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Who is a Jew? 
Romans 2:17-3:8 

 
The Book of Romans 

 
Chapters 1:18-3:20 accent the depravity of man.  The first section (1:18-32) is placed on the 
revealing of God’s wrath against those who reject general revelation or the judgment of God 
upon the Gentile.  The second section (2:1-16) shows the character of God’s judgment.  Here we 
will see the judgment of God upon the Jew (2:17-3:8). 
 
I. The Claim - The arrogance of the Jew (vv. 17-20) 
 

A. The advantage of nationality (v. 17) 
B. The advantage of law reliance (v. 17) 
C. The advantage of knowing his will (v. 18) 
D. The advantage of being a guide and teacher (vv. 19, 20) 

 
II. The Hypocrisy - The accusation against the Jew (vv. 21-24) 
 
III. The Facts - The application to the Jew  (vv. 25-29) 
 
IV. The Shock - The arguments by the Jew (3:1-8) 
 

A. First Argument: what advantage is my race and religion (v.1)? 

• First Answer: much in every way because to you were given the word of God 
(v.2). 

B. Second Argument: does the unbelief of some negate all the promises of God (v.3)? 

• Second Answer: God forbid – God proves himself faithful to those of faith (v.4). 
C. Third Argument: if my sin promotes God’s righteousness, then why is God taking 

vengeance on me (v.5)? 

• Third Answer: God forbid – if such were the case, then how could God judge 
anyone (v.6)? 

D. Fourth Argument: if God is glorified through my sin, then why am I judged as a 
sinner (v.7)? 

• Fourth Answer: such thinking is damnable (v.8)! 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. All our righteous acts were filthy rags. The only hope any of us have is for the Holy 
Spirit to change our hearts (Isa. 64:6). 

2. None of us should think more highly of ourselves than we ought (Rom. 12:3). 
3. Loving one another is the fulfillment of the Law (Rom. 13:8-10). 
4. We are not to pass judgment on one another (Rom. 14:1-13). 

 


