
 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  
It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an 
attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 
congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be 
found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 
at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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This letter is arguably the most important document of the Christian faith; it stands behind 
virtually all great movements of God in the last 1900 years.”  

(Daniel B. Wallace) 
 

An Introduction to the Book of Romans 
Misc. 

 
The Apostle Paul writes Romans because churches divide over non-biblical issues.  By starting 
where Paul ends, we can see why he wrote what he did.  Paul is not urging them to change 
their behavior, but to change their attitude toward those who differ with them over non-
biblical issues.  Those within the church who “wave their territorial flags with too much vigor 
and thus alienate and divide are to be marked and removed.”   
 
The message is simple, the gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get 
along.”  Paul’s extensive explanation of the Story (i.e. Gospel) is to show what we once were, 
we no longer are, and who we now are in Christ.   The Gospel makes both Jews and Gentiles 
one.  We are to separate from those who cause schism over non-biblical issues.  Oddly enough, 
we are to be intolerant toward those who are intolerant.  The Church is to hold rigorously the 
gospel and its consequences.  May our understanding of the Story enable us to stand fast in the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and may we learn to live large toward His Church, the body of 
Christ. 
 
The Book of Romans is one of those Books within the Bible that has had many “fans.” 
Theologians and Historians speak of Romans in glowing terms using “high” language. The 
accolades assigned to it are almost overwhelming to the point of drowning out or chasing 
away any desire to read it. Consider the following statement. 
 

“After 18 years of preaching at Bethlehem Baptist Church, John Piper now feels the time 
has come to preach through Paul’s letter to the Romans. By his own admission he had 
‘considered it again and again, and backed off from the task like a mountain climber gazing 
up into the clouds around the peak of Mount Everest and then turning to lower heights.”  
(Resource Catalog Fall 1998-Winter 1999 – Desiring God Ministries) 

 
Again, I get the desire to speak well of the Book, but if such an esteemed Pastor/Theologian as 
John Piper finds the truths of Romans daunting, what chance do mere mortals have of scaling 
its heights! 
 
PUTTING IT IN PERSPECTIVE – Like most New Testament Letters, Romans is an occasional 
Letter. Paul wrote Romans in response to a problem at the local church level [are you 
surprised?]. The problems confronting the church in Rome are no different from our own. The 
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Jewish believers and the Gentile believers had trouble getting along. Paul’s solution to this 
problem was the gospel.  
 
The Book of Romans unpacks the gospel and shows the implication of its truth in the life of the 
local church. It is actually quite simple. The gospel has immeasurable depth, but it is easy 
enough for all to comprehend. 
 
The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the reader to the book of Romans by looking at six 
key questions. 
 
Many consider Romans to be Paul’s magnum opus.  It is not the last of his writings, but it is 
his most thorough treatment of his doctrinal framework found anywhere in the word of God. 
Yet, his intent exceeds only intellect. His intent is to help resolve the conflict between Jews and 
Gentiles within the local church.   Paul’s other epistles deal with singular issue, Romans does 
the same by weaving the parts into a harmonious whole. Chrysostom, one of the early Church 
Fathers, had so great an esteem for the work that he would have it read to him twice a week. 
 
The book of Romans is, in a sense, a frightening book for two reasons.  First, it is frightening 
because of the breadth of Paul’s theology.  And second, it is frightening because Paul weaves 
his thoughts into a complete unified treatise.   Great men have much to say of this mighty 
epistle.   
 

• “When anyone understands this Epistle, he has a passage opened to him to the 
understanding of the whole Scriptures.”  (John Calvin) 

• “The Epistle to the Romans has been usually regarded as the most difficult portion of the 
New Testament.” (Barnes) 

• “The only hope of Christianity is in the rehabilitating of the Pauline theology.  It is back, 
back, back, to an incarnate Christ and the atoning blood, or it is on, on, on, to atheism and 
despair.”  (The late Francis L. Patton, godly and able president of Princeton University) 

• The epistle to the Romans is the true masterpiece of the New Testament and the very 
purest gospel, which is well worth and deserving that a Christian man should not only 
learn it by heart, word for word, but also that he should daily deal with it as the daily 
bread of men’s souls.  It can never be too much or too well read or studied, and the more it 
is handled the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.”  (Martin Luther) 

• “After 18 years of preaching at Bethlehem Baptist Church, John Piper now feels the time 
has come to preach through Paul’s letter to the Romans.  By his own admission he had 
‘considered it again and again, and backed off from the task like a mountain climber gazing 
up into the clouds around the peak of Mount Everest and then turning to lower heights.”  
(Resource Catalog Fall 1998-Winter 1999 – Desiring God Ministries) 
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Nevertheless, the book of Romans is exciting for several reasons.  First, it is exciting because 
Paul does lay out the fullness of thought one needs to have in understanding God’s mindset.  
Second, it is exciting because Paul’s thoughts do not lie in isolation against each other but are 
rather woven into a harmonious and homogenous work.  It is for this reason that I personally 
look forward to the study of Romans, Paul’s magnum opus. 
 
I. Who wrote the Book of Romans? 
 
Although there is no dispute about Pauline authorship, it may be helpful to rehearse, in brief, 
why that is the case. 
 

1. External Evidence 
 
The ancient writers regularly included Romans in their list of authentic documents. Marcion, 
the Muratorian fragment, and a steady stream of patristic writers beginning with Ignatius, 
Polycarp, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus all assume its Pauline authorship without defense. 
 

2. Internal Evidence 
 
“From the post-apostolic church to the present, with almost no exception, the Epistle has been 
credited to Paul. If the claim of the apostle to have written the Galatian and Corinthian letters 
is accepted, there is no reasonable basis for denying that he wrote Romans, since it echoes 
much of what is in the earlier writings, yet not slavishly.”  (E. F. Harrison, Romans in The 
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 3-4). 
 
In other words, once we adopt some letter claiming Paul as its author (on grounds which are 
unassailable), then we have a standard of comparison. The Corinthian letters and Galatians 
have been just such benchmarks of authenticity. And Romans fits in with their style and 
theological viewpoint; further, it poses no historical or other (e.g., ecclesiological) problems for 
Pauline authorship. 
 
No voice from the early church was ever raised against his authorship even though the 
apostle’s name occurs only in 1:1.   

 
A. Paul was considered by many to be the greatest of the apostles. 
B. He was the apostle to the Gentiles. 
C. He was a citizen of Tarsus. 
D. He was, prior to his conversion, a Pharisee. 
E. He was also a Roman citizen. 
F. Gamaliel taught him.  This was the best education a young Jewish boy could get. 
G. He learned the trade of tent making. 
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H. Prior to his conversion, he was an enemy of Christ. 
I. His salvation experience took place on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). 
J. The last part of Acts records his three missionary journeys. 
 

II. When was the Book of Romans written? 
 
There appears to be a window of about AD 55-57 for the writing of the epistle.  Very likely 
Paul was on his third missionary journey, ready to return to Jerusalem with the offering from 
the mission churches for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem (15:25-27). 
 
In looking at the epistles of Paul, one can see this to be his sixth letter: Galatians (49 A.D., just 
after 1st missionary journey), 1 & 2 Thessalonians (50-51, during his 2nd missionary journey),    
1 & 2 Corinthians (54 and 55 respectively, during 3rd missionary journey) and now Romans 
(55, during 3rd missionary journey). 

 
III. From where was the Book of Romans written? 
 
The most likely place of writing is either Corinth or Cenchrea (about six miles away) because 
of references to Phoebe of Cenchrea (16:1, 27) and to Gaius, Paul’s host (16:23), who was 
probably a Corinthian (see 1 Cor. 1:14). 

 
This epistle was written from Corinth, as the subscription of it testifies.  This may be confirmed 
from the apostle's commendation of Phoebe, by whom he sent it, who was of Cenchrea, a place 
near Corinth; by his calling Erastus, the chamberlain of the city, who abode at Corinth, 2 
Timoty 4:20, and Gaius his host, who was a Corinthian, Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:14.  
 
IV. To whom was the Book of Romans written? 
 
The original recipients of the letter were the people of the church at Rome (1:7), who were 
predominantly Gentile.  Jews, however, must have constituted a substantial minority of the 
congregation (see 4:1; chapters 9-11). 

 
A. Rome was the largest and most important city at the time of Paul.  It had 

probably 4 million people. 
B. It was a city of contrast; wealth and poverty existed side-by-side. 
C. Almost ¼ of the population were slaves. 
D. Of the free population, a vast majority lived on some sort of welfare. 
E. Many religions were represented; there were 420 temples in the city. 
F. It was called the City of Seven Hills. 
G. There was a sizeable colony of Jews existing in the city. 
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V. How is the Book of Romans written? 
 
This can be considered Paul’s magnum opus.  It is written as a formal treatise covering basic 
doctrines and setting forth a timeless message for all ages. 
  
VI. Why was the Book of Romans written? 
 
From the content of the book, four reasons for writing can be offered.  Paul wrote to prepare 
the way for his coming visit to Rome and his proposed mission to Spain (1:10-15; 15:22-29).  
This letter would provide them a basis for further study upon his arrival.  
  

• First, to instruct the Church concerning the sinfulness of man and the salvation of God 
(1-5).   

o Introduction: The revelation of righteousness 91:1-17) 
o Justification: The Imputation of Righteousness (1:18-5:11) 

• Second, to instruct the Church concerning the doctrine of sanctification (6-8).  
o Sanctification: The Impartation of Righteousness (5:12-8:39)  

• Third, to instruct the Church concerning body truth and how it affects both Jew and 
Gentile (9-11).  

o Vindication of God’s Righteousness in His Relationship to Israel (9:1-11:36)  

• And finally, to instruct the Church concerning the practical implications of positional 
truth as it works out in the life of the true believer (12-15). 

o Application: God’s Righteousness at work (12:1-15:13) 
o Conclusion: Paul’s purpose, plans and praise in connection with the 

dissemination of righteousness (15:14-16:27) 
 
Some would state that Paul’s theme is “justification by grace alone through faith alone in 
Christ alone.”  I believe Paul’s big idea is the grace of God and the implications of this grace in 
every facet of life; especially as it is seen in five distinct areas.  Over twenty times (21 times) 
Paul uses the word grace in this work.   
 
Notice the words grace, gospel, and righteousness as found in the epistle to the Romans  

• grace (1:5, 7; 3:24; 4:4, 16; 5:2, 15, 17, 20, 21; 6:1, 14, 15, 17; 11:5, 6; 12:3, 6; 15:15; 16:20, 24);  

• gospel (1:1, 9, 15, 16; 2:16; 10:15, 16; 11:28; 15:16, 19, 20, 29; 16:25);  

• righteousness (1:17; 3:5, 21, 22, 25, 26; 4:3, 5, 6, 9, 11, 13, 22; 5:17, 21; 6:13, 16, 18, 19, 20; 
8:10:9:28, 30, 31; 10:3, 4, 5, 6, 10; 14:17). 

The righteousness of God is His personal integrity and all that is an expression of His being.  
Grace is means whereby His righteousness is applied to sinners and such an application is by 
grace and is grace. 
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Conclusion 
 
The Book of Romans was written by the Apostle Paul from the city of Corinth shortly after he 
wrote 2 Corinthians.  Since it is known that the date of his arrival in Jerusalem on his third 
missionary journey was AD 58 or 59, and that he was preparing to leave for Jerusalem 
(Romans 15:25 [cf. Acts 20:16]), Romans is believed to have been written in the spring of AD 
56. 
 
Application 
 

• Romans is a theology of grace.  May we be pleased to study the work and to find God’s 
grace displayed in a clear and full way. 

  
 


