
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  July 3, 2016 
Title:  “Bear the Weaknesses of those without Strength” 
Text:  Romans 15:1-13 
Theme: The redemptive purpose of God culminates in a diverse group with a single 

voice glorifying Him.   
 
Introduction:  
When it opened in 2014, the Shanghai Tower was the world's second-tallest building. The 2,073-
foot-high skyscraper, designed by the architecture firm Gensler, showcases 21st-century 
engineering, introducing the innovations that could become standard in the next generation of 
supertall towers. 
 
Shanghai is in an earthquake zone, and the site (which is located on a river delta) has soft, clay-
heavy soil. So before lifting a single steel beam, engineers drove 980 foundation piles into the 
ground as deep as 282 feet. Then they poured 2.15 million cubic feet of reinforced concrete to 
create a 20-foot-thick foundation mat. 
 
Foundation matters. Paul has laid the gospel foundation and shows us the towering implications 
of the gospel in the community created by the gospel. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Love one another (13:8-14) 

• Love shows itself by accepting the weak AND the strong (14:1-12) 

• Love shows itself by not placing in front of either an offense (14:13-23) 

• Love shows itself by carrying the weaknesses of those without strength (15:1-13) 
 
There is an “oughtness” to the gospel.  
“OUGHT” v. 8 

• “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 
fear; honour to whom honour” (Rom. 13:7). 
 

• “Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law” (Rom. 
13:8). 
 

• “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves” (Rom. 
15:1). 
 

• “It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of 
their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things” (Rom. 15:27). 

 
The obligation to love can be just as difficult as paying one’s taxes.  It is an OBLIGATION. 
 
We honor the government by paying our taxes and we honor our fellow Christian by having the 
right attitude toward them. 
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This “duty” shows itself by carrying the weakness of those without strength. 
 

• “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves” (Rom. 
15:1). 
 

• “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 
 

• “For every man shall bear his own burden” (Gal. 6:5). 
 

By abstaining from my freedom, I am helping you carry your burden by not placing in front of 
you an offense, a stone of stumbling. 
 
OUTLINE 
I. The invitation (vv. 1, 2) 
II. The motivation (vv. 3, 4) 
III. The objective (vv. 5, 6) 
IV. The application (vv. 7-12) 
V. The benediction (v. 13) 
 
Outline: 
 
“We have much to celebrate as a family of God.  One of the things we can celebrate is that God 
brings people from all walks and backgrounds together into one family. True maturity 
embraces diversity.  I love the fact that this church is a diverse church.  Diversity is healthy.  It 
keeps us honest.  It keeps us from becoming smug and narrow-minded as if we had all the 
answers.”1   
 
Notice how Paul concludes this section in Romans 15:1-13. 
 
I. The invitation (vv. 1, 2) 

 
INVITATION 
(vv. 1, 2) Put others before yourself.  The ability to put others before yourself is a strength and 
not a weakness.  Only those who are dead to self can live selfless lives. 
 
Put others before yourself.  The ability to put others before yourself is a strength and not a 
weakness.  Only those who are dead to self can live selfless lives. 
 
II. The Motivation (vv. 3, 4) 
 
A. Jesus Christ (v. 3 [cf. Phil. 2:1-11; 2 Cor. 8:9]) 

 
PS. 69:9 (v. 3) 
Israel = Jesus Christ (v. 3 [cf. Phil. 2:1-11]) 
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B. Old Testament (v. 4) 
 
THE STORY 
TYPE / ANTI-TYPE 
The Print of the Palm is the TYPE. 
The hand that produced the print is the ANTITYPE. 
Christ is the REALITY that produces the shadow, the various types, the copies. 
OT (v. 4) 
 
How are we to read THE STORY? 
1. Disregard with distain. Seen as inferior to what we now have. 
2. Pick and choose as to what we should or should not embrace. 
3. Follow without deviation apart from the sacrificial system. 
4. One Story, thus the root or foundation on which the building and fruit come. 
5. Everything preceding Christ is a type and picture of Jesus. 
6. The shadow can only point, it cannot provide. 

 
“Rather, the whole Old Testament forms the God-given story of how the covenant people were 

called to bring God’s salvation to the good but fallen creation.  This necessarily involved them, 

and would necessarily involve their ultimate representative, the Messiah, in terrible suffering, 

standing at the place where the world, and humankind in particular, was in pain with its own 

rebellion and failure.  Now that the Messiah had come and had achieved what the whole Old 

Testament had been moving towards, the Bible could be read not as a puzzling story in search 

of an ending but as the foundation for God’s great achievement in Jesus.  From that point, it 

would become an enormous encouragement to faithful, patient Christian living.  It would 

reinforce the belief that God would complete what he had already accomplished.  Learning to 

read the Old Testament, in all its elements, by this rule is of course a complex task, but it is 

supremely worth making the effort, not just for intellectual satisfaction but, much more, for the 

strong sense of hope which it provides. “2 

 
III. The Objective (vv. 5, 6) 
 
A. The request – be of one mind. 

 
Again, it is evident what the issue was in Rome. 
The request – be of one mind. Notice the context. Accept the person with whom you disagree.  
Here, the call is to be of the same mind. Think the same thought. Have the same attitude.  
TOGETHER, we focus on what is primary and accept that which is secondary. 
OBJECTIVE (vv. 5, 6) 
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SAME MIND 
ONE ACCORD 
“one – passion” [breathing hard] 
ONE VOICE 
“Gash in the face” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B. The reason – glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 
GLORY 
Consider the idea of “glory” in the Book of Romans.   
 

“and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of 
birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures” (Rom. 1:23). 
 

“But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being judged as a 
sinner?” (Rom. 3:7). 
 

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
 

“yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory 
to God” (Rom. 4:20). 
 

“through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we 
exult in hope of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:2). 
 

“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 
 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us” (Rom. 8:18). 
 

“And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared 
beforehand for glory” (Rom. 9:23). 
 

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 
11:36). 
 

“so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 15:6). 
 

“Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7). 
 

“and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, ‘THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO 
YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME’” (Rom. 15:9). 
 

“to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 16:27). 
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God’s glory is intrinsic to His being.  The radiance of His being is His glory and we glorify God 
when we acknowledge who He is and what He does.  God’s glory is the celebration of His person 
and work in the Story. 
 
OBJECTIVE (vv. 5, 6) 
This is inclusive and timeless.  
All Jews and all Gentiles, bond and free, male and female with the same mind, with one accord 
and one voice glorify God (Rev. 4, 5). 
 
IV. The Application (vv. 7-12) 
 
The outcome of all this is, “accept one another.” 
 

– Do what Jesus Christ did 
 
If Jesus did this, why do you have a problem with it?  The implication of this is enormous.  If 
Jesus accepts the believing, why cannot we?  Think of all the division existing in the body of 
Christ over labels.  Who is the person we are to watch out for (Rom. 16:17-20)? 
 
Consider Mark 9:36-41 

36 “Taking a child, He set him before them, and taking him in His arms, He said to them, 37 ‘Whoever 
receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but 
Him who sent Me.’ 38 John said to Him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and 
we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.’ 39 But Jesus said, ‘Do not hinder him, for there is 
no one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. 40 For he 
who is not against us is for us. 41 For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as 
followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward’” (Mark 9:36-41). 

 
Who are to be warned against?  Who are we to embrace? 
• The reason why Jews are to welcome Gentiles (vv. 8, 9a) 
• With the result that Jews and Gentiles together will glorify the Lord (vv. 9b-12).  This strikes 
at the core of the issue in Rome. 

• The redemptive purpose of God culminates in a diverse group with a singular voice 
glorifying Him.  This is where everything is heading.  Are you ready? 

 
Paul shows how God’s intent has always been the inclusion of all humanity in the worship of 
Him and this is possible in and through the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 
V. 9 = Ps. 18:49 
V. 10 = Deut. 32:43 
V. 11 = Ps. 117:1 
V. 12 = Is. 11:10 
 
What God intended all along has now been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.   The call is to issue forth, 
the summons of all the nations into obedience and worship of God as Trinity. 
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V. BENEDICTION 
 
1. Now May the God of Hope fill you  
2. With all joy and peace in believing 
3. So that you will abound in hope 
4. By the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 (v. 13) Notice Paul’s prayer language in Romans and how God is described. 
 

• 5 “Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with 
one another according to Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5, 6). 
 

• “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 15:13). 

 

• “Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen” (Rom. 15:33). 

 
THEREFORE 

• Therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. (Rom. 14:8) 

• Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this--not to put 
an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. (Rom. 14:13) 

• Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; (Rom. 14:16) 

• Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God. (Rom. 
15:7) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Stop judging one another 
2. Start accepting one another 
3. Be of the same mind so that with one accord and with one voice you can glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

1
 http://www.unionchurch.com/archive/072405.html ©July 24, 2005 Rev. Bruce Goettsche 

2
 N.T. Wright , Paul for Everyone, Romans Part Two: Chapters 9-16, 112-113. 

                                                           


