
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 17, 2016 
Title:  Mark, Avoid, and Don’t Quit! 
Text:  Romans 16:17-20 
Theme: The Church is to proclaim and protect the GOSPEL and its implications.  
 
Introduction:  
Most mountain roads are carved out of the steep rocky face of the earth using dynamite, but that 
was off the table for the villagers of the remote Chinese town called Guoliang. In 1972, 13 
villagers from the town sold their livestock to raise funds for road-building material. Those tools 
ended up being little more than hammers and chisels, and as you can imagine, progress was 
slow. The Guoliang Tunnel is only three quarters of a mile long but took five years to build. 
Locals say that traversing the road requires monk-like focus due to small missteps having grave 
consequences. This isn’t a road meant for high-speed hill climbs. Two cars passing by in opposite 
lanes require slow calculated maneuvers to pass each other in a way that preserves life. 
 
The gospel is chiseled in stone. Those who would deny its importance put themselves in peril. 
One cannot leave its path without personal and corporate risk. Those who repudiate its truth 
and handle the path carelessly are to be marked and avoided. Why? Because they put all of us 
in danger. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Let us remember what BIG ISSUE prompted Paul to write this Letter. 
 
 “OPINIONS” 
Meat offered to Idols or Old Testament Dietary Laws. 
 
The Issue eclipsed the GOSPEL. JESUS is the GOSPEL! 
 

• Me doing what you cannot do is not wrong. 

• Me forcing you to violate your conscience in doing what you cannot do is wrong for 
you and wrong of me [i.e. sin]. 

 
ISSUE 

• Both groups believed they were “biblical.” 

• Both groups believed they were “spiritual.”  

• Neither position honored the GOSPEL. Both positions are self-serving and selfish. 
 
Where do we draw our line in the sand? The GOSPEL is where we draw our line. 
We are not suggesting we drop all lines of identification or distinction and have one big 
“kumbaya circle.” 
 
We all agree on the centrality of the GOSPEL, but we do not agree as to what that means. 
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“The Puppy Monkey Baby (also styled PuppyMonkeyBaby) is the name of a CGI character 
created by Mountain Dew for a TV commercial that aired on February 7, 2016 during Super 
Bowl 50. The advertisement has garnered a wide amount of media coverage, both positive and 
negative. According to iSpot.tv, the spot was rated #1 of all the Super Bowl commercials of the 
night, having generated 2.2 million online views and 300,000 social media interactions after 
airing.[1] 
Description - The ad features a computer-generated mash-up of three things that the public 
generally finds to be cute or harmless; a Pug puppy (the head), a monkey (the body and tail) 
and a dancing baby (the hips and legs, complete with a diaper). The puppy monkey baby repeats 
its name while dancing with three tired men who are presumably too tired to get out while 
watching the Super Bowl, offering them Mountain Dew Kickstart, which is similarly described 
as being a combination of three things (Mountain Dew, juice, and caffeine). 
Reception - The media response to the advertisement has been mixed. Melissa Cronin of 
Gawker, described it as a "horror-hallucination of brand awareness,"[2] while noting the 
beverage itself contains brominated vegetable oil, a chemical that is banned in several 
countries.[3] Jim Joseph, chief integrated marketing officer at Cohn & Wolfe, called it "weird."[4]” 
 
The GOSPEL is the hinge on which the door swings. The door only exists because of “hinge” 
causation.  
The GOSPEL is the point of the inverted pyramid. 
 
THE GOSPEL and its implications are clearly summarized and noted in Romans 15:7. 
 

“Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7). 

 
Thus, we are to Proclaim AND Protect the GOSPEL and its implications. 
 
Before moving further, let us have a reality check. 
1. Paul’s exhortation would not have been in the abstract.  
2. The church would have read this and put a face with it.  
3. Paul called them to be of the same mind, have one passion so that with one voice they 
would glorify the Father of the Lord Jesus (Rom. 15:5, 6). 

4. Where individuals fight against this idea of gospel unity, mark them, and put them out. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Exhortation (v. 17). 

 
A. Mark = “look at” See also Phil. 3:17-21. 
 

B. Avoid = this has the potential of ending in formal Church Discipline. 
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II. The Explanation (v. 18 [- why / reason]). 

 

A. They do not serve the Lord BUT . . . 
 
B. They deceive the simple 
 
1. Cause dissentions (v. 17). (1 Cor. 3:3; Gal. 5:20) 
 
2. Cause hindrances (v. 17). “a  trap-stick (bent sapling)” 
 
3. Deceiving the hearts of the unsuspecting (v. 18). “To seduce wholly, to beguile” 

 
III. The Encouragement (vv. 19, 20 [+]). 
 

A. Their testimony 
 
The church in Rome is noted as those who are obeying God. 
 
Rom. 13:8-15:13 
Love one another (13:8-14) 

• Love shows itself by accepting the weak AND the strong (14:1-12) 

• Love shows itself by not placing in front of either an offense (14:13-23) 

• Love shows itself by carrying the weaknesses of those without strength (15:1-13) 
 

B. Their “homework” (be wise / be simple) 
 
Wise = Sophos - wise 
Simple =  “unmixed” [single / pure] 
 

• “For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would 
have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil” (Rom. 16:19). 
 

• “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15). 

 
JESUS “ECHO” 

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as 

doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their 
synagogues” (Matt. 10:16, 17). 

 
Read - Rom. 12:2, 9, 21; 14:19, 20; 16:19 
Cf. 1 Peter 3:11; Psalm 37:27; 3 John 11 [Notice the context]. 
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C. Their victory (v. 20 [shortly / brief space / quickly]) 

 
Beginning in Genesis 3:15 with promise and finding inauguration in Col. 2:15, we have 
ultimate culmination in Rom. 16:20. 
 

“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Rom. 16:20). 

 

Seed promise 

the BIG story 
 
First, God created so that we might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. His presence grants fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore 
(Ps. 16:11). 
 
Second, Jesus is the divinely appointed and established means of knowing and experiencing 
this joy. The Bible promises and pictures this as Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) and Blood Picture 
(Gen. 3:21). The entire Storyline of the Bible tells this single Story. 
 
Friend, JESUS is the GOSPEL. That is what we proclaim and protect. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Mark those who cause division and avoid them. 
2. You keep pursuing the GOSPEL. 
3. Do not lose HEART. Real and tangible victory is on the way! 

 
 


