
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 20, 2015 
Title:  Advent: The Fulfillment of Promise  
Text:  Romans 1:1-5 
Theme: Jesus actually fulfills all ancient promises. 
 
Introduction:  
“Chances are, if it is too good to be true, it is!” So excellent that it defies belief, as in He loves all 
his in-laws? That's too good to be true. This term expresses the skeptical view that something so 
seemingly fine must have something wrong with it. 
 
Portsmouth, Va. – In March of 2014, Calvin and Zatera Spencer were having an amazing month. 
First they won $1 million in the March 12 Powerball drawing. Then on March 26, Mr. Spencer 
won $50,000 with 10 winning tickets in the Virginia Lottery’s Pick 4 game. 
But it doesn’t stop there. The next day, shortly after dropping his wife off for an appointment, 
Mr. Spencer bought a Virginia Lottery Scratcher ticket – the $100 Million Cash Extravaganza – 
and won the $1 million prize. “Baby, we did it again!” he told her. 
 

Friends, this story sounds too good to be true, but it is true. 

 

The Scripture tells a fantastical story of creation, rejection, redemption, re-creation, and joy 

through worship. It almost sounds too good to be true, but it is true. Our celebration of 

Christmas/Advent is not at a distance from, but part of this grand narrative. I liken it to the 

telling of any tale. We begin with “Once upon a time” and end with “And they lived happily 

ever after.” Nevertheless, what happens in-between those two bookends is crucial. The details 

matter as they draw us in and embody the Story. We cannot participate in the Story apart from 

actually being there.  

 
What is Advent?  
Justin Holcomb -- http://www.christianity.com/christian-life/christmas/what-is-advent.html 
 
What Is Advent?                               
For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year, there may be some confusion 
surrounding the meaning of the Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent season 
focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season 
leading up to Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s more to Advent. 
 
The History of Advent                                  
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a 
translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in 
Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the 
January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the 
Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist (John 
1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians 
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would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare for this celebration; originally, 
there was little connection between Advent and Christmas. 
 
By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the 
“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his 
second coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the 
Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at Christmas. 
 
Advent Today                                    
Today, the Advent season lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At that time, the new 
Christian year begins with the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from 
Christmas Eve until Epiphany on January 6. (Advent begins on the Sunday that falls between 
November 27th and December 3rd each year.)  
 
Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 
1:2), as God’s people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. 
The church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting 
and hoping in prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s 
past gracious actions on their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this 
basis they called for God once again to act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, 
looks back upon Christ’s coming in celebration while at the same time looking forward in eager 
anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom when he returns for his people. In this light, the 
Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the church’s cry during the 
Advent season: 
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel,  
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church now 
sings the song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming 
in the future. 
 
My desire is for us to place ADVENT inside of our current study in Romans. Today, we will 
mark Romans 1:1-5 and consider two simple points. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. An Ancient Promise (v. 2) 

 
“What Christians call the Old Testament was a very important theological resource for Paul. 
Besides hundreds of allusions or echoes, his letters contain almost one hundred explicit 
quotations of it, roughly one-third of all the Old Testament quotations in the New Testament. 
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These quotations come from sixteen different books, with the bulk of them from the Pentateuch 
(33), Isaiah (25), and the Psalms (19). They appear primarily in what are regarded as Paul’s most 
important letters: Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and Galatians. They are taken mainly from the 
Greek Bible, and their wording is closest to the textual tradition preserved in the Alexandrian 
(A) manuscript of the Septuagint. While most of Paul’s biblical quotations come from the Greek 
Bible, we cannot be sure whether in citing these texts he was working from memory or whether 
he (or an assistant) was checking them against some kind of written version. Moreover, the four 
letters in which he makes extensive use of the Old Testament (Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, and 
Galatians) were addressed originally to Gentile (non-Jewish) Christian.”1 
 

“While not a theological treatise, Romans is the most extensive and profound statement of Paul’s 
theology. In it Paul made abundant use of the Old Testament in confirming his basic thesis (Rom 
1:16-17), in clinching his case that both Gentiles and Jews needed the revelation of God’s 
righteousness in Christ (3:10-18), in developing his argument about justification by faith with 
reference to Abraham (4:1-25), in constructing his comparison between Adam and Christ (5:12-
21), in meditating on the place of the remnant in the mystery of salvation (9:1–11:36), and in 
giving the love commandment as his summary of the biblical commandments (13:8-10).”2 
 

Paul quotes directly from the Hebrew Scripture fifty-seven times in the Book of Romans. Of 
those occurrences, eight are from Genesis and eighteen are from Isaiah the prophet. Thus, 45% 
of all citations in Romans come from two books. 
 
 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, (Rom. 1:2) 
 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets; (Rom. 3:21) 

 
25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, 26 but now is 

manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has 
been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; (Rom. 16:25, 26) 

 
For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the 

promises given to the fathers, (Rom. 15:8) 
 

There are approximately 8,810 promises in the entire Bible. In the Old Testament there are 7,706 and in the New 

Testament there are 1,104 wonderful promises. Deuteronomy 28 has 133 promises, which is more than any other 

chapter in the Bible. “We’re sitting on the premises when we ought to be standing on the promises!” observes 

Vance Havner. (Encyclopedia of Illustrations #4612).3 
 

Throughout Romans, Paul uses the word graphe/grapho when referencing the Scripture. 
 

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 
(Rom. 4:3) 
 
For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. (Rom. 9:17) 
 
For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. (Rom. 10:11) 
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God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how 
he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, {of Elias: Gr. in Elias?} (Rom. 11:2) 
 
For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience 
and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. (Rom. 15:4) 

 

All but two are perfect passive indicatives (4:23; 10:5). “The perfect tense is very expressive for 
it speaks of an action that took place in the past, which was completed in past time, and existence 
of its finished results.” 
 

“In Matthew 4:4, our Lord answers Satan, “It is written” and "written" is in the perfect tense. 
Here Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy that had been written by Moses 1500 years before, but is 
still on record. David said, “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” A good paraphrase 
would be “It stands written forever.” It is the eternal word of God and you can stake your life 
on it yesterday, today and tomorrow!”4 
 

Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written [perfect passive 
indicative], The just shall live by faith. 
 
Ro 2:24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written [perfect passive 
indicative]. 
 
Ro 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written [perfect passive indicative], 
That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 
 
Ro 3:10 As it is written [perfect passive indicative], There is none righteous, no, not one: 
 
Ro 4:17 ¶ (As it is written [perfect passive indicative], I have made thee a father of many nations,) before 
him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as 
though they were. {before him: or, like unto him} 
 
Ro 4:23 ¶ Now it was not written [aorist passive indicative] for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 
 
Ro 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
 
Ro 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 
 
Ro 9:33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth 
on him shall not be ashamed.  
 
Ro 10:5 For Moses describeth [writes {present active indicative}] the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man which doeth those things shall live by them. 
 

Ro 10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written [perfect passive indicative], How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 

Ro 11:8 (According as it is written [perfect passive indicative],  God hath given them the spirit of slumber, 
eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.  
 

Ro 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written [perfect passive indicative], There shall come out 
of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
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Ro 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written [perfect 
passive indicative], Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
 
 
Ro 14:11 For it is written [perfect passive indicative], As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God. 
 
Ro 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written [perfect passive indicative], The 
reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. 
 
Ro 15:9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written [perfect passive indicative], 
For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. 
 
Ro 15:21 But as it is written [perfect passive indicative], To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: 
and they that have not heard shall understand. 

 
The writings refer to the Hebrew writings from Genesis through Malachi. 
 
We have all of this written. What does it mean? 
 
II. An Actual Fulfillment (vv. 3, 4) 

 

“E.F. Harrison wrote: “Some religions, both ancient and modern, require no historical basis, for 
they depend upon ideas rather than events. Christianity is not one of these” (1968, 11). In the 
nineteenth century, German historian Bruno Baur (1800’s) alleged that Jesus was the mental 
invention of a few second-century Christians who were influenced by Graeco-Roman 
philosophy. More recently, an atheist associated with the Freedom From Religion Foundation 
argued that “the New Testament Jesus is a myth” (Barker 1992, 378). More careful scholars, 
however, have been forced to acknowledge the historicity of the Lord. German historian, Adolf 
Harnack (1851-1930), declared that Jesus was so imposing that he was “far beyond the power of 
men to invent” and that those who treat him as a myth are bereft of “the capacity to distinguish 
between fiction and the documentary evidence” (as quoted in Harrison 1968, 3). Joseph 
Klausner, the famous Jewish scholar of Hebrew University (who did not accept Christ as the 
Son of God) conceded that Jesus lived and exerted a powerful influence, both in the first century 
and subsequent thereto (1989, 17-62). Even rabid skeptics have had to bow bloody heads to the 
blows of solid historical evidence. Entertainer Steve Allen has written some bitter diatribes 
against the Bible. Nevertheless, he confessed: “My own belief is that he [Christ] did indeed live 
in the time of Augustus Caesar” (1990, 229).”5 
 

Jesus has everything necessary to be human. He was the perfect embodiment of all that God 
intended when He created Adam and Eve. Although I will not explore too deeply, as to why the 
incarnation was necessary, let us note two passages. 
 

• Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. (Heb 
2:17) 
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• 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. (Heb. 4:14, 15) 

 

“The two natures of Jesus refers to the doctrine that the one person Jesus Christ had/has two 
natures, divine and human. In theology, this is called the doctrine of the hypostatic union, from 
the Greek word hypostasis (which came to mean substantive reality). Early church figures such as 
Athanasius used the term "hypostatic union" to describe the teaching that these two distinct 
natures (divine and human) co-existed substantively and in reality in the single person of Jesus 
Christ. The aim was to defend the doctrine that Jesus was simultaneously truly God and truly 
man. The doctrine of the hypostatic union (the two natures of Jesus) was adopted as orthodox 
doctrine at the Council of Chalcedon in 451.”6 
 
“Jesus has two complete natures—one fully human and one fully divine. What the doctrine of 
the hypostatic union teaches is that these two natures are united in one person in the God-man. 
Jesus is not two persons. He is one person. The hypostatic union is the joining of the divine and 
the human in the one person of Jesus.”7 
 
The Council of Chalcedon in 451 in Asia Minor. 
 
“We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach men to confess one and the 
same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and also perfect in manhood; 
truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and body; consubstantial with us according to the 
manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages of the Father according 
to the Godhead, and in these latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the virgin Mary, 
the mother of God, according to the manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-
begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, 
inseparably; the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather 
the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one Subsistence, 
not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, and only begotten, God the 
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ, as the prophets from the beginning have declared concerning him, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down 
to us.”  
 

3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared 
the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, (Rom. 1:3, 4) 

 
A. He was/is fully Human (v. 3) 

 
concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, (Rom. 1:3) 
 
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, (Rom. 8:3) 
 
whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed 
forever. Amen. (Rom. 9:5) 
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B. He was/is fully God (v. 4) 
 
His humanity is not enough in revealing a flawless God and redeeming a fallen humanity. Not 
only did Jesus need a human nature, but also in order for His person and work to redeem 
humanity, it had to be perfect. This is what His deity provides. 
 
“The deity of Jesus is considered an essential doctrine and is a central non-negotiable belief 
within Christianity. Also known as the "divinity of Christ," this doctrine asserts that Jesus Christ 
was and is the Son of God incarnate. As the apostle Paul stated, ‘the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily’ (Col. 2:9; ESV).”8 
 

• who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of 
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, (Rom. 1:4) 

 
Only time Paul uses “Son of God” in Romans. 
 
Verse 3 uses “His Son.” The exact phrase occurs four times in Romans. 
 

For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I make 
mention of you always in my prayers; {with: or, in} (Rom. 1:9) 
 
For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. (Rom. 5:10) 
 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. (Rom. 8:29) 

 
God promised Adam and Eve that a woman would have a child who would defeat the devil, 
sin, and death. Jesus is God keeping His promise. 
 
Wife Who Put a Check in Her Husband’s Casket 
The story is told about a man who all his life, every time he got paid took $20 out of his paycheck 
and put it under his mattress. Then he got sick and was about to die. As he was dying, he said 
to his wife, “I want you to promise me one thing.” “Promise what?” she asked. “I want you to 
promise me that when Im dead you will take my money from under the mattress and put it in 
my casket so that I can take it all with me.” He died, and his wife kept her promise. She went in 
and got all that money the day he died and went to the bank and deposited it, and wrote out a 
check and put it in his casket.” (Ann Landers) 
 
“In the latter days of the Vietnam War, an American Colonel named Earl Woods made a 
promise. Woods believed that his friend, a South Vietnamese colonel named Vuong Phon [vong 
fon], saved his life. In gratitude for that act, Woods promised to name his son after his friend, 
who was known as “Tiger.” Sports fans will immediately understand that the promise was kept. 
That son has immortalized his father’s friend, for most everyone has heard of Tiger Woods.”9 
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Why would God make such a promise and then seek to fulfill it? 
 

• 21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the 
law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God 
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 
23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.  (Rom. 3:21-23) 
 
 

• 24 Yet God freely and graciously declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he 
freed us from the penalty for our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that 
God was being fair when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, (Rom. 3:24, 25) 
 

• for he was looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he declares sinners to be right in his sight 
when they believe in Jesus.  (Rom. 3:26) 

 
THE POINT 
God made a promise to redeem His people from sin and death and for joy and glory. God has 
kept His Word when He sent His Son to be our Savior. 
 
This is Advent, this is Christmas. God kept and is keeping His Word. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Jesus Christ is the actual fulfillment of ancient promises. 
2. Do you believe Him for the salvation of our soul? 

 

1 https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/scjr/article/viewFile/1536/1390  
2 https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/scjr/article/viewFile/1536/1390 
3 http://www.family-times.net/illustration/Promises/200150/  
4 http://www.preceptaustin.org/new_page_40.htm  
5 https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/26-historicity-of-jesus-christ-the  
6 http://www.theopedia.com/hypostatic-union  
7 http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-hypostatic-union  
8 http://www.theopedia.com/deity-of-jesus  
9 http://www.preaching.com/sermon-illustrations/11555420/  

                                                           


