
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 
planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 14, 2016 
Title:  No Condemnation – Life in the Spirit 
Text:  Romans 8:1-39 (today’s sermon 8:1-17) 
 
 
Romans 8 explains Romans 7:6, “But now we have been released from the Law, having died to 
that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of 
the letter.” 
 
I. “No condemnation [by the Law] for those in Christ” (vv. 1-11)  

 
Therefore (v. 1) – 1st principle – “No condemnation [by the Law] for those in Christ” 
For (v. 2) – 1st explanation as to why 
So that (v. 4) – Purpose/result 
 

V. 4 hina – ‘for this reason.’  My union with Christ has fulfilled the law fulfilled in us. 
This is true for those who walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh.  There is only one 
condition to walking after the Spirit and that is our union with Christ. 
 
hína (a subordinating conjunction) – for the purpose that (in order that), looking to the aim 
(intended result) of the verbal idea. /hína ("for the purpose that") is "the semantically 
marked (dramatic) way of expressing purpose in Greek (as compared for example to the 
plain infinitive)" (G. Archer). 

 
The Law cannot condemn those who do not break the Law but rather fulfill the requirements 
of the Law.  No one has ever done this prior to Christ and now all those in Him do. 
 
For, But (v. 5) – 2nd explanation as to why 
Because, For (vv. 7. 8) – 1st conclusion – you are in the Spirit 
 

dióti (a conjunction, derived from /diá, "through" and /hóti, "because") – properly, 
"because-through," functioning as an emphatic "because" ("on account of that") which 
effectively links to the necessary effect (which is often implied rather than stated in the 
passage). 

 
(vv. 6-8) Notice the contrasting elements of life/peace, hostility and pleasing.  We still often 
have this idea of not pleasing God.  If I am not pleasing God, then there is hostility between us.  
If there is hostility, then there is no peace.  Because there is peace (Romans 5:1; 8:6) and the 
absence of hostility, God is pleased with me. 
 
However, If, But (v. 9) – bridge verse – “The Spirit of God dwells in you and you belong to 
Him.” 
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“If” - ei (a conditional conjunction) – if. /ei (followed by any verb) expresses "a condition, 
thought of as real, or to denote assumptions" (i.e. viewed as factual. for the sake of 
argument) (BAGD). Accordingly, (ei) should not be translated "since," but rather always 
"if" – since the assumption may only be portrayed as valid (true, factual). 
 

Although the “if” might be translated “since,” it is assuming those who are believers do have 
the indwelling Spirit and are the children of God.  “If you are saved, we are not assuming you 
are, but if you are, then what follows is true.” 
 
II. “No obligation to the flesh” (vv. 12-18)  

 
So Then (v. 12) – 2nd conclusion/principle – “No obligation to the flesh” [works from the 
slave/master metaphor of Romans 6:15-23] 
 

ara - [J. Thayer, "intimates that 'under these circumstances, something either is so, or 
becomes so' " (so also Klotz, 167).]  Because of my union with Christ and death to the 
Law, there is now no condemnation. 
 
oún (a conjunction) – therefore, now then, accordingly so. (oún) occurs 526 times in the NT and 

is typically translated "therefore" which means, "By extension, here's how the dots connect." 
 
For If (vv. 13, 14) – 1st explanation as to why 
 
Those who are “in Christ” are putting to death the deeds of the body (cf. Col. 3:5) and are 
being led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
For, But, That (vv. 15-17a) – v. 16b – 2nd conclusion – you are a child of God 
 
Because you are a child of God, you are not obligated/indebted to the flesh. 
 
III. “No frustration in suffering” (vv. 17b-25)  
 

And If, If Indeed, So That (v. 17b) – 3rd principle – “No frustration in suffering” 

• For (vv. 18, 19) – 1st explanation 
 
When the saints are glorified, then the redemptive work of God will be complete. 
 
That (v. 21) – 3rd conclusion – you will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God 

• For (v. 22) – 2nd explanation 
We live in hope and with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

• Sufficiency vs. Inadequacy (vv. 26-27) – 3rd explanation 
The Holy Spirit assists me in my suffering by interceding for me according to the will of God. 
 

• Descriptive vs. Prescriptive (vv. 28-30) – 4th explanation 
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We can confidently face the immediate because we know God will complete what He began. 
 
IV. “No Separation from His love” 

 
The Victory of God’s Efficacious Love for His People - The conclusion through a series of 
rhetorical questions (vv. 31-39) – “No Separation from His love” 
 
The Opening Premise (vv. 31, 32) – Here is why there is no condemnation by the Law, no 
obligation to the flesh, and no frustration in suffering, because there is no separation from His 
love. 
 

A1. The first charge (v. 33a) – No accusation 
A2. The first response (v. 33b)  

B1. The second charge (v. 34a) – No condemnation 
B2. The second response (v. 34b)  

C1. The third charge (v. 35) – No separation 
C2. The third response (vv. 36-39) 
 
 

No Condemnation (v. 1) [Condemnation] 

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you 

free (v. 2a) 

The law of sin and of death (v. 2b) 

God is efficacious against sin (v. 3b)  The Law is impotent against sin (v. 3a) 

The Law’s requirements are fulfilled in us (v. 4a)  

Walking according to the Spirit (v. 4c) Walking according to the flesh (v. 4b) 

Setting one’s mind on the things of the Spirit (v. 5b) Setting one’s mind on the things of the flesh (v. 5a) 

The mind set on the Spirit is life and peace toward 

God (vv. 6a, 7) 

The mind set on the flesh is death and hostile toward 

God (vv. 6a, 7) 

 Rebels against the Law; not able to keep the Law (v. 7b) 

You are not in the flesh [you please God] (v. 9a) The flesh cannot please God (v. 8) 

The Spirit of God dwells in you (vv. 9b, 11) 

Christ is in you (v. 10a) 

The flesh does not belong to the Spirit of God (v. 9c) 

The body [the flesh] is dead (vv. 10b, 11)  

The spirit is alive because of righteousness (v. 10c)  

Not obligated to the flesh (v. 12)  

The Spirit puts to death the deeds of the body, thus 

you will life (v. 13b) 

Live according to the flesh, you must die (v. 13a) 

Led by the Spirit, these are the sons of God (v. 14)  

No longer bound by the spirit of slavery leading to 

fear (v. 15a) 

 

Have received the spirit of adoption as sons (v. 15b)  

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are 

children of God (v. 16) 

 

Children, thus heirs, fellow heirs with Christ (v. 17a)  

If we suffer, we shall also reign (v. 17b [cf. Rom. 6:1ff 

“crucified, buried, raised”]) 
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