Rev. 4:11) 

 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and blessing." (Rev. 5:12) 

 

When we read of the worship received by the Son, it includes such words as “kingdom, power, 

and glory.” This kingdom and power and glory is what He receives at His ascension.  

 

II. In His ascension, He receives authority from the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:9-14). 

 
 12 “As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to 

them for an appointed period of time. 13 I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of 

heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented 

before Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and 

men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass 

away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.” (Dan. 7:12-14) 

 

 26 “But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed 

forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole 

heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.” (Dan. 7:26, 27). 

 

 18 “having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness 

of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to 

the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Eph. 1:18-23) 

 

“The ascension of Jesus has imagery taken from Daniel 7.  In Daniel “the beast” is slain (Dan. 
7:12), one “like a son of man” comes “with the clouds” to the “Ancient of Days” (Dan. 7:13), and 
the son of man is given “authority, glory and sovereign power” (Dan. 7:14) so that all “nations 
and peoples” worship Him (Dan. 7:14).  To the Jewish reader, the description of the ascension 
would have trigged all this Daniel imagery.  In addition to Daniel, the disciples’ expectation of 
a physical “kingdom of Israel” (Acts 1:6) being established is rooted in the prophets.”9   
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III. In His ascension, He sits victoriously over sin and death (Heb. 1:3; 10:12). 

 
1 “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these 

last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 

the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 

things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent 

name than they” (Heb. 1:1-4). 

 
11 “Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never 

take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT 

HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR 

HIS FEET” (Heb. 10:11-13). 

 

“The fact that he has sat down there indicates that his work of salvation has been completed.”10 

 

IV. In His ascension, He accomplishes completely the mission before Him (John 19:30). 

 

 “The Ascension shows that Jesus accomplished his mission (Heb. 10:12-13; Luke 
24:50-53; Acts 1:1-3).  

 Luke’s two volume work, Luke-Acts, uses the Ascension as a kind of 
conclusion-introduction hinge. This is not because Luke thinks his readers 
will forget the Ascension. It is because the Ascension has a dual role. First, 
the Ascension is the conclusion of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Just as Moses 
blessed the people before his death (Deut. 33), so now Christ blesses the 
people before his Ascension. The Ascended Jesus is sitting at the position 
of honor next to the Father because he has accomplished all that the Father 
has given him to do.”11 

 

 “The Ascension is the foundation of the church’s mission (Acts 1:4-11).  
 Just as Luke concluded the ministry of Jesus with the Ascension, so does he 
launch the ministry of the church with the Ascension. The ministry of the 
church is the extension of what Jesus began to do and teach.”12 

 
We have worked to show how the various pieces of the biblical narrative are telling a single 
Story and at the center of this Story is Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus isn’t an end, but a 
beginning. Each of the major movements within this Story whether it is His incarnation, 
crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, or Pentecost, all of it ties together into a single thread and it 
is all interdependent on each other. 
 
V. In His ascension, He intercedes mercifully for His people (Heb. 4:16; 1 John 2:1, 2). 

 
 11 “Therefore let us be diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following the same example 

of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
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piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and 

laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have 

a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things 

as we are, yet without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:11-16). 

 

 1 “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not 

for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2). 

 

“Jesus is an advocate, taking up the cause of believers in the presence of God the Father. 

Otherwise their sin would bring judgment upon them. Paul speaks of Christ as mediator (1 Tim. 

2:5), and Heb. 8:1 refers to him as high priest.”13 

 

VI. In His ascension, He gives lavishly to His Church (Eph. 4:7-12). 

 

Huperballo 

 
 Eph 1:19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the 

working of his mighty power. 

 Eph 2:7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 

us through Christ Jesus. 

 Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 

fulness of God. 

 

Notice the contrasting language between Ephesians 4:8 and Psalm 68:18. 

 
 7 “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, “When 

he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what 

does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the 

one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, 

the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers” (Eph. 4:7-11). 

 
 “You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your captives; You have received gifts among men, 

Even among the rebellious also, that the LORD God may dwell there” (Ps. 68:18). 

 

What Jesus received through His victory, He now gives to His Church. The spoils of His 

victory. 

 
 “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper 

will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you” (John 16:7). 

 

What has He given? The Holy Spirit (John 16:7). The Spirit brings with Him God’s authority, 

God’s power, and God’s gifts. They are not independent of Him. He is all three. 
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The following is a good and short article on this idea: 
https://corechristianity.com/resource-library/articles/the-ascension-jesus-victory-march-through-the-cosmos 

 

This authority, power, and gifting enable His people to live morally and missionally in the 

horizontal (Col. 3:1-11). 

 
 1 “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you 

have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you 

also will be revealed with Him in glory. 5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead 

to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is because of 

these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also once 

walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 

and abusive speech from your mouth” (Col. 3:1-8). 

 

 “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

 

The Holy Spirit is the gifted righteousness of God. What God gives to His people, He is working 

in and through His people to those around His people. His people are living Holy Spirit 

empowered, Gospel displaying lives. 

 

VII. In His ascension, He waits patiently for the final act (1 Cor. 15:24-28). 

 
 23 “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 24 then 

comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule 

and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The 

last enemy that will be abolished is death. 27 For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER 

HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put 

all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be 

subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:23-28). 

 

A day is coming when the Son will receive from His Father the commission to re-make heaven 

and earth and restore everything to its original design. 

 

“The Ascension captures the paradox of the Lord’s presence and absence (Col. 3:3-4; Heb. 2:5-
9). The world does not always look like it is under the reign of Jesus Christ. As the author of 
Hebrews says, “we do not see everything in subjection to him,” yet goes on to say, “But we see 
him…crowned with glory and honor.” Likewise, while we can sometimes sense the presence of 
Christ, at other times Christ feels absent. There is a both/and reality: Christ reigns and yet 
everything does not look this way; Christ is present and Christ is absent. Paul does not shy away 
from these tensions, however. In fact, the absence of Christ, his hiddenness, becomes protection 
for the Christian (Col. 3:3).”14  
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Currently, our Lord is sitting, but the day is coming when He will stand, not just to receive His 

people, but to re-create and merge the heavens and this earth into one. This is the day when He 

will thoroughly straighten all that is crooked. 

 

VISUALS: 

Breaking open a piñata. 

 

Now What Happens?  

 

• First, He has conquered sin and death.  He has done exactly what He set out to do. IT IS 

FINISHED! 

• Jesus Christ has defeated our worst enemy and He is our best friend.  

• Second, right now Jesus Christ sits at His Father’s right hand and is carrying out the 

Mission of God through His Church in the fulfillment of the Vision of God for His 

Church. 

• Finally, as we will see in the Book of Acts, He has given us the Holy Spirit. There is 

nothing His people lack. Everything they need they have in God. 

• The Holy Spirit is right now working in you and through you the very things He desires 

for you. 

• God cares for you and He is worthy of being followed and worshipped. 

 
“Jesus once preached about a son who became the guest of honor at a celebration. The story’s 
frequent title, the prodigal son, is actually a misnomer. Truly, it is not the son who is prodigious; 
it is the father! It is similar with the Ascension. Christmas, Easter, Pentecost—they are all 
celebrations, it is true. But it is the Ascension that provides the song, the joy, and the party 
location. May the Ascension move from being an odd event that receives a brief nod in one 
sermon, to being the foundation, the joy, the reason for your preaching Jesus as the Christ!”15 
 
Friends, the day is quickly approaching when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Revelation tells us that even now there are 
myriads of myriads, thousands of thousands of angelic being and worshippers from every 
tongue, tribe, and nation confessing and bowing. 
 
 
 

1 https://www.learnreligions.com/ascension-of-jesus-700194  
2 https://www.royal.uk/50-facts-about-queens-coronation-0  
3 https://www.royal.uk/50-facts-about-queens-coronation-0  
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_the_United_Kingdom  
5 https://www.seedbed.com/preach-ascension/  
6 https://www.patheos.com/blogs/faithforward/2010/05/what-to-preach-on-ascension-day/  
7 https://archny.org/news/lessons-of-the-ascension  
8 This is an excellent article showing the relationship between the Great Commission, the Day of Pentecost, and 
His Ascension. https://www.seedbed.com/the-ascension-of-jesus-makes-the-great-commission-possible/  
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9 WORKSHOPS ON BIBLICAL EXPOSITION, SMALL GROUP PREPARATION WORKSHEET, Jacob Michalski, Acts 1:1-11.  
10 ESV Study Bible on Hebrews 1:3. 
11 https://www.seedbed.com/preach-ascension/  
12 https://www.seedbed.com/preach-ascension/  
13 ESV Study Bible on 1 John 2:1. 
14 https://www.seedbed.com/preach-ascension/ 
15 https://www.seedbed.com/preach-ascension/ 


