
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 10, 2016 
Title:  The Rest of the Story 

Text:  Romans 15:14-33 
 
Theme:  
Paul’s Purpose, Plans, and Praise in Connection with the Dissemination of Righteousness 
(15:14–16:27). 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Reason for Writing (15:14-16) 
 

• Despite the problems in Romans 14:1-15:13, Paul still speaks positively of the church (v. 
14). 

• He uses his authority to address the problem in Romans 14:1-15:13 (v. 15). 

• His ministry is similar of that of an OT priest (v. 16). His work among the Gentiles is like 
a priest bringing an offering to God. The language used parallels that found in Romans 
12:1, 2. 

• This work done by Paul is through the power of the Holy Spirit (vv. 17-19). 

• The result brought the Gentiles to obedience (v. 18). This is Paul’s purpose statement in 
Romans 1:5. 

• Paul saw his ministry as fulfilling God’s vision of filling the earth with the knowledge of 
His glory as the waters cover the sea (vv. 19-21). 

• Paul’s desire to see God’s vision fulfilled is why he has not yet gone to Rome (v. 22). But 
since his work in Macedonia and Achaia has come to an end (v. 26) and since he is now 
going to Spain (v. 24), he will hopefully stop in and see the church in Rome (v. 24). 

• However, before he goes to Spain (v. 28) and perhaps sees the church in Rome, he must 
first go to Jerusalem and drop off the financial aid from the churches in Macedonia and 
Achaia. 

• Paul asks the Church of Rome to pray for him as he goes to Jerusalem to deliver the 
financial gift from the Macedonians and Achaians (vv. 30-31). 

• If everything goes well, he will end up in Rome and will be refreshed in their company 
(v. 32). 

 
A. The saints in Rome (v. 14) 
 
1. Full of goodness (v. 14) 

 
2. Filled with all knowledge 

 
3. Able to admonish one another 

 
4. Need to be reminded of certain points (v. 15) 
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Those “points” form the Letter to the Romans. 
 
“According to Paul, these saints scored well in their spiritual attitudes and aptitudes. In verse 
14, Paul mentions three specific areas of strength. First, they were “full of goodness.” This 
seems to speak of their disposition toward God and toward men. They had “good will” toward 
God and others. They were rightly motivated. Second, they were “filled with all knowledge.” 
Doctrinally, they were well taught with no grave deficiencies in their biblical and theological 
knowledge. Third, they were “able also to admonish one another.” There seems to be a 
sequence to these three commendations. The Roman Christians’ “goodness” and “knowledge” 
qualified them to “admonish” one another.”1 
 
B. The ministry of Paul (vv. 15b, 16) 

 
1. His ministry was the result of the grace give to him from God (v. 15b) 

 
2. His ministry was to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles (v. 16a) 

 
3. He ministered as a priest the gospel of God (v. 16b) 

 
4. His ministry was an offering of the Gentiles. 

 
a. This offering was to be acceptable 

 
b. This offering is sanctified by the Holy Spirit 

 
Throughout Romans, Paul stresses the “obedience of the Gentiles.” The Holy Spirit produces 
this “obedience” (v. 18). They believing in Jesus cause the sanctification or holiness spoken of in 
our text. It is their position in Christ and not their performance that causes the identity of 
“sanctified.” 
 
“Sanctification happens when the gospel preached and the Spirit poured out meet with power 
in the human heart.”2 
 
“These are all technical Greek words that are used to describe the Jewish priests who offered 
animal sacrifices in the Jewish temple. Paul uses these terms drawn from temple worship in 
Judaism to describe his own apostolic ministry. Instead of being a temple priest, Paul is a 
minister of Jesus; and, instead of being in the Jerusalem temple, Paul serves on the frontiers of 
the Roman Empire. Instead of having a priestly duty to bring animal sacrifices as an offering, 
Paul’s priestly duty is to share the good news about Jesus with Gentiles.”3 
 
His reason for writing was to remind them of God’s grace so that his work among the Gentiles 
would be acceptable and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
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II. The Principles shaping His Work among the Gentiles (15:17-21) 
 
A. Paul understood his ministry as the result of the Holy Spirit working in him and through 
him to those around him (vv. 17, 18). 

 
B. The Holy Spirit’s working is dynamic (vv. 18-19). 

 
Paul uses a number of “power” words to describe the “preaching of the gospel.” One cannot 
separate the two ideas. “Signs and Wonders” are not Holy Spirit produced apart from the 
preaching of the gospel. When the gospel is preached, it is accompanied by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
C. The “signs and wonders” are directly connected to the preaching of the gospel of Christ 
(vv. 19, 20). 

 
D. Paul had a global vision of God’s purpose (vv. 20, 21). 

 
These verses tie directly to the Great Commission and to Garden Theology. The reason why we 
must plant churches is to fulfill God’s purpose in creating.  
 

1. Paul believes the vision is all-inclusive.  
 

a. It encompasses Jews AND Gentiles. 
 

b. It encompasses Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost regions of 
the world. 

 
2. Paul believes the mission ties directly to the preaching of the gospel of 
Christ.  

 
3. Paul’s pattern ties directly to the planting of local churches.  

 
A local church is a geographical defined assembly that has a biblical structure for accountability, 
a biblical pattern defining activity, and a biblical mission determining aim. 
 
Let us look at the Gentiles as found throughout the Book of Romans. 
 

III. His Plan to Visit Rome (15:22-29) 
 
His intent is to visit them and deliver to them the Jerusalem aid (vv. 22-29). 
 
Paul’s delay was because of his ministry among the Gentiles. 

 
A. Paul believed his ministry among those he was currently serving was finished (v. 23a). 
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B. Paul believed those to whom he ministered should/could help him financially (v. 24). 
 
Notice the similar language in verse 32. Paul expects to be refreshed by those to whom he 
ministers (v. 32). 
 

C. The church in Jerusalem received help from the churches in Asia Minor (vv. 26-29). 
 
There was a sense of obligation (v. 27). Most believe that Paul wrote this letter from Corinth. He 
has longed for years to visit the Roman church, but has been preoccupied with his work “from 
Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum” (v.19). He is a frontier missionary church planter 
and so he must forsake good, desirable things to stay on task. But now that he’s satisfied with is 
work in this region, he’s ready to move forward to Spain and plans to stop by Rome on the way. 
As you can see by the map below, this makes sense: 

• 1 = Corinth 
• 2 = Rome 
• 3 = Jerusalem 
• 4 = Illyricum 
• 5 = Spain 
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However, what he says in verse 25 makes no sense. “At present, however, I am going to 
Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints.” What??? This goes against his holy ambition to head to 
new territories with the gospel (v.20). This takes him way out of the way on his journey to Spain, 
in an age when travel is painstaking. And on top of all that, this is dangerous because the Jews 
in Jerusalem want him dead (v. 30-31). 
There is something important about this gift. He focuses two chapters on it in 2 Corinthians 
(8&9) and there gives a lot of reasons that the gift is important. Here’s a super-brief outline of 
them: 

1. It’s an overflow of the givers’ joy (v.8:2) 
2. It’s proof of their genuine love (8:8) 
3. It’s an act of fairness (8:14) 
4. It’s about sewing and reaping (9:6) 
5. It produces thanksgivings (9:11) 
6. It supplies for a real need (9:12) 
7. It glorifies God (9:13) 

All this is true, but here in Romans 15 Paul doesn’t mention any of that. He only mentions one 
factor that makes this gift important: it’s connection to Jewish-Gentile relations. Look again at 
verses 26-27, 

26 ”For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints 
at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come 
to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings.” 

This gift is from Gentile believers to Jewish believers. Remember, Paul is writing to a church that 
includes both, and perhaps the main point of the letter is to create unity among them. Uniting 
Jewish Christians, with their rich heritage and tradition as God’s people, with Gentile Christians, 
with their pagan background, was no small task. How much easier it would have been for Paul 
to just create two denominations, the JCs and the GCs. But he didn’t. Instead, he broke his back 
to bring them together. And that is what this gift is about. 
Why is this so important? 
If you read through your Bible you’ll notice that phrases like this show up often, “every tribe, 
tongue and nation.” When Jesus gave the Great Commission in Matthew 28, he told his followers 
to make disciples of whom? “All nations.” Indeed Jesus brings together his people “from every 
tribe and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:10). It is in this diversity that our unity 
glorifies God the most.4  
 

IV. His appeal for prayer (vv. 30-33) 
 
“Those that would prevail in prayer, must strive in prayer. Those who beg the prayers of others, 
must not neglect to pray for themselves. As God must be sought, for restraining the ill-will of 
our enemies, so also for preserving and increasing the good-will of our friends. All our joy 
depends upon the will of God. Let us be earnest in prayer with and for each other, that for 
Christ's sake, and by the love of the Holy Spirit, great blessings may come upon the souls of 
Christians, and the labours of ministers.”5  
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A. Intercession is part of biblical prayer (v. 30) 

 
B. Praying for protection and fruitful ministry is part of biblical prayer (v. 31). 

 
C. Joy can mark vocational ministry (v. 32) 

 
 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/37-paul%E2%80%99s-excuse-romans-1514-33  
2 http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-the-spirit-sanctifies 
3 https://bible.org/seriespage/30-mission-ambition-romans-1514-33 
4 http://dulinsgrovechurch.org/thebody/2013/04/15/pauls-plans-romans-1522-29/  
5 http://www.christianity.com/bible/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=45&c=15  
 

                                                           


