
 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an 

attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be 

found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE Story CONTINUES: From PASSION To PENTECOST 

 

“You Are Witnesses of These Things” 

Luke 24:36-49 
 

Theme: The resurrection of Jesus is the beginning of His reign over sin and death. His 
resurrection inaugurates fulfillment. He gives us what we need to do what He wants. 

 
Emphasis: 
 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be proclaimed to all the nations. He gives us what we need to 
do what He wants. 
 
All of Luke 24 tells us a single idea. 
 
Jesus is alive therefore . . .  

1. We can be confident of the peace of God. If he is alive, then we need not fear. 
2. We can be confident of the promises of God. If he has fulfilled all of the past 

promises, then we can be confident of His future promises. 
 
Jesus is alive and He is Lord. Now what? Because of who He is we can be forgiven and thus 
reconciled to the Father for our joy. This message is for all the nations and we are witnesses of 
this. In the giving of the Holy Spirit, we become empowered vessels through which He works 
for the carrying out of this mission. 
 
Introduction: 
 

Again, we see two contrasting elements. In verse 41, our text describes the disciples with these 
words, “While they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling” (v. 41). Notice the shift that 
happens in verse 52, “They worshiped Him, and returned with great joy.” 
 
The idea that He arose left them incredulous. Jesus moves them from incredulous to incredible.  
 
The two disciples rehearse all that happened to them. Jesus then appears in their midst. What I 
find so comforting is the statement made concerning Peter. The only way they would have 
known such a thing happened is Jesus telling them. We can also assume Peter is among the 
eleven. Perhaps the other ten doubted Peter’s report. Here, the two affirm Peter’s testimony. 
 
What happened that moved them from where they started to where they ended up? Jesus makes 
four statements. Each one moves them from where they are to where they will be. 
 

 God assures them of His presence 
o As such they can have peace in the mission. 

 God assures them of fulfilled prophecy 
o As such they can be confident of a future power. 
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All of this is about Jesus being alive. He being alive says He fulfills all of the ancient promises 
made to the nation for the nations. His resurrection from the grave is confirmation that He is 
true. He is the way, the truth, and the life. What God has promised will come to pass.  You and 
I need not fear in the mission and we have all we need for the mission.  
 
Verses 35 and 36 are connected. 
 

I. He extends to them/us His peace (vv. 36-38) 
 

 36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 
you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  

 
Two ideas stand in opposition: Peace and Frightened. Whatever this peace is that He extends to 
them is in opposition to startled, frightened, troubled, and doubt. 
 
Startled – ptoeo = terrified. This is more than being startled. The idea is that of a bird flying off 
or being so afraid that you fall down. It is only used twice in the New Testament. Here and in 
Luke 21:9. 
 
Frightened – emphobos of the six times in NT, five are used by Luke. 

 Lu 24:5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek 
ye the living among the dead?  

 Lu 24:37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 

 Ac 10:4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy 
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 

 Ac 22:9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me. 

 Ac 24:25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and 
answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 

 Re 11:13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God 
of heaven.  

 
“The disciples were still not comfortable at this point thinking that this could be Jesus raised 
from the dead. Instead they thought they saw a spirit.”1 
 
The word troubled occurs twice in Luke. It was the response of Zacharias at the appearance of 
the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:12) and now here (Luke 24:38). The doubting and trouble are 
synonyms. Trouble captures “started and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.” 
Some manuscripts do not have the greeting of peace in verse 36. However, it is a fitting contrast 
to their troubled hearts.  
 
Doubts – dia+logismos. They were having this discussion in their hearts/minds. They were 
talking to themselves. 
 
Jesus speaks peace and assures them of such peace by His physical presence. He assures them 
that He is not a “ghost.” 
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Jesus often puts two opposing thoughts together when addressing the doubt of His people. 

 Mt 6:30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? (See also Luke 12:28) 

 Mt 8:26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 

 Mt 14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

 Mt 16:8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among 
yourselves, because ye have brought no bread? 

 
II. He assures them/us of His presence (vv. 39-43) 

 
 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and 

bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them. 

 
VISUAL – Publisher’s Clearing House or perhaps you find yourself the sole benefactor of an 
unknown individual who had significant financial resources so that you would never ever need 
again. It would all sound too good to be true. It’s that feeling. 
 
They were slowly re-convinced, but it was after all too good to be true. 
 
He invites them to examine Him. Even this was too much to take in. He then offers to eat 
something. This appears to be a common practice of showing people one is not dead (Luke 8:55). 
Dead people apparently do not eat things. 
 
“Jesus calls the disciples to faith with a gentle rebuke about doubts and a gracious invitation to 
see for themselves the evidence of his resurrection.”2 
 
III. He speaks to them/us of fulfilled prophecy (vv. 44-48) 
 

 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should 
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 

 
“Everything written about me. The divine plan, events, and scripture itself are seen here as being 
one. Luke does not mention specific texts here, but it is likely that many of the scriptures he 
mentioned elsewhere in Luke-Acts would have been among those he had in mind.”3 
 
He does for those present what He did for the two disciples earlier. He enables them to 
understand. This understand is a connecting of the dots. God is all about opening our minds so 
that we would understand the Story. 
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In the Garden when Adam and Eve’s “eyes were opened,” they discovered that what God said 
was true. In the day they ate, they died. 
 
On the road to Emmaus and in the upper room when the disciples had their “eyes opened,” they 
discovered that what God said was true. Jesus is the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE and the 
completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. God’s word to us and for us is true. Let us not waver in 
our commitment to Christ and His church. 
 
There are three things going on here that we need to be made aware of. 
 

A. The message (“Christ suffered, died, and rose from the dead”) 
 
“Three Greek infinitives are the key to this summary: (1) to suffer, (2) to rise, and (3) to be 
preached. The Christ (Messiah) would be slain, would be raised, and a message about 
repentance would go out into all the world as a result. All of this was recorded in the scripture. 
The remark shows the continuity between Jesus’ ministry, the scripture, and what disciples 
would be doing as they declared the Lord risen.”4 
 
VISUAL – a hinge 
 
The door into the presence of God has two hinges (John 10; 14). The first hinge, Jesus is Lord. 
And the second hinge, God has raised him from the dead; He is alive. If you deny either one, 
you cannot be saved (Rom. 10:9, 10).  
 
Notice something about what is said. His death, burial, and resurrection provides the 
forgiveness. Your repentance is the instrument or means of appropriating this for yourself. The 
provision is there, but unless you take of it through repentance, you cannot be forgiven. 
 
What are you repenting of?  
First, you are repenting of your self-autonomy. You are repenting of the idea that you can do this 
without Him. You are repenting of your rebellion against Him and denial of Him. This 
repentance begins in your mind, your intellect.  
Second, you are repenting of your self-affection. You love you more than anything or anyone. You 
stop loving yourself above God. You stop loving self and turn toward the triune God alone as 
the object of your affection. This repentance continues in your heart, your emotion.  
Finally, you are repenting of your self-adoration. You stop worshipping the idol of self and turn 
toward the triune God alone as the object of your adoration. Your repentance concludes with 
your volition. You now choose the triune God over all other things, including yourself.  
 
In the gospel, we say, “We can’t, but God can, and Jesus did.” 
 
Whether we accept this or not, we need to be forgiven. The entire world is united in their fallen 
state and in their need to be forgiven of their sins by God. Yet, they reject this notion and find it 
repugnant. We go about creating and fabricating a world of our own making where we are the 
heroes. We see this flagrant idolatry in politics, Hollywood, professional sports, the business 
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world of the rich and powerful, and in our own humanity. We reject the one true God and create 
our own in our own image. Nonetheless, until we say “We can’t, But God can, and Jesus did,” 
we will remain in our lost state. 
 
The only way to appropriate God’s provision is to repent of this self-idolatry and humbly receive 
Jesus as Lord and the one whom God raised from the dead. This is the message we are to bring 
to the nations. 
 

B. The audience (“to all the nations”) 
 
“To all nations. The same Greek term (τὰ ἔθνη, ta ethnē) may be translated ‘the Gentiles’ or ‘the 
nations.’ The hope of God in Christ was for all the nations from the beginning.”5 
 
Remember from our previous study in Luke 24:13-35 this thought, “Jewish history isn’t about 
God destroying their enemies, but God fulfilling His promises to provide a SEED and a 
SACRIFICE so that the nations of the world would be BLESSED, not DESTROYED.” 
 
The purpose [vision] of God has always been global. God’s design is for all of creation to be 
transformed and for worshippers from every tribe, tongue, peoples, and nations to be gathered. 
His plan has always been for the earth to be covered in the knowledge of His glory even as the 
waters cover the seas.  
 

Listen to the apostle Paul’s language at the end of Acts. 
 

Acts 28:23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. 
From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince 
them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what 
he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made 
one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 

 
26 “‘Go to this people, and say, 
“You will indeed hear but never understand, 
    and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 
27 For this people's heart has grown dull, 
    and with their ears they can barely hear, 
    and their eyes they have closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes 
    and hear with their ears 
and understand with their heart 
    and turn, and I would heal them.’ 
 

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the [ethnos – Nations] 
Gentiles; they will listen.”  

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming 
the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 

 

There should be no doubt that the devil is seeking a counterfeit plan to globalize the world’s 
economy, authority, and power. And what he intends to do through evil, God is working for 
good. But the devil will fail and God has, is, and shall win. Thus, you and I need not fear as to 
what is taking place. 
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[One World: Together At Home - Global Citizen “Fund” raiser for WHO on April 18, 2020]  

The only one world I’m a part of is the fallen world. And the only one world I work for and long 

after is the one set up by God the Father through Jesus Christ His Son in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. The only throne I worship at and bow before is the throne that Jesus the Christ sits on. 

And the only prayer I pray begins with “Our Father who is in heaven holy is your name. Your 

kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Any attempt at living out the 

plan of God absent from God is a counterfeit, shame and mockery. Humanity has made this 

attempt in the Flood of Noah and the Tower of Babel. Today, we see the serpent’s continued 

assault against that of the woman’s. Thankfully, Christians can rest in the absolute and 

overarching power of the Triune God. 

 

Every day I pray the Lord’s Prayer, I am repenting of my self-autonomy, my self-affection, 

and my self-adoration. It has never been and cannot be about me but only and always about 

Him. 

 

Notice how in all of this, we are witnesses to the truth. What truth? The aforementioned truth! 
 

C. The plan (“you are witnesses”) 
 
You are witnesses. This becomes a key concept of testimony in Acts. See Acts 1:8.  
 
Here is where you and I must not get caught up in the politics, the quest for one world, a global 
community, and grabbing for power in our own day. None of that is our mission. Our mission 
is to declare that Jesus is Lord and that God has raised him from the dead and unless humanity 
accepts this, they cannot be forgiven of their sin against God and enter into His presence for 
their joy. 
 
As we are going, as we live out the gospel in the horizontal, we are witnesses of two things: 
Jesus is Lord and Jesus is alive. 
 
Let us not veer off the clear course set for us by our King. But how is this act of witnessing to be 
accomplished? Our next statement shows us how. 
 
IV. He promises them/us a future power (v. 49) 
 

 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 

 
“The promise of my Father,” with τοῦ ̟ατρός (tou patros) translated as a subjective genitive. 

This is a reference to the Holy Spirit and looks back to how one could see Messiah had come 

with the promise of old (Luke 3:15-18). The promise is rooted in Jer 31:31 and Ezek 36:26.6 
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This promise of power is still yet future for them, but lies in the past for us. You and I as the 

people of God have been clothed with this power. There are two words at play. The first is 

authority and the second is power. Authority means you have the right to do it. Power means 

you have the ability to do it. All of this authority and power lies in God. It isn’t something we 

have. It is something He is and because we are in Him and He in us, we have this right and 

power to proclaim Jesus to all the nations. 

 

Right now, the church of Jesus Christ has to push past all of the religious pluralism and political 

correctness and cultural intolerance and say Jesus is alive and Jesus is Lord and unless you give 

up yourself and receive Him as such you cannot be saved and you will be separated from God 

forever. And the veracity of our message isn’t its approval by others, but its origin in the 

Almighty. God, through His Word, tells us what is true. Everything else counter to this is a 

falsehood. And the issue isn’t, “Can you explain this?” But rather, “Can you accept this?” 

 

This passage enables us to go from where we are in the Gospel of Luke to where we will be in 
the Book of Acts. It is important to remember how Luke and Acts form one Story. 
 

 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.” 9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, 
behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same 
way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. (Acts 1:6-12) 

 
This passage and their experience has this co-mingling of information and emotion. The truth 
of God is objective and absolute. The emotion of humanity is subjective and uncertain. And 
somehow those two come together in us.  
 
So, what do we do with this? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. You and I, the church, are witnesses of His resurrection and absolute Kingship over this 
world. 

2. We have His presence and the fulfilling of His promise assuring us that His mission is 
being accomplished. 

3. God is calling us to go big. There is no other option.  
4. God’s purpose is our compass. 
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“Application:  In these times of unrest and fear it is easy to live without hope.  The passage 
we are looking at would have resonated similarly with the disciples.  Jesus is confronting their 
unrest and fear through His resurrection.  Through this confrontation it is quite profound that 
Jesus’ comfort to the disciples is based on past fulfillment and future hope.  In our current 
situation, the prescription is the same.  Past fulfillment and future hope are what will carry us 
through the storm and into joy.”7    

 
VISUAL – night light. 
 
He is that night light that we sleep with at night. 
 
VISUAL – compass 
 
I do not need to wonder what I am to do in this life and what I will do in the next. 
 
His story dominates this story. Your pieces do fit together in His puzzle. Your dots do connect 
when they are connected to His.  
 
 

1 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24  
2 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24  
3 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24 
4 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24 
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24 
6 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24 
7 WORKSHOPS ON BIBLICAL EXPOSITION, SMALL GROUP PREPARATION WORKSHEET, Jacob Michalski, Luke 24:36-49. 
 

                                                           


