
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 
Date:  April 5, 2020 (Palm Sunday) 
 
Sermon Title:     “Fear not, behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” 
  
Sermon Series: “Fear Not, Stand Firm” 
 
Text:  Luke 19:28-44 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2020 
 
 

 



Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths | 4-5-2020 

 

1 

FEAR NOT, STAND FIRM | LESSON 3 
Fear Not Because God’s Presence and Promises Shall Never Fail 
 
God is knowable and a known God stabilizes His people in an unknown world. Therefore, 
15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” 
 

“Fear not, behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!” 
Luke 19:28-44  
[John 21:15] 

 
EMPHASIS | BIG IDEA: 
 
My email box is flooded with ministries inviting me to live stream so that we can get more 
people and money.  Really?  Is money and video hits supposed to be our focus?  I got an email 
today assuring me that Starbucks is still there for me. Really? I do not wish to diminish a good 
cup of coffee at the beginning of my day. I have few exceptions to a morning that begins with 
coffee and Bible.  But if a cup of coffee is the answer for my anxiety, then I really have a bigger 
problem. 
 

 Jesus is King; not the religious system, not rules and regulations, not political parties or 
the financially powerful, and not false identifying messiahs.   

 Jesus is King; therefore His people need not fear the destruction of the body. But rather 
we are to fear Him who has the power to destroy both soul and body. 

 Jesus is King and at His name every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He 
is the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings to the glory of God the Father. 

 What does this mean if Jesus is King? 
o Will you confess Him now in worship and adoration or will you bow before Him 

in judgment and wrath? 
 
AN INTRODUCTION: 
 
We live in an uncertain world. But no matter what we face, God’s Word provides hope for our 
souls. If you’ve been wondering what the Bible has to say about your current situation, let us 
consider God’s answer to your problem.  
 
Father, we are living in an exceptional time as a church in this nation. We know globally our 
brothers and sisters suffer as pilgrims in a hostile world. We know you are in control and that 
there is nothing new under the sun. We know that you won the victory at the cross and that 
you are right now reshaping this world into your new creation. Nothing we encounter is 
outside of your will. Help us not to grieve and panic like those who have no hope. Guide us 
in our moments not to fear. Even as we do not gather as a church, may we continue to fight 
for the good of your people and the glory of our King. 
 
Give wisdom to our governing officials, strength and protection to our first responders, and 
clarity to your people to hold fast to Christ. Thank you for your presence in this study of your 
Word for your people, Amen. 



 

2 

 
The Historical Context: 
 
There are two elements to the historical context for this moment. 
First, Jesus is in Jerusalem for the celebration for PASSOVER. We just noted the theological 
context for PASSOVER in Exodus 12-15. 
 
God saves His people and sanctifies His people. What He has done in shadow, He will do in 
substance. 
 
“The week we now call Holy Week, starts with Palm Sunday. The importance of this week is 
seen in three of the gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) devoting a full third of their 
contents to reporting this week, and The Fourth Gospel (John) dedicates its entire last half?”1  
 
What we call PASSION WEEK is the apex to the entire Story. It has been building since Genesis 
3:15 and 21. If we track this story through the structure of each Gospel, we see that this moment 
is pivotal as to who Jesus is and the response it is soliciting.  
 
“Jerusalem, which had a normal population of about 50,000 at this time, had at least tripled in 
size because of the influx of pilgrims celebrating the Jewish holiday Passover.”2 
 
As one of seven feasts and part of the three pilgrim feasts (Passover, Pentecost, and Booths), 
Jesus came to Jerusalem to celebrate the PASSOVER.  
 
On an annual basis, Jesus would go to Jerusalem to participate in the PASSOVER. 
 

 41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover . . . 43 and 
as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem. (Luke 2:41, 43) 

 
Jesus is heading “up” to Jerusalem. Luke 18:35 says he was approaching Jericho. Jericho is 
approximately 15 miles from Jerusalem. While in Jericho, He heals a blind man. The blind man’s 
utterance vocalizes the sentiments of many, “Son of David, have mercy on me.” The air was 
thick with expectancy and energy. 
 

 35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging . . . 38 And he called out, 
saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! 39 Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Luke 18:35, 38, 39) 

 
Second, the Jewish people are subject to Roman rule and authority. Whatever authority the Jews 
have internally is given to them by the Romans. Those Jews who held power from Rome did not 
desire to lose that power and upset the proverbial apple cart. Jesus was the fly in the anointment.  
Rome allowed the Jews to celebrate PASSOVER. However, Rome was very aware of the 
EXODUS story.  
 
During the PASSOVER celebration, Rome would make its presence known. The intent was to 
keep the peace. 
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“Less well-known is the historical fact that a Roman imperial procession was also entering 
Jerusalem for Passover from the other side of the city. It happened every year: the Roman 
governor of Judea, whose residence was in Caesarea on the coast, rode up to Jerusalem in order 
to be present in the city in case there were riots at Passover, the most politically volatile of the 
annual Jewish festivals. With him came soldiers and cavalry to reinforce the imperial garrison 
in Jerusalem. It is clear what Pilate’s procession was about. By proclaiming the pomp and power 
of empire, its purpose was to intimidate.”3 
 
“Passover was a time of tension and political unrest and Palm Sunday was a time in which 
competing and conflicting claims to kingship and ruler ship of the world would be played out.”4 
 
In these two events two statements are being made. 
First, just as God has delivered His people so also God will deliver His people. 
Second, the Messiah whom God promised would come is coming riding on the donkey. 
 
Literary Context: 
 
Luke 19:10 says Jesus is here to seek and to save the lost. 
Luke 19:11 says Jesus has to clear up a misunderstanding as to the timing and nature of God’s 
Kingdom. 
Luke 19:27 says those who follow Jesus will enter into His kingdom, but those who reject Jesus 
will not. 
Our story, Luke 19:28-44, continues that presentation. What will we do with this individual 
called Jesus? 
 
THE STRUCTURE: 
 
There is an intended parallel between the PASSOVER and EXODUS Story and what Jesus is 
now doing.  What we will see is that Jesus is the “new” Moses who leads His people out of 
bondage and into the Promised Land.  Jesus is the “new” King who destroys His enemies and 
starts a just and righteous reign.  Jesus knows what is about to happen (chap. 9). Hebrews 12:2 
tells us, “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
Let us consider four elements in our text. The focus of the narrative seems to hinge on Jesus’ 
entry into the city, which is kingly in nature, and the response of His coming by the crowds. 
 
I. An Unbroken Colt (19:28-35) 

 
 28 After He had said these things, He was going on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When He approached 

Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go 
into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever 
sat; untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord has 
need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord has need 
of it.” (Luke 19:28-34) 
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Matthew 21:5 says this in fulfillment of a prophecy. The prophecy was spoken by the Prophet 
Zechariah. 
 

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is 
coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from Jerusalem; And the bow 
of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; And His dominion will be from sea to sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of My covenant with 

you, I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  (Zech. 9:9-11) 

 
It is interesting to have John 12:15 use the phrase, “Fear not” [the same in Matthew 28] to start 
Zechariah 9:9 and not “Greatly rejoice.”5 
 
Remember the promise of Isaiah 9:6 and Habakkuk 2:17 and the very purpose of Creation? 
When this King comes, then . . . . 
 
What is the uniqueness of this moment? Everything created bows before Him and obeys His 
voice. God is fulfilling an ancient promise. Jesus is the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE and 
the completion of the BLOOD PICTURE. 
 

 All of creation bows before Him. 

 He is able to make descendants from stone (3:8).  

 He is able to make bread from stone (4:3). 

 He has the authority to rebuke the wind and the surging waves (8:24). 

 He can multiply fish and loaves in order to feed thousands (9:10-17). 
 
He is going to set His people free and fill the earth with a knowledge of His glory. This is what 
Jesus began in His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. He is bringing together all of the 
promises of God for His people and for Creation. 
 
The one who comes has authority over everything. 
 
II. An Unexpected King (19:36-40) 

 
 35 They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, 

they were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the 

Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 

the miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: “BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME 

OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones 

will cry out!” (Luke 19:35-40) 

 

Jesus is King, but of a different imagery than they expected.  

 

Notice four highlights contained in this moment revealing Jesus is King. 
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A. Riding on a colt 
 
Solomon had done the same immediately before he was enthroned as king of Israel: 
 

 King David said... "Cause my son Solomon to ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihop, and 
let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him king over Israel; then blow the trumpet, 
and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit upon my 
throne... So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the 
Cherethites and Pelethites, went down and caused Solomon to ride on King David's mule, and 
brought him to Gihon [the spring alongside the Temple mount]. There Zadok the priest took the horn 
of oil from the tent, and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, 
"Long live King Solomon!" And all the people went up after him, playing on pipes, and rejoicing with great 
joy, so that the earth was split by their noise. (1 Kings 1:32-40) 
 

 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from 
Jerusalem; And the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; And His 
dominion will be from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, 
because of the blood of My covenant with you, I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
(Zech 9:9-11) 

 
Notice that Solomon's triumphal entry on the mule takes place after having been anointed king 
in the waters of the Gihon and immediately before his enthronement. Thus, this is not just a 
triumphal entry, but a royal enthronement.  
 

B. Casting Garments and Waving Palm Leaves 
 

 11 Now Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all well? Why did this 
mad fellow come to you?” And he said to them, “You know very well the man and his talk.” 12 

They said, “It is a lie, tell us now.” And he said, “Thus and thus he said to me, ‘Thus says the 
LORD, I have anointed you king over Israel.’” 13 Then they hurried and each man took his garment 
and placed it under him on the bare steps, and blew the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is king!” 14 So Jehu 
the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. Now Joram with all Israel was 
defending Ramoth-gilead against Hazael king of Aram, 15 but King Joram had returned to Jezreel to 
be healed of the wounds which the Arameans had inflicted on him when he fought with Hazael king 
of Aram. So Jehu said, “If this is your mind, then let no one escape or leave the city to go tell it in 
Jezreel.” (2 Kings 9:11-15) 

 
“The triumphal entry and the palm branches, resemble the celebration of Jewish liberation in 1 
Maccabees (13:51) which states: ‘And entered into it ... with thanksgiving, and branches of palm 
trees, and with harps, and cymbals, and with viols, and hymns, and songs.’”6 
 

C. Quoting Psalm 118 [Blessed is the King] 
 

 Behold, your house is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes 
when you say, “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!” (Luke 13:35) 
 

 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. 23 This is the LORD'S 
doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and 
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be glad in it. 25 O LORD, do save, we beseech You; O LORD, we beseech You, do send prosperity! 26 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the 
LORD. (Ps. 118:22-26) 

 
Psalm 118 speaks of rejection and judgment, yet such causes His people to rejoice! 
 
The Pharisees also understood what was taking place, but refused to accept Him for who He 

was. 

 
“Once this Old Testament background is in place, Jesus’ Triumphal Entry takes on a deeper 
significance. First, he is deliberately recapitulating Solomon's royal entry into Jerusalem when 
he was enthroned as king. Second, he is performing a prophetic sign of the fulfillment of 
Zechariah's prophecy of the coming of the Messiah. In other words, Jesus is both a New 
Solomon and the long-awaited Messiah. Should there be any doubt about this, Matthew's 
Gospel makes both very clear, since he not only cites Zechariah 9, but the crowds describe Jesus 
as none other than the ‘son of David’, a title to which, above all people, Solomon bore the right.”7 
 

D. The stones will cry out 
 

Many suggest Jesus is referencing Hab. 2:11. 
 

 11 “Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, And the rafter will answer it from the framework. 12 Woe to 
him who builds a city with bloodshed And founds a town with violence! 13 Is it not indeed from the LORD 
of hosts That peoples toil for fire, And nations grow weary for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled With 
the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. . . 20 But the LORD is in His holy 
temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him.” (Hab. 2:11-14, 20) 

 

In light of all this, what kind of a response might we expect from the people? 
 
III. An Unprepared People (19:41-44 [see also Luke 21:1ff]) 
 

 41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known in this 
day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 For the 
days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you 
and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and 
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your 
visitation.” (Luke 19:41-44) 

 

Jesus weeps over the souls of His people (v. 41 [See also Matthew 23:37]). 
 

Matthew 21:10 has those present asking, “Who is this?” Jesus speaks of a time of destruction for 
the nation of Israel.  
 

The visitation He speaks of happened in 70AD. This, however, is only a shadow of the greater 
judgment that awaits us all when God will raise the quick and the dead, separate the believing 
from the unbelieving. In that day, He finalizes the new creation and heaven and earth become 
one.  
 

The nation refused to receive their king. Because they refuse Him, He will refuse them.  
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IV. An Unclean Temple (19:45, 46) 
 

 45 Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling, 46 saying to them, “It is written, 
‘AND MY HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER,’ but you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN.” 47 And 
He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the 
people were trying to destroy Him, 48 and they could not find anything that they might do, for all the 
people were hanging on to every word He said. (Luke 19:45-48) 

 
Jesus is reclaiming what is His through signs and wonders. He is purging and remaking the 
“Garden.” 
 
The contrast is stark. What was to be a place of prayer became a robbers’ den. The people were 
victimized, exploited, and wearied. We also hear this same thing in the days of the prophets (Jer. 
23:1ff; Ezek. 34:1ff). 
 
“King Jehu rode into Samaria (a kind of false Jerusalem) over the garments of his adherents in 
order to destroy the temple of the false god Baal (2 Kgs 9:11-10:28). One of the first things Christ 
does upon entering Jerusalem is bring judgment to the Temple which has become a den of 
thieves. The typology in this account is rather startling as 2 Kgs chapter nine contains strong 
messianic language. Like King Jehu, Christ the King comes as a judge over ceremonial 
regulations.”8 
 
Verse 46 and 47 summarize the continued tension between the populace and the priests. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“If Jesus is king, what does that look like in your life?  How am I to view my finances, my family, 
the people I work with? In the midst of this pandemic, the lordship of the Messiah should give 
us comfort.  Our comfort is not in Jesus retuning all our finances or Him giving me a job when 
this is all said and done.  My hope is that no matter what happens on this earth, Jesus is still my 
Messiah and King.  His kingdom is already inaugurated and will be fully realized as this earth 
will be remade.  Rest in the Lordship of the Messiah.”9      
 
God in Jesus is remaking His creation for His glory. Let us remember Philippians 2:9-11. We 
know what God is doing and why. 
 

 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. (Phil. 2:9-11) 
 

 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved. (Rom. 10:9, 10). 
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