
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 
church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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The Gospel of God’s Grace – An Introduction 

Romans 1:1-7 
 
The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the reader to the gospel of grace by looking at the 
initial seven verses. 
  
From verses one through seventeen, Paul provides an introduction to the whole letter.  He 
begins by laying out a standard letter format.   He identifies himself, his audience and an 
extended discussion of what the gospel of God is. 
 
I. The Gospel’s carrier is described (v.1) 
 
Paul as a carrier of the gospel is described in three distinct ways.   
 

A. Paul the Servant 
 
Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ.  He had surrendered his rights and placed himself under the 
authority of another. Paul did not act from his own initiative.  He was simply following orders.  
It is a hard lesson to be learned but a lesson that must be learned.  A servant has no rights.  We 
all recognize that we are to be servants, but we hate it when we are treated like servants.  Paul 
was a servant of the Most High God.  And this was Paul’s glory. 
 

B. Paul the Sent One 
 
The word “apostle” means to be identified through a commission.  Paul’s commissioning is what 
marked him.  The message he carries comes with the authority of the source.  As an apostle, he 
is simply a representative of a higher authority.  In this case, it is God.  The office of apostle is 
not “taken” but “received”. 
 

C. Paul the Separated One 
 
This is the only verb in the first verse.  It is the verb aphorizo and means, “to mark off from 
others by boundaries, to limit, to separate.”   It is a perfect passive participle.  The perfect tense 
speaks of an action that has happened in the past with continuing results.  The passive voice 
speaks of the object receiving the action.  Thus, God had set Paul apart on the road to Damascus 
and the result of that process continues to this day.  It was not something Paul did, but was 
something done to him. 
 
John Murray writes this concerning Paul’s separation:  “When he says ‘separated’ he means that 
all bonds of interest and attachment alien to the promotion of the gospel had been rent asunder 
and that this gospel had made him captive.”1  
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II. The Gospel’s character is described (v.2) 
 
Several properties or features of the gospel are described.  The gospel is described in five ways. 
 

A. It Was Divinely Sourced 
 
It is described as the gospel of God. It is a genitive of possession.  “This use of the genitive defines, 
describers, and limits by denoting ownership.”2 It is God’s gospel, not man’s.  This is the good 
news that “belongs to” God.   
 
Is the gospel preached by Jesus the same as that of Paul and Peter?  There is only one gospel.  
The fullest manifestation of the gospel waits for the Story’s Hero to arrive, but all “gospels” 
simply speak of this one Hero.  This is the organic unity of the One Story.   
 

B. It Was Promised Beforehand  
 
Proepaggellomai is a compound word made up of “to announce or proclaim” and 
“beforehand”.  It is used only here in the entire New Testament.  The gospel was not new in 
origin only in its public proclamation.  God’s promise begun in Genesis 3:15 is now coming to 
fruition. 
 

C. It Was Through The Prophets (See also Rom. 3:21) 
 
The preposition dia means “by means of” and speaks of agency or channel.  The prophets were 
the “personal agents who performed the action expressed by the verbal adjective.”3 It was 
through the channel of the prophets that the gospel was proclaimed to the people. 
 

D. It Was In The Holy Scripture 
 
The preposition en means “in the sphere of” and speaks of where the gospel is to be found.  It 
is a locative of place.  The gospel is special revelation.  It is not part of the universal proclamation 
of God as found in creation or general revelation.  The gospel is found only in the Holy Scripture 
and nowhere else.   
 
Thus if men will hear of God’s saving grace, it must come through the message found within 
the pages of Holy Writ.  This is why Romans 10:13-17 is so crucial in the redemptive plan of 
God. 
 

E. It Was Regarding His Son (v. 3) 
 
The preposition peri means “with reference to” and speaks of subject matter.  The gospel is Jesus 
Christ.  There is no other good news apart from Him.  He is the good news!  Is this how we view 
the gospel of God?  Such thoughts need to bubble up in our own lives and over into the lives of 
others. 
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III. The Gospel’s content is described (vv.3-7) 
 
The gospel is Christ.  It is nothing other than Christ.  To miss this point is to miss the gospel 
entirely.  The Son is described in two ways. 
 

A. The Son’s Nature 
 

1. His Human Nature 
 
According to the flesh, He was the son of David.  By genetic descent, Jesus was the son of David.  
He was of the same “sperma” as David.  The verb “made” (ginomai) speaks of becoming.  He 
was not always David’s son.  The incarnation brought Him into the lineage of David.  Prior to 
the virgin birth, no such relationship was true. 
 

2. His Divine Nature 
 
According to the Spirit, He was the Son of God.  Unlike our initial statement, the Son did not 
“become” God.  He did not exist in any other relationship other than that of God’s Son.  Jesus 
was always the Son of God.  The verb “declare” is interesting.  It is the same primary word found 
in verse one concerning Paul’s separation. It is the verb aphorizo and means, “to mark off from 
others by boundaries, to limit, to separate.”   
 
Just as Paul was separated unto the gospel of God, he was defined by this act, so also is Jesus 
“separated” or marked by the following.  Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead was by means 
of the Holy Spirit’s activity and was in power.  Such an act defined Him as the Son of God to 
others.  He was always the Son of God now He was declared to others as such. 
 
The spirit of holiness is no different grammatically than to say the Holy Spirit.   
 

B. The Son’s Activity 
 
Through Jesus, Paul received the enabling grace and authoritative apostleship to preach to the 
Gentiles the gospel of Jesus Christ.   “Christ is the person through whom the grace and 
apostleship received have been mediated.”4  The Lord is described as the author of two thoughts.  
The phrase “by whom” is the same preposition (dia) as that found in verse two.  It speaks of 
agency.  The wording of the verse is awkward.  Is Paul speaking only of himself or does he 
include his Roman audience? 
  

1. Through Him We Have Received Grace 
 
What has Paul received?  Grace.  Paul was not only the recipient of grace, but proclaimed grace 
to others.    Paul recognized that grace is what caused him to respond in faith for obedience.  
Grace comes to us through Jesus Christ alone.  There is no other means whereby the needy find 
hope. 
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2. Through Him We Have Received A Commission 
 
Why has Paul received it?  So that others might come to obedience by means of faith.  The phrase 
is preceded by eis. In our context it is an accusative of purpose.  Here it indicates the aim or 
purpose of the action of the main verb.5 Paul received grace and a commission so that others 
might come to obedience of faith or faith’s obedience.  It is an obedience that is produced by 
faith.  
 
Paul was sent with authority to proclaim the grace of God to others.  What I find interesting is 
that Paul begins with, I Paul, and ends with “we”.  Paul recognized that all believers are the 
recipients of grace and a commission. 
 

a. Paul’s commission was to “all nations” 
 
“Most frequently in Paul’s letters ‘nations’ is used of the Gentiles as distinguished from the Jews.  
Paul is thinking here of his own apostleship and since he is the apostle of the Gentiles and glories 
in that fact there is much more to be said in favor of the view that here the Gentile nations are 
in view.”6 
   
The grace of God was to be extended to all for the name of Jesus.  It is God’s intent that all people 
everywhere hear of Jesus.  It is His desire to have the name of Jesus exalted above every name 
and that at His name every knee shall bow and tongue confess that He is Lord of Lords.  He uses 
the phrase “for the name of Jesus”.  The preposition is huper.  It is a genitive of advantage.  “It 
indicates the person or thing on behalf of whom or on the behalf of which something is done.”7 
The purpose of missions is so that His name is proclaimed throughout the world.   
 

b. The Roman believers were a part of the “all nations” 
 
The Romans were a part of the “all nations” and a part of those who were exalting the name of 
Jesus Christ.  Paul uses the same word “called” here as in verse one concerning his apostleship.  
Here it is used as a title, in verse one it was used as a verb as in verse seven. 
 
Paul ends with a benediction.  God speaks to us at the level of our greatest need.  People wish 
peace, but not through grace.  Grace sees the bankruptcy of one’s condition and comes to God 
for help.  “The Pauline concept of ‘peace’ cannot be understood except on the background of the 
alienation from God which sin has involved.  Hence ‘peace’ is the reconstituted favor with God 
based upon the reconciliation accomplished by Christ.”8  What about you?  As a result of grace 
these Roman believers are identified in three ways: the called of Jesus Christ, beloved of God 
and the ones called holy.   
 
“The introduction in 1:1-17 is similar in many respects to the ending of the letter in 15:14-16:27 
(esp. 15:14-33; 16:25-27). Together they form a kind of inclusio (i.e., book ends) with great stress 
laid on Paul’s mission to Gentiles, the gospel, and obedience (= faith).”9  
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“’Beloved of God’ points to the intimacy and tenderness of the love of the Father, the embrace 
of his people in the bosom of his affection.  ‘Called to be Saints’ or ‘called as saints’ places the 
emphasis upon the effectual character of the divine action by which believers became saints – it 
was by divine summons.”10   
 
For me such thoughts are staggering.  As a recipient of grace I am one of the called of Jesus 
Christ.  I am beloved of God and I am called holy.  This is my position in Christ.  This is 
immutable.  Such theology for me is humbling.  Why?  Because I know myself and I am to this 
day and forever unworthy of such love and attention. 
 
APPLICATION 
 

• Do you understand the One Story of God? 

• Do you see the marvels of what we call the gospel? 

• Do you worship the Son?  His name is to be proclaimed openly and unashamedly.  Grace is 
what found you and grace is what keeps you.  May this day be a day of reflection on the 
grace of God and on those who have yet to hear. 

• All Christian ministries are empty apart from the gospel.  Humanitarian activity is but a 
shadow apart from the open proclamation of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
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