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Saturday Night Devotional 
“He Knows Your Name” 

Paul’s Greetings: Part 2 (Romans 16:1-16) 

I am impressed with Paul, the apostle, the man with a vision for the world, when I read Romans 
16:1-16. Paul has already succeeded in preaching the gospel from Jerusalem to Illyricum (15:19), 
and he now has his heart set on preaching in Spain. Yet, Paul pauses to take time to write this 
monumental epistle to a church he did not found and which he has not yet visited. In spite of 
this, Paul is able to greet many of these saints by name. In these few verses, twenty-nine people 
are mentioned specifically. He seems to be able to identify these people in the groupings of 
which they were a part. He also is able to give some personal information about many of them. 
Frankly, many Christians would be hard-pressed to name as many people and be as specific 
about them if these were people in their own church. Paul is able to do this in writing to a church 
he has never yet visited. His greetings are a most impressive feat.1  

Snapshot of a Church (Romans 16:1-16, 21-23)2 
 
The church is made up of ordinary, diverse people who know the Lord, are growing in Him, 
serve Him, and love one another. 
 

1. The church is made up of ordinary, diverse people who are “in the Lord.” 
 
2. The church is made up of ordinary people growing to know the Lord through sound 

teaching. 
 
3. The church is made up of diverse people who are deepening their relationships with one 

another in the Lord. 
 
4. The church is made up of people who are family and thus are hospitable and helpful toward 

one another. 
 
5. The church is made up of people who work hard together for the Lord. 
 
6. The church is made up of both men and women who serve the Lord, but in different roles 

and capacities. 
 
7. The church is made up of whole families that have come to faith in Christ through the 

gospel. 
 
Conclusion 
 
None of the people listed in Romans 16 were famous or powerful in the world’s eyes. None of 
them knew that their names would be enshrined in Scripture for millions of Christians down 
through the ages to read. Even though our names will never be in Scripture and none of us will 
probably be recognized or remembered by the world, God knows your name and you are 
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important to Him. He sent His Son to rescue you from sin and judgment. He has given you an 
important role to play in His kingdom purposes. It may be to be a loving homemaker and to 
rear your children to love and follow Christ. It may be to set a godly example as a loving 
husband and father. It may include serving in some capacity in the local church or in the cause 
of world missions. It may be to tell your neighbor the good news of Jesus Christ and to explain 
to him (or her) how he can have his sins forgiven and go to heaven. 
 
Whatever your gifts and calling, the most important thing is that you know that Christ has saved 
you from eternal judgment because you have put your trust in Him as Savior and Lord. Then 
look for ways that you can serve the Lord, as these people did. Read through the descriptions 
again and ask yourself, “How would Paul have described me if he had known me?” 
 
William Barclay observes (The Letter to the Romans [Westminster, rev. ed.], p. 220), “It is a great 
thing to go down to history as the man or woman with the open hand or as the man or woman 
with the brotherly / sisterly heart. Someday people will sum us up in one sentence. What will 
that sentence be?” 
 
Application Questions 
 

1. How would Paul have described you if you were in this list? How would you like to be 
described? 

2. If Paul wrote a letter to Waukesha Bible Church, what would he say? How would he 
commend or correct us? 

3. Can you share the gospel clearly when given the chance? Make a list of your “8 to 15” 
and begin to pray for opportunities to share the gospel with them. 

 

ASSIGNMENT FOR FAMILY CAMP: 
Do you recall a long-ago encouraging remark or comment that still resonates with you? Can 
you think of something you or someone else did that had reverberations way beyond what 
was initially expected? Today, go ask someone to remember a favorite relative and to describe 
a memory that vividly comes to mind.  What I’ve often found is these memories are of something 
that the person would describe as insignificant:  helping with homework, skipping stones on a 
pond, or just conversation around a kitchen table.  The reality is that mundane events are what 
we remember in the long run.  If I asked you to recall a teacher’s encouraging words, and phoned 
the teacher, would that teacher even remember the dialogue?  Probably not, and yet those words 
are still ringing in your subconscious, powerfully taking residence in your mind.3 
 
 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/38-paul%E2%80%99s-greetings-romans-161-16 

2 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-106-snapshot-church-romans-161-16-21-23  
3 http://www.skipprichard.com/why-little-things-matter/ 

                                                           


