
QUESTION
13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of 

death for me?

ANSWER
May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be 

shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is 

good [THE LAW], so that through the commandment sin 

would become utterly sinful.

3 “Cycles” THE CONDITION
THE “ORTHODOX” JEW W/O JESUS

THE TENSION THE PROBLEM

1st Cycle vv. 14-17 14 ¶ For we know that the Law is 

spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into 

bondage to sin.

15 For what I am doing, I do not 

understand; for I am not 

practicing what I would like to do, 

but I am doing the very thing I 

hate.  

17 So now, no longer 

am I the one doing it, 

but sin which dwells in 

me.

2nd Cycle vv. 18-20 18 For I know that nothing good 

dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; 

for the willing is present in me, 

but the doing of the good is not.  

but sin which dwells in 

me.

3rd Cycle vv. 21-25 21 I find then the principle that evil is 

present in me, 

22 For I joyfully concur with the 

law of God [TORAH] in the inner 

man, 23 but I see a different law 

in the members of my body [SIN], 

waging war against the law of my 

mind and making me a prisoner 

of the law of sin [DEATH] which is 

in my members.

[V. 25b] So then, on the 

one hand I myself with 

my mind am serving the 

law of God [TORAH], 

but on the other, with 

my flesh the law of sin 

[DEATH].

PARENTHESIS v. 25a

24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 

25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

WHY ROMANS 7:13-25 IS NOT THE BELIEVER

UNSAVED
Orthodox Jew

Gentile

SAVED THE TENSION

IS REVERSED

THE PROBLEM

IS DEFEATED

• The Realm of the 

Law and Sin

•Old Man

•Alive to sin and 

dead to God

•A slave to sin and 

free from 

righteousness

•Death

• The Realm of the 

Spirit and 

Righteousness

•New Man

•Dead to sin and 

alive to God

• Free from sin and a 

slave to 

righteousness

• Life

15 For what I am doing, I 

do understand; for I am 

not practicing what I HATE, 

but I am practicing the 

very thing I LOVE.  

The Law is 

fulfilled and

Sin is defeated.

I AM DOING what the Law 

requires and NOT DOING 

what the Law prohibits.

THE SINNER’S HOPE
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord! 

THE SAINT’S IDENTITY [Romans 6, 8]
We are no longer the wretched man in verse 24 nor are we enslaved in the body of this death. Why? 

Because we have been crucified with Christ, buried in the likeness of His death, and raised in the likeness of 

His resurrection.

 
 


