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Friday Night Devotional 
“He Knows Your Name” 

Paul’s Greetings: Part 1 (Romans 16:1-16)1 
 
Introduction 
These saints whom Paul greets have long since died, and their names and the information Paul 
supplies may seem irrelevant. But the Holy Spirit has not only inspired these words, He has 
preserved them for our edification. Our task is to determine why these words have been 
preserved for us and what they have to teach us. It is a task well worth the effort. Let us look to 
Him who inspired these words to open our eyes to their meaning.  
 
Phoebe: A Woman to Welcome (16:1-2) 
 
Personal Greetings (16:3-15) 
 
Before we look at these greetings themselves, let us remind ourselves of several pertinent facts. 
 

1. Paul did not establish the church in Rome.  Indeed, he has never been to Rome. 
 

2. Paul had a substantial ministry, taking him to many cities and countries and introducing 
him to countless numbers of people.  

 
3. Paul had goals that were global.  

 
4. Of all the epistles we would expect to be cold and distant, Romans would come close to 

the top of the list, having never visited there.  
 
Overall Observations Concerning Paul’s Greetings 
 

1. The term “greet” is found 16 times in verses 3-15 (plus one more occurrence in verse 16). 
 

2. This greeting section is, by far, the largest of all of the epistles, larger than all the others 
combined. 

 
3. Including Phoebe, 25 people are mentioned by name.  

 
4. Two other individuals are specifically referred to, but not by name—Rufus’ mother, in 

verse 13, and Nereus’ sister in verse 15. 
 

5. Paul’s words imply that he had a personal acquaintance or relationship with at least 10 
of those mentioned.  

 
6. Of the 15 individuals named, whom Paul seems not to have known personally, Paul 

nevertheless describes them in a way that reveals he does know a good deal about them. 
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7. Paul grouped his greetings.  
 

8. Paul’s greetings are all-inclusive rather than exclusive.  
 

9. Paul’s greetings are so extensive, personal, and detailed that some have questioned 
whether they are addressed to the saints at Rome.  

 
10. Paul’s greetings are as personal and specific as his prayers, which may very well help to 

explain the intimate knowledge Paul had of the saints in Rome. 
 
Conclusion 
 

“Greet” is the dominant word (and concept) of our passage. Every Christian is to greet other 
Christians. In some way or other, our brothers and sisters must be shown that we accept them 
and receive them into our fellowship, because we are one in Christ.  
 

Greeting visitors to our church is not just a courtesy, a polite gesture which we perform. It is an 
essential expression of who we are in Christ and of our unity with all others who are in Christ.  
 

In addition to our unity in Christ, there are several other reasons for such an emphasis on 
greeting in the final words of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. Let me conclude by explaining why 
I believe Paul devoted so much time and effort to these final greetings in Romans, based upon 
his teaching and practice elsewhere in his epistles to other churches. 
 

People are to be our priority. We are to love and serve God, above everything and everyone else. 
But our service to God is to work itself out in loving and serving others, putting their interests 
above our own, seeking to please them, and not ourselves.  
 

Paul is very much concerned about right doctrine in Romans. But right doctrine is not to be 
viewed in isolation. Right doctrine is important because it accurately reflects the character and 
conduct of God. Right doctrine is important, not only because the truth is important but also 
because people are important. This epistle, which gives such priority to doctrine, also gives 
priority to people. Let us hold both in high esteem. 
 

I hope and pray our church is known for our love for God, and that we are careful to be faithful 
to the Word of God in all that we believe and practice. But in addition to this, I hope and pray 
we are a church marked out by our love for one another, demonstrating that we are disciples of 
our Lord. 
 

ASSIGNMENT FOR FAMILY CAMP: 

For tomorrow night, I would like you to find one thing about someone you did not previously 
know and to share that one thing tomorrow night. It has to be something that would not 
embarrass or incriminate the individual! 
 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/38-paul%E2%80%99s-greetings-romans-161-16  
                                                           


