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Mark, Avoid, Don’t Quit! 
Romans 16:17-20 

 
 The Book of Romans 

 
Theme:  The Church is to proclaim and protect the GOSPEL and its implications.  
 
Introduction:  
Most mountain roads are carved out of the steep rocky face of the earth using dynamite, but that was 
off the table for the villagers of the remote Chinese town called Guoliang. In 1972, 13 villagers from the 
town sold their livestock to raise funds for road-building material. Those tools ended up being little 
more than hammers and chisels, and as you can imagine, progress was slow. The Guoliang Tunnel is 
only three quarters of a mile long but took five years to build. Locals say that traversing the road 
requires monk-like focus due to small missteps having grave consequences. This isn’t a road meant for 
high-speed hill climbs. Two cars passing by in opposite lanes require slow calculated maneuvers to 
pass each other in a way that preserves life. 
 
The gospel is chiseled in stone. Those who would deny its importance put themselves in peril. One 
cannot leave its path without personal and corporate risk. Those who repudiate its truth and handling 
the path carelessly are to be marked and avoided. Why? Because they put all of us in danger. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Exhortation (v. 17). 

 
A. Mark = “look at” See also Phil. 3:17-21. 
B. Avoid = this has the potential of ending in formal Church Discipline. 

 
II. The Explanation (v. 18 [- why / reason]). 

 

A. They do not serve the Lord BUT . . . 
B. They deceive the simple 
 

1. Cause dissentions (v. 17). 1 Cor. 3:3; Gal. 5:20) 
2. Cause hindrances (v. 17). “a  trap-stick (bent sapling)” 
3. Deceiving the hearts of the unsuspecting (v. 18). “To seduce wholly, to beguile” 

 
III. The Encouragement (vv. 19, 20 [+]). 
 

A. Their testimony 
B. Their “homework” (be wise / be simple) 
C. Their victory (v. 20 [shortly / brief space / quickly]) 

 
  



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples 

are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the 

Christian life. 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Mark those who cause division and avoid them. 
2. You keep pursuing the GOSPEL. 
3. Do not lose HEART. Real and tangible victory is on the way! 

 


