
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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JUSTIFICATION in the Book of Romans 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 

 
It seems that there was a man in England who put his Rolls-Royce on a boat and went across to 
the continent to go on a holiday. While he was driving around Europe, something happened to 
the motor of his car. He cabled the Rolls-Royce people back in England and asked, "I'm having 
trouble with my car; what do you suggest I do?" Well, the Rolls-Royce people flew a mechanic 
over! The mechanic repaired the car and flew back to England and left the man to continue his 
holiday. As you can imagine, the fellow was wondering, "How much is this going to cost me?" 
So when he got back to England, he wrote the people a letter and asked how much he owed 
them. He received a letter from the office that read: "Dear Sir: There is no record anywhere in 
our files that anything ever went wrong with a Rolls-Royce." That is justification. 
 
The apostle Paul uses the word “righteous” extensively. The words all come from the same 
“root” [dikai]. The below chart shows the occurrence of “dikai” and its siblings in the Book of 
Romans. They occur primarily through chapter 10 and then stop. There are six words within the 
family. The chart below show the English word and the Greek word. It is easy to see the “root” 
[dikai] in each sibling. 
 

• Unrighteous [Adikai] 

• Judgment [Dikaioma] 

• Just [Dikaios] 

• Righteousness [Dikaiosune] 

• Justification [Dikaiosis] 

• Justified [Dikaioo] 
 
Introduction: 
 
Every bad thing you know and 
experience speaks to your inability to 
fix what is broken. 
You cannot fix your marriage. 
You cannot fix your children. 
You cannot fix your job. 
You cannot fix your house. 
You cannot fix your extended family. 
You cannot fix you. 
The devil would have you believe 
this is your problem and that by 
fixing it, you will be happy and at 
rest. This is not your problem. Your 
problem ties directly to your 
relationship with God. You are not 
good enough. You cannot work/will yourself to God. “There is none righteous, no not one.” 
You are not smart enough. You cannot think/educate yourself to God. “There is none who 
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understand.” You do not care enough. You cannot feel yourself to God. “There are none who 
seek God.” 
 
God has fixed your problem. The solution lies completely outside yourself. He has done the 
work for you. 
He has thoroughly thought through every contingency. He loves you and pursues you. Since 
you cannot and will not, God can and did. He made it so easy there is nothing more to do but 
believe that what He has done is enough. The gift of a right standing before Him is freely given 
by grace and received by faith. In believing this, He gives you His righteousness resulting in 
peace, and joy, and acceptance, and approval.  
There is nothing more to do for it is finished. There is therefore now no condemnation. 
 
What God places on you and gives to you, He works through you. This is practical 
righteousness.  We actually love one another! We live the loving life toward our neighbors and 
toward one another.  The Jesus Seed of Righteousness causes the gospel fruit of Righteousness.  
 
This is what His righteousness looks like. Christians love their spouses even when they do not 
love you back.  Christians obey their parents, even when the parent appears unreasonable. 
Christians work hard at their place of employment and are honest toward their employer and 
kind toward their fellow employees. Christians see their possessions as gifts from God and serve 
God with their possessions. Christians live lovingly toward their difficult family members. 
Christians live setting aside every weight and the sin that entangles and look to Jesus as the 
author and finisher of faith. 
 
Below is the Scriptural evidence for such weighty thought. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. At our core, we are unrighteous. This is the righteous judgment of God, the Law, and 

Jesus. It is our DNA. In our actions, we are unrighteous (Rom. 1:18, 29; 2:8; 3:5; 6:13). Our 
unrighteousness lies at our core. We cannot be anything other than what we are. We are 
“wrong.” We gravitate toward unrighteousness. There is a moral, legal, and ceremonial 
failure in us whereby we are “wrong” with God. 

 
II. God’s “judgement” is right (Rom. 1:32; Law, 2:26; 8:4; Jesus, 5:16, 18) 

 
III. The cross reveals the rightness of God to forgive sinners. The cross is God’s means of 

securing the believer’s salvation from sin and death for their joy and His glory. The cross 
stands in contrast to those who reject its provision (1:16-18).  
 

Our unrighteousness contrasts with God’s intrinsic rightness causing Him to be righteous. His 
rightness lies at His core. He cannot be anything other than what He is. He is right. Because of 
who He is, right, He does righteousness.  
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IV. God’s righteous actions reveal His righteous nature, just as our unrighteous actions 
reveal our unrighteous nature (1:16-18; 3:3-6; 9:14). 

 
V. To be just before God is to be in a right relationship with God (Rom. 2:13). This is what 

peace with God means (Rom. 5:1). It is only through His righteous act we are acceptable 
to God and approved by men (14:18). 
 

Neither the presence of the Law nor its absence can create nor cause the unrighteousness seen 
or the righteousness required (3:20; 9:30, 31).  
 
The conclusion Paul makes is, “All are unrighteous” (3:10). No one is right before God. Because 
all have sinned and continually come short, God has made a way to save everyone (3:22, 23). 
Thus, no one acquires a right standing before the Father through the absence or presence of the 
Law (Rom. 9:30, 31). 

 
VI. The faithfulness of God in keeping His Promises reflects His rightness (3:3, 4). 
 
God is just in punishing the injustice of sinners even though their injustice reveals His justice 
(3:5).  

 
VII. The Law will always show what we are and who God is (3:20). The Law cannot cause 

what it requires.  
 

VIII. God must provide the righteousness He Himself requires (Rom. 3:21, 22). Only God can 
meet the standard He established. 
 

IX. Jesus is the only means for rightness before God (Rom. 3:22, 24). Romans 8:33 is emphatic, 
“God justifies.” Because God is right, He is just and can justify the unrighteous. 

 
Unless and until one abandons all hope of securing a right standing before the Father through 
works righteousness, all effort is empty and vain (Rom. 10:3-6). It is only as we acknowledge the 
rightness of God in the righteous act of the cross that we can be saved (10:10). 
 
X. This right standing before the Father is freely given as an expression of His grace and 

appropriated by faith apart from works (Rom. 3:22, 24; 4:5, 9, 13; 5:17, 18). 
 
Faith appropriates the righteousness secured by the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 
XI. The cross shows God’s morality in causing sinners to be right through the provision He 

Himself makes in the person and work of His only begotten Son (Rom. 3:25, 26).  
 
God does for us what we could never do for ourselves. God does for us what the Law could 
never do (3:28, 30). The failure of the Law is not in the Law, but in us. The Law shows humanity 
for what we are, Lawbreakers. The Law showed Jesus for what He is, God. Abraham shows 
God’s principle of righteousness through faith apart from works (Rom. 4:2, 3, 5, 6, 9, and 11). 
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XII. God is right to forgive sinners in the righteous act of Jesus. The sinner receives the 

righteousness of God displayed at Calvary. Through faith, God imputes to the sinner’s 
standing His righteousness (Rom. 4:22). This imputation of righteousness is the reign of 
grace (5:21). 
 

XIII. His perfect obedience, voluntary and substitutionary sacrifice and resurrection secure the 
sinner’s justification (Rom. 4:25; 5:1, 9, 19). 

 
Let's say you were caught speeding down this highway in front of the church. You were doing 
100 mph, obviously slightly out of the acceptable speeding window. You go to court and just as 
the judge is about to throw the book at you, someone steps forward and says, "I will pay the 
fine. I will take the punishment." And you get off, without paying the fine, without any 
punishment at all. You have been justified, made right in the eyes of the law. It doesn't change 
the fact that you were speeding, but the court sees you as innocent. That is what Christ did for 
us. 
 
XIV. The righteousness of God works in us to produce His righteousness through us (6:7, 13, 

16, 18, 19, and 20). The sequence noted in Romans 8:30 is predestination, calling, 
justification, and glorification. 

 
"An ape can cleverly imitate the actions of humans. But he is not therefore, a human. If he 
became a human, it would undoubtedly be not by virtue of the works by which he imitated man 
but by virtue of something else; namely, by an act of God. Then, having been made a human, he 
would perform the works of humans in proper fashion. "Paul does not say that faith is without 
its characteristic works, but that it justifies without the works of the law. Therefore justification 
does not require the works of the law; but it does require a living faith, which performs its 
works." ~ Martin Luther 
 
His righteousness on us, working in us, works righteousness through us. 
 
The text speaks of His people yielding, submitting, or presenting their choices to righteousness. 
How might one understand this idea? There are three facets to our righteousness. First, the 
Father has “imputed” to our account the righteousness of Jesus. Thus, He always sees us in the 
righteousness of His Son. This imputed or alien righteousness is the Holy Spirit indwelling 
(8:10). Second, because of the Holy Spirit, there is always a foundation of righteousness 
manifesting itself in us and through us. Thus, the New Testament describes His people as 
commandment-keepers. Finally, there is a choice of righteousness whereby we choose to act in 
accordance with the very character and nature of God. The first two are absolutes and 
unconditional. The third facet of our righteousness is primary and public. Although some might 
suggest the third facet is uncertain and conditional, the Holy Spirit guarantees the natural and 
normal outworking of God’s righteousness in and through His people. 
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XV. The kingdom of God reflects the righteousness of God. His righteousness causes peace 
and thus joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). 

 
Notice the sequence of “Righteousness, then peace, then joy.” The sequence is intentional. His 
righteous work causes me to have peace causing me to have joy. 
 
The link between the root of our rightness before God and the fruit of our rightness before 

God are inseparable. Our response toward [i.e. love for] our brothers and sisters in Christ is 
caused by our love for God. It is His love causing our love for one another. 
 
What is the Next Step? 
1. Sinners are unrighteous 
2. God alone is righteous 
3. Only in Jesus can the unrighteous be made righteous before God. 
4. God’s righteousness given to the sinner works through the sinner righteousness. 
 
 
 


