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justified are to respond in faith to the call of Jesus Christ on their lives to 
follow Him by faith. 

 
Keep in mind, this passage is part of a larger section of Scripture found in 1:14-34.  The 
Servant’s Message (vv. 14-15) was first described as the fulfillment of God’s promised 
kingdom whose citizenship is gained through repentance and belief.  The passage for 
today’s study (vv. 16-20) describes what it means to be a disciple of the Servant.  The 
section to follow (vv. 1:21-34) describes the Servant’s Ministry. 
 
Questions: 

1. Who does Jesus call to follow? 
2. What does this invitation to follow look like in the believing? 
3. As a believer, I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, am I awake to this truth? 
4. Is following Him worth it? 

 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that we are disciples, and that 

forsaking all to follow Jesus is worth everything created. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to be who we are in Christ. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in His person and 

His work. 
 
How will they best hear? 
 
When I was in High School, I was capable of running long distances rather fast.  I 
engaged in cross country and in track.  My strength was the mile and two-mile run.  I 
absolutely loved running long and fast.  It was a joy to do so.  I also wore the colors of 
my school proudly.  I was a part of a team and listened carefully to the instructions of 
my coach.  Whatever he asked me to do, I gladly complied.  Although at times it was 
difficult, there was a joy in everything I did.  You might think I was nuts to run 5-10 
miles a day regardless as to the weather, but I found joy in all of it.  I loved to run.  Even 
to this day, when I see people running I evaluate their form and think to myself, “I can 
beat them.” 
 
This same principle is true concerning the Christian life.  We are disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  We are engaged in long runs in all kinds of weather.  We listen attentively to the 
direction of our chief coach and although at times it is difficult, we do it with joy.  This 
is the nature of biblical Christianity.   
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We view the passages like this as excessive and difficult, but they are the normal and 
natural response to a life of faith and following. 
 
The Present Danger: 
Regrettably, we have been lulled into a stupor.  We think the invitation to follow Jesus 
is a subset of what it means to be a Christian when the invitation is to a normal 
expression of biblical faith. 
 
This study focuses on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
Introduction:  
Jesus is often seen “walking beside the Sea of Galilee” (1:16; 2:13; 3:7; 4:1, 39, 41; 5:1, 13, 
21; 6:47-49; 7:31; 9:42; 11:23).  He used the imagery of the sea frequently in His 
instruction. 
 
There is a time and place for quiet meditation and for waiting on the Lord for direction, 
but most often His calling comes while we are busy about the normal routines of life.  
It was while they were “casting a net into the lake” and “preparing their nets” that Jesus 
called His disciples.  It is unfortunate that we have driven such a large wedge between 
the secular expressions of what is holy and the sacred expressions of what is holy.  In 
the mind of God there is no secular and sacred.  It is all sacred.  The difference in what 
the disciples were doing and what they were asked to do was one of time.  Those who 
can give themselves completely to a ministry of the word, prayer, and shepherding are 
no different than those who cannot.  The issue is only one of gifting and time.  William 
Barclay correctly notes how, “The man who lives in a world that is full of God cannot 
ever escape Him.”  (William Barclay, Mark, 28). 
 

“God’s reign does not operate in a void.  It assumes a people – a people subject to that 
rule.  It involves the formation of a community.”  (Walter W. Wessell, “Mark,” EBC, 
[Zondervan, 1984], 8:625). 

 
It is equally interesting to note who He calls.  The pattern noted in 1 Corinthians 1 by 
the apostle Paul reflects the picture given to us in our Lord’s men. 
 

26 “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has 
chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no 
man may boast before God” (1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

 
Our inability is the showcase for His sufficiency.  The call to follow Jesus was direct and 
the response was immediate. “Come, follow me,” and “at once” and “without delay” 
those who responded came. 
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“This common New Testament figure for discipleship is based on the respectful practice 
of disciples allowing their master to walk ahead as they passed along.”  (D. Edmond 
Hiebert, Mark: A Portrait of the Servant, [Moody, 1947], 49). 

 
“The call to come after someone implies discipleship because it is the disciple who 
breaks all other ties to follow his master as a servant.” (William L. Lane, The Gospel of 
Mark, NICNT, [Eerdmans, 1974], 67).   
 

Sadly, it would appear that we are asking Him to bend around our desires instead of us 
forsaking all to follow Him. 
 
Each of the two groups noted (Peter and Andrew – James and John) were fishermen by 
trade.  James and John’s family business appears to be larger than that of Peter and 
Andrew’s by the inclusion of “the hired men” in verse 20. 
 

“The reference to ‘hired’ indicates that the brothers were by no means poor.”  (Rogers & 
Rogers, 68). 

 
The call to fish for men places weight on the urgent nature of the task before them.  
They are to gather in souls as a fisherman might gather in fish.   
 

“In the OT prophetic tradition it is God who is the fisher of men.  The passages in which 
the image is developed are distinctly ominous in tone, stressing the divine judgment.”  
(William L. Lane, The Gospel of Mark, NICNT, [Eerdmans, 1974], 67 [e.g., Jer. 16:16; 
Ezek. 29:4, 5; 38:4; Amos 4:2]).   

 
Judgment is coming, a day of reckoning is imminent, now is the time to enter the 
kingdom of God.  There is coming a day when such an invitation will cease. 
 

“It is this understanding which provides the key both to the urgency in Jesus’ summons 
of Simon and Andrew and to the radical obedience they displayed in responding to his 
call.”  (William L. Lane, The Gospel of Mark, NICNT, [Eerdmans, 1974], 68). 

 
In the calling of those who would follow Him there is a tone of repentance in so far that 
they were to turn from their normal pursuits and turn to following Jesus.  The disciples 
were confronted by the nearness of God’s kingdom and the pressing nature of the task 
and appeal.  This thought is no less true today. 
 
The call that Jesus extends to the disciples presupposes they were already believers.  
This call is for them to follow Him in vocational ministry.  “Their call was to enter upon 
an intensive course of training and to be made ready for this work.  This training Jesus 
will now begin with them.”  (R.C.H. Lenski, Commentary on the New Testament: Mark, 
70).  The invitation appears to be captured with two ideas: forsake and follow. 
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I. They turned from the world – forsook (vv. 18, 20) 
 
There seems to be a least two areas noted: financial livelihood and family ties. 
 
 
 

1. Financial livelihood (v. 17) 
 
We would be careless in our handling of this text if we do not come to appreciate the 
nature of the context in which this appeal and their response is made.  The business of 
fishing was generational.  For generations these families engaged in the only activity 
they knew, and they were expected to perpetuate the family business for succeeding 
generations.  The appeal our Lord made to these men was earth-shattering.  He was 
inviting them to “leave everything you’ve known, all your security, your family, and 
follow Jesus.” (Tom Wright, Mark for Everyone, [WJK, 2004], 8).  Those whom He called 
were invited to become citizens of another kingdom, a kingdom where God ruled. 
 
There is nothing in the text that tells us whether or not the families offered resistance to 
their sons pursuing the call to follow Jesus.  None-the-less there was necessary sacrifice 
for all parties involved. 
 
“Discipleship does not happen in a day.”  The word “come” has the force of a 
command.  And the word “make” indicates a long, slow process. 
 

The word for “left” “implies a separation, here, a separation from the fishing business to 
the preaching of the Word of God.  The participle is in the aorist tense, speaking of a 
once for all action.  It was a complete break from their former life, and a permanent 
one.”  (Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies, [Eerdmans, 1973], 1:29) 

 
“The completeness of their separation from their previous connections and devotion to 
their new one is suggested by Mark’s saying, not simply that they followed him, but that 
they went off behind him.”  (Joseph Addison Alexander, The Gospel According to Mark, 
[Baker, 1858], 18). 

 
All of us have heard this call.  How it plays out in its expression is different for each of 
us, but all of us who claim the name of Jesus Christ as Master are His disciples. 
 

2. Family ties (v. 20) 
 
In following Jesus there is a negative and positive aspect to the turning.  First, we 
forsake the world and then we follow Him. 
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II. They turned to the cross – follow (vv. 19, 20) 
 
The word for follow “implies fellowship, joint-participation, a side-by-side walking 
with another.”  (Kenneth S. Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies, [Eerdmans, 1973], 1:29).  
Although we will revisit this idea throughout Mark’s gospel, I would like us to consider 
the thoughts of Mark 8:34-38.  Verse 34 gives us three ideas.  Verses 35 and following 
explain to us what this looks like. 
 
 

1. Following Jesus involves direction (“come after me, follow me”) 
2. Following Jesus involves denial (“deny himself”) 
3. Following Jesus involves death (“take up his cross”) 

 
It is unfortunate, but we have made these ideas the standard for “super sainthood” 
instead of the natural consequences of saving faith.  Anyone who comes to Jesus 
changes their direction, lives a life of denial, and dies to self.  This is what it means to be 
“Christian.”  All of this self-directed consumerism and cluttered materialism is the 
opposite of biblical Christianity.  I believe we have a form of Christianity, but it is 
mutated and abnormal.  As we think about the coming of Jesus, we must push past our 
cluttered existence and listen to the Spirit’s voice.  He is telling us of our Lord’s 
sufficiency and simplicity.   
 
Those who would follow Jesus do so not simply “because of anything that Jesus said 
but because of everything that Jesus is.”  (William Barclay, Mark, 29).  Jesus Christ is 
worthy of all our forsaking and of all our following. 
 
As we think on these things, we think mostly of what we would have to give up in 
order to follow Him, as if He is in adequate or not enough.  God’s call to simplicity and 
sufficiency is a passion lover’s plea for us to have more than we could ever ask or hope.   
He gives us good gifts, but the gifts were never designed to take His place.  
Unfortunately, this is what has happened.  We have become fixated by trinkets and 
have filled ourselves with empty husks and slurped down sloppy waters.  God’s call for 
us is to something better.  The more satisfying object is Himself.  He is everything we 
could every want or hope for.  The call of God to give up our “toys” is in order that we 
might enjoy Him more.  God knows that He is better than the gifts He gives.  He knows 
that the gifts we have attached ourselves to are mere shadows of His greater substance.  
He knows that is enough in this life and in the life to come and His call is for us to know 
and experience this as well. 
 
APPLICATION: (Where do we go from here?  What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. It is not my desire for us to live with an overbearing sense of introspection, 
but I do believe the Holy Spirit would call us to see how who we are in Christ 
is showing itself in our human flesh.  The life I live in the flesh is His life, “Is 
this what He looks like?”   
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2. The Holy Spirit is calling us back to the simplicity and sufficiency of Jesus 
Christ.  It is a call to de-clutter our existence.  I recognize that we often think 
in terms of getting rid of our material “junk,” but I believe it is dealing more 
with our emotional and religious “junk.”  There are too many idols of our 
own making blocking our pursuit of Jesus Christ.  May today be a day where 
we come back to the simplicity and sufficiency of who He is, what He has 
done, and who we are in Him. 

 
“The Messiah has chosen four simple fishermen with whom to begin the work of 
converting the world.  There was much in the patient endurance necessary for a 
fisherman’s calling that was good training for the work of converting the world.”  
(Alfred Plummer, The Gospel According to St. Mark, Thornapple Commentaries [Baker, 
reprint 1982, 1914], 64). 

  

 


