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Date:  March 29, 2015 (Palm Sunday) 
Title:  JESUS CHRIST, Our Cosmic King 
Text:  Luke 19:28-44 
Theme: Jesus comes as the King of kings and Lord of lords. He has waylaid His enemies 

and enters the city as the one before whom all knees bow and all tongues confess. 
 
Introduction: 
 
“The week we now call Holy Week, started with Palm Sunday. Why was this week so 
important that three of the gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) devote a full third of their 
contents to reporting this week, and The Fourth Gospel (John) dedicates its entire last half?”1 If 
we remember Luke’s purpose in writing is to present the mission of Jesus, then we understand 
the significance of this week. 
 
“Jerusalem, which had a normal population of about 50,000 at this time, had at least tripled in 
size because of the influx of pilgrims celebrating the Jewish holiday Passover.”2 
 
“That the requirement to appear in Jerusalem for the Passover festival was actually in force 
among Jews is confirmed by the New Testament, Josephus’s works, and the Tosepta. Not all 
Jews appeared in Jerusalem for every feast, but enough appeared in fulfilment of their religious 
duty to swell the population of the city. Luke 2:41 states that Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem 
from Galilee once a year; John 7 mentions that Jesus and his brothers were planning to go to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles; John 11:55 says that many went up to Jerusalem 
for their ceremonial cleansing before Passover and were looking for Jesus, whom they expected 
to find there. These New Testament texts support the conclusion that pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
for the festivals was a feature of Jewish life in first-century Palestine. Josephus makes the general 
statement that at Passover more than the other festivals Jews come from the country and from 
abroad to celebrate the festival (Ant. 17. 214). He also tells us that the siege of Jerusalem by Titus 
coincided with Passover so that, with the overcrowding of the city, pestilence and then famine 
overtook the population. A large number of the casualities of the siege were not Jerusalemites 
but Jews from other parts who were unfortunate enough to be in Jerusalem for Passover (J.W. 6. 
420-22). Josephus, on the basis of a census taken by Cestus for the emperor Nero, reckoned 
the population of Jerusalem during a particular Passover to be two million seven hundred 
thousand (J.W. 6. 425). Although this is taken to be an exaggeration, the point remains that 
Jerusalem was a crowded place during Passover because of the influx of pilgrims, who were 
admitted into the city by Eleazar and his men during a temporary lull in the conflict. It was 
during this time that John, the rival Zealot leader, gained entrance by stealth, the result of which 
was an internecine war between the two factions. (J.W. 5. 98-104).”3 
 
“We must consider Christianity within the context of the Pre-Easter life that Jesus led. Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem upon a donkey, on Passover, as a Jew. We must come to understand the meaning 
of Palm Sunday in the context of the Passover celebrations.”4 
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Passover 

 
“After many decades of slavery to the Egyptian pharaohs, during which time the Israelites were 
subjected to backbreaking labor and unbearable horrors, G-d saw the people’s distress and sent 
Moses to Pharaoh with a message: ‘Send forth My people, so that they may serve Me.’ But 
despite numerous warnings, Pharaoh refused to heed G-d’s command. G-d then sent upon 
Egypt ten devastating plagues, afflicting them and destroying everything from their livestock 
to their crops. At the stroke of midnight of 15 Nissan in the year 2448 from creation (1313 BCE), 
G-d visited the last of the ten plagues on the Egyptians, killing all their firstborn. While doing 
so, G-d spared the Children of Israel, ‘passing over’ their homes—hence the name of the holiday. 
Pharaoh’s resistance was broken, and he virtually chased his former slaves out of the land. The 
Israelites left in such a hurry, in fact, that the bread they baked as provisions for the way did not 
have time to rise. Six hundred thousand adult males, plus many more women and children, left 
Egypt on that day, and began the trek to Mount Sinai and their birth as G-d’s chosen people.”5 
 
Passover always begins on the 15th of Nissan, which is, according to the Hebrew Bible, the first 
month in the ancient Israelite calendar. The holiday lasts for 7 days. 
 
“At the time of their exodus from Egypt, the people of Israel observed Passover in their homes 
(v. 7). Once Solomon constructed the temple, however, Jerusalem became the central location 
for Passover. Instead of a household observance, Passover became a pilgrimage festival. By the 
time of Jesus' ministry, Jewish people from everywhere made their way to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover and the Week of unleavened Bread. Consequently, bulging crowds squeezed into 
Jerusalem every year for the celebration. Many historians have speculated that up to 200,000 
Israelites made the pilgrimage to the holy city each year for Passover. However, one ancient 
historian estimated that as many as 2.7 million Jewish people streamed into Jerusalem for the 
festival. This estimate did not include the large number of other visitors to Jerusalem during the 
festival - Jewish people who were ceremonially unclean and Gentiles. Imagine the difficulty 
associated with trying to find a house or a room in which one could observe Passover. Extended 
families used every bit of available space when gathering for the meal. Accordingly, the upper 
room of a house would have provided Jesus and His disciples the space they needed for the 
Passover meal.”6 
 
Preparing for PASSOVER 
 
“According to the Torah, as read by the first-century Jew, the Passover was instituted as a 
commemoration of the Lord's deliverance of Israel from Egypt. The most relevant passages from 
the Hebrew Bible are Exod 12:1-13, 21-27, 43-49 and Deut 16:1-18. The directives given in Exodus 
12 apply to both the original Passover celebrants and subsequent generations of celebrants, 
leaving commentators to decide what was a perpetual ordinance and what was limited to the 
original event (see t. Pesah.. 8:15). Exod 12 contains a mixture of legal and historical material. On 
the tenth day of the month in which Moses was to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, the people 
were to take a lamb or a kid, one for each household; if a household was too small it could 
join itself to another. The animal was to be a one-year-old male without defect; it was to be 
kept until the fourteenth day of the same month, at which time it was to be slaughtered 
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‘between the evenings.’ The Israelites were to take some blood of the victim and put it on the 
sides and tops of the doorframes of their houses. The same night they were to roast the lamb or 
kid whole over fire and eat it along with bitter herbs. Nothing was to remain of the victim in the 
morning. The meal was to be eaten in haste. The Passover meal was meant for subsequent 
generations to be the first day of a seven-day feast, the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exod 12:15). 
On the first day of the feast all leaven was to be removed from the houses of the celebrants, and 
no leaven was to be eaten for the seven days duration. In Exod 12:18, however, it is stipulated 
that leaven is to be removed from the houses on the evening of the fourteenth, before the first 
day of the feast. How this regulation was interpreted by rabbinic exegesis will be examined later. 
On the first and last days of the feast a sacred assembly was to be held, and these days were to 
be considered as Sabbaths. Further regulations for the Passover included the following: no 
foreigner was to eat of it; it must be eaten within one house; no meat was to be taken outside the 
house; the victim's bones were not to be broken. Deut 16:1-18 reiterates many of the regulations 
stated in Exod 12, with the exception of the ritual of the smearing of the blood, and makes a 
significant addition to the Passover halakah: the Passover was to be eaten only at the place the 
Lord would choose as a dwelling for his Name. Deuteronomy 16 adds a haggadah on the 
unleavened bread, interpreting it symbolically as the bread of affliction.10 This text also implies 
that the Passover victim could be taken from the flock (sheep and goats) and the herd (cattle) 
(Deut 16:2). How the interpreters dealt with this will examined later. The pilgrim who arrived 
in Jerusalem for Passover, therefore, could buy his Passover offering at any time before the 
evening of Nisan 15.”7  
 
“Like other sacrifices, the Passover had to be eaten in ritual purity (cf. 2 Chron 30:18-20). This 
meant that, upon their arrival in Jerusalem for the Passover celebration, pilgrims had to ensure 
that they were ritually clean or take steps to become so (Jub. 49:9; m. Pesah. 5:3; 7:4, 6, 7; 9:1; t. 
Pesah.. 4:2; 6:1, 2, 5: 7:9, 11, 12, 13, 15; J.W. 6. 426-27). Many of the pilgrims arrived in Jerusalem 
at least a week before the Passover feast in order to cleanse themselves from the corpse 
uncleanness that they would have acquired on their journey.” 
 
ROMAN presence 
 
“From the east side of the city, hailing from the peasant village of Nazareth, a healer and holy 
man called Jesus, accompanied and celebrated by his followers of impoverished rural peasants, 
out-of-work fishermen, politically and economically marginalized and socially outcast, made 
his entry (his first and only such visit according to Mark) into Jerusalem. Through the western 
gate, traveling at the head of an imperial cavalcade and a column of legions of soldiers, 
entered Pontius Pilate, Procurator of Judea, Idumea, and Samaria. One procession proclaimed 
the Kingdom of God on earth; the other, the unmatched, violent power of Empire, of a 
civilized sociopolitical order imposed by the sword on the benighted peoples of the world 
with a thoroughness and brutality not felt to this point in human history. The festival that 
brought these two diametrically opposed processions face to face at the seat of the Jewish temple 
was Passover, the celebration of Israel’s liberation from an earlier empire. The spectacle that 
attended the Procurator’s entrance into the city—footsoldiers and cavalry, armor and weapons, 
banners and emblems—would have been a sobering, intimidating demonstration of raw 
imperial power and a visually poignant extension of the theology of Caesar’s Empire. A marble 
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stele in a temple built for and dedicated to the Emperor Augustus and his Empire bears the 
following inscription: 

Whereas Providence…[has] adorned our lives with the highest good: Augustus…and has 
in her beneficence granted us and those who will come after us [a Savior] who has made 
war to cease and who shall put everything [in] order…with the result that the birthday 
of our God [Augustus] signaled the beginning of Good News for the world because of 
him… 

The mighty Emperor, the Son of God, was believed to have ushered in a new era of world peace, 
of a kind not unfamiliar to us two millennia later: peace through strength. Jesus’ 
counterprocession, staged in advance with careful and secretive planning, culminated in his 
entrance into the city gate, riding on a colt, ‘the foal of an ass’ (Mark 11:7; Matt 21:5). For this 
demonstration, Jesus (and his chroniclers) drew on powerful imagery from the writings of 
the Hebrew prophet Zechariah. Marks account (written earlier) alludes to the fulfillment of 
the prophetic text. Matthew is more to the point, quoting the relevant passage verbatim (see 
verse 5; compare Zech 9:9). Zechariah prophesies the coming of a king, and in the verses that 
immediately follow, tells Israel what kind of king he will be: 

And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall 
be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth (Zech 9:10). 

Israel’s messianic king, riding on a donkey, will banish war from the land; a Prince of Peace, 
the starkest possible contrast to the procession headed by Pilate. The imagery and the 
prearranged timing bespeak a deliberate commentary upon and lampooning of the decadent 
array of ostensibly divine authority, arrogated through the most awesome and terrifying means, 
masquerading on the other side of the city. It was also a powerful message to His disciples, who 
accepted His identity as Messiah, but were still partially blinded to the meaning of Jesus’ 
messianic practice and its implications for Israel’s political future.”8 
 
“Less well-known is the historical fact that a Roman imperial procession was also entering 
Jerusalem for Passover from the other side of the city. It happened every year: the Roman 
governor of Judea, whose residence was in Caesarea on the coast, rode up to Jerusalem in order 
to be present in the city in case there were riots at Passover, the most politically volatile of the 
annual Jewish festivals. With him came soldiers and cavalry to reinforce the imperial garrison 
in Jerusalem. It is clear what Pilate’s procession was about. By proclaiming the pomp and power 
of empire, its purpose was to intimidate.”9 
 
“Passover was a time of tension and political unrest and Palm Sunday was a time in which 
competing and conflicting claims to kingship and ruler ship of the world would be played 
out.”10 
 
“It may be the case that the Roman authorities became particularly antsy at times of these 
festivals when there was the potential for increased political insurrection and agitation. It may 
be just a function of the number of people there. The size of the crowds that made them nervous, 
but the authorities, going even back into Herod's day and certainly under the Roman governors, 
tended to keep a close eye on things like that. It is alleged by Josephus in fact that Herod and 
then the governors after him actually locked up the garments of the high priest and only gave 
them out on these holy days so that there was not the occasion for religious activities prompt 
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popular unrest. And yet at Passover they clearly are going to be in all their regalia, and this is 
going to be a lot of pomp and circumstance. So it's probably the case that [on] any of these holy 
day celebrations, that the authorities are at least going to be on careful watch and the civic 
magistrates of Jerusalem themselves are certainly going to be concerned with this....So what do 
the Romans do? If the Romans were convinced that the mob scene might break out into open 
rebellion they might shut the whole thing down. They had done so in the past, and closing the 
Temple or keeping the people away certainly would not have been out of the question for them. 
It's probably the case that the soldiers that were garrisoned in Jerusalem were kept close to the 
Temple. If not in the Temple proper. Now there is an outer court in the Temple called the Court 
of gentiles where anyone could go including Roman soldiers and it's very possible that there 
were the local police officials or the odd Roman soldier standing around. But in all probability 
most of the Roman soldiers would have been stationed in the nearby fortress called the Antonia 
which literally stands adjacent to the Temple complex and kind of looks over it. They could keep 
an eye on things there and of course everyone in the Temple knew they were there too.”11 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Luke’s Gospel 
1:1-4:17 Introduction  
4:18-9:50 Galilean Ministry 
5:51-19:27 Samarian Ministry 
19:28-24:48 Passion Week 
 
There is continued misunderstanding as to what this kingdom will look like in the context of 
His impending death. 
 

• While they were listening to these things, Jesus went on to tell a parable, because He was near Jerusalem, 
and they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately. (Luke 19:11) 
 

• 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority;” (Acts 1:6, 7) 

 
So what are we to do with this momentous event? 
 
“Early Sunday morning Jesus made his dramatic public entry into the city. This was the end of 
all privacy and safety, and the beginning of what would be an inevitable collision course with 
the religious and political authorities: Jewish and Roman. The procession started at the Mount 
of Olives, across the landbridge of the Kidron Valley, and through the eastern gate into the city. 
Crowds began to gather to see the rabbi from Galilee. The procession began accompanied by 
shouting and singing from the throngs as they threw down their garments on the pathway to 
cushion his ride – an Oriental custom still observed on occasions – as well as palm fronds, the 
symbol of triumph. The Old Testament prophet Zechariah had foretold the arrival of the 
Messianic king in Jerusalem via the humble conveyance of a colt. Here the crowd hailed Jesus 
as ‘the son of David’, a loaded name used at a loaded time. The Bible had predicted that the 
Messiah would be the son of David. The priestly establishment was understandably disturbed, 
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as the palm was the national emblem of an independent Palestine. These were Jewish flags. 
What if Jesus should claim to be the heir of King David?”12 
 
Outline: 
 
On an annual basis, Jesus would go to Jerusalem to participate in the PASSOVER. 
 

• 41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover . . . 43 and as they were 
returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. (Luke 2:41, 
43) 

 
Jesus is heading “up” to Jerusalem. Luke 18:35 says he was approaching Jericho. Jericho is 
approximately 15 miles from Jerusalem. While in Jericho, He heals a blind man. The blind 
man’s utterance vocalizes the sentiments of many, “Son of David, have mercy on me.” The air 
was thick with expectancy and energy. 
 

• 35 As Jesus was approaching Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the road begging . . . 38 And he called out, 
saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! 39 Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Luke 18:35, 38, 
39) 

 
To go to Jerusalem is to ascend. The topography elevates. 
 

• And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. (Luke 2:42) 
 

• Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that 
are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. (Luke 18:31) 
 

• And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:28) 

 
Jesus is the “new” Moses who leads His people out of bondage and into the promised land. 
Jesus is the “new” King who destroys His enemies and starts a just and righteous reign. 
Jesus knows what is about to happen (chap. 9). Yet Hebrews 12:2 tells us, “who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” 
 
Let us consider five elements in our text. 
 
I. An Unbroken Colt (19:28-35) 

 
• 28 After He had said these things, He was going on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When He approached 

Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go 
into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever 
sat; untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord has 
need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were 
untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord has need 
of it.” (Luke 19:28-34) 
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What is the uniqueness of this moment? Everything created bows before Him and obeys His 
voice. 
 

• All of creation bows before Him. 

• He is able to make descendants from stone (3:8).  

• He is able to make bread from stone (4:3). 

• He has the authority to rebuke the wind and the surging waves (8:24). 

• He can multiply fish and loaves in order to feed thousands (9:10-17). 
 
The one who comes has authority over everything. 
 
II. An Unexpected King (19:36-40) 
 

• 35 They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, 

they were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the 

Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all 

the miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: “BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME 

OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones 

will cry out!” (Luke 19:35-40) 

 

The Crowd (vv. 36, 37) is massive, emotional, and unsettling.  
 

The Communication (v. 38) reflects their understanding of all they have seen, heard, and 

experienced in the theological context of Messiah and Kingdom. The people identified Jesus 

with their expectation of the Messiah in light of His many miracles. 
 

The Concern (vv. 39, 40) expressed by the religious establishment is real. They get the theological 

implications of what is taking place. Jesus asserts Himself and confirms their worst fears. 

 

Notice four highlights contained in this moment. 

 

A. Riding on a colt 
 
Solomon had done the same, immediately before he was enthroned as king of Israel: 
 

• King David said... "Cause my son Solomon to ride on my own mule, and bring him down to Gihop, and 
let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him king over Israel; then blow the trumpet, 
and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' You shall then come up after him, and he shall come and sit upon my 
throne... So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the 
Cherethites and Pelethites, went down and caused Solomon to ride on King David's mule, and 
brought him to Gihon [the spring alongside the Temple mount]. There Zadok the priest took the horn 
of oil from the tent, and anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and all the people said, 
"Long live King Solomon!" And all the people went up after him, playing on pipes, and rejoicing with great 
joy, so that the earth was split by their noise. (1 Kings 1:32-40) 

 
• 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
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Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from 
Jerusalem; And the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; And His 
dominion will be from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, 
because of the blood of My covenant with you, I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
(Zech 9:9-11) 

 
Notice that Solomon's triumphal entry on the mule takes place after his having been anointed 
king in the waters of the Gihon and immediately before his enthronement. Thus, this is not just 
a triumphal entry, but a royal enthronement.  
 
B. Casting Garments and Waving Palm Leaves 

 
• 11 Now Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all well? Why did this 

mad fellow come to you?” And he said to them, “You know very well the man and his talk.” 12 They 
said, “It is a lie, tell us now.” And he said, “Thus and thus he said to me, ‘Thus says the LORD, I have 
anointed you king over Israel.’” 13 Then they hurried and each man took his garment and placed it 
under him on the bare steps, and blew the trumpet, saying, “Jehu is king!” 14 So Jehu the son of 
Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. Now Joram with all Israel was defending 
Ramoth-gilead against Hazael king of Aram, 15 but King Joram had returned to Jezreel to be healed 
of the wounds which the Arameans had inflicted on him when he fought with Hazael king of Aram. 
So Jehu said, “If this is your mind, then let no one escape or leave the city to go tell it in Jezreel.” (2 
Kings 9:11-15) 

 
C. Blessed is the King 

 
• Behold, your house is left to you desolate; and I say to you, you will not see Me until the time comes 

when you say, “BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!” (Luke 13:35) 
 

• 22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. 23 This is the LORD'S 
doing; It is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and 
be glad in it. 25 O LORD, do save, we beseech You; O LORD, we beseech You, do send prosperity! 26 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the 
LORD. (Ps. 118:22-26) 

 
Psalm 18 speaks of rejection and judgment, yet such causes His people to rejoice! 
 

• 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 
is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
Even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim And the horse from 
Jerusalem; And the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; And His 
dominion will be from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, 
because of the blood of My covenant with you, I have set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
(Zech. 9:9-11) 

 
The Pharisees also understood what was taking place, but refused to accept Him for who He 

was. 

 
“This is a stunning oracle. In it, the future king not only rides into Jerusalem on an ass in 
humility, but establishes (1) a universal kingdom ('to the ends of the earth'), (2) which is 
characterized by peace, not war (the chariot is 'cut off). Finally, and most stunning, (3) by means 



 

9 

 

of a blood covenant, God sets Israel's ‘captives’ free from ‘the waterless Pit’ and brings them 
hold to Jerusalem (the ‘stronghold’). This last line is particularly strange; since what is clearly in 
view is deliverance from Exile in Sheol, the realm of the dead, which is frequently referred to in the 
Old Testament as ‘the Pit.’ Zechariah clearly seems to expect the messianic return from exile to 
include those who had descended into Sheol, who would somehow be released through the 
‘blood of [the] covenant.’”13 
 
“The king who rides the colt into Jerusalem will not deliver his people through the shedding of 
blood in battle, but through the mysterious ‘blood of the covenant,’ which will somehow set 
captives free from the realm of the dead known as ‘the Pit’ in the Old Testament (Zech 9:10-
11).”14 
 
“Once this Old Testament background is in place, Jesus’ Triumphal Entry takes on a deeper 
significance. First, he is deliberately recapitulating Solomon's royal entry into Jerusalem when 
he was enthroned as king. Second, he is performing a prophetic sign of the fulfillment of 
Zechariah's prophecy of the coming of the Messiah. In other words, Jesus is both a New 
Solomon and the long-awaited Messiah. Should there be any doubt about this, Matthew's 
Gospel makes both very clear, since he not only cites Zechariah 9, but the crowds describe Jesus 
as none other than the ‘son of David’, a title to which, above all people, Solomon bore the 
right.”15 
 
D. The stones will cry out 

 
The passages are too numerous to cite, but the thought is common concerning the relationship 
existing between God and His creation. All of creation pays homage to their Creator. 
 

• 1 Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 
Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to day. 3 Tell of His glory among the nations, His 
wonderful deeds among all the peoples. 4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; He is to 
be feared above all gods. 5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before Him, Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 7 Ascribe to the 
LORD, O families of the peoples, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 8 Ascribe to the LORD the 
glory of His name; Bring an offering and come into His courts. 9 Worship the LORD in holy attire; 
Tremble before Him, all the earth. 10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns; Indeed, the world is 
firmly established, it will not be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.” 11 Let the heavens 
be glad, and let the earth rejoice; Let the sea roar, and all it contains; 12 Let the field exult, and all that 
is in it. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy 13 Before the LORD, for He is coming, For He 
is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness And the peoples in His 
faithfulness. (Ps. 96:1-13) 

 
III. An Unprepared People (19:41-44 [see also Luke 21:1ff]) 
 

• 41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known in this 
day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 For the 
days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you 
and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and 
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your 
visitation.” (Luke 19:41-44) 
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Jesus speaks of a time of destruction for the nation of Israel. There is no reason to think this is 
anything but 70AD. He came unto His own and His own did not receive Him. The following 
verses speak of this same idea throughout Luke’s narrative. 
 

• Visitation - Luke 1:68, 78; 7:16 

• Rejection – Luke 13:31-35; 21:5, 6, 20, 24; 23:28-31 
 
“This was literally fulfilled when Jerusalem was besieged by Titus; who surrounded it with a 
wall of circumvallation in three days, though not less than 39 furlongs in circumference; and 
when this was effected, the Jews were so enclosed on every side, which no person could escape 
from the city, and no provision could be brought in.”16 
 
God visited His people 
 

• Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, (Luke 1:68) 
 

• Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, (Luke 1:78) 
 

• And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; 
and, That God hath visited his people. (Luke 7:16) 

 
The nation refused to receive their king. 
 
IV. An Unclean Temple (19:45, 46) 
 

• 45 Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling, 46 saying to them, “It is written, 
‘AND MY HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER,’ but you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN.” 47 And 
He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the 
people were trying to destroy Him, 48 and they could not find anything that they might do, for all the 
people were hanging on to every word He said. (Luke 19:45-48) 

 

The contrast is stark. What was to be a place of prayer became a robbers’ den. The people were 
victimized, exploited, and wearied. We see this same idea with the children of the priest Eli in 
the days of Samuel (1 Sam. 2:12-17). We also hear this same thing in the days of the prophets 
(Jer. 23:1ff; Ezek. 34:1ff). 
 

• 6 “Also the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, To minister to Him, and to love the name of the 
LORD, To be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the Sabbath And holds fast My covenant; 
7 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt 
offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a house of prayer 
for all the peoples.” 8 The Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, “Yet others I will gather 
to them, to those already gathered.” (Isa. 56:6-8) 
 

• “Has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers in your sight? Behold, I, even I, have 
seen it,” declares the LORD. (Jer. 7:11) 

 
“Once a haburah was established and the place for the celebration seen to, the necessary Passover 
supplies needed to be purchased. There were certain essentials for a Passover meal--an 
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obligatory minimum--which understandably gave rise to a vast catering trade in Jerusalem.14 
Some of these essentials were required by the Torah. A year-old, unblemished male lamb needed 
to be purchased from the livestock market connected with the Temple (m. Pesah.; t. Pesah.. 8:19; 
Ant. 3. 248; Jub. 49:12-14; cf. m. Sheqal. 7:2). The livestock dealers provided a valuable service for 
the pilgrims; it was both difficult and risky to bring one's own sacrifices to Jerusalem, since the 
animals might become blemished en route.”17 
 
They have taken what is necessary and used it to exploit the people. The religious establishment 
required “kosher” animals and thus “sold” the sacrifice to the people. They were making 
merchandise of the atonement. This same type of tragedy took place with Eli’s sons and when 
Tetzel sold indulgences and Martin Luther blew his theological wig. 
 

• Johann Tetzel (1465 – 11 August 1519) was a Roman Catholic German Dominican friar 
and preacher. In addition, he was a Grand Inquisitor of Heresy to Poland, and later 
became the Grand Commissioner for indulgences in Germany. Tetzel was reputedly 
known for granting indulgences in exchange for money, which allow a remission of 
temporal punishment due to sin, the guilt of which has been forgiven, a position heavily 
challenged by Martin Luther.18 

 
Verse 46 and 47 summarize the continued tension between the populace and the priests. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Only Jesus can make clean what is unclean. 
2. Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
3. Jesus came to fulfill the Seed Promise and complete the Blood Picture. 
4. This moment is part of that Story. 
5. Will you accept Jesus as your great deliverer from sin and death? 
6. Will you accept Jesus as your loving Sovereign to rule over your rebellious heart? 
 

• 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 
name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11) 

 
“Palm Sunday was not some parade down Main Street in Jerusalem where the people got all 
excited because they wanted to ‘get their praise on’ that morning and then go home. They were 
there expecting something. They were there hoping for something - that God would come 
and that positive change would be realized in their lifetimes. Palm Sunday was more than a 
parade with confetti and ribbons and all kinds of other stuff. It was a serious statement 
symbolizing God’s coming Messianic kingdom and God’s existing kingdom which was Rome; 
about who had the authority to rule and whose power was greater than the other’s and which 
Kingdom would finally prevail so that all human beings could finally live in peace and 
harmony, which God wants for all!”19 
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