
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 
church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:   April 24, 2016 
Title:  Love in the Church 
Reference: Romans 12:9-21 

  
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;” 

 
However one might examine this passage, it must not be forgotten the immediate tie into the 
preceding chapters.  The mercy of God referred to is the redemptive mercy of God in saving 
both Jews and Gentiles.  Paul speaks to the idea of love within the church and within the 
community.  Both expressions are done in the context of relationships.  Selective love is 
hypocritical love.  An embracing love is God’s love. 
 
Why does love follow a paragraph on exercising one’s spiritual gift?  Perhaps 1 Corinthians 13:1-
3 answers this question for us.  It follows immediately after another chapter on spiritual gifts. 
 

1 “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions 
to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. (1 
Cor. 13:1-3). 

 
I find this idea compelling.  I personally work from certain presuppositions.  All 
imperatives/commands in the New Testament are the emanations of Jesus Christ in and 
through His Church.  Consider what this looks like in 1 Corinthians. 
 

1 Corinthians 13 - Love 1 Corinthians 13 – Jesus Christ 
4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not 

jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 
5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek 
its own, is not provoked, does not take into 
account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.  

8 Love never fails; 

4 Christ is patient, He is kind and is not 
jealous; He does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 
does not act unbecomingly; He does not seek 
His own, is not provoked, does not take into 
account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.  
8 Christ never fails; 

 

With this in mind, let us consider the paragraph before us. 
 
I. The definition for Biblical love (v. 9) 
 
A genuine love abhors evil and clings to what is good (v. 9).  Such love is without hypocrisy.   
 
“Where there is love, evil is abhorred, not merely lamented, much less covered up, but hated.  
His strong repulsion of evil is matched by firmness for his bond with what is good.”1  
 
The word hypocrisy is used in 2 Corinthians by Paul to describe his love for the church as 
genuine (2 Cor. 6:6).  He also speaks of the goal of his instruction to be a faith that is sincere      
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(1 Tim. 1:5).  This same idea is found in 2 Timothy 1:5 when speaking of Timothy’s faith and that 
of his mother and grandmother.  James speaks of God’s wisdom as without hypocrisy (James 
3:17).  Peter uses the word to describe the love his audience has for their brothers and sisters in 
Christ (1 Pet. 1:22 [sincere]). 
 
Recently I received an email with the following attachment.  I found it challenging. 
 
Ten Ways to Love 

1. Listen without interrupting. (Proverbs 18) 
2. Speak without accusing. (James 1:19) 
3. Give without sparing. (Proverbs 21:26) 
4. Pray without ceasing. (Colossians 1:9) 
5. Answer without arguing. (Proverbs 17:1) 
6. Share without pretending. (Ephesians 4:15) 
7. Enjoy without complaint. (Philippians 2:14) 
8. Trust without wavering. (Corinthians 13:7) 
9. Forgive without punishing. (Colossians 3:13) 
10. Promise without forgetting. (Proverbs 13:12) 

 
To speak of love is one thing (v. 9); to live love is another thing altogether (vv. 10-21).  Paul 
moves from defining love to what love looks like demonstrated in the church specifically and 
in the community at large. 
 
II. The demonstration of Biblical love (vv. 10-21; cf. Gal. 6:10) 
 
“The commands in verses 9 to 13 are meant for all Christians.”2   
 

A. “Let love be genuine” - Within the church (vv. 10-13) 
 

10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging behind 
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to 
prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality” (Rom. 12:10-13). 

 
1. If spiritual gifts are not sourced in and flowing from a loving spirit (1 Cor. 13), 
then the potential for spiritual cannibalism can happen (Gal. 5:13-15). 

 
2. We fail to follow the pattern (Mark 10:35; Phil. 2:1-4). 
 
3. We do not bear the marks of biblical Christianity (John 13:34, 35; 1 John 4:7-13) 

 
B. “Let love be genuine” - Within the community (vv. 14-21) 

 
What Paul is asking of us is nothing short of divine love.  This is Calvary embodied in and 
through His Church. 
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1. “Hold fast to what is good” (v. 9c) 
 

• Bless those who persecute you 

• Identify with their joys and sorrows 

• Live in harmony/be at peace (vv. 16, 18) 

• Associate with the lowly (v. 16) 

• Overcome evil with good (v. 21b) 

• Trust God in the face of injustice (v. 19b) 

 
2. “Abhor what is evil” (v. 9b) 

 

• Do not be haughty 

• Never be conceited 

• Repay no one evil for evil 

• Never avenge yourself 

• Never be overcome by evil (v. 21a) 

 
III. The difficulty of Biblical love  

 

A. Are verses 14-21 dealing with the church or with the community? 
 

B. In-house fighting was already common/prevalent in the 1st century church (i.e. all 
letters deal with problems) 

 

C. If this is the church, how does this shape “church discipline”? 
 

1. We live peaceably, if possible (v. 18) 
 

2. If not possible, we have . . . 

• The government (Romans 13:1ff) 

• The Church (Matt. 18:15-18) 
 

What’s Next – “Renewing the Mind; Transforming the Heart” 
1. “Charity by the body is IMPOSSIBLE apart from unity within the body.” 
2. “Christ in the community is IMPOSSIBLE apart from charity within the church.” 
3. God takes sinners (chap. 1-3) and makes saints (chap. 4-11). 
4. His people are “one fleshed” and are His body to one another and in His world (chap. 12). 
 

1 Adolf Schlatter, Romans: The Righteousness of God, 235. 
2 Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: Romans – Part Two, 77. 

                                                           


