
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: June 19, 2016 (Father’s Day)  
Title:  “No Pointing Fingers” 
Text:  Romans 14:1-12 (read also Philippians 2:1-11) 
Theme:  Because God accepts us, we should accept one another.   
 
Introduction:  
An American-born man who had pledged allegiance to ISIS gunned down 49 people early 
Sunday at a gay nightclub in Orlando, the deadliest mass shooting in the United States and the 
nation's worst terror attack since 9/11, authorities said.  A natural consequence of this tragedy 
is to ask the questions, “Why did he do it?” and “How might such a tragedy be prevented?” 
 
For Maple Leafs goalie Garret Sparks, the incident hit close to home. For two years, Sparks 
played for the ECHL’s Orlando Solar Bears, calling the city and the community his home. In the 
aftermath of the horrific incident, Sparks took to Twitter to share his condolences and outrage. 
“Orlando was my home. It is a peaceful, beautiful & tolerant city. There is no excuse for this to 
happen. America has a gun problem #WakeUp” 
 
Senator Ted Cruz says the Orlando mass shooting is terrorism, not a gun control issue.  
 
Defining the ISSUE shapes the discussion. That process is no less viable in our text this 
morning. The “issue” as it exists in Romans 14:1ff is over “opinions.” Notice how several 
translations explain this idea. 
 

• Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. (NIV) 

• As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. (ESV) 

• Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment 

on his opinions. (NASB) 

• Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. (KJV) 

• Now receive the one who is weak in the faith, and do not have disputes over differing 

opinions. (NET BIBLE) 
 
What are these “things?” Let us consider this area of “disputed matters.” I will come back to this 
multiple times through this study, however, let me stress this at the out front. The ISSUE is not 
about Liberties or License, BUT about one’s attitude toward those who differ with you over 

non-essential matters. 
 
The “OPINIONS” swirl around the following matters. 

• Meat offered to Idols and/or Old Testament Dietary Laws. 

• Holy days or every day is the same. 
 
Often when reading others on Romans 14 they catalog the situation in the following manner: 
 

Absolutes define the core beliefs of the Christian faith. 
Convictions, while not core beliefs, may have significant impact on the health and 
effectiveness of the church. 



 

2 

Opinions are less-clear issues that generally are not worth dividing over. 
Questions are currently unsettled issues. 

 
However, I wish to point out that . . .  

• This is NOT the problem in the 1st century church. 

• This is the problem as it has evolved over 2,000 years. 

• The problem is we are always “shuffling this deck.” [Why? culturally and generationally 
defined] 

• The only area of genuine issue is with our absolutes.  
 
I would suggest to you that the divide is two-fold. Absolutes are convictions are clumped 
together and opinions and questions are clumped together. 
 
PRIMARY 

• The only biblical absolutes track around God as Trinity and our relationship to Him and 
His world. 

• Those “things” that appear to divide the Church unnecessarily as to opinions and 
questions are what Paul attacks in Colossians 2:16-23. 

• The ISSUE was not in what they did. 

• The ISSUE was in their attitude toward one another, thus impacting the Gospel. 
 
The church failed in understanding the gospel and its implications. It is for this reason Paul has 
spent so much time on the implications of the gospel (chap. 5-16). How we view the Bema 
Judgment is a direct reflection of how we understand the gospel.  
 
The BEMA of CHRIST 
 
Let us step back for a moment and ask ourselves the question, “Why were these things issues to 
begin with?” 
There is always within us the desire to “earn our own way.” There are several biblical examples 
of this idea. 

• Adam and Eve in the Garden 

• Cain and Abel 

• Moses striking the rock 

• Rich Young Ruler 

• The Elder Brother 
 
The areas of our work must always be seen as a fruit and never meritorious. The good work is 
always what God is doing through us to those around us. The good work must never be seen as 
something we do for God. The good work is what we do for our “neighbor.” Unfortunately, we 
use the work as a litmus test or barometer or means of measuring one’s status or standing before 
God and men. To be sure we will know them by their fruit, but this does not mean we should 
fret over our or one’s fruit. A good tree can only produce good fruit and a bad tree cannot 
produce good fruit. Not even we can assess one’s fruit with absolute certainty. Thus, do not look 
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at the fruit, look at the root. Don’t be a fruit inspector; be a root inspector. It is not the building, 
but the foundation that matters. 
 
The issue fell in the area of sanctification or our after justification relationship with God. 

• The question is, “Am I responsible for maintaining my relationship with God AFTER I 
am saved, and if so, can what I do change my standing/status before Him?” 

• Does God accept me more or less based on what I do or not do? 

• Is God more pleased or less pleased with me based on what I do or not do? 
This is what formed much of their thought in Romans 14 and Paul’s response to that train of 
thought is powerful. 
 
JUDGING 
There is a second area needing address before we get into the text. 
Let us consider the PRINCIPLE of JUDGING. 
You and I have no biblical right to “judge” other people. 
 
What about the bumper sticker – “COEXIST?” 

• Islam 

• Pacifism 

• Gay Rights 

• Judaism 

• Paganism 

• Taoism 

• Christianity 
 
JUDGING 

• The prohibition in judging others does not mean we are accepting wrong thinking 
[heterodoxy] or wrong acting [heteropraxy].  

• The Holy Spirit through the Word of God JUDGES all things. We do not, He does. 
 
The areas practiced in Romans 14 are not the issues. They are not biblical issues.  
Judging one another in non-biblical areas is the issue. 
 
JUDGING 
It is important to recognize that contempt and judging are equally wrong.  Contempt is what 
those who do the actions in question show toward those who abstain.  Judging is what those 
who abstain show to those that find the freedom to do those actions.  Not only should we not 
judge others, but we should also not hold them in contempt. 
 
HOUSE CHURCH 

• Let us remember the historical context for this problem. We are dealing with churches 
meeting in one’s home.  

• A family lived there. It was not a place like our current situation where nothing else 
happens in the space but “church.”  
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
I. Accept (Romans 14:1-12) 
II. No Stumbling Blocks (14:13-23) 
III. Carry (Rom. 15:1-13) 
 
Outline: 
 
In our text (vv. 1-12), three areas are noted. 
 
I. Foods (vv. 1-4). 

 
Accept, don’t judge. 
Carnivores [strong, participate] versus Vegetarians [weak, abstinence] 
Contempt (14:3, 10 [utterly nothing]) versus Judging (krino / condemn) 
Why? God accepts both! 
 
ACCEPT 

“Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions” 
(Rom. 14:1). 
 
“The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat 
is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him” (Rom. 14:3). 
 
“Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7). 
 
“and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took 

him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately” (Acts 18:26). 
 
“The natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the 
cold, they kindled a fire and received us all” (Acts 28:2). 
 
“If then you regard me a partner, accept him as you would me” (Philemon 17). 

 
ACCEPT 
“To take to one's self, assume, take as a companion, or associate; to receive kindly or hospitably, 
admit to one's society and friendship, treat with kindness.”  The idea is one of welcoming into 
your home [remember the house church format].  It isn’t simply agreeing to disagree, but to 
actually welcome that individual into your home for “fellowship / church.” 
 
JUDGE 

“The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat 

is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him” (Rom. 14:3). 
 
“Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for 
the Lord is able to make him stand” (Rom. 14:4). 
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“One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully 
convinced in his own mind” (Rom. 14:5). 
 
“But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Rom. 14:10). 
 
“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this--not to put an obstacle or a 
stumbling block in a brother's way” (Rom. 14:13). 
 
“The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn 
himself in what he approves” (Rom. 14:22). 

 
II. Days (vv. 5-9). 
 
Be convinced in your own mind as to special or non-special days (cf. vv. 22, 23). 
Regardless of what you do, do it for the Lord with thanksgiving (v. 6) 
Whether you live [participate] or die [abstain], we are the Lord’s. 
The GOSPEL makes Jesus Lord over both (v. 9)! 
 
THE ISSUE 
THE fruit of the GOSPEL is loving your neighbor even when you do not agree with them. 
The ISSUE is not your position, but your attitude toward those who differ. 
The ISSUE is not your position, but your reasons for holding your position. 
 
PROBLEM? 
The problem existed because people were assigning intrinsic value to objects and activities in 
their relationship to God.  Consider your attitude toward yourself and toward others as to their 
participation in or abstinence from the following items. 
 
STRONG? 
Bible Reading 
Church Attendance 
Regular Prayer 
Proportional Giving 
Personal Evangelism 
Etc.  
“Look down on those who do not.” 
 
WEAK? 
Alcohol 
Tobacco 
Clothing fashions 
Types of Movies watched 
Tattoos 
Body Jewelry 
Etc.  
“Judge those who do” 
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All of this is wrong and Paul’s point is emphatic. 
 
THE POINT 

• Accept one another BECAUSE God accepts you! 

• The BEMA will bring all of this to light. 

• The BEMA will not bring to light who was or was not right. 

• The BEMA will show that God accepted both equally. 

• Those who do eat should not dismiss / trample under foot those who do not eat. 

• Those who do not eat should not condemn those who do eat. 
 
III. Bema (vv. 10-12). 
 
Let’s get serious (cmp. v. 10 with v. 3; contempt / judge). 
Both those who partake and those who abstain will stand before the Bema of God and give an 
account before Him (cf. vv. 3, 4). 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The church should be an accepting place (14:1, 3; 5:7).  
2. There will be disagreements in the body (14:2).  
3. Neither action is wrong. 
4. To partake or abstain is not dictated by biblical commands. 
5. The issue is how you treat/deal with those who differ with you in matters of conscience (see 
further Phil. 2:1-11). 

6. Stop judging those with whom you differ. 
7. Both are servants; neither one is a master. 
8. Both are servants of the same master. 
9. Both will stand before God and give an account of themselves to God (14:10-12). 
10. Both will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand (14:4). 
11. You are acceptable regardless as to your position. 
12. God is primary and you are secondary. 
13. Do not worry about the other guy; worry about yourself. 


