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“The Tale of Two Ways –  
A Radical Acts of a Gospel Marriage” 

 

Matthew 19:1-12 
 

The Gospel of Matthew 
 

Theme:  Only God makes marriage work. 
 
The Outline 

• 1st question [who do you side with] 
• 1st answer [God] 
• 2nd question [why the certificate] 
• 2nd answer [because of sin] 
• Explanation [exception clause] 

The Literary Context 
• Matt. 18:15-20 [Corporate offense – no longer identify as Christian] 
• Matt. 18:21-35 [Personal offense - forgive] 
• Matt. 19:1-12 [all “lesser sins” are to be forgiven; Adultery is a corporate offense if not 

repented of; otherwise it is forgiven] 
The Historical Context 

• Shammai [restrictive / minority] 
• Hillel [expansive / majority] 
• Attempting to trap and ensnare Jesus. 
• Notice how this discussion favors the husband and not the wife. It does not talk about a wife 

putting out her husband for infidelity. 
The Canonical Context 

• Deut. 24:1-4; 22:22; Lev. 20:10 
• Cases of adultery were met with stoning for the man and the woman [John 8]. The first 

question anyone asks of John 8 is, “Where is the man?” 
• The certificate of divorce was to protect the wife in a culture where women were property, 

thus exploited and exposed {John 4] 
• The theological culture of His day allowed husbands to put their wives out for ill-prepared 

meals or physical dislike [i.e. Rabbi’s stated that husbands could “put their wives out for 
younger models”]. Thus, for any reason a wife could be divorced and she had no recourse.  

• No one was working from the wife’s vantage point, only the husband. The LAW protected a 
wife from this abuse. 

The Gospel Context 
• Creation establishes marriage and its pattern. 
• Sin ruins this relationships [as well as all relationships].  
• The parallel to this is Matt. 5:31-35. In both passages, Deut. 24:1 is referenced. Jesus shows the 

absolute impossibility of measuring up to God’s ideal. This is what it says; but I say, this is 
what it means. 

• In every case where divorce, adultery, and remarriage exists [John 4 and 8] the situation is 
met with forgiveness and grace rather than condemnation and punishment. 

Where does this leave us? 


