
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  March 17, 2019 
 
Sermon Title: The Tale of Two Ways: The Radical Acts of the Gospel Celebrating 

Person 
  
Sermon Series: Matthew 
 
Text:  Matthew 18:21-35; Genesis 4:13-15, 23, 24 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2019 
 
 
 



 

1 

Date:  March 17, 2019 
Title:  The Tale of Two Ways: The Radical Acts of the Gospel Celebrating Person 
Text:  Matthew 18:21-35; Genesis 4:13-15, 23, 24 
Theme: The mercy you have received is the mercy you are to extend.  
 
Introduction:  
 
The parable itself needs little if anything in the way of explanation, and the preacher's most 
challenging task may be to simply let the parable speak for itself without trying too hard to open, 
interpret, or expound upon it. Let the text be what it is. 
 
If I may, vv. 15-20 address the only sin we cannot forgive and that is the sin of unbelief. Unbelief 
is the unforgiveable sin. It is outside of our volition. The sin alone removes one from identifying 
with the people of God.  
 
One of the significant hurdles having to be overcome with forgiveness is the feelings of injustice 
that exists. Forgiveness exists in the realm of emotion. Its context is real. You can “taste and feel” 
causation. There is something that demands forgiveness. Its fault is tangible. There is an insult, 
an injustice that brings heartache and trauma. This is what calls out to be forgiven. What is this 
“thing?” Forgiveness is the extension of mercy. Forgiveness drops the charges against it. It does 
not negate consequence, but it does negate revenge.  In the outworking of God’s forgiveness 
there are several other acts or triggers that are pulled and applied. Reconciliation, redemption, 
imputation, propitiation, all come into play. But forgiveness is one of those pillars upholding 
the work of God in the people of God. Forgiveness does not encompass all of the aforementioned 
pillars, but it is a sibling tied to the others through blood.  
 
Forgiveness / mercy cancels debt. It does not restore favor or standing. Restoration / grace is a 
different act. 
 
You forgive because an injustice has occurred, a hurt has been experienced.  Who has sinned 
against you? Who has committed an injustice, how have you been abused and hurt? 

1. Did your spouse cheat on you? 
2. Is your spouse indifferent and lazy? 
3. Do they spend money they do not have on items they do not need? 
4. Is your spouse an addict? 
5. Is their addiction drinking, smoking, drugs, pornography, or food? 
6. Maybe your parents left you or neglected you or abused you emotionally and/or 

physically? 
7. What about your children or grandchildren? Are they ungrateful? Do they forget you and 

never call or reach out? Are they always asking for money? 
8. Do they ignore you? 
9. What about your employment? Is it enough? Are you always in debt and worried about 

the next bill? 
10. Maybe someone has taken something from you that was not theirs? 
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11. Maybe someone abused you as a child? Maybe it was someone within your immediate 
family? 

12. Maybe your enemies have killed your family and raped your sons and daughters? 
13. Maybe life itself seems so unjust? Maybe you have been mistreated because of your 

gender or color? 
14. What abuse have you faced? What wrong have you encountered? What more might we 

add to this list? 
 
When we suggest these sins, we are not saying we have covered every possible scenario where 
forgiveness exists or the circumstances that would require additional response / action. But the 
larger idea this passage teaches is that those who have been forgiven are to forgive. And in fact, 
Christians unconditionally forgive. 
 
In every one of these scenarios, there are consequences to the choices. These consequences 
transcend the choice to forgive, but you must forgive. This is not an appeal to your emotion, but 
to your mind. Your emotions can follow. But your choice is to forgive. Why? Why must we 
forgive? First, because God forgave you. Second, because in the absence of forgiveness you put 
your soul in jeopardy. 
 
Visuals: 

1. The Rubik’s cube – lots of colors and sides, but it fits. 
2. Balloons filled with helium. Forgiveness cuts the string and lets it float away. 
3. Forgiving someone doesn’t mean you’ll immediately feel better about what happened. 

It’s a choice to move beyond it. Think of a cut on your skin – forgiveness covers like a 
Band-Aid and protects you while your body heals. 

4. To be unforgiving is putting a stone in your shoe. Your attitude doesn’t put a stone in 
their shoe. 

 
In our immediate context, there appears to be a contrast with verses 15-20. In vv. 15-20 there 
does not appear the words repent or forgive. It seems to be something that is gospel-centric and 
a corporate offense that calls into question the perpetrators identity. There are similarities 
between the two, but our present paragraph is bold and direct. God has shown you mercy, now 
go and do likewise. In the absence of this horizontal mercy, you put your soul in jeopardy.  
 
The language of 7 and 77 triggers the shared memory of a nation and calls them back to an 
ancient story in an ancient text, Genesis 4. 
 
“Jesus’ number is not drawn from the air. It mirrors the boast of Cain’s descendant, Lamech, in 
Genesis 4:23-24, who brags that the mortal vengeance he has extracted against a young man who 
hurt him far exceeds God’s promise of seven-fold punishment against anyone who might kill 
Cain. Jesus is calling his community of disciples to participate in undoing the curse of Cain and 
Lamech that has kept their offspring trapped in spasms of envy, hatred, violence, and retribution 
across the generations to this day.”1 
 
Thus, in our story there is a, “The Tale of Two Ways (v. 22 w/ Gen. 4).” 
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 Either the Kingdom of Man – Revenge (Gen. 4:13-15, 23, 24) 
Or the Kingdom of Heaven – Forgiveness 

 
As with any parable, there is a primary idea behind it all. The passage is not saying you can pay 
off this debt in time. The amount of the first debtor is so exaggerated that there is no possible 
way for that debt to be paid by the debtor.  In addition, this parable is not teaching that once 
you have been forgiven by God, you might end up paying off unforgiven sins. 
 
The primary idea of this passage is to teach us that those whom God forgives, forgive others. 
 
There are five points I wish to address from this story.  
 
What is the author’s structure of this passage? Please a) show sections with verse references, b) 
state the author’s emphasis, and c) explain what strategies you used to see this structure. 
 
I. A Reasonable Question (vv. 21, 22) 

 
“Why seven? According to Jewish traditions, you should forgive a person who has sinned 
against you three times, so Peter thinks he's being pretty generous. Jesus responds by saying 
you should forgive someone seventy-seven times, a hyperbole implying there's no limit to 
forgiveness.”2 
 

“Why did Jesus say 70x7? What is the significance of that number? It equals 490. That is 
how many years Israel stayed in the land without obeying the Sabbath year. God forgave 
Israel 490 times before he finally sent them to Babylon. Also compare Daniel’s prophecy. 
God is going to forgive Israel for 490 more years - 70 weeks of years... God does not ask 
us to do anything that He isn’t willing to do.”3 

 
As already noted, by using 7 and 77 the Jewish reader will reconnect the story to Genesis 4 with 
Cain and Lamech. Here, Jesus lays God’s way against that of man’s way. 
 
The passage does not give Peter’s response to the story. Jesus then gives a story to illustrate and 
explain His point. 
 
II. An Unavoidable Meeting (vv. 23, 24) 

 
Unfortunately, we live in a day when the sacred and secular divide. We have this idea that 
medicine, education, employment, politics can operate independent of God. We speak of 
worldviews as if anyone of them could be absent of being religious. Yet, everything we do is 
religious. We work to make God romantic or “spiritual.” We seek to tame Him and have Him 
answer our descriptives. But nothing we do can negate what is fundamentally true. There is no 
amount of denial or education whereby God can be avoided. He might be forgotten, but He 
cannot be avoided. One day everyone, everywhere, at all times will stand before God and give 
an account of their debt. 
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This text assures me as much. Notice our third point. 
 
III. An Unpayable Debt (v. 24) – 10,000 Talents [“A talent was a monetary unit worth about 

twenty years’ wages for a laborer.” ESV footnote] equals 200,000 years. 
 
In our story, sin is not the issue, debt is. The one forgiven responds with sinful cruelty. 
 
It is fair to think this individual has a high opinion of his ability to pay back the debt. It is also 
of interest to think how an individual is able to create a debt of 200,000 years’ worth of shadow.  
 
Verse 25 tells us that the King demands he sell everything, he loses everything in order to make 
a payment. Nothing can pay the debt off.  
 
You and I have a debt before God that we can never pay off. I have often stressed the idea that 
God does the one thing for us that we cannot do for ourselves. When you look at the scope of 
our horizontal needs, it would appear the list is formidable. Yet, there is one thing that is 
specifically addressed by God. That need is our vertical sin debt before Him. And there is never 
a point in time when this debt is ever balanced by our efforts. There is nothing we can do to 
undo what has been done. You and I can try as hard as we wish, but we will always be in debt 
to God. Any system of theology or thought that empowers humanity to think they can deal with 
their sin debt on their own, is damnable and catastrophic.  
 
Furthermore, every single one of us has this debt. This is where every one of us starts. Every 
offense and offender has a sin debt before God they cannot pay. It is true, the ground is level at 
the foot of the cross. By the way, this is the most horrible news you and I could ever receive. 
 
But wait . . . there is more. 
 
IV. An Unconditional Mercy (vv. 27, 32, 33) 
 
Our story shows two responses. One is unexpected and the other assumed. It is assumed that 
the one to whom mercy is shown will show mercy. The unexpected response is cruelty in light 
of mercy. 
 
Forgiveness or the extending of mercy and grace are not about being right. Forgiveness is 
unconditional. It comes from the offended to the offender. 
 
Forgiveness isn’t saying what was done is okay. Forgiveness does not condone the offense. No 
one says extending forgiveness is easy. No one says forgiveness corrects the injustice or how 
you feel about the person or event. Forgiveness is acknowledging your own indebtedness to 
God and now extending it toward the offender. 
 
“The indebted servant has no assets, so his master commands all that he has to be sold, including 
his wife and children. By ancient custom, a creditor could sell a debtor, with his family, into 
servitude for a time sufficient to pay a debt. Hearing this, the servant falls down before him in 
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a seemingly humble and earnest manner, entreating him to have patience with him. The king 
sees his distressed condition and has compassion on his family, forgiving him of the whole 
debt.”4 
 
God is merciful, therefore, He can forgive us our debt against Him. Think for a moment of just 
how vast God’s forgiveness of us is. There is no humanly possible way for us to fathom just how 
severe our sin is against Him. We pretend to know, but we are incapable of knowing. Although 
our story says the king forgives with a spoken word. We know what lies behind that word and 
it is the way of the cross. In order for God to be just and the justifier of those who believe in 
Jesus, God the Son would come in flesh, live a perfect life of Law obedience, then offer Himself 
up as a substitutionary, sacrificial offering. The rest of the Story tells us that God can forgive us 
our debts because Jesus paid off the debt in full. We see this throughout Matthew’s Gospel. 
 
When you begin to unpack the enormity of the gospel and think on God’s mercy of you, you 
cannot help but be a person of mercy and forgiveness. One of the compelling elements in our 
text is the emphasis on God’s mercy. I do not know if this is intentional, but let us explore this 
thoughts for a moment. God’s mercy is withholding from us what we justly deserve. The king 
withheld imprisonment from the servant. Our text does not say he allowed him to continue in 
his previous position or that he was able to keep all that he exploited in leveraging 10,000 talents. 
All we know is that our servant was released of his debt. The mercy of God is celebrated. There 
were hundreds or perhaps thousands of creditors impacted by the king’s debt release. This text 
does not say that the debtor had his debts all paid by the king, only that they were no longer 
accountable.  
 
“The king’s stupendous act of mercy is, however, neither a private matter nor an act with 
consequences for this slave alone. Wiping this debt off the books has implications for everyone 
down the pyramid, a fact certainly noted by all the clients of this servant. The king effectively 
inaugurates a regime of financial amnesty, a jubilee, not only for one slave, but for everyone in 
his debt.”5 
 

This leads us to our final point. 
 
V. An Inescapable Consequence (vv. 32-35) 
 
The debt you owe God is greater than any debt you are owed. 
 

As a consequence of God’s forgiveness received, that same forgiveness is now extended through 
His people to others. This is the consistent message of the New Testament gospel. 
 

 “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matt. 6:12). 
 

 “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” 
(Eph. 4:32). 
 

 12 “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a 
complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you” (Col. 3:12, 13). 
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Those whom God forgives are to be equally forgiving of others. The passage assumes the 
released debtor would now treat those he owed with the same expression of mercy as he 
received. But, he did not. There is violence and indifference shown by the released debtor. The 
conclusion we come to is, “Those who do not forgive as God forgives will not be forgiven by 
God.” See also Matt. 6:12.  
 
The wording is the same. The debts are polar opposites. The one owed 15 million dollars [200,000 
days] the other 15 dollars [100 days]. 
 
In verse 26 the servant says, “I will pay you everything,” when such an act is impossible. 
In verse 29 the exact same language is used with an exception, “I will pay you.” He is capable 
of paying his debt. 
 
Ten thousand talents (muriôn talantôn). A talent was 6,000 denarii or about a thousand dollars or 
240 pounds. 60 million denarii. 100 denarii is .0016% of 60 million denarii.  
 
When the fellow servants saw what was going on, they reported it to the king (v. 31). When a 
person entertains and cultivates a spirit of revenge versus one of forgiveness, they are saying, 
“They do not believe the gospel.” 
 
“The parable of the unmerciful servant (Matthew 18:21-35) teaches us two things about sin. First, 
it is beyond our capacity to repay, and second, it is greater than any offense we have suffered—
or could suffer—at the hands of others. Without really seeing ourselves as impoverished sinners, 
we cannot appreciate God’s grace and cannot truly forgive others as we should. What is the 
bottom line of God’s forgiveness? He has seen me at my worst and still loves me; because He 
knows everything I’ve ever thought or done, there are no skeletons in my closet; His love for me 
cannot be earned and therefore cannot be lost. Christ not only removes my condemnation and 
considers me innocent, he declares me righteous. I am as acceptable, yes commendable, to the 
Father as Christ himself (2 Corinthians 5:21). God is totally and irreversibly satisfied with me 
because He is totally and irreversibly satisfied with Christ’s work on my behalf (1 John 2:2, 1 
John 4:10). If we have admitted, confessed, and repented of our sin, we have been forgiven by 
God whether or not we feel like it. But there is yet another dimension and evidence of 
forgiveness. If we have experienced God’s forgiveness, it will be shown in our forgiveness of 
others. In the parable of the unmerciful servant, Jesus teaches that forgiving others is part of our 
own forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-35).”6 
 
The king calls him a wicked servant (v. 32) and turns him over to the torturer so that he will pay 
his debt in full [indefinitely] (v. 34). 
 
“We have nothing to pay toward our indebtedness. Therefore, God's forgiveness of our sins is 
nothing less than a gift, one that rests on the foundation of the finished work of Jesus Christ. 
Because Christ died to pay the penalty for sin, God can wipe clean the record of our spiritual 
indebtedness and establish a relationship with us.”7 
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Author’s Emphasis: 
 
The theological implication is that God will forgive all sins, and you should too. 
 
What’s Next? 
 
To the believing: If you know the forgiveness of God, then you should forgive others. I do not 
doubt that there are people or events that come into your mind’s eye that you need to forgive. 
You need to make a choice to let it go. This does not mean you will reconcile with them or even 
that they will avoid the consequences of their choices in the horizontal, but it does mean you no 
longer seek revenge. You will not retaliate in kind. Let it go.  
 
Forgiveness is a gospel fruit of the JESUS SEED. Holding people in spiritual bondage by not 
forgiving reveals the enslavement of your own soul. We look at the one who needs forgiveness 
as wicked, but fail to see the wickedness of our own soul and action by not forgiving. 
 
To the unbelieving: if you do not know the forgiveness of God, He is waiting to forgive you of 
your debt. If you reject His forgiveness, you will be separated from Him forever. 
 
 

1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3393  
2 https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-unforgiving-servant-parable-story-meaning.html  
3 https://bible.org/seriespage/parable-unforgiving-servant  
4 https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/856/Parable-of-Unforgiving-
Servant.htm  
5 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3393  
6 https://www.christianity.com/jesus/life-of-jesus/parables/what-does-the-unmerciful-servant-teach-us.html  
7 https://www.bibletools.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/Topical.show/RTD/cgg/ID/856/Parable-of-Unforgiving-
Servant.htm  

                                                 


