
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  March 15, 2015 

Sermon Title: JESUS, the Object of Worship 

Series Title: The Gospel of Luke 

Text:  Luke 10:38-42 

Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2015 



1 

 

 

 

Date:  March 15, 2015 
Title:  JESUS, the Object of Worship 
Text:  Luke 10:38-42 
Theme: Jesus alone is worthy of our worship.  
 
Introduction:  
Like much in Luke’s Gospel, there is considerable material to startle the listener and shake one’s 
sensibilities. The story of Martha and Mary holds this same intrigue. 
 
There are two prominent elements to this story. First, Martha speaks to the culture of hospitality 
imbedded in the Middle East. Second, Mary speaks to the place of women in the disciple/Rabbi 
relationship. 
 
Initially, let us consider the practice of hospitality in the Middle East. 
 
We are already familiar with Abraham entertaining the angelic visitors, Lot in the city of Sodom, 
and the wandering Levite and his concubine in a city of Benjamin. The idea of hospitality is also 
prominent in 2 and 3 John. In all of these passages, the guest and their well-being become 
dominate and primary. 
 
In our own study, the idea of receiving gospel messengers occurs in Luke 9:3-5 and 10:5-12. We 
also read of the hospitality of those who invited Jesus into their home for a meal (Luke 5:29; 7:36; 
11:37; 14:1; 19:5, 6). 
 
Such expressions were normative. It was part of their cultural value. Reception of such travelers 
was not solely on knowing the individual. Our present text presents Martha as an individual 
who received Jesus into her home and did what was indicative of her setting. This same element 
of hospitality occurs with the Good Samaritan in our previous text. Martha is doing what is 
socially expected and normal. 
 
“When Jesus comes to Bethany, Martha demonstrates hospitality by welcoming Jesus into the 
home she shares with her sister Mary. She then busies herself with the tasks of serving their 
guest (diakonian). Although we are not told precisely what those tasks are, a good guess is that 
she began preparing a meal. Meanwhile her sister Mary sits at Jesus’ feet, listening to his words. 
Rather than assuming the role expected of women in her culture, she takes her place at the feet 
of Jesus. She assumes the posture of a student learning at the feet of a rabbi, a role traditionally 
reserved for men.”1 
 
There were those who supported our Lord from their means. 
 

• and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to 
their support out of their private means. (Luke 8:3) 
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“She was hospitable and wanted to help Jesus and his disciples. In order to host the large group 
that was traveling with Jesus, she must have had a good store of food and her house must have 
been large. Since she apparently had no servants, she must have been a very responsible and 
industrious person to have such a large supply of foodstuff. Not only had she been hard-
working in building up her stores of provisions, but she was willing to share it with others to 
help in the ministry.”2 
 
“Luke affirmed this new role for women and probably placed the Mary-Martha story after the 
story of the Good Samaritan for that reason. ‘Both the Samaritan and Mary step out of 
conventional roles. . . . The Samaritan for Luke illustrates the second commandment ('Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'). Mary exemplifies the fulfillment of the first commandment. ('You are to 
love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your energy, and with all your mind.')’”3 
 
To finish our cultural setting, let us consider the practice of discipleship in the Middle East. 
 
“A female student listening to her chosen teacher and being held up as a model disciple does 
not seem strange to twentieth century readers. But how commonly in the first century were 
women treated as disciples who were encouraged to learn about their religious faith? ‘The 
teaching of women by Jesus is particularly significant when we consider the customs of Judaism 
in his time. Women. . .  were not permitted to study the Scriptures with a rabbi. . . .The story of 
Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42) clearly shows Jesus' willingness to consider women as worthy 
students. In this text, Mary takes the traditional male role of 'sitting at the feet' or studying with 
the rabbi. Jesus approves of her interest in intellectual and spiritual matters, for she is told that 
she has chosen the better part’ (McHaffie 1986:15).”4 
 
It is important to note the shock this would have on the ear of the hearer.  
 
Women in Luke’s Gospel are prominent and elevated. Sitting at the feet of Jesus has no gender 
barriers.  
 
It is inside of these social norms we encounter this compelling story.  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
To understand the full scenario of our text, we need to do a little “detective” work to set a 
necessary backdrop to this significant, but isolated passage. 
 
First, the sequence in Luke’s account is not chronological. There is a broad chronology to Luke’s 
narrative, but often he is organizing events because of purpose. Thus, you could have an event 
follow when in real time is preceded.5 
 
For example, chapter 9 finds the twelve sent out by our Lord to preach the good news of the 
Kingdom. The mission is going forth. The chapter ends, however, by noting several “snags.” 
The disciples appear powerless to cast out a demon-controlled individual (vv. 37-42). In 
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addition, they are fighting over who would be the greatest in God’s Kingdom (vv. 43-48). 
Moreover, they communicate partisan thinking and wish to destroy those who reject Jesus (vv. 
49-56). Finally, they fail to appreciate the urgency of the moment (vv. 57-62). In light of such 
inability, how do we complete the mission?  
 
From chapter nine, we encounter 10:1-24 where Jesus is the Lord of the Harvest. The Harvest 
does not depend on those He sends (chap. 9), but on the one who sends. God controls the success 
of the mission.  
 
Luke expands on this thought by noting how God loves the alienated, He cares for the hurting, 
and He is lavish in His generosity toward the undeserving. From this text, we have our present 
passage (10:38-42). In light of who God is, what is our response? 
 
Second, Luke cites several Mary’s in his account. First, there is the Virgin Mary (1:27, 30, 34, 38, 
39, 41, 46; 56; 2:5, 16, 19, 34). Then, there is Mary Magdalene (8:2; 24:10). In addition, there is 
Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus (10:39, 42). Finally, there is Mary the mother of James 
(24:10). 
 
Nowhere in Matthew, Mark, and Luke do we learn of Mary’s brother Lazarus. Only John speaks 
of Lazarus. Both Luke and John cite a Lazarus, but in Luke, he is in a parable and in John, he is 
Martha and Mary’s brother. 
 
Martha only occurs here (10:38, 40, and 41). 
 
John 11 tells us much of these two sisters and their relationship to Jesus. 
 

• 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. . . 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 
miles off; . . . 21 Martha then said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 

Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; 
I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.” 28 When she 
had said this, she went away and called Mary her sister, saying secretly, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and was coming to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 
come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were with her 
in the house, and consoling her, when they saw that Mary got up quickly and went out, they followed her, 
supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, 
she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” (John 11:5, 18, 21-32) 

 

Jesus loves these siblings. All three affirm faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah. 
 
Third, there are several passages paralleling our present passage. We need these passages to fill 
in our current passage. Please note with me John 11:1, 2. 
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• 1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was the 

Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was 

sick. (John 11:1, 2) 

 
John 12:1-11 expands on this initial statement. The parallels to John 12 are Matthew 26:6-13 and 
Mark 14:1. It appears rather consistent that the three parallel passages are the same although 
there are some difficulties in attempting to merge the three accounts. 
 
Our present text does not reference this anointing. Luke does speak of an anointing in Luke 7:36-
50.  
 
When we work the parallel passages several ideas surface. However, we should not consider all 
of the anointing passages as the same.  
 
First, the idea of anointing Jesus seems to have occurred more than once (Luke 7 with Mark 14). 
 
Second, although Luke 10 does not speak of Mary anointing Jesus, the parallels might suggest 
the event actually happened during Passion Week and Luke places it here, out of sequence, to 
serve his theme. 
 
Thus, the placement of this event here shows us the only true response to the God who loves 
unconditionally -- whose love shows itself in act and whose generosity knows no limit. 
 
What provokes such uninhibited acts of love on our part toward Him is an understanding that 
we have a debt we cannot pay, a gap we cannot cross, a law we cannot keep, and a standing we 
cannot secure. This is what Luke 7:36-50 teaches, “For this reason I say to you, her sins, which 
are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little” (v. 
47). 
 
Now let us make several observations from our text when merged with our other passages.  
 
Outline: 
 

• 38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him 
into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word. 40 

But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered 
and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing 
is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42) 

 
Initially, there are three opening ideas laying the way for us. 
 
I. God’s love for them is equal and unconditional. 

 
The thought that God loves them without condition, accepts them without requirement, forgives 
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them without limit, blesses them without merit, and serves them without reward is not because 
of their work, but because of His. 
 
Serving Martha and sitting Mary are equal recipients of God’s love. Both are the broken half 
dead on the side of the road. God loves them, cares for them, and is infinitely generous toward 
both. 
 
II. Martha’s service of others was distracting her from the necessary.   

 
“The problem with Martha is not that she is busy serving and providing hospitality. Certainly 
Jesus commends this kind of service to the neighbor many times, notably in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan that immediately precedes the story of Mary and Martha. The problem with 
Martha is not her serving, but rather that she is worried and distracted.”6 
 
How much “theology” might we read into this short story? God has prepared us for “good 
works.” Nevertheless, it is possible and highly probable that our good works can become a 
distraction from what is necessary. 
 
As we pray through our three corporate requests of a pastoral hire, stewarding our finances, 
and following through on our retool action steps, we cannot ignore this fundamental truth.  
 
First, our identity is not based on what we do, but what he did. Second, our service for Him is 
not primary; His service for us is. Finally, who we are in Christ is vastly more important that 
what we do for Christ. If this gospel does not hedge us in, then we lose before we have even 
begun. 
 
If we do not guard what is necessary, then we will be nothing but delusional disciples, silly 
sinners, and wearied workers. If we do not rest in His finished work, we will become a place 
where judgment is quick and measuring is standard. And, I for one have no stomach for such 
nonsense.  
 
If nothing else, a story like this should give us good cause to pause and consider what this text 
says. Regardless, this text tells us Mary chose the best over the good. 
 
III. Mary chose the good part by sitting at Jesus’ feet. 

 
Because of the way this text lays out in context, let us make a handful of observations. Our 
following study will come out of the parallel accounts from Matthew 26, Mark 14, John 11, 12, 
and Luke 7. 
 
When those first century readers read/heard this story, what did they hear? How did they 
understand Mary’s actions? I believe there are six qualities marking Mary’s actions.  
 
The first thing we notice is the uninhibited nature of her action. 
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A. Her action was uninhibited.  

 
For the moment, let us not focus on the cost of her gift, for she would not consider her act 
sacrificial.  Rather let us note how it was uninhibited. She simply flung herself at the feet of 
Jesus. 
 

1. The feet of Jesus (Luke 10:39; cf. John 11:2; 12:3). 
 
Falling at another’s feet communicates submission, reverence, honor, homage, and worship. It 
is the position of an inferior in the presence of the superior. This is seen throughout Luke’s 
narrative. 
 

• But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 5:8) 
 

• 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept 
wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. . . 44 

Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave 
Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You 
gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46 You did not anoint 
My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.” (Luke 7:38, 44-46) 
 

• The people went out to see what had happened; and they came to Jesus, and found the man from whom 
the demons had gone out, sitting down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind; and they became 
frightened. (Luke 8:35) 
 

• And there came a man named Jairus, and he was an official of the synagogue; and he fell at Jesus' feet, 
and began to implore Him to come to his house; (Luke 8:41) 
 

• She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word. (Luke 10:39) 
 

• and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. (Luke 17:16) 
 

• UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET. (Luke 20:43) 

 
The second element in the story is the oil itself. 
 

2. The oil (Matt. 26:7; Mark 14:3; John 11:2; 12:3). 
 
The text tells us she poured “a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard.” Mark 14:5 says it 
could have sold for “three hundred denarii.” If we remember denarii is a twelve-hour day’s 
wage for a laborer, we are coming close to a year’s worth of wages. Think about it. The denarii 
is not the wage of the professional, but that of a commoner. It is the wage earned through the 
sweat of their brow by expending physical strength.  
 
Think about what you currently make in one year. Are you willing to give it to God in an act of 
shameless worship? Remember the widow’s copper coins in Luke 21:1-4. 
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• 1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 And He saw a poor widow 

putting in two small copper coins. 3 And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all 
of them; 4 for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that 
she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4) 

 
Jesus speaks of this type of sacrifice throughout Luke’s Gospel. Think about His words, “If you 
are not willing to leave it all, you cannot be my disciple (Luke 9:23-27).” Mary was not a woman 
of means. She could ill afford to give such a lavish gift, but she saw her forgiveness of far greater 
value than anything else she possessed. It is not a gift given regularly. It is a once in a lifetime 
gift. 
 
She knew that it would profit her nothing if she gained the whole world and lost her soul and 
she knew she could give nothing in exchange for her soul (Luke 9:23-27). Jesus did for her what 
she could never do for herself. 
 
This is why Jesus told the story of two debtors after a similar act in Luke 7:36-50. When you 
understand the depth of your depravity and the breadth of His provision, such an action is 
spontaneous and appropriate. 
 
Her uninhibited action made people mad. They were “offended” by the waste. The reason they 
were offended is they were thieves (John 12:6). They were so upset that she was scolded (Mark 
14:5). The word carries the idea of “snorting with anger, to groan.” It appears Judas was the 
culprit. Matthew says they “bothered her” (Matthew 26:10). The idea is to labor or cut. It occurs 
four times in the Gospels. 
 

• When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good 
work upon me. (Matt. 26:10) 
 

• And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me. (Mark 14:6) 
 

• And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with 
me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. (Luke 11:7) 
 

• Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. (Luke 
18:5) 

 
If these situations are the same, Martha caught the negative contagion and joined her voice in 
criticizing Mary and speaking abruptly to Jesus (cf. Mark 4:38, “Master, do you not care”).  I 
have to believe Martha was “giving the eye” to Mary (Luke 10:40). This same kind of attitude is 
seen by the older son in the story of the two prodigals (Luke 15:25-32). He was furious at the 
generosity of his father toward his shameless younger brother. 
 
By the way, this is where we often find ourselves. Those of us who have given much in our 
service to Jesus often have critical spirits toward the slackers who do nothing but come to 
Church and sit at the feet of Jesus [I say this with a tone of sarcasm]. Everyone needs to be as 
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busy as me. Friend, may our service come as the result of seeing Him and knowing we are the 
greater sinner. 
 
The third element coming out of this uninhibited expression is the aroma.  
 

3. The aroma (John 12:3). 
 
There was no hiding from the impact of her act. Her action filled the room. The aroma came 
because of the act. It was the overflow. 
 
The word aroma occurs in four places. Here and in 2 Corinthians 2:14, 16; Eph. 5:2 and 
Philippians 4:18. 
 

• Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 
his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the [fragrance] of the ointment. (John 12:3) 
 

• 14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
[fragrance] of his knowledge by us in every place. . . 16 To the one we are the [fragrance] of death unto 
death; and to the other the [fragrance] of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? (2 Cor. 2:14, 
16) 
 

• And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling [fragrance]. (Eph. 5:2) 
 

• But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from 
you, an [fragrance] of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God. (Phil. 4:18) 

 
The work of Jesus in behalf of sinners has its own unique fragrance. What Jesus does is sweet 
smelling in the nostrils of God and we become that aroma. 
 
The second quality we can note is the shameless nature of her action. 
 

B. Her action was shameless. 
 
Our text tells us several times she quietly wept at His feet, gently kissed them, and tenderly 
wiped them dry with her hair. 
 
Everything about this moment is sacred. The intensity of her devotion makes many squirm in 
their places. It is unsettling to see such display of emotion and passion. It unsettles us because 
we compare this scene with our own. She did not care what others thought of her. Can you 
imagine what you would do if you were not afraid what others might think of you. Often our 
thinking defaults to some sinful action.  However, what if we had nothing to think about other 
than ourselves. How shameless would our worship become? She was unconcerned what others 
thought. Her single devotion was toward Jesus. 
 
The next thing we can consider is how daring was the context of her action. 



9 

 

 

 

 
C. Her action was daring. 

 
• says, “The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth and kill Him.” (Mark 14:1) 

 
Aligning with Jesus was not a positive career move.  
 
“When the savage jihadists of the Islamic State terror group chose to behead 21 Egyptian Coptic 
Christians [on February 15, 2015], they ignited a firestorm within the Christian community. The 
men who were beheaded on that Libyan beach stood by their faith — up to the point when the 
blades of the radical Islamists were touching their throats — [they uttered] the words, “Lord, 
Jesus Christ.” Others yelled the word, “Yeshua,” the Hebrew name for Jesus, as they prepared 
to be escorted home by the angels who were surely surrounding the brave Christian men in their 
last moments on earth.”7 
 
“In the moment of their barbaric execution, the Christians were repeating the words ‘Lord, Jesus 
Christ,’ Bishop Mina noted, ‘The name of Jesus was the last word on their lips [as they left 
this world] and we can believe that [it] was the first word on their lips as they entered 
eternity.’”8 
 

You and I know little of this, but in countries where Christianity is persecuted worship is daring. 
 
It is of interest to note how Lazarus is part of this (John 11:1, 2; 12:1, 9-11).  The text says, “The 
chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also” (John 12:10). In this context, Jesus polarized 
people. 
 
Luke repeats this refrain throughout. 
 

• Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for 
the sake of the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22) 
 

• But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you (Luke 6:27) 
 

• If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. (Luke 14:26) 
 

• No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. (Luke 16:13) 

 
Jesus draws lines. His plan is to welcome all. Some, however, find Him threatening to their 
delusional thinking of self-importance and preservation. Only Jesus saves and many find this 
repugnant. 
 
The next thing we can consider is how prophetic was her action. 
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D. Her action was prophetic (Matt. 26:12; Mark 14:8; John 12:7). 
 
Our text tells us “she did it to prepare [JESUS] for burial” (Matt. 26:12; Mark 14:8; John 12:7). I 
do not know if Mary understood the depth of her action. This is what makes loving Jesus so 
incredible. Those simple acts of unbridled worship have a depth to them that often allude us. 
We are incapable of measuring the fervor of our own or another’s worship. Thus, it is foolish to 
think or do otherwise. We also always look to the vine and not the branch. 
 
The next thing we can consider is how Jesus recognizes the indispensable nature of her action. 
 

E. Her action was indispensable (Luke 10:42). 
 
Luke appears to “pit” Martha’s active service against Mary’s passive sitting (Luke 10:38-42). 
 
“In a culture of hectic schedules and the relentless pursuit of productivity, we are tempted to 
measure our worth by how busy we are, by how much we accomplish, or by how well we meet 
the expectations of others. Preaching on this text may provide a rich opportunity to address this 
cultural malaise.”9 
 
When we work, we expect everyone else to do what we are doing. Initially, our intent might be 
pure, but at some point, we become judgmental and legalistic. Unfortunately, all of us have 
experienced this emotion. We think everyone is to be doing something and it should look like 
us.  
 
You can serve without worshipping (1 Cor. 13), but you cannot worship without serving. Why, 
because worship is service whereas service is not intrinsically worship. We only worship in our 
service when our service is for Him and that is a mindset. Worshipping God in the mundane 
and routine is seeing Him as the center of your story. Whatever Martha was looking for in her 
preparation, she did not find it. 
 
The text tells us Martha was distracted, worried, and bothered (Luke 10:40, 41). It has the same 
tone as found in Luke 8:14 in the Parable of the Soils. 
 

• The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they 
are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. (Luke 10:14) 

 
The word distracted means “to drag around.” Think about all of the “stuff” we add to our lives 
and in the addition, we choke out our worship of God. We look and feel like Jacob Marley in the 
Christmas Carol who is enslaved by multiple chains. We drag and moan our way through life. 
 

• And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 
cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. (Luke 8:14) 
 

• And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
(Luke 10:41) 
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• And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought 
how or what thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: (Luke 12:11) 
 

• And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; 
neither for the body, what ye shall put on. (Luke 12:22) 
 

• 25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one cubit? 26 If ye then be not able to do 
that thing which is least, why take ye thought for the rest? (Luke 12:25, 26) 
 

• And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, 
and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. (Luke 21:34) 

 
We have to think and take thought and care, but we need to make sure we do not allow those 
things to rob us of Jesus. Her soul was in tumult; it was in an uproar.  
 
Our text contrasts Martha’s agitated soul with that of Mary. 
 
The word for “necessary” is chreia and occurs in the following passages. 
 

• And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 
(Luke 5:31) 
 

• And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received them, and spake unto them of the 
kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of healing. (Luke 9:11) 
 

• But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 
(Luke 10:42) 
 

• I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine just persons, which need no repentance. (Luke 15:7) 
 

• 31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? Thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath need 
of him. . . 34 And they said, The Lord hath need of him. (Luke 19:31, 34) 
 

• And they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth. (Luke 
22:71) 

 
This is so important. It is a need that has a corresponding counterpart. Disease has a 
corresponding part of healing. Sinners have a corresponding part of repentance. That donkey 
designed by God for a very specific purpose had a corresponding part in our Lord’s entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. A shoe has a corresponding foot. A wall socket has a corresponding 
plug. Here is Jesus and the corresponding part is worship. 
 
What Mary did was the outcome of who Jesus is. Nothing more and nothing less. 
 
Finally, 
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F. Her action was gracious (Luke 10:42c) 
 
She was not being gracious toward God. This is impossible. God was gracious toward her in so 
far that God would not take this away from her. Luke uses the word four times. 
 

• Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among 
men. (Luke 1:25) 
 

• But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 
(Luke 10:42) 
 

• Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: 
I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed. (Luke 16:3) 
 

• And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. (Luke 22:50) 
 

Consider how graphic Luke 2:50 is, “To cut off.” What she is doing and who Jesus is links 
together inseparably. Remember the word necessary. You cannot separate a shoe from needing 
a foot or a wall socket needing a plug, and the same is true here. Jesus and worship go together. 
God will not separate this action from you. This is the grace of God. 
 
You and I need not fret over our service or worship. Focus on Him, consider Him in all of His 
gracious and glorious generosity and let who you are and what you do be the result of the 
overflow. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Where is JESUS in this text? 
 
Your only role is to rest, not to work. The emphasis is not on what you do for Jesus, but what 
Jesus has done for you. Your service is not needed; Jesus is needed. Work is not wrong, but 
work does not merit favor. Jesus worked and we are the beneficiaries of a benevolent benefactor. 
 
“It might appear from the story of the ‘Good Samaritan’ that Jesus was advocating salvation by 
works. Jesus was, in reality, doing the opposite. He was attempting to show this expert in the 
law that in order to be saved through law-keeping, he would have to do that which he had not 
been able to do (that is why he felt the need to justify himself), and that no one could do, for 
salvation through the law required perfect, progressive obedience to the law, without one 
failure. The story of Martha and Mary underscores the futility of works as well. It was not the 
frantic activity of Martha which impressed Jesus, and which won His commendation, but the 
inactivity of Mary, sitting at the feet of the Savior, listening intently to His teaching. If one would 
place too high an emphasis on works, this story will put things back into perspective.“10 
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How am I to read this text? 
 
The reason I point out these qualities is not to say, “Go and do likewise” or “how well are you 
worshipping.” The reason I visited these qualities is to show how Jesus is enough. Nothing we 
do can measure up in any way to all He is. I tend to see her action as reflective of Kingdom truth. 
When we see Jesus unfettered, all of these qualities will show themselves quite readily. We will 
not have to poke, provoke, or prod ourselves into obedient worship. Let your giving and service 
be the result of the overflow. When we see Him, we will spontaneously combust into one 
glorious eternal act of unbridled and unadulterated worship of Him who alone is worthy. 
 
 

1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1723  
2 http://christianstudy.com/data/nt/luke_c10_v38-42b.html  
3 http://department.monm.edu/classics/Speel_Festschrift/vandewater.htm This is a very good article and well 
worth the short read. 
4 http://department.monm.edu/classics/Speel_Festschrift/vandewater.htm  
5 http://www.cresourcei.org/gospelshape.html “Biblical scholars have concluded that these differences between 
the Synoptic Gospels, which include not only content and arrangement, but also chronology, significant themes, 
and theological motifs point to each Gospel having its own particular theological emphasis. Each Gospel was 
likely written for a different community (or communities) of Faith at a different time and location to bring the 
Gospel witness to bear on the needs of that particular community.” 
6 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1723  
7 http://conservativetribune.com/last-words-of-21-christians/  
8 http://madworldnews.com/last-words-21-christians/  
9 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1723  
10 https://bible.org/seriespage/37-when-martha-was-mad-master-luke-1038-42  

                                                           


