
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to continue 

the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR – The Feasts of Israel 
 

“You Shall Celebrate the Feast” 

Leviticus 23:39-44 
 

 

 

 

BY WAY OF REVIEW - THE SEVEN FEAST DAYS 
 

God, through the Nation of Israel, has put in play pictures to remind His people of what is true. Everything 

in the Nation of Israel was a shadow always pointing back to the Garden and forward to the fulfillment. 

 

“In the Old Testament, God instituted a religious calendar for the Israelites to follow. The seventh day, 

the seventh year, and the end of seven ‘seven years’ were significant to him. Within each year, there 

were seven specified feasts (Lev. 23).”1  

 

“The only feast God commanded the people to ‘rejoice before him’ (Lev. 23:40) the feast of Sukkot, or 

Tabernacles as it would come to be known. And rejoice they did.  The week-long celebration began after 

the fall harvest (figs, pomegranates, dates, and grapes) had been gathered and the olives hung heavy on 

the trees. Now was the time to be glad.”2  

 

According to the Law, God commanded the Israelites: “Three times a year shall all your men appear 

before the Lord your God in the place that God will choose [referring presumably to the Temple in 

Jerusalem], on the festivals of Pesah (Passover), Shavuot (the Feast of Weeks), and Sukkot (the Festival 

of Booths). They shall not appear empty handed. Each shall bring his own gift, appropriate to the blessing 

which the Lord your God has given you” (Deuteronomy 16:16). 

 

“The pilgrimage festivals created an opportunity for the Jewish community to reaffirm their communal 

commitment to the covenant with God, strengthen the self-identification of the nation as a religious 

community, and entrench the sanctity of Jerusalem and the place where the Temple stood in the religious 

consciousness of the people. These festivals are at their core a community-building experience.”3 

 

DURING JESUS DAY 

40K in Jerusalem 

2M in Israel 

Passover [Pilgrimage Feasts] 200K-1M 

 

 JESUS is coming again [1 Thess. 4:13-5:11]. 

 JESUS will judge humanity [John 5:17-30]. 

 JESUS will give rest to His people [John 14:1-3]. 

 

Them / Then 
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When Jesus fulfilled the four spring feasts, He did it in a way no one would have thought. I think it is safe 

to say that He will fulfill the three fall feasts in a way that we would not be thinking. We are tracking one 

way, and it could very well unfold in another way. I am always a little troubled when those who study 

eschatology look too much at the signs and begin marketing end time teaching. Friends, we are not 

looking for signs; we are listening for the sound. 

 

THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT: 
 

 Literary Context (preceding and following paragraphs): 

 Historical Context (what is happening to the nation and to the prophet): 

 

THE SIZE OF THE TABERNACLE | TEMPLE 

 

The tabernacle was 45x15. The holy of holies was 15x15. There were about 3 million people camping in 

the wilderness. Everything revolved around the tabernacle. 

 

Note to scale: The tabernacle was 45’L x15’W x 10’H. 675 SQUARE FEET OF REALISTATE. The holy of 

holies was 15’x15’. There were anywhere from 2-3 million people in Israel. 

 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE HAVE TO SAY ABOUT THE FEAST OF BOOTHS 

 

 LEVITICUS 
39 “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you 

shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth 

day shall be a solemn rest. 40 And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of 

palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your 

God seven days. 41 You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute 

forever throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in 

booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that your generations may know 

that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am 

the Lord your God.” 44 Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the Lord” (Lev. 

23:39-44). 

 

 SOLOMON 
8 “So Solomon observed the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great 

assembly who came from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt.  9 On the eighth day they held 

a solemn assembly, for the dedication of the altar they observed seven days and the feast seven days.  
10 Then on the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people to their tents, rejoicing and 

happy of heart because of the goodness that the LORD had shown to David and to Solomon and to His 

people Israel.  11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king's palace, and successfully 
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completed all that he had planned on doing in the house of the LORD and in his palace” (2 Chron. 7:8-

11). 

 

Why would Solomon dedicate the TEMPLE during the FEAST OF BOOTHS? Because God is dwelling among 

His people for their joy. 

 

 EZRA 
3 “So they set up the altar on its foundation, for they were terrified because of the peoples of the lands; 

and they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 They 

celebrated the Feast of Booths, as it is written, and offered the fixed number of burnt offerings daily, 

according to the ordinance, as each day required; 5 and afterward there was a continual burnt offering, 

also for the new moons and for all the fixed festivals of the LORD that were consecrated, and from 

everyone who offered a freewill offering to the LORD. 6 From the first day of the seventh month they 

began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, but the foundation of the temple of the LORD had not been 

laid” (Ezra 3:3-6). 

 

 NEHEMIAH 
13 “Then on the second day the heads of fathers' households of all the people, the priests and the Levites 

were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of the law.  14 They found 

written in the law how the LORD had commanded through Moses that the sons of Israel should live in 

booths during the feast of the seventh month.  15 So they proclaimed and circulated a proclamation in 

all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, ‘Go out to the hills, and bring olive branches and wild olive 

branches, myrtle branches, palm branches and branches of other leafy trees, to make booths, as it is 

written.’  16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, 

and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the 

square at the Gate of Ephraim.  17 The entire assembly of those who had returned from the captivity 

made booths and lived in them. The sons of Israel had indeed not done so from the days of Joshua the 

son of Nun to that day. And there was great rejoicing.  18 He read from the book of the law of God daily, 

from the first day to the last day. And they celebrated the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there 

was a solemn assembly according to the ordinance” (Neh. 8:13-18). 

 

 ZECHARIAH 
16 “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem 

shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of 

tabernacles. 18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the 

plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles.  
19 This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the 

feast of tabernacles” (Zec. 14:16-19). 

 

HOW IT WAS KEPT 
 

1) Praise Him for past blessing and protection.  

2) Petition Him for future provision and guidance. 

God, Immanuel, gave them all that they had. He was among them. 
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The Season of HARVEST and thanksgiving. “God instituted Sukkot as a reminder that dependence upon 

him was not something that ended when the Promised Land was reached. Thus, even after a good 

harvest, we need to remember year after year the temporal nature of this life and the fact that we must 

ultimately rely on God to provide for us.”4  

 

Do not forget where you came from and who has made the present possible and the future stable. 

 

ELEMENTS WITHIN BOOTHS 
 

 Lighting of the Great Menorah [i.e. Maccabees] 

 Water from pool of Siloam; God’s provision in the wilderness (Exod. 17:1-7; Num. 20:1-13). 

 Hosanna – “Lord save us, now” 

 Branches 

 

The celebration of this great deliverance of God became known as the Feast of Dedication, or 

Hanukkah (which Jesus also celebrated-see John 10:22-23). It was celebrated after Sukkot that 

year. 
 

Few of the feasts that were a part of old covenant worship were as joyful as the Feast of Booths.  

The priests of the Temple performed three main daily rites during the feast. 
 

Just before dawn each day, they proceeded to the east gate out of the Temple area. As the sun 

appeared they turned away from it and faced to the west, toward the Temple. Then they 

announced: “Our fathers when they were in this place turned their faces toward the east, and 

they worshipped the sun toward the east; but as for us, our eyes are turned toward the LORD.” 
 

The second rite was performed at night. Four huge menorahs were set up to illuminate the entire 

Temple area. In actuality they were so large that each of the stems formed a torch. The wicks were 

made from the worn out linen garments of the priests. As smaller torches were carried to light the 

procession, the people danced and played harps, lyres, cymbals and lutes. The Levites chanted the 

Psalms of Ascent (120-134); one psalm on each of the fifteen steps leading from the court of the 

Israelites to the court of the women. Imagine what a glorious scene it must have been, with the 

majesty of the procession and the golden stone walls of the Temple bathed in the glow of the 

torch-lit night! 
 

The third daily ceremony was the rite of the water libation. On the first morning of Sukkot a 

procession of priests went down to the pool of Siloam to bring up to the Temple a golden container 

of water sufficient to last throughout the seven days of the feast. The water was brought up with 

great ceremony. The shofar was blown and the pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem for the feast 

waved their lulavs as the priests carried the water around the altar. The great Hallel (Psalms 113-

118) were recited. Then the priest on duty poured out the contents of two silver bowls: one held 

water and the other held wine. This was an act of prayer and an expression of dependence upon 

God to pour out his blessing of rain upon the earth. 
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On the last or “great” day of the feast, the water libation rite reached its climax. The priests circled 

the altar seven times and then poured out the water with great pomp and ceremony. This was 

Hoshana Rabbah, the great “HOSHIANA,” (which translated is “save now”).5  

 

"Save us, hosanna! Help us, hosanna!" and the next verse: "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

LORD" (Ps. 118:26).  

 

Waving palm branches. There is a parallel between PALM SUNDAY and the FEAST OF BOOTHS 8th Day 

 

THE EMPHASIS: 

 

In the Feast of Booths, God dwells among His people for their provision and protection. He is their LIFE. 

 

 
 

 

POPULATION 

 

DURING JESUS DAY 

40K in Jerusalem 

2M in Israel 

Passover [Pilgrimage Feasts] 200K-1M 

 

It is impossible for us to comprehend the frenzy and fervor displayed. We look at those who would exhibit 

such energy as zealots. Yet, we would perhaps do well to check and see where we also exhibit such 

displays. 

 

“Gradually, the people fell silent as they returned, exhausted, to dismantle their booths before 

journeying home. God had blessed them. They had celebrated joyously his presence, thanking him for 

his gift of land and the bountiful harvest. They had begged for his continued blessing of the rains and 

had pleaded for political freedom as well. They were now prepared to face another year.”6 

 

 The prophets of Baal 

 The Islam Kaaba – 50’Hx35’x40’ in Mecca / Saudi Arabia / Pilgrimage – walk around seven times 

The Kaaba is the epicenter of Mecca. In 2018 1.8 million foreigners made the pilgrimage to 

Mecca. If you and I were to examine the parallels between Judaism and Islam, we would see that 

Islam is an intentional counterfeit of the bible.  

 Michigan football stadium holds 100K people every time Michigan plays at home. 

 

“In the context of Sukkot, the water ceremony, and the menorah blazing with light, Jesus dramatically 

presented the message of His new kingdom. He had gone to Jerusalem for Sukkot (John 7:10) and had 

spent time teaching the great crowds who thronged the temple (John 7:14). On the "last and greatest 

day of the Feast" (John 7:37), in the midst of the water ceremony, the chanted prayers, and the plea 

Gospel 
[If applicable, how does this New Testament use this passage?] 
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through the offering of living water, Jesus stood and said, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and 

drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within 

him’ (John 7:37-38). 

Did he say this during the silence that fell as the priest poured the water? Was his shout heard above the 

chants of ‘Save us’? Or was it as the crowd began to leave that Jesus explained his ministry in the symbol 

of living water, streams that flow from within those who believe? Did Jewish tradition support his 

teaching that living water represented God's Spirit (John 7:39)? It is not stated in the Bible. But the setting 

Jesus chose to give this lesson, and the similarity of his meaning to Jewish tradition, meant that his 

shouted promise in the temple must have had stunning impact. "Let him come to Me!" 

John's gospel also recorded another teaching during the time of Sukkot. Though it is not placed on the 

exact days of the feast, it is during Jesus' visit to Jerusalem for Sukkot. In the context of a joyous feast, 

ended each day with the blazing candles in the temple courts, Jesus said, "I am the light of the world" 

(John 8:12). The crowd, having just seen how the temple candles had lit up the city, must have been 

strongly affected by Jesus' words, the mastery of his teaching, and the Old Testament background. Jesus 

is "living water," as taught during the water ceremony, and he is the "light of the world," in the context 

of the great temple lights.”7 

 

 

 

APPLICATION (US/NOW):  
 

The fulfillment of this great festival is 

spoken of in Revelation 21:3, where 

God will once again dwell among His 

people! The verse says, “I heard a 

loud voice from the throne say, ‘See! 

God's SHEKINAH is with mankind, 

and he will live with them. They will 

be his people, and he himself, God-

with-them, will be their God.’” 

 

 

 

 JESUS is coming again [1 Thess. 4:13-5:11]. 

 JESUS will judge humanity [John 5:17-30]. 

 JESUS will give rest to His people [John 14:1-3]. 

 

1 https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/joy-of-living-water 

2 https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/joy-of-living-water 

3 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/pilgrimage-festivals/ 

4 https://jewsforjesus.org/publications/issues/issues-v06-n07/sukkot-a-promise-of-living-water/ 

5 https://jewsforjesus.org/publications/issues/issues-v06-n07/sukkot-a-promise-of-living-water/ 
6 https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/joy-of-living-water  
7 https://www.thattheworldmayknow.com/joy-of-living-water 

                                                           

Us / Now 


