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Date:  March 8, 2015 
Title:  Luke 10:25-37 
Text:  JESUS, the Generosity of God 
Theme: Jesus is God’s unexpected Hero who saves us from sin and death. 
 
Introduction:  
The parable of the Good Samaritan occurs only in Luke’s Gospel. It has many champions. It 
might very well be the most known parable of all parables. Many believe the text teaches us how 
to be a good neighbor and answers the question, “Who is my neighbor?” However, the text 
surprisingly is much fuller than such an understanding. 
 
There are a handful of initial thoughts guiding us in handling our present text. 
 
First, the first part of the passage (vv. 25-29) occurs in Matthew and Mark. Both, however, have 
Jesus providing the answer whereas Luke has the lawyer offering the response. This suggests 
the thought of loving God and loving others is a common answer to the question as to the Law’s 
intent.  
 
Second, the parable helps explain the questions asked in verses 26-29. The parable does not stand 
alone or apart from the initial dialogue. 
 
Third, although there are a number of threads present in our passage, the idea it wishes to 
convey is singular. Often the answer we are looking for is not the one provided. With this in 
mind, let us consider our text. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
SO FAR . . .  
JESUS, The Story of God (9:51-62) 
JESUS, Lord of the Harvest (10:1-24) 
JESUS, The Generosity of God (10:25-37) 
 
THE MISSION 

• 7 The scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if He healed on the Sabbath, so that they 
might find reason to accuse Him. . . 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do 
harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?” 10 After looking around at them all, He said to him, 
“Stretch out your hand!” And he did so; and his hand was restored. 11 But they themselves were filled 
with rage, and discussed together what they might do to Jesus. (Luke 6:7, 9-11) 

 

• for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. (Luke 9:56) 

 
Outline: 
 
Initially, we will ask ourselves the question, “What does this text mean for those who heard it 
first?” 
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I. What does this text mean for those who heard it first? 
 

A. A Lawyer asking questions (vv. 25-29) 
 
His motive for asking it stated, “Put Him to the test” (v. 25). The word for “testing” occurs four 
times in the New Testament. Jesus speaks of not “tempting/testing” God when addressing the 
Devil (Matt. 4:7; Luke 4:12). Paul uses the word for not “tempting/testing” Jesus and ties it to 
the bronze serpent event in Numbers 21:5, 6 (1 Cor. 10:9). 
 
The thought of watching Him with the desire to trip Him up is throughout Luke’s Gospel (6:7; 
11:53; 14:1; 19:47; 20:19, 20; 22:3-6). 
 
This lawyer did what the Bible forbids. He tempted/tested Jesus. 
 

• Jesus said unto him, “It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” (Matt. 4:7) {tempt: or, try, 
or, put to trial, or, proof} 
 

• And Jesus answering said unto him, “It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” (Luke 4:12) 
 

• And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” (Luke 10:25) 
 

• Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. (1 Cor. 10:9) 

 
Yet, before we judge him harshly, let us remember that there were many claiming to be 
“messiah” and it is the responsibility of the religious leadership to question and challenge their 
claims. They were guardians of the faith. 
 

1. Who are the lawyers? 
 
Lawyers are those who focused on the letters of the Law. They were experts in the biblical text. 
Luke 5:30 speaks of Pharisees and their scribes. The Pharisees labored in the letter of the Law 
and the scribes were experts in the letter of the Law, thus the alignment. 
 

• The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with 
the tax collectors and sinners?” (Luke 5:30) 

 
Lawyers aligned with the Pharisees (7:30; 14:3). Lawyers were oppressing people (11:45, 46). 
Jesus accuses them of not believing and keeping others from believing (11:52). 
 

• But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John. 
(Luke 7:30) 
 

• And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
(Luke 10:25) 
 

• 45 One of the lawyers said to Him in reply, “Teacher, when You say this, You insult us too.” 46 But He said, 
“Woe to you lawyers as well! For you weigh men down with burdens hard to bear, while you yourselves 
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will not even touch the burdens with one of your fingers.” . . . 52 “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken 
away the key of knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who were entering.” 
(Luke 11:45, 46, 52) 
 

• And Jesus answered and spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, 
or not?” (Luke 14:3) 

 
“Scribes, or lawyers, were experts in the Mosaic Law. They meticulously copied the Law and 
the other Scriptures, thus ensuring its continuity without change from generation to generation. 
They spent many hours studying the Law, together with the traditions-both oral and written-
and its interpretations and applications that had accumulated over the centuries. Because of this 
knowledge they were accorded great respect as authoritative teachers of the Law and were even 
recognized as judges who could administer it. With such an extensive responsibility, it can be 
readily understood why they were sometimes called ‘scribes’ other times ‘lawyers’ or ‘teachers 
of the law.’”1 
 
The word “scribe” is grammateus. A grammateus is a grammarian or “a writer, i.e. 
(professionally) scribe or secretary:--scribe, town-clerk.” 
 

• The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who 
can forgive sins, but God alone?” (Luke 5:21) 
 

• The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with 
the tax collectors and sinners?” (Luke 5:30) 
 

• The scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if He healed on the Sabbath, so that they 
might find reason to accuse Him. (Luke 6:7) 
 

• saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed and be raised up on the third day.” (Luke 9:22) 
 

• When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on 
many subjects, (Luke 11:53) 
 

• Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” (Luke 15:2) 
 

• And He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among 
the people were trying to destroy Him, (Luke 19:47) 
 

• On one of the days while He was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief 
priests and the scribes with the elders confronted Him, (Luke 20:1) 
 

• The scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on Him that very hour, and they feared the people; for 
they understood that He spoke this parable against them. (Luke 20:19) 
 

• Some of the scribes answered and said, "Teacher, You have spoken well.” (Luke 20:39) 
 

• “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in the market 
places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets,” (Luke 20:46) 
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• The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of 
the people. (Luke 22:2) 
 

• When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they led 
Him away to their council chamber, saying, . . . (Luke 22:66) 
 

• And the chief priests and the scribes were standing there, accusing Him vehemently. (Luke 23:10) 

 
Thus, he was well versed in the Law. 
 

2. Why this question? 
 
The question is common. It is the question everyone asks of themselves. It is part of our spiritual 
DNA. We know there is more than what we see. 
 
“On the surface the question is pointless. What can anyone do to inherit anything? Only legal 
heirs inherit.”2 
 
It is the same question asked by the Rich Young Ruler in Luke 18:18-34. 
 

• 18 A ruler questioned Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know the commandments, 
‘DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, 
HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’” 21 And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” 
22 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute 
it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 23 But when he had heard these 
things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 And Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it 
is for those who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They who heard it said, “Then who can 
be saved?” 27 But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.” 28 Peter 
said, “Behold, we have left our own homes and followed You.” 29 And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, 30 who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.” 31 Then 
He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are 
written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be handed over to 
the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they have scourged Him, they 
will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 34 But the disciples understood none of these things, 
and the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not comprehend the things that 
were said. (Luke 18:18-34) 

 
Because of his familiarity with the Law, he has already formulated his own answer.  
 
“Jesus answers the question using what is called the Socratic method; i.e., answering a question 

with a question: “He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?’” (Luke 

10:26). By referring to the Law, Jesus is directing the man to an authority they both would accept 

as truth, the Old Testament. In essence, He is asking the scribe, what does Scripture say about 

this and how does he interpret it? Jesus thus avoids an argument and puts Himself in the 

position of evaluating the scribe’s answer instead of the scribe evaluating His answer. This 
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directs the discussion towards Jesus’ intended lesson. The scribe answers Jesus’ question by 

quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.”3 

 
3. Why this initial answer? 

 
The lawyer responds by citing Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 
 

• You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
(Deut 6:5) 
 

• You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. (Lev. 19:18) 

 

As already noted, this same idea occurs throughout the Gospels and the Letters. 
 

• 34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves together. 
35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment 
in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “’YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost 
commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 On these 
two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” (Matt. 22:34-40) 

 

• 28 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked 
Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘HEAR, O ISRAEL! 
THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; 30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR 
STRENGTH.’ 31 The second is this, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 32 The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have truly stated 
that HE IS ONE, AND THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM; 33 AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE 
HEART AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE 
ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw 
that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that, 
no one would venture to ask Him any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

 
What is of interest is to see it occurrence in the Letters of the New Testament.  
 

• 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor 
to whom honor. 8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has 
fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU 
SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed 
up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. (Rom. 13:7-10) 

 

• 13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 
“YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take 
care that you are not consumed by one another. 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out 
the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for 
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. (Gal. 5:13-18) 
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• 8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one 
point, he has become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,” also said, “DO 
NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become 
a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For 
judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:8-
13) 

 
Such an action is impossible apart from loving God first. And we only love Him because He first 
loved us. 
 
The lawyer takes two elements of the Law and combines them into one statement. No one will 
argue with the answer provided. Jesus says to him, “You have answered correctly [orthos].” 
This is the orthodox answer.  
 

4. How are we to understand the Law? 
 
Jesus concludes, “Do this and you will live” (v. 28). This same principle occurs in several other 
passages in Luke.  
 

• 8 “Other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great.” . . . As 

He said these things, He would call out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 13 Those on the rocky soil 

are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a 

while, and in time of temptation fall away. 15 But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have 

heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.” (Luke 

8:8, 13-15) 

 

• But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God 
and do it.” (Luke 8:21) 

 

• But He said, “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.” (Luke 

11:28) 

 
The life offered must be synonymous / parallel with “eternal” life in verse 25. For a Jew, what 
is eternal life? Everlasting life is life in the land. Notice Genesis 17:7, 8; 48:4. Think of Jacob’s 
dying request (Gen. 49:28-33; 50:12-14). Think of Joseph’s dying request (Gen. 50:24, 25; Exod. 
13:19). 
 
One can hear the Law and not do the Law. We do not keep the Law by its rules and regulations. 
We keep the Law by believing the promise. The Law points to the promise. Although we speak 
of the Law killing, it is not the Law that kills. Sin kills and “it” took opportunity through the 
Law. 
 

• 7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know 
sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU 
SHALL NOT COVET.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me 
coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when 
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the commandment came, sin became alive and I died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, 
proved to result in death for me; 11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me 
and through it killed me. 12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 
13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in 
order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through 
the commandment sin would become utterly sinful. (Rom. 7:7-13) 

 
It is only when we view the Law as an end that we transform it into a platform for sin and death. 
The Law shows me my inability and brokenness, but it also shows me God’s graciousness and 
provision. Paul says the Law is my schoolmaster bringing me to Jesus (Gal. 4:1-11). The Law, 
like all shadow, cannot provide, it can only point. 
 
In the deportation of Israel under the Babylonians, an entire system evolved elevating the Letter 
of the Law and not the spirit of the Law. In the absence of a blood sacrifice, what were they to 
do? The conclusion was, “Obey.” By the way, many offer that same answer today when they are 
not rooted in Jesus. 
 
God knew we would break the Law thus wove into the Law is the sacrificial system and feast 
days calling them into daily alignment with His Story of redemption and joy. The Psalmists 
reflect this cycle when they speak of His Word being more precious than gold and sweeter than 
honey. 
 

• 1 The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 2 Day 
to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 
Their voice is not heard. 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of 
the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber; 
It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens, And its circuit to the 
other end of them; And there is nothing hidden from its heat. 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring 
the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD 
is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 10 They are 
more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the 
honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who 
can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults. 13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; 
Let them not rule over me; Then I will be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression. 14 Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and 
my Redeemer. (Ps. 19:1-14) 

 
The lawyer ran into problems (v. 29) because he tried to outthink God and justify himself. Self-
justification is never a good idea.  
 

• And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your 
hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.” (Luke 16:15) 
 

• 9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like 
other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.’” (Luke 18:9-11) 
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• 2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 3 For not 
knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to 
the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
(Rom. 10:2-4) 

 

The Law or obedience does not cause righteousness. Jesus grants to us His righteousness. He 
declares us blameless before the Father because of the work of another. Any time we seek to 
justify ourselves apart from Jesus alone, we are doomed for failure. 
 
The Lawyer is thinking “I got this.” He believed he was keeping the Law. Unfortunately, Jesus 
is about to expose his failure and show him the generosity of God in an unexpected HERO. 
 
“The answer is given in a command for an open-ended life-style that requires unlimited and 
unqualified love for God and people. Clearly the very law which the lawyer quotes sets a 
standard that no one can fully reach.”4 It is for this reason Peter responds in Luke 18:26, “Who 
then can be saved?” 
 

B. A Rabbi offering an answer (vv. 30-37) 
 
There are perhaps two ways of approaching this parable. First, unlike anyone else, God meets 
us in our need. He is the Samaritan and we are the broken and abused. Second, Jesus is the one 
cast aside and left for dead and only these despised Samaritans are responding to Him. 
 

1. The scenario (v. 30) 
 
The journey from Jerusalem to Jericho was notorious for being dangerous. He is using a 
commonly known and understood scenario.  
 
“The straight-line distance from Jericho to Jerusalem is 15 miles. It winds a hazardous path from 

800 feet below sea level to 2,500 feet above sea level – an elevation of 3,300 feet. It was, at one 

time a dangerous road to travel, frought with rugged terrain and the fear of marauding 

bandits.”5 

 

An unnamed and unidentified individual became the victim of ruthless robbers. They assaulted 
him. Many are our enemies/sins. 
 
In their theology, harm came to those who deserved it. The mindset is noted in Luke 16:19 with 
the Rich man and Lazarus. It is also noted in Luke 13:1, 2 with those who died at the hand of 
Pilate. The opposite is taught in Luke 1:6, 7 where we learn of Zacharias and Elizabeth being 
righteous but barren. 
 
This unnamed and unidentified individual must be a sinner to have encountered such a fate. 
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2. The cast (vv. 31-33) 
 
When Jesus introduces us to the various characters, there are only a handful of responses 
possible. First, if you are a Jew, priest, or Levite, you are furious. This response is typical of our 
text. 
 

• 28 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things; 29 and they got 
up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in 
order to throw Him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, He went His way. (Luke 4:28-30) 
 

• 10 After looking around at them all, He said to him, “Stretch out your hand!” And he did so; and his hand 
was restored. 11 But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they might do to 
Jesus. (Luke 6:10, 11) 
 

• 53 When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on 
many subjects, 54 plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say. (Luke 11:53, 54) 
 

• 20 So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they might catch Him 
in some statement, so that they could deliver Him to the rule and the authority of the governor. . . 26 And 
they were unable to catch Him in a saying in the presence of the people; and being amazed at His answer, 
they became silent. (Luke 20:20, 26) 

 

Second, we might assume there is another response wrought by the Holy Spirit convicting them 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to come (John 16:8). We see this in Peter, John the 
Baptist, the Centurion, and others. 
 
Perhaps a final response happens in the Samaritans themselves. Remember, Luke speaks of the 
Samaritans only three times and all three occurrences happen while traveling through Samaria. 
The Jewish Rabbi speaks of them favorably. Such treatment catches them off guard. But the 
impact on them is significant. It is the response in John 4.  
 

• 25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One 
comes, He will declare all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 27 At this point 
His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with a woman, yet no one said, 
“What do You seek?” or, “Why do You speak with her?” 28 So the woman left her waterpot, and went into 
the city and said to the men, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not 
the Christ, is it?” 30 They went out of the city, and were coming to Him. 31 Meanwhile the disciples were 
urging Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33 So the disciples were saying to one another, “No one brought Him anything to eat, did he?” 34 Jesus said 
to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. 35 Do you not say, 
‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look 
on the fields, that they are white for harvest. 36 Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering 
fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 For in this case the 
saying is true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; 
others have labored and you have entered into their labor.” 39 From that city many of the Samaritans 
believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all the things that I have 
done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed 
there two days. 41 Many more believed because of His word; 42 and they were saying to the woman, "It is 
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this 
One is indeed the Savior of the world." (John 4:25-42) 
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Jesus casts a wide net and He saves all who believe.  
 

a. Who are the priests? 
 
“The passage to which reference is made is the story of the good Samaritan. In short, all priests 
are Levites, selected from the tribe of Levi, but not all Levites are priests. Those Levites who 
were not priests assigned duties connected with the tabernacle (Numbers 3-4). They assisted the 
priests (Numbers 1:50; 3:6, 8; 16:9; 1 Chronicles 9:22, 26f; 23:2-4, 28; Ezra 3:8-9), they prepared 
the cereal offerings (1 Chronicles 23:28-32), and they cared for the courts and the chambers of 
the sanctuary. Later, the Levites were involved in interpreting the law and thus functioned as 
teachers (Nehemiah 8:7, 9; 2 Chronicles 17:7-7; 35:3).”6 
 
Thus, priests oversaw the sacrifices/service and Levites oversaw the physical furniture of the 
Tabernacle/Temple. 
 

b. Who are the Levites? 
 
The Levites occur only here in Luke’s Gospel. Our Lord’s genealogy mentions Levi in Luke 3:24, 
29.  
 

c. Who are the Samaritans? 
 
We have already noted the animosity and alienation existing between the Jews and the 
Samaritans. 
 

3. The response (vv. 31-36) 
 

a. By the priest 
 
There is perhaps concern on his part of becoming ceremonially unclean. During this period the 
oral law had made the means of becoming ceremonially unclean lengthy.  
 

b. By the Levite 
 
The Levite perhaps followed the example of the Priest. 
 
Both the priest and Levite saw the situation and crossed the street. There excuses for doing so 
were probably reasonable. Both were busy serving the Lord. Who would argue that either one 
was wrong in their ministry. Both ministries were valid, but both missed the mission. Friend, 
we are like the priests and Levites. We make our ministry a sacred cow and in doing so we lose 
sight of His mission. The mission is not what you do for God; the mission is what God does for 
you. Nothing you do can cause the blind to see and the deaf to hear. Nothing you do can cleanse 
the leper and give life to the dead. Only Jesus does this. Jesus saves sinners. Do not allow the 
good to take the place of the best. Do not allow the ministry to rob you of the mission. 
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c. By the Samaritan 
 
The Mishna declares, “He that eats the bread of the Samaritans is like to one that eats the flesh 
of swine.”7 
 
A modern day equivalent for us might be, “A pastor of a church came on this individual and 
passed by the other side.  A congregant of this church came on this individual and passed by 
the other side. Then the chair of the LGBT committee for cultural equality in your community 
came on the same individual and was deeply moved, cared for him, and cover all of their 
medical expenses without expecting anything in return.” 
 
There is something here that grates us.  
 
The unexpected Hero in our Parable is the Samaritan. 
The Jews were looking for their Messiah, their Hero.  
They did not expect to find him in JESUS. 
 
The Samaritan did not go to the temple in Jerusalem and offer sacrifice. He went to Mt. Gerizim 
and served “God” at an aberrant site. He failed to keep the laws and guidelines established by 
the religious leaders in Israel, but he kept the very spirit of the Law they claimed to observe. 
Although considered by Jews as non-Jews, “He is not a gentile. He is bound by the same Torah 
that also tells him that his neighbor is his countryman and kinsman.”8 
 
The Samaritan loved his enemies (Luke 6:27-36). He gave to one who could not repay him (Luke 
14:12-24). He did what Jesus exhorted us to do. There is no explanation for his generosity. He 
gave because of his mercy and grace. 
 
The denarii is a day’s wage for a laborer. We are not told if the Samaritan is a person of means 
although he does have a way of transporting the unnamed and unidentified individual. 
 

4. The Question (v. 36) 
 
 

5. The Exhortation (v. 37) 
 
By the response of the lawyer, I believe he had an “aha” moment. God met him in his arrogance 
and self-righteousness and the Spirit of God crushed his heart and turned him to Jesus. The 
lawyer swallowed his pride and bowed his knee before Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. 

 
“There is no need to assign the lawyer an adversarial role. In fact, the text suggests otherwise. 
He calls Jesus ‘teacher,’ respectfully. And Jesus engages him as an equal, responding to the 
lawyer's first question with a question. Jesus agrees with the answer. Jesus responds to the 
second question with a story followed by a question, and again the lawyer and Jesus are in 
agreement. It does not seem that Jesus takes the lawyer's ‘test’ as that of an antagonist. The 
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observation is important, because most interpretations read this well-known episode, recorded 
only in Luke, presuming a contentious relationship between Jesus and the lawyer. But Luke's 
Jesus does not dismiss the Law or its teachers. When there are controversies over the Law, Jesus 
argues within the rubrics of legal debate, not against it.”9 
 
Today, the Holy Spirit desires to crush your heart and show you how worthless you are in your 
self-righteous and turn you to the only one who can clothed you in forgiveness. He reaches out 
and invites you to partake of His mercy in the person and work of Jesus. He finds you broken 
and left for dead, He cradles you in His strong arms, and He brings healing and comfort to your 
weak and wounded spirit. He alone will cover all of your expenses. No matter what you spend, 
Jesus will cover the cost. Hallelujah! 
 
Our text tells us the Samaritan had compassion. The word compassion [splagchnizomai] occurs 
three times in Luke’s Gospel (7:13; 10:33; 15:20). Matthew uses it often and its occurrences are 
worth noting (Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27, 33; 20:30, 31, 34). 
 

a. What is mercy [eleos]? 
 

• And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. (Luke 1:50) 
 

• He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; (Luke 1:54) 
 

• And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they 
rejoiced with her. (Luke 1:58) 
 

• To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; (Luke 1:72) 
 

• Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, (Luke 1:78) 
{tender...: or, bowels of the mercy} {dayspring: or, sunrising, or, branch} 
 

• And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. (Luke 
10:37) 

 
Merciful [oiktirmon] 
 

• Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. (Luke 6:36) 

 
The only other time this word occurs is in James 5:11. 
 

• Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end 
of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. (James 5:11) 

 
And the only time the noun form of this word occurs is in Romans 9:15. 
 

• For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy [eleeo] on whom I will have mercy [eleeo], and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion. (Rom. 9:15) 

 
Merciful [hilaskomai] 
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• And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (Luke 18:13) 

 
The only other time this word occurs is in Hebrews 2:17 for reconciliation. 
 

• Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. (Heb. 2:17) 

 
Although the following quote is extensive, the author does such a fine job of laying it out that 
we will consider it in its entirety. 
 
“The verb hilaskomai, which is translated ‘to make propitiation’ in Hebrews 2:17, appears 12 
times in the Septuagint (Hatch-Redpath, 684). Three of those times, it translates the Hebrew verb 
kaphar, itself usually translated ‘to make atonement.’ The Hebrew verb kaphar originally meant 
‘to cover’ or perhaps ‘to wash away’ (TDNT, Vol. III, 302). By biblical times, however, it 
generally meant ‘to forgive’ (IDB, Vol. 1, 310). Interestingly, the Septuagint never uses 
hilaskomai in the active sense of someone ‘making propitiation’ or ‘making atonement.’ It 
always uses this verb in the passive sense, either of God being favorably disposed toward 
someone, or of not being favorably disposed toward someone. Wherever the Septuagint uses 
hilaskomai, English Bibles regularly say ‘forgive’ or ‘pardon.’ When the tax-collector in Jesus’ 
parable begs for mercy, Luke uses hilaskomai in that same passive sense to report the fact (Luke 
18:13). However, exilaskomai, a more intensive form of hilaskomai (the verb used in Hebrews 
2:17), appears nearly 90 times in the Septuagint. More than 75 of those times, this second (almost 
identical) verb also translates the usual Hebrew verb for making atonement (Hatch-Redpath, 
495-496). In the places where the Septuagint uses this intensive verb form (exilaskomai), English 
Bibles almost always say ‘make atonement.’ Given this background in the Greek Old Testament, 
it is not surprising that some English versions translate Hebrews 2:17 to say that Jesus Christ 
made ‘atonement’ (NIV) or ‘a sacrifice of atonement’ (NRSV) instead of saying that he made 
‘propitiation.’”10 
 
II. What does this text tells us about Jesus? 

 
A. First, Jesus is the fulfillment of the entire Old Testament. Jesus fulfills the Law and in 
fulfilling the Law, the Law is done away. 

 
It is the same question asked of the Apostle Peter by those present on the Day of Pentecost in 
Acts 2:37, 38. 
 

• 37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:37, 
38) 

 
It is of interest to hear the same kind of question asked by the jailor in Philippi of the Apostle 
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Paul in Acts 16:30, 31. 
 

• 30 and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They said, “Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” (Acts 16:30, 31) 

 
In the gospels, prior to His death, burial, and resurrection, Jesus turns people to the Law. After 
His death, burial, and resurrection, His apostles turn people to Jesus. 
 

B. Second, the mission of Jesus is bigger than your personal ministry. 
 

C. Third, the grace and mercy of Jesus knows no limit. Its only criteria is need. 
 

1. His love for us (v. 33). 
 
COMPASSION, Deep felt, “Gut” feeling. Three times in Luke (7:13; 10:33; 15:20). Notice 
Matthew’s use (9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27, 33; 20:30, 31, 34). 
 

2. His care of us (v. 34). 
 
“But of far greater consequence is the costly demonstration of unexpected love that we see in 
the actions of the Samaritan. He appears suddenly and unexpectedly from the outside and acts 
to save. The traditional leaders of the community fail, yet God’s agent arrives to ‘bind up the 
wounds’ of the sufferer.”11 
 

3. His generosity toward us (v. 35). 
 
You cannot outspend God. 
You can never sin in such a way as to alienate yourself from the love and care of God. 
What is your sin that you are so ashamed of? 
What sin is so great that if people knew, you would leave this church and never come back? 
 

On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, “Take care of him; and 
whatever more you spend, when I return I will repay you.” (Luke 10:35) 

 

• There is no explanation in our text for His generosity. He gave because of His mercy and 
grace. 

• The sin you find so shameful is the very sin Jesus died to pay. 

• There is nothing you can do to pay Him back. 

• There is nothing you can do to undo His generosity or stop Him from being generous. 

• The appeal in verse 37 was to expose the failure of the Lawyer and the contrasting 
generosity of God. 

• He thought he was doing all that was required of him. 
  



15 

 

 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
III. What does this text mean for us who hear it now? 

 
A. First, our answer to the question, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” We can only 
answer, “Believe in the Lord Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.” 

 
B. Second, His mission is bigger than your ministry. Stop making ministry about you. 

 
C. Third, no matter how far you have fallen, God’s mercy and grace is greater. He will 
always meet you in your need.   

 
1. You are not as good as you think. 
2. God is far more loving, caring, and generous than you could possibly imagine. 
3. Stop thinking you can, because you can’t. 
4. Learn to be generous for you are only a steward of God’s generosity. 

 
“Our weaknesses are not in the way of ministry, our delusions of strength are.” 

Paul Tripp – LIBERATE 2015 
 
The gospel is still the answer to the question. It does not matter where you are. The provision of 
God catches you in your justification and in your sanctification. You can never do for yourself 
what God alone does. 
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