
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
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Date:  March 22, 2015 
Title:  JESUS, Our Teacher in Prayer 
Text:  Luke 11:1-13 
Theme: Learning to pray from Jesus is a natural part of being His disciple. 
 
Introduction:  
Praying is a very natural part of the Christian experience. Prayer must not be an area of guilt or 
condemnation. Prayer speaks of our need of God and our communion with God. 
 
As we begin our study of this text, let us begin with an initial question, “What is tying our text 
to the greater context of our passage?” Remember, Jesus is heading to the cross. His death, 
burial, and resurrection are imminent. It is in the context of this encroaching event He gives this 
response to the request, “Teach us to pray.”  
 
If you knew you would be killed in one month and your death would happen once you arrived 
in Madison, WI, everything you say from your point of departure to your arrival in Madison 
would be “colored” by that context. The same is true in our current text. Notice how each 
petitions relates to His circumstances.  
 

• Your Kingdom Come 
o This is what is pressing: His incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection is the 
beginning of a new stage in the outworking of God’s Kingdom Story.  

• Our Daily Bread 
o Neither the Twelve nor the Seventy were to take supplies, thus pray for your daily 
provision. 

• Forgiving others 
o As we live out the gospel, forgive us even as we forgive others. 

• Lead us not into Temptation 
o As we join you in your journey to the cross, help us to finish strong. 

 

There was urgency in the request because of the context. Do the circumstances negate any viable 
connection to us? Is there not a viable application for us? First, the Bible tells a single Story and 
we must know the Story in context for our learning. Second, all of the Scripture is profitable 
although not all is applicable. Finally, Jesus is in our text. Just as we have encountered many 
unexpected things in reading Luke, our present text is no exception. 
 

Let us review where we have been since Luke 9:51ff.  
 

• Luke 9:51-62 Jesus heads toward Passion Week to fulfill the Seed Promise and complete 
the Blood Picture. The inability of His disciples cannot stop the certainty of His plan. 

• Luke 10:1-24 Jesus is the Lord of the Harvest and guarantees the success of His mission. 
• Luke 10:25-37 Jesus is the unexpected hero who loves us, cares for us, and is generous 
toward us in our need. 

• Luke 10:38-42 we are Mary’s in a Martha world. We are both of these individuals. 
Moreover, if we are not careful, our responsibilities will rob us of enjoying God. 
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We now have this story teaching us about prayer. As the people of God, we are the beneficiaries 
of a benevolent benefactor. God gives and we receive. God invites us to align with His purpose 
and intent. 
 
It is important to note how Luke’s passage is much shorter than that found in Matthew. Mark 
and John do not have what we have come to call THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
 
Some strains of Christianity recite the Lord’s Prayer in every service. Others refuse to recite the 
Lord’s Prayer believing such recital is “vain repetition.” Others suggest it was a prayer for Israel 
and not for the church. When I first came to Waukesha Bible Church, I would not recite the 
Lord’s Prayer and believed it was not for the church. Since then, I have changed my 
understanding of the Bible as a whole. Historically, I cut the Bible up into smaller parts and 
stressed discontinuity over continuity. Now, I read the Bible as a single Story with Jesus at the 
center. This does not mean everything in the Bible is something I am obligated to do. 
Nevertheless, all of the pieces together give me a fuller picture of who Jesus is and what Jesus 
did. 
 
Our text opens with a common statement concerning our Lord’s praying. Luke saturates his 
account with such statements. In Luke, Jesus is always praying. Consider the following 
passages. 
 

• Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was 

opened, (Luke 3:21) 

 

• When day came, Jesus left and went to a secluded place; and the crowds were searching for Him, and 

came to Him and tried to keep Him from going away from them. (Luke 4:42) 

 

• But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. (Luke 5:16) 

 

• It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to 

God. (Luke 6:12) 

 

• And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned 

them, saying, “Who do the people say that I am?” (Luke 9:18) 

 

• 28 Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the 

mountain to pray. 29 And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His 

clothing became white and gleaming. (Luke 9:28, 29) 

 

• It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples 

said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1) 

• 41 And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and began to pray, . . . 44 And 

being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, falling down 

upon the ground. (Luke 22:41, 44) 
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The idea of Jesus praying intrigues the reader. Seven times Luke notes Jesus praying up to and 
including our text. Only once does He note Him praying after this text (Luke 22:39-45). When 
Jesus spent all night praying, about what do you think He prayed? I do believe He prayed for 
things like having the cup pass and having His disciples persevere, but mostly I believe He sat 
in prayerful communion with His Father. He simply talked to God. 
 
We are going to talk on prayer in a few short weeks, but I would like us to begin our study of 
prayer in our current study. As a word of caution, let us not make prayer a subject that we 
dissect, but something we actually breathe and enjoy. The question asked by the disciples is 
natural to the relationship. His disciples expected their Rabbi to teach them on prayer.  
 
We are going to break our passage into three parts. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Our Pattern for Prayer is Unfailingly Timeless (vv. 1-4). 

 
As with most passages, there is a colliding of two worlds. We have the world of the THEN and 
the world of the NOW. In wanting to make sense of the NOW, we cannot disregard the THEN. 
Let us walk with caution through this text. 
 
As a teacher, Jesus provides a template for prayer. Let us consider the items noted in this 
prototype for prayer. Remember, how with the Good Samaritan we found an unexpected hero 
and with Mary an unexpected disciple?  Well here, we address God in an unexpected way. 
 

A. Father [His paternal status and familial relationship]. 
 
I am somewhat taken back by the number of times God is addressed as Father in Luke’s Gospel. 
 

• 48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us 

this way? Behold, Your father and I have been anxiously looking for You.” 49 And He said to them, “Why 

is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be in My Father's house?” (Luke 2:48, 

49) 

 

• Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. (Luke 6:36) 

 

• For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in 

His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. (Luke 9:26) 

 

• 21 At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, “I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 22 All things have been handed over to 

Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the 

Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” (Luke 10:21, 22) 
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• Lu 11:2 And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. 

(Luke 11:2) 

 

• If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? (Luke 11:13) 

 

• For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. 

(Luke 12:30) 

 

• Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:32) 

 

• and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you (Luke 22:29) 

 

• saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” (Luke 

22:42) 

 

• But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, 

dividing up His garments among themselves. (Luke 23:34) 

 

• And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” 

Having said this, He breathed His last. (Luke 23:46) 

 

• And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until 

you are clothed with power from on high. (Luke 24:49) 

 
“Throughout the Bible we find God portrayed as a Father. This portrayal, however, is 
surprisingly rare in the Old Testament. The teaching of the Fatherhood of God takes a decided 
turn with Jesus, for ‘Father’ was his favorite term for addressing God. It appears on his lips some 
sixty-five times in the Synoptic Gospels and over one hundred times in John.”1 No one has ever 
addressed God as Father except Jesus the Son. When Jesus prayed, this is how He prayed and 
now He invites us to do the same. Something is happening here that is earth shattering and 
heaven splintering. 
 
“The uniqueness of Jesus' teaching on this subject is evident for several reasons.  

• For one, the rarity of this designation for God is striking. There is no evidence in pre-
Christian Jewish literature that Jews addressed God as ‘Abba.’  

• A second unique feature about Jesus' use of Abba as a designation for God involves the 
intimacy of the term. Abba was a term little children used when they addressed their 
fathers.  

• A third unique feature of Jesus' teaching concerning the Fatherhood of God is that the 
frequency of this metaphor is out of all proportion to what we find elsewhere in the Old 
Testament and other Jewish literature. (Note 165+ times in the four Gospels compared to 
only 15 times in the entire Old Testament!) This was not just a way Jesus taught his 
disciples to address God; it was the way.”2 

 
As our culture continues to fail, we have adopted a gender-neutral approach to reading the Bible 
that is simply wrong. “The description of God as ‘father’ is under attack today in certain circles. 
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It is charged by some that this leads to a false view that God is a male.”3 Friend, the idea of God 
might very well be genderless, but God revealed is male. 
 

B. Holy is your name [His purity and transcendence]. 
 

The Gospel of Grace does not negate God’s apartness. He is something we are not nor will ever 
be.  

 

C. Your kingdom come [His priority and power]. 
 
Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:6-9, 25:6-9 and 61:1-3 describe for us this Kingdom, as does Luke 4:18, 19. This is 
the coming Kingdom and the very one Jesus brought and established. This is what He 
inaugurated in His death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
There is certainty in the nature of this petition. Jesus fulfills all ancient promises. In Jesus, the 
Kingdom has come. The Kingdom Jesus brings and launches, however, are unexpected. The 
Jews were not expecting this Kingdom. Moreover, the kingdom coming in the future will be 
different from the one we currently enjoy. 
 
The Gospel has inaugurated the Kingdom. However, the inaugurated Kingdom is different from 
what was expected. In fact, the Bible calls this stage of the Kingdom a mystery. Moreover, the 
local church is the kingdom. What we were not anticipating is for the kingdom to look like the 
local church. First Corinthians 15 tells us when Jesus raises the dead and changes the living; He 
will subjugate everything under His feet. When Jesus does this, He will then turn everything 
over to the Father so that “God will be all in all.” In that moment, the next stage of the kingdom 
will begin. Heaven, the heaven we think of when we read the Old Testament and the Book of 
Revelation, will be on earth even as it has been in heaven. 
 
In all of these petitions, certainty is the key.  

 
D. Give us each day our daily bread [His daily provision]. 

 
Jesus was telling His disciples to pray for their daily bread in light of not taking any provisions. 
This also echoes God providing for the nation in the wilderness (Exod. 16:15-22). You and I do 
not live in this world. We might have no food, but it is not because He told us not to take 
provisions. We do not pray for our daily bread as much as we thank God for our daily bread. 
Our context is very different from theirs. 

 
E. Forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us 
[His pardon and grace].  

 

It appears as if we are still working under an Old Covenant economy of animal sacrifices. 
Although the language is different there does appear to be a similar idea in Luke 6:27-36. 
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• What are you to do? 
1. Love your enemies 
2. Do good to those who hate you 
3. Bless those who curse you 
4. Pray for those who mistreat you 
5. Give to everyone who asks of you 
6. Treat others the same way you want them to treat you 

• Why are you to do it? 
1. You will be sons of the most high; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men 
2. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful 

 

You are merciful because you have received mercy. 
You forgive debtors because you have been forgiven debt. 
 

The word used for forgiveness in the New Testament is elastic. The two categories we will note 
are those related to following Jesus and the actual thought of “forgiveness.” 
 

• And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him. (Luke 5:11) 
 

• 28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. 29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's 
sake, (Luke 18:28, 29) 

 

The New Testament is clear and it echoes the Old Testament in that only God can forgive 
anyone. Yet, as Christians, we are to forgive those who are indebted to us (Luke 11:4; 17:1-6). 
What I believe to be uniquely Christian is the ability to forgive others even as we have been 
forgiven (Eph. 4:32). 
 

The Lord’s Prayer seems to teach a conditional forgiveness, as does Luke 17. This same idea 
appears negated in Ephesians 4:32 because of the cross. Thus, the cross enables us to forgive 
others without any repentance on their part. Forgiveness is unconditional. Trusting them is 
conditional. 
 

• 20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.” 21 And the scribes and 
the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but 
God alone? 23 Whether is easier, to say, “Thy sins be forgiven thee;” or to say, “Rise up and walk?” 24 But 
that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the 
palsy,) I say unto thee, “Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.” (Luke 5:20-24) 
 

• 47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 49 And they that sat 
at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? (Luke 7:47-49) 
 

• 3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 4 

And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I 
repent; thou shalt forgive him. (Luke 17:3, 4) 
 

• Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and 
cast lots. (Luke 23:34) 
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Historically, I have always tripped over this. In Jesus, we have a full and complete pardon from 
all of our sin and death. The forgiveness of sin is unconditional in Jesus. In fact, “whatever more 
I spend, Jesus will repay it” (Luke 10:35).  
 
I believe prior to the cross those who believed did mark their sins because of the temporal nature 
of their offering. However, after the cross, I do not believe we mark sin in the same manner.  
 
For my wife and me, we do not ask God to forgive us, rather we thank God for His forgiveness. 
We mark our sin in principle. Moreover, when we sin in particular, it is noted, but we do not 
ask God to forgive us. We always work from the premise that we are already forgiven and there 
is nothing we can do to undo His work. 
 
This principle does not negate the need to go to individuals whom we have sinned against and 
seek reconciliation, but this is not to be the same pattern in our relationship with God. The 
Christian always goes back to the cross and resurrection. 

 
F. Lead us not into temptation [His direction and protection]. 

 
This petition tells us God is sovereign over our stories. He does control our circumstances. We 
can and should pray that we stand fast in our temptation. The disciples were part of our Lord’s 
Story. That Story took them through His agony. In their moment of temptation, they fled and 
denied Him. Thankfully, whatever else they spend, Jesus will repay it. 
 
The beauty of the gospel is that no failure is fatal. We must not dismiss our personal sin and 
catastrophic failure, but Jesus will repay it. 
 
Everything about this passage is relational and powerful. God is a Father to His children and a 
Creator over that which He creates. 
 
After offering them this pattern for prayer, He explains further by way of a story (vv. 5-10). 
 
II. Our Persistency in Prayer is Unashamedly Needy (vv. 5-10). 

 
Several times in this short text, the word “friend” occurs (vv. 5, 6, 8). It is the Greek word philos. 
The idea is that of a brother. Yet the basis for the request granted is not the relationship of friend, 
but the urgency of the need. The relationship does provide the platform for the appeal, but 
need creates fervency.  
 
He then provides an example of persistency in asking (vv. 5-8). What is of interest is that the 
basis for the request fulfilled is not the relationship. Persistence happens because of need. The 
one in need is shameless in the asking. We should pray with a sense of urgency. It is an urgency 
birthed by our inability and need. It was their context of an impending cross that provided these 
petitions and the pressing sense of urgency. Prayer is a declaration of our need for God. 
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The word “persistence” occurs only here in Luke. Remember, the issue is not that of a friend, 
but of the shameless manner in which the friend asks. This same idea is present in Luke 18:1-8. 
 

• 1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, 2 

saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man. 3 There was a 
widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 
For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect 
man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming 
she will wear me out.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said; 7 now, will not God 
bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 I tell 
you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find 
faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1-8) 

 

Luke 18:5 uses the word “wear me out.” It carries the idea of “hitting under the eye.” The image 
is that of giving one a black eye. The intent of this parable in Luke 18:1-8 is to teach persistency 
in praying. God is not a judge whom we must wear out. Like our present passage, God is a 
Father who loves to give what His children need. If God does not answer your prayer, perhaps 
it is because He believes you are better without the answer you seek. Yet, He is always inviting 
us to come and enjoy His presence.  
 

Need births urgency and persistency. Simply by repeating something constantly is not 
persistency. Vain repetition is not the key to answered prayer. In our text and in Luke 18 the 
sense of overwhelming inability to meet the need pushes the individual to come with 
persistency. Our fervency in prayer happens when pressed down with need.  
 

He then provides an enormous invitation to ask with confidence knowing God will give you 
what you need (vv. 9, 10). The idea of asking, seeking, and knocking is synonymous parallelism. 
They are not three stages of prayer. All three are present active participles. This speaks to their 
continuous nature. They are all the same. Yet, is the invitation a “blank check?” Notice the nature 
of the requests suggested earlier. Does this text limit us in what we ask [i.e. provision, pardon, 
and protection]? No, we can and should bring all of our anxious moments to Him, but much of 
what we hear and see in this area of prayer is consumerism and is to our soul’s destruction if 
granted. 
 

• (CNN) Creflo Dollar is hoping a few folks will see fit to bless him. The minister, known 
for being a prosperity preacher at his Atlanta-area World Changers Church International, 
is seeking "200,000 people committed to sow $300 or more (to) help achieve our goal to 
purchase the G650 airplane." The figures were presented Friday in a nearly six-minute 
video on the Creflo Dollar Ministries website and total more than $60 million needed to 
buy the Gulfstream G650, which goes for a reported $65 million.4  

 

If the truth were know, we receive very little of what we ask in the manner asked. Those people 
on TV who appear to get everything they ask for are simply manipulating their audience. If you 
cast your net wide enough, chances are you will get a lot of money and cars and trips and etc. 
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Notice the nature of requests in verses 1-4. 
 

• Daily priorities 
• Daily bread 
• Daily forgiveness 
• Daily temptation 

 
In light of the cross, Jesus says pray hard and persistently with a sense of urgency in these areas 
of need. Keep asking, keep seeking, keep knocking and God will show Himself mighty in your 
behalf. 
 
Notice the famous statement found in Luke 12:22-32.  
 

• 31 But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your 
Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. (Luke 12:31, 32) 

 
Kingdom thinking takes precedence over worrying about what we will eat and how we will 
clothe ourselves. Again, we all have Martha responsibilities in our world, but it cannot be at 
the expense of the Mary responses to our God (Luke 10:38-42). 
 
The earlier example in verses 5-10 stresses the urgency of prayer based on need. This is the 
language of an inferior to the superior. One has need and comes to the one who can meet the 
need. The need drives the request. Here in verses 11-13, Jesus notes the familial aspect of prayer. 
God gives us what is necessary for our good. In fact, God is more than simply granting requests. 
He is generous beyond the request. His gifting swallows completely the need. 
 
These bring us to our final element in this text.  
 
III. Our Provider in Prayer is Paternally Gracious (vv. 11-13). 

 
• 11 Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a 

fish, will he? 12 Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him? (Luke 11:11-13) 

 
The God to whom we come is gracious and lavish in His dispensing. All of the questions are 
rhetorical.  
 
This text speaks of Him “giving us the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” What does that mean? 
The Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts references the Holy Spirit throughout. 
 
If we were first century hearers, what would we have heard? The referencing of the Holy Spirit 
would connect it to the need for wisdom. The same occurs in James when he wrote,  
 

• 2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, 
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lacking in nothing. 5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 
who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect 
that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. (James 
1:2-8) 

 

Notice the context of trials and endurance. It sounds like need and persistency. 
 
“The provision of the Holy Spirit is probably a reference to the wisdom and guidance supplied 
in response to repeated requests. Some apply it to the general provision of the Spirit, but this 
would seem to look only at one request in a context that speaks of repeated asking. The teaching 
as a whole stresses not that God gives everything his children want, but that God gives the good 
that they need. The parallel account in Matthew (7:11) refers to good things where Luke mentions 
the Holy Spirit.”5 
 
Friend, let us pray knowing God will give us what we need. Regardless of our present 
circumstances, it is always appropriate to say, “God is too wise to make a mistake and too loving 
to be unkind.”  
 
God knows best. He will enable us to embrace His direction as to . . .  

• priority 

• provision 
• pardon 
• protection 
 

God will not withhold from us that which we need from Him. He is generous in His gifting. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Our prayers originate in the area of need. 
2. Our needs make our praying persistent. 
3. God will always give us what we need. 

 
What is your need? How does it align with His kingdom? Bring it to Him and rest in His 
wisdom. 

1 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/fatherhood-of-god/  
2 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/fatherhood-of-god/  
3 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/fatherhood-of-god/  
4 http://www.cnn.com/2015/03/13/living/creflo-dollar-jet-feat/  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/Luke+11:12  

                                                           


