
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  October 25, 2015 
 
Sermon Title: The Gospel – An Explanation  
 
Series Title: Romans  
 
Text:  Romans 1:8-16 
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Date:  October 4, 2015 
Title:  The Gospel – An Explanation  

Text:  Romans 1:8-17 

 

Do you think the Christians in Rome had the same problems we do?    
What solution did Paul offer? What solutions do we offer? 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Paul’s thank-filled prayer (vv. 8-13). 

 
A. Why pray 
 

1. That they may be ESTABLISHED (V. 11) 
 

v. 11 - The word ESTABLISHED has the idea of “to strengthen, of turning resolutely in 
a direction.”  Luke 9:51; 16:26; 22:32; Rom. 1:11; 16:25; 1 Thess. 3:2; 3:13; 2 Thess. 2:17; 3:3 

 
2. That together they might be ENCOURAGED (vv. 12, 13) 

 
v. 12 - The word ENCOURAGED occurs only here.  It is, however, a “delightful” word 
– sum+parakaleo. 
 

a. How? By imparting some spiritual gift (v. 11 [“seed”]). 
b. How? By obtaining some “spiritual” fruit (v. 13 [“Harvest”]). 

 
Comparing 1:11 with Romans 12:3-8.  See also 1 Peter 4:10, 11 and 1 Tim. 4:14. 
 
B. How to pray 
 

1.  With a spirit of worship (vv. 8, 9a [serve]) 
 

The word translated “serve” means “to serve for hire.”  In the New Testament, it carries 
the idea of, “To render religious service or homage, to worship, to perform sacred 
services.” 

 
2.  With a spirit of persistency (vv. 9b, 10 [unceasingly, mention, always]) 

 
 

II. Paul’s gospel saturated response (vv. 14-17). 
 

The means through which Paul seeks to establish others and to be mutually encouraged is by 
preaching the gospel (vv. 14, 15). Only the Gospel can do what Paul requested. 
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Obligation ([debt] vv. 14, 16b) 
Paul saw himself as a conduit of God’s Gospel. 
Preach ([declare] v. 15) 
10x – Gospel; 3x – preach 
Rom. 1:15 ; 10:15; 15:20 
 
Not ashamed ([Determination] v. 16 [cf. 6:21]). “To be EMBARRASED.” 

“Why was Paul not EMBARRASED by the gospel?” 
 
NOT ASHAMED:  Three reasons why Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel 
 
1. Power of God (v. 16a) 
 

Verses 3 and 4 tell us WHO the Gospel is, while verses 16 and 17 explain what the Gospel does 
and thus why Paul wants to preach it. See Rom. 3:21-25 
Power = Dunamis [2 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:18-25] 

 
2. Universally Necessary (v. 16b) 
 

Vv. 5, 13, 14, 16 [Rom. 3:9] 
Everyone starts in the same place. 
Everyone comes in the same way [believe {10:13}]. 
 

“To Entrust” 
Rom. 1:16; 3:22; 4:3, 5, 11, 24; 9:33; 10:4, 9, 10, 11, 14 
 
SAVING FAITH: Never in a vacuum.  Always has an object.  Object must be valid. 
 
SAVING FAITH 
7 Billion / @900K – Hindu / @1.5B - Muslim 
@2.2 Billion Christian 
50% Catholic [Rome/West] 
37% Protestant [Europe/Mainline] 
12% Orthodox [East] 
1% Other 
 
AMERICAN “FAITH” 
This study also shows the extent of Christian commitment in the nation—more than 150 
million Americans say they have professed faith in Christ.   This impressive number begs the 
question of how well this commitment is expressed. As much of our previous research shows, 
Americans’ dedication to Jesus is, in most cases, a mile wide and an inch deep.” 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/714-what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-beliefs#.VikBgG4z-Y0  
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3. God’s Righteousness Revealed (v. 17) 
 
Notice the contrast between verses 17 and 18.  What God is about to do in and through Jesus is 
RIGHT.   He is right when He saves those who call on Him.  He is right when He purges those 
who will not call on Him. 
 
FROM … TO 
From “A” to “Z”, the “Author” and “Finisher” 
From our Justification to our Glorification, it is always about . . .    
 

By GRACE alone, through FAITH alone, in CHRIST alone. 
 
NOW WHAT? 

1. The Community of Faith is about Gifting and Harvest. 
2. The Community of Faith is about the Gospel. 
3. These ideas are one and the same. 

 

The Gospel inherently is to be declared.  Why?  Because . . .  

• Jesus saves Sinners. 

• Sinners need Jesus. 

• God is righteous in what He is about to do in and through Jesus. 
 
The GOSPEL Story 
 
 


