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A Tale of Two Families 
Romans 5:12-21 

 
The Book of Romans 

 
In chapters 6-8 you have the doctrine of sanctification.  Chapter five verse twelve and following 
provide an appropriate introduction to the section.  All men are either in Adam or in Christ.  
Such a position/location determines whether one is headed for eternal separation from God or 
to live in His presence forever.  There are three primary doctrinal truths found within this 
paragraph: representation, imputation and identification.   
 

I. The Reign of Sin, its dominance - (vv. 12 - 14 [The Connection]).  

A. The Entrance of Sin  

B. The Sentence against Sin 

C. The Universality of Sin 

D. The Reign of Sin (vv. 13, 14) 

1. Adam’s sin is imputed with active transgression (v. 13) 

2. Even without active transgression all still die because all are sinners (v. 14) 

 
II. The Overthrowing of Sin, its demise (vv. 15-17 [The Contrast]) 

A. How we got to where we are 

B. We begin with sin 

C. Sin is overthrown by grace 

D. Grace is much more than the transgression 

E. Grace is a free gift 

 
III. The Reign of Grace, its dynasty – The Conclusion –  

Grace now reigns leading to eternal life (vv. 18-21) 

A. Another’s righteous act of obedience results in my personal justification (vv. 18, 

19). 

B. The grace of God super-exceeds the transgression of disobedience (v. 20). 

C. Grace results in eternal life to those who are justified because of the Lord Jesus 

Christ (v. 21). 

 
APPLICATION 

• This is the message that the world needs so desperately to hear.  It gripped the mind and 
heart of Paul with such conviction that he longed to preach it everywhere. 

• The reign of sin is spreading moral chaos and spiritual doom around the earth.  But grace is 
arrayed against in.  Grace is mighty to save. (Clifton J. Allen, Romans, p. 66,67) 

 


