Greetings:
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that
week. It represents a lot of research. Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to
the congregation.
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready. To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly
be found. Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and
charity.
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org.
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•Thus, “What does the Kingdom look like
prior to its fullest and final installment?”
•The PARABLES explain what has
happened in the Gospel Story, and will
happen.
•Matthew explains what is happening
right now as we live.

•Matthew is addressing a critical question,
“If the Messiah is rejected by His own
nation, Israel, what will happen to the
Kingdom He has been offering?”
•In the PARABLES of MATTHEW 13, Jesus
explains the Kingdom program during
the period between His 1st Coming
[Incarnation] and 2nd Coming.

• If you were a Jew in the OT, you would draw your time line with a present age and an age to come, separated
by Messiah’s coming. Prophets did not see but one advent.
• We now know that everything promised in OT was not fulfilled when Jesus came the first time and Jesus said
that He would be back to do the rest. In the meantime there is something going on that no one in the OT
knew about. We now know that there are two advents and we are in the “inter-advent age.”

1ST COMING

MATT. 13

INTRODUCTION

2nd COMING

• What is going on in between becomes the question.
• Matt 13 is hinge in the literary structure of the book. It is a turning point in ministry of Jesus. In Matt 13
Jesus begins talking about the mystery form of the kingdom by telling parables. We know that because in
13:10 the disciples asked Jesus why he was speaking in parables. He answers that he is revealing the
mysteries of the kingdom.
• In Matt 13 we have eight parables. Six begin with the phrase, “The kingdom of heaven is like...” The first one
doesn’t begin that way, but we know it is about the kingdom from its explanation in 13:19. The last one
doesn’t begin that way, but it talks about a disciple of the kingdom.

PARABLE |

“To throw alongside of”

The understanding that parables are not meant to
communicate all aspects of complex and multifaceted
theological concepts. Parables are simple illustrative stories
that serve the purpose of making one main point. To attempt
to pull 15 different ideas, related to five totally separate
topics, from a parable is to misunderstand the entire nature
of parables in the first place. http://thecripplegate.com/kingdom-part-4/

PARABLE |

“To throw alongside of”

• A PARABLE IS “A saying or story in
which something is expressed in terms
of something else.”
• CONSEQUENTLY, A PARABLE IS, “An
Earthly Story with a Heavenly Meaning.”

THE PARABLES
The Multitudes
Sower | Soils (vv. 1-9, 18-23)
Wheat and Tares (vv. 36-43); The Mustard Seed (vv. 31-32), and
the Yeast (v. 33)
His Disciples
The Hidden Treasure (vv. 44) and the Fine Pearl (vv. 45, 46)
The Dragnet (vv. 47-50)
The Scribe (v. 51, 52)

ONE KINGDOM
•The intent of the Parable is to simultaneously
reveal His message to His disciples and conceal
it from unbelievers (Matt. 13:10-17).
• Matt. 13:10 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to
them in parables?" 11 Jesus answered them, "To you it has been granted to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been
granted. [See also vv. 51, 52; those who receive Him “get it.”]
• Matt. 12:14 ¶ But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as to
how they might destroy Him. 15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from
there. Many followed Him, and He healed them all, 16 and warned them
not to tell who He was.
• Matt. 11:25 ¶ At that time Jesus said, "I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have
hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26 "Yes,
Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27 "All things have been handed over to Me by
My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except
the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

PARABLE | “IS LIKE”
Matt. 13:31, 33, 44, 45,
47, 52 [Simile]

BIG IDEA
•A major truth of Matthew 13 (as
depicted in the parable of the soils):
Some people will reject the kingdom of
heaven, others will receive it (13:3-9,
18-23).

THE INBETWEEN
•Now, for those of you who receive the
Kingdom of heaven and are “caught
between two worlds.”
•Here are three things to keep in mind.
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WHAT’S NEXT?
•3rd – God’s program | design is going to
come to pass. No one can stop God from
doing what He does.
•4th – Learn to cherish | value the
GOSPEL. What we have is truly priceless.

•Parables of the Weeds in the Wheat and
the Dragnet (13:24-30; 36-43, 47-50):
You have to co-exist with unbelievers.
But in the end, Jesus will glorify the
righteous and judge the unrighteous (v.
43).
•Thus, His people are IN THE WORLD but
not OF THE WORLD.
•And, God will sort it out in the end.

WHAT’S NEXT?
•1ST – Not everyone will respond correctly
to who Jesus is and what He has done.
•2nd – God will have the final say for
those who accept Him and for those
who reject Him.

