
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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THE Story CONTINUES: From PASSION To PENTECOST 

 

“And Their Eyes Were Opened” 
[“He was known to them in the breaking of bread”] 

Luke 24:13-35 
 

The Story is true. Jesus is alive! 

 

AN OPENING PRAYER: 
 

Our Father, our passage tells us that our eyes are closed to seeing Jesus. That unless and until 

you act, we cannot see Him. Holy Spirit, open our eyes. Do what pleases you. Lift up Jesus so 

that we might see Him for our healing. Our thoughts are fragmented, our eyes are blurred, our 

ears are ringing, and our souls are indifferent. Only you can lift the shroud engulfing us. Lift the 

veil.  Show us Jesus. May our hearts burn within us. Do for us what we can never do for 

ourselves. Heal us we pray. In the name of Jesus, the power of the Holy Spirit and the love of 

the Father, Amen. 

  

Awakening To What Is True 

Have you ever lived in an altered reality? Where you think one thing even as something else is 

actually going on?  
 

Often when my grandkids come over, I fall asleep in the recliner. At some point they are shaking 

me and telling me to wake up, wake up! 
 

“When I die, I want to die like my grandfather who died peacefully in his sleep. Not screaming 

like all the passengers in his car.” ― Will Rogers  
 

Illustration: Driving home from the Frozen Otter with Pastor Giles and falling asleep at the 

wheel. I thought I was fine until a panic stricken Pastor Giles woke me from a dead sleep as we 

were veering sharply off the highway! You and I might think we are doing fine only to find 

ourselves asleep at the wheel.  
 

Many Christians are caught up with the confusion spun by various news cycles. Their lives and 

practical theology are colored and crafted by the unbelieving. Other Christians are reading way 

too much current events into their eschatology and this becomes their defining compass. 

Friends, we need to wake up to one thing: this Story is true and Jesus is alive! 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

For an excellent reading of sequence read the following article: 

Posted on April 27, 2011 by Msgr. Charles Pope  

A Chronological Sequence of the Resurrection Events  
http://blog.adw.org/2011/04/a-chronological-sequence-of-the-resurrection-events/  
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 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 

“Luke tells the story of the empty tomb with little drama. He simply notes that when they 
arrived the stone had been rolled away in a position where the tomb could be entered. This large 
stone was often placed in a channel so that it could be easily moved by rolling it aside. The other 
possibility is that it was merely placed over the opening in a position from which it had now 
been moved.”1 
 

The intent of this story is to verify the truth of the Old Testament and their fulfillment in Jesus. 

 

I. The 1st Scene – At the Tomb – His Resurrection  
(vv. 1-12 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

II. The 2nd Scene – On the Road to Emmaus  
(vv. 13-32 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

III. The 3rd Scene – In a room [the upper room?]  
(vv. 33-49 [He reminds them of what is true]) 

 

IV. The 4th and Finally Scene – On a hill [from the mount called Olivet / Acts 1:12] –  
His Ascension (vv. 50-53 [Let the Games Begin!]) 

 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

The very nature of this storyline is truly epic. We work to make this clear, but often fail to capture 

the true enormity of what we are dealing with. There is not a single piece that does not fit into 

this picture puzzle. 

 

If I had several puzzles without pictures and then mixed all of the puzzle pieces, I would have 

an almost impossible task of putting them together. But what if I had the picture for each puzzle 

and each puzzle had a distinct color code, well, the task would be much easier. When I tell you 

that the Bible tells a single story and at the center of this story is Jesus, I’ve just given you the 

picture and the color code.  Friends, all of life’s pieces fit into this one puzzle that finds their 

answer and clarity in Jesus’ perfect law conforming life and sacrificial and substitutionary death. 

 

Jesus has died, He’s risen again, and He shows up on the road to Emmaus, a small town seven 
miles from Jerusalem.  Two of His disciples were walking along.  One was named Cleopas.  The 
other name is not given.  Some commentators believe that it was Cleopas and his wife but we 
don’t know.  Jesus walks up to them, but they don’t recognize Him and He says, “What are you 
talking about?”  And they say, “Where have You been? [it is almost shocking or startling that 
He would have no idea] What’s everyone talking about?  We’re talking about Jesus of 
Nazareth.  We thought He was the Promised One but He died and now we don’t know what to 
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do.” From that point forward, Jesus begins to explain how all of the Hebrew Scripture is pointing 
to this moment in time. 
 
Our passage show this. We will use the language of a PLOT LINE to explain our passage. 
 
THE STRUCTURE: Working off of a PLOT LINE for this paragraph / event 

 

What they found was not what they expected. They came expecting an occupied tomb and 

left finding an empty tomb. 

 

I. There was Confusion | The Setting (vv. 13-24)  
 

 13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him.  
 

 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other 
as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they 
said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered 
him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at 
the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back 
saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 
him they did not see.”  

 
“Grk “And behold.” Here καί (kai) has been translated as “now” to indicate the transition to a 
new topic. The Greek word ἰδού (idou) at the beginning of this statement has not been translated 
because it has no exact English equivalent here, but adds interest and emphasis (BDAG 468 s.v. 
1).”2 
 
v. 14 This term suggests emotional dialogue and can thus be translated “debated.” 
 
v. 15 “Discussing so intently” translates the reciprocal idea conveyed by ̟ρὸς ἀλλήλους (pros 
allēlous). The term ἀντιβάλλω (antiballō), used only here in the NT, has the nuance of “arguing” 
or “debating” a point (the English idiom “to exchange words” also comes close).3 
 
v. 16 Were holden that they should not know him (ekratounto tou mê epignônai auton). 
Imperfect passive of krateô, continued being held, with the ablative case of the articular 
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infinitive, "from recognizing him," from knowing him fully (epi-gnônai, ingressive aorist of 
epiginôsko). The mê is a redundant negative after the negative idea in ekratounto.4 
 
“There is irony and almost a sense of mocking disbelief as the question “Are you the only visitor 
to Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that have happened there in these days?” comes to Jesus, but, 
of course, the readers know what the travelers do not.”5 
 
They explained to Jesus exactly what the women experienced and spoke. 
 
There was this haze or mist lingering over the lay of the land. The word disbelief and doubt 
occur often.  There wasn’t immediate clarity as to what actually just happened. They were 
stunned. They could not believe it was true. Why did He not reveal himself to them? 
 
Jesus teases information out of them. You can sense the incredulous response by the two 
disciples. Their concept of redeem Israel was misplaced (v. 21). We still have a skewed view of 
what God’s redemption of His people means / looks like.  
 

 While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was 
near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear 
immediately. (Luke 19:11) 
 

 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time 
You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know 
times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” (Acts 
1:6-8) 

 
They were getting it all wrong and now we think we are getting it all right. 
 
They remember God destroying the Egyptians. They remember God destroying the Canaanites. 
They remember God destroying the Assyrians. They remember God destroying the 
Babylonians. They remember God destroying the Medes. They remember God destroying the 
Persians. They remember God destroying the Greeks. And now they are expecting God to 
destroy the Romans. What’s happened? Friends, Jewish history isn’t about God destroying 
their enemies, but God fulfilling His promises to provide a SEED and a SACRIFICE so that 
the nations of the world would be BLESSED, not DESTROYED. 
 
Yet, in their thought pattern it isn’t supposed to look like this. We thought Jesus was the ONE. 
It is the same question John the Baptist asked while in prison. 
 

 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 Jesus 
answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the BLIND 
RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead 
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are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.” (Matt. 11:3-
5) 

 
Luke’s intent is to tell a story verifying the resurrection of Jesus and the inauguration of God’s 
fulfillment of His promises. This Story is true and Jesus is alive! 
 
II. There was Explanation | The Rising Action (vv. 25-29)  

 

 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 
What did Jesus tell his disciples? Everything in the Gospel of Luke! We have labored on these 
points often how the Bible tells a single unified Story and at the center of this Story is Jesus. This 
is exactly what He does. This Story is true and Jesus is alive! 
 
Mixing Our Puzzle Pieces [hold up a large puzzle piece throughout the entire study] 

Mixing multiple puzzles and not being able to fit the parts because they are for the wrong 

picture. Friends, all of life’s pieces fit into this one puzzle that finds their answer and clarity in 

Jesus’ perfect law conforming life and sacrificial and substitutionary death. 

 
In order for the Garden to be restored, the Son of God must suffer. The serpent’s seed had to 
crush His heel. The sacrifice had to be killed. Blood had to be shed. 
 
There is no atonement without the shedding of blood. 
 
Sam Harris, a notable atheist writes: 

“The notion that Jesus Christ died for our sins and that his death constitutes a successful 
propitiation of a “loving” God is a direct and undisguised inheritance of the scapegoating 
barbarism that has plagued bewildered people throughout history. Viewed in a modern 
context, it is an idea at once so depraved and fantastical that it is hard to know where to 
begin to criticize it.”6 

 
From their reason, why would anyone, let alone God, offer up their own child for the sins or 
offenses of another against them? It does not make any sense. Folks, this way of reasoning is 
true. It is why we call the cross a scandal or an atrocity. From our vantage point, it does not 
make any sense. Yet God’s ways and thoughts exceed ours.  
 
The question isn’t, “Can you explain it?” The question is, “Can you accept it?” 
 
The only way you will accept Jesus as your Savior from sin and death is by believing, “You can’t, 
but God can, and Jesus did.” 
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The reference to Moses and all the prophets is a way to say the promise of Messiah runs throughout 
Old Testament scripture from first to last. 
 

They misunderstood what the Seed Promise meant as well as the Blood Picture. They 
misunderstood what the sacrificial system and the Calendar of Feasts meant. They saw the 
shadow but failed to understand the substance. They knew the type, but failed to know the 
antitype. 
 

Jesus had fully explained to them that He, the One, the Messiah would die. But He also explained 
to them that He would rise from the grave and come again for His people. 
 
Listen to Luke 22:15-20. 
 

 15 And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God.” 17 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share 
it among yourselves; 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now 
on until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And when He had taken some bread and given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of Me.” 20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had 
eaten, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.” 

 
Listen to John 14:1-3. 
 

 1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's 
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I 
am going.” 

 
After all of this exposition, he acts as if he was leaving them. 
 

 28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 

farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and 
the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them.  

 
All of Scripture tells a single unified story and at the center of this story is JESUS. They still did 
not know who He was. They were “foolish ones and slow of heart.” How often is this true of 
us? 
 
What if the story unfolded with them not insisting Jesus join them? 
 
III. There was Revelation | The Climax (vv. 30-32)  
 

 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave 
it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished 
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from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?”  

 
[Break a loaf of bread and pour a cup of wine]  
 
Jesus uses the symbolism [illustration] of the Table to reveal Himself. Even as we wrestle in 
trying to explain the table, we miss the point. 
 
There is something mysterious about the celebration of the Lord’s Table that we must not 
overlook. It is in the breaking of the bread that Jesus is known. 
 
This is the famous passage from St. Augustine’s Confessions (Lib 1,1-2,2.5,5: CSEL 33, 1-5) in which 
Saint Augustine states “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in 
you.” 

Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise; your power is immense, and your 
wisdom beyond reckoning. And so we men, who are a due part of your creation, long to 
praise you – we also carry our mortality about with us, carry the evidence of our sin and 
with it the proof that you thwart the proud. You arouse us so that praising you may bring 
us joy, because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is restless until 
it rests in you. 

 
There is something inside all of us that calls us for address. There is something within all of 
humanity that is inescapable. It cries out for satisfaction, for rest. And it can only be answered 
in Christ. When God does address the human condition, then and only then do our hearts burn 
within us. 
 
IV. There was Declaration | Resolution / New Setting (vv. 33-35)  
 

 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven 
and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 
and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how 
he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 
It is as we know and learn from Him that we can go and tell of Him. This is our mission. 
 
Verse 15 says Emmaus is about a seven mile journey from Jerusalem. I would assume they were 
walking at a casual pace of about 3 to 3½ miles an hour.  
 
Our passage says that in their excitement, they ran back to Jerusalem to share the news and their 
story. I’m sure it took them less than two hours to get back! This is what we now do. 
 
“It is there, on Calvary, that the kingdom, the kingly rule of God, won its decisive victory over 
all the powers that contradict it. The cross is not a defeat reversed by the resurrection; it is a 
victory proclaimed (to chosen witnesses) by the resurrection. . . . The center of the revealed 
mystery of the reign of God is the Cross. There the power of God is revealed—but it is revealed 
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as weakness. The glory of God is revealed—but it is revealed as humiliation. The victory of God 
is revealed—but it is revealed as defeat.”7 
 
THE EMPHASIS: 

 

The Story is true and Jesus is alive. 

 

1. What they found was not what they expected. They came expecting an occupied tomb 

and left finding an empty tomb. 

2. The question isn’t, “Can you explain it?” The question is, “Can you accept it?” 
a. Can you accept that “You can’t, but God can, and Jesus did?”  
b. The simplicity of the gospel never changes. If you will confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
3. It is as we know and learn from Him that we can go and tell of Him. 

 

So what do we do with this? 

 

 If like those early disciple you question whether or not it is true, go back to the Empty Tomb. 

 If like those early disciple you question whether or not it is true, go back to the Table. 

 If like those early disciple you question whether or not it is true, go back to the Mission. 

 

Jesus the Christ the Messiah is the centerpiece of the biblical story. He is the SEED PROMISE 

and the BLOOD PICTURE. In Christ, His people and creation are restored to the Father and to 

their original design. 

 

Celebrate the Lord’s Table  

Father, as we break this bread and drink this wine, may your Holy Spirit cause our eyes to open 

that we might see the resurrected Christ.  Knit our hearts together with all those who confess 

that Jesus is Lord and that you have raised Him from the dead. 

 

 

1 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24  
2 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24  
3 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24  
4 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on Luke 24:16. 
5 https://netbible.org/bible/Luke+24 
6 https://samharris.org/the-sacrifice-of-reason/  
7 Here’s Why I Keep Returning to Lesslie Newbigin Trevin Wax  | February 19, 2019 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/heres-keep-returning-lesslie-newbigin/  

  

                                                           


