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TITLE: The Merciful Messiah 

TEXT: Psalm 2 

EMPHASIS: Messiah anticipation leads to anarchy or allegiance. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

As we continue to journey through the mountain range of the psalter, Psalm 2 operates in tandem 

with Psalm 1 to provide for us the coordinates to best navigate each trail and checkpoint that 

lies ahead. While Psalm 1 emphasized Torah meditation, Psalm 2 will highlight Messiah 

anticipation. The latitude and longitude of these two psalms will ensure we have our bearings 

and keep us from losing our way as we traverse each trail within the psalms. 

 

I. THE NATIONS REJECT GOD’S AUTHORITY (vv.1-3) 

 

 

II. GOD RESPONDS RESOLUTELY (vv.4-6) 

 

 

III. GOD RESPONDS DEFINITELY (vv.7-9) 

 

 

IV. THE NATIONS RECEIVE GOD’S MERCY (vv.10-12) 

 

 

TRAVERSING THE TRAIL: 

Messiah anticipation leads to anarchy or allegiance. This psalm makes a big deal regarding how 

one responds to God’s authority revealed in and through his Son, Jesus. God the Father makes 

it perfectly clear that his Son is the sovereign ruler over this world and everything in it. The 

Anointed Son, King Jesus, is ruling now and will one day reign unopposed. THIS DAY is an 

opportunity until THAT DAY. The world – its rulers and residents – are experiencing the merciful 

rule of withheld judgment. How will the nations respond? How will you respond? How have you 

responded? 

 

 For those of you who have embraced Jesus as God’s Anointed King and Messiah, this 

psalm calls you blessed – experiencing a heightened state of happiness and joy. You 

have found refuge in Jesus. You will not experience the wrath of God the Father since He 

has poured it out on his Son in your place.  

 

 If you are here today and have not received the Son as your Savior from sin and death, 

this psalm gives warning for you to respond wisely. You are encouraged to trust Jesus by 

faith rather than reject God’s offer of mercy and forgiveness.  

 


