
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 22, 2015 
Title:  JESUS, the Story of God 
Text:  Luke 9:51-62 
Theme: God’s redemptive activity changes everything about our lives. 
 
Introduction:  
Many of us have experienced the anticipation attached to a significant vacation. Much planning 
takes place, and scheduling and details fill the days prior to departure. It is as if nothing else 
matters. The one thing necessary is to make sure everything is ready. 
 
Our Lord’s redemptive work is such an event. It colored His days. 
 
I. The Story controlled how He planned His days (v. 51). 

 
Our text speaks of “days” and “ascension.” We know His defining work is quickly approaching: 
His Ascension 
 
The word “ascension” occurs only here in the noun form [analepsis]. The verb form 
[analambano] however, occurs in thirteen passages. 
 

• So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand 
of God. (Mark 16:19) 
 

• Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments 
unto the apostles whom he had chosen: (Acts 1:2) 
 

• Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken 

up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. (Acts 1:11) 
 

• Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be 
ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. (Acts 1:22) 
 

• And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the 
Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim. 
3:16) 

 
It is used of receiving someone (Acts 20:13, 14; 23:31; 2 Tim. 4:11) and of receiving false gods 
(Acts 7:43). It is used of Peter’s vision (Acts 10:16). It is also used by the apostle Paul for taking 
up the armor of God and the shield of faith (Eph. 6:13, 16). Of its thirteen occurrences, Luke uses 
the word seven times, Mark once, and Paul four times. Five of those uses refer to our Lord’s 
ascension into heaven. With the noun, the total is six. 

 
What is of interest is the referencing of His ascension before His death and burial. Jesus knew 
how all this would “end.” This is part of Hebrews 12:2 where we read the following words, 
“Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.” He saw past the pain and suffering to the reward and joy. 
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The NASB uses the word sumpleroo for “approaching.” It occurs three times in the New 
Testament and only in Luke’s writings (Luke 8:23; 9:51; Acts 2:1). It speaks of a boat so full of 
water that it is about to be swamped. It describes the Day of Pentecost and occurs in our present 
text. 
 

• But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled 
with water, and were in jeopardy. (Luke 8:23) 
 

• And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go 
to Jerusalem, (Luke 9:51) 
 

• And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. (Acts 2:1) 

 
This verse is inaugural. It is the start of a shift from Galilee to Jerusalem. In the first eight 
chapters, there is a concentration of miracles. After chapter nine, miracles appear to recede and 
instruction mounts.  
 
Throughout the Gospel of Luke, His miracles identify Him. Yet, His miracles do not define Him. 
The work for which He came defines Him. The Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) and the Blood Picture 
(Gen. 3:21) are why He came.  
 
From the moment He was born, the prophecy defined His every step.  
 
This text reaches past the cross, past His resurrection, and all of the way to His ascension. His 
ascension takes place forty days after His resurrection and ten days before Pentecost. It is this 
mindset that enables us to understand Hebrews 12:2 where we read “for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross.” 
 
Luke speaks of Jerusalem and Jesus twice prior to this text and that is in chapters two and four. 
Now we know that Jesus went to Jerusalem every year to keep Passover. But listen to the careful 
movement noted by Luke as our Lord heads toward Jerusalem for the fulfilling of His purpose. 
 

• who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to accomplish at 

Jerusalem. (Luke 9:31) 

 

• And He was passing through from one city and village to another, teaching, and proceeding on His way 

to Jerusalem. (Luke 13:22) 

 

• Nevertheless I must journey on today and tomorrow and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet 

would perish outside of Jerusalem. (Luke 13:33) 

 

• While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee. (Luke 17:11) 

 

• Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things 

which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished.” (Luke 18:31) 

 

• After He had said these things, He was going on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:28) 
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• When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, (Luke 19:41) 

 

• And when he learned that He belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also 

was in Jerusalem at that time. (Luke 23:7) 

 
However, Luke carefully accents His redemptive work by speaking of this “determination.” 
Luke will use this word in 16:26 and in 22:32. In Luke 16:26, it describes the unpassable gulf 
between heaven and hell. In addition, Luke 22:32 describe the resolve Peter is to have once 
restored toward the other disciples. 
 
It carries the thought of “fixing” something, of setting it fast. It has the idea of setting an anchor, 
or laying down a pivot, a fixed point from which everything radiates outward. Who Jesus is and 
what He was about to do was the fixed point from which everything else radiated outward.  
 
“The phrase ‘set his face’ is unique to Luke and suggests Jesus' resolute and single-minded 
purpose toward his destiny. It signals a transition to this long central section of the gospel and 
also recalls themes announced earlier. Jerusalem has a prominent place in Luke. Luke begins 
and ends in the temple in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the location of Jesus' death but also his 
resurrection and ascension. Acts begins in Jerusalem with Jesus' ascension and the Pentecost 
story.”1 
 
It is impossible to avoid the cross. 
 
Friends, this is equally true for us. The Story controls how we plan our days. It does not matter 
how you order your life; the cross is unavoidable. You and I can “hear the Word and go on our 
way, but have that Word choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and as a 
result does not bring fruit to maturity.” Yet the cross still stands. 
 
Listen to what Jesus says in Luke 8:4-21. You and I may do whatever we wish, yet the Story is 
always defining our present. What we need to do is realize how that one Story controls 
everything about us. We already know the Story. Our problem is keeping it in our minds. It is 
what defines our days. It shapes our plans. Plans are things we make concerning the future. In 
your planning as you order your days know this, the cross is already there. 
 
The second thing we confront occurs in verses 52-56. 
 
II. The Story controlled how He viewed others (vv. 52-56). 

 

Let us first mark the setting. Throughout Luke’s story, the crowds are impressive. The text 

suggests those with Jesus required prior preparation when entering a village. 

 

Now let us consider the second salient feature of this paragraph.  
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The Story controlled how He viewed others. The issue is not how the Samaritans did not receive 

Him, but rather how His disciples were ready to burn the village to the ground.2 There is tension 

between the Jews and the Samaritans. The Jews viewed Samaritans as half-breeds. The tension 

was historical. The tension was racial. In addition, the tension was spiritual. 

 

Historically, it goes all the way back to the days of King Solomon and the way his son, 

Rehoboam treated Jeroboam. The year is 933BC and the dividing of Israel.  

 

Racially, it is the repopulating of Samaria by those taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 

722BC. Those removed from the land inter-married with non-Jews and the Jews rejected their 

offspring.  

 

Spiritually, the Samaritans established their own place of worship on Mt. Gerizim.  

 

“The Samaritans say that Mount Gerizim was the original Holy Place of Israel from the time that 
Joshua conquered Israel. The major issue between Jews and Samaritans has always been the 
location of the chosen place to worship God; Jerusalem according to the Jewish faith or Mount 
Gerizim according to the Samaritan version.”3 
 

• 20 “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men 

ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:20-24) 

 
The day is coming when the worship of God will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 
 

There was significant tension between the Jews and the Samaritans. Without wanting to bring 

too much into our text, think about John 4:9 when Jesus spoke with the woman at the well. Think 

about the response of the Jews who accuse Jesus of being a Samaritan and having a devil (John 

8:48). Think about our Lord’s instruction to the twelve when He tells them not to go into the 

way of the Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans (Matt. 10:5). His ministry was first to the 

Jews and then to the Gentiles. Friend, there are deep-seated issues between the Jews and the 

Samaritans. However, here is where the Story takes an unexpected twist. Three times Luke’s 

Gospel references the Samaritans. They occur in our current text than in 10:33 and finally 17:16. 

 

Chapter 10 speaks of the Good Samaritan. Chapter 17 speaks of the healing of the ten lepers and 

only one returning to give thanks and he was a Samaritan. 

 
• But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion 

on him, (Luke 10:33) 

 

• And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. (Luke 17:16) 
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This pushes against the animosity the Jews and Samaritans had toward each other. Notice the 

response of the disciples when rebuffed by the Samaritans. 

 
• 54 When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come 

down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know 

what kind of spirit you are of; 56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save 

them.” And they went on to another village. (Luke 9:54-56) 

 

This is our Lord’s message in 5:30, 31 and 19:10. 

 
• 30 The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink 

with the tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well 

who need a physician, but those who are sick.” (Luke 5:30, 31) 

 

• “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

 

God’s Story of redeeming sinners in the person and work of Jesus Christ is the core of the Story. 

 

Somehow, the disciples of Jesus were willing to see the people of Samaria turned into ash. 

Consider the larger context of our text in Luke 9:46-50. 

 
• 46 An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing what 

they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him by His side, 48 and said to them, “Whoever 

receives this child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the 

one who is least among all of you, this is the one who is great.” 49 John answered and said, “Master, we saw 

someone casting out demons in Your name; and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow along 

with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you.” (Luke 

9:46-50) 

 

This text is reminisce of 2 Kings 1:10-15. 
 

• 10 Elijah replied to the captain of fifty, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume 
you and your fifty.” Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty. 11 So he again sent 
to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he said to him, “O man of God, thus says the king, ‘Come 
down quickly.’” 12 Elijah replied to them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and 
consume you and your fifty.” Then the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty. 13 So he again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. When the third captain of fifty went up, he 
came and bowed down on his knees before Elijah, and begged him and said to him, “O man of God, please 
let my life and the lives of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight. 14 Behold fire came down 
from heaven and consumed the first two captains of fifty with their fifties; but now let my life be precious 
in your sight.” 15 The angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.” So he 
arose and went down with him to the king. (2 Kings 1:10-15) 

 

Often, we reflect this same attitude.  
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Do we not dismiss people because of past hurts? Perhaps we do not see ourselves as racist, but 

are we concerned about the souls of those who come from a different ethnicity? Perhaps we see 

our own “style of worship” as significantly superior to those who express themselves differently 

than us. Friend, the Story includes all of this. The Story changes our history, our ethnicity, and 

our spirituality. In Jesus, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, male nor female for we 

are all one in Christ. 

 
• There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 

all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3:28) 

 

If the first thought we have toward the LGBT is to consign them the hottest place in hell, we 

have a problem. 

If the first thought we have toward the radical Muslim is to kill them all, we have a problem. 

If the first thought we have toward the political liberal is to think they are god-haters, we have 

a problem. 

 

Friend, the Story is bigger than our national loyalties, our political alliances, and our 

ecclesiastical idiosyncrasies. Friend, the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but 

to save them. 

 

The issue is not God’s hatred toward those with whom we disagree, but rather our violent and 

non-redemptive attitude toward those for whom Christ died. 

 

The final point this text provides us occurs in verses 57-62. 

 

III. The Story controlled how He viewed one’s affections (vv. 57-62). 
 
Often, when we read this text we cast it in the negative. The assumption we make is those 
addressed do not follow. Often we label this text, “The cost of Discipleship.” Friend, the gospel 
changes everything. This text does not offer us the conclusion of the dialogue. Part of our 
difficulty is to see three different areas instead of seeing one over-arching idea. The single truth 
this event communicates is how there is a single Story and at the center is Jesus who commands 
our affections. 
 

We must view the area of application in its proximity to the cross. There are certain details that 
prohibit us from drilling down too deeply. Yet, the larger idea is directly applicable.  
 

“In two out of three of these encounters, Jesus makes reference to the ‘kingdom of God.’ In God's 
kingdom, traditional loyalties get re-arranged.”4 
 

The culmination of God’s Story controls our Lord’s response. Verse 51 says the time has come. 
 

Jesus changes our affections. Throughout his gospel, he references hating one’s mother and 
father or having your family turn on you.  
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• 19 And His mother and brothers came to Him, and they were unable to get to Him because of the crowd. 20 

And it was reported to Him, “Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, wishing to see You.” 
21 But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God 
and do it.” (Luke 8:19-21) 

 

• “They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
(Luke 12:53) 

 

• “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26) 

 
What Jesus speaks of does not violate the Law. 
 

• “You know the commandments, ‘DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT STEAL, 
DO NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.’” (Luke 18:20) 

 
The take away is not “hate your parents.” The take away is that the overriding object of your 
affection is God. Salvation loves God more than self. 
 
This is how life altering the gospel has on our lives. The gospel affects our planning, our 
treatment of others, and our affections. The only question today is, “Do we believe the Gospel?” 
 
“As ploughing requires an eye intent on the furrow to be made, and is marred the instant one 
turns about, so will they come short of salvation who prosecute the work of God with a 
distracted attention, a divided heart. Though the reference seems chiefly to ministers, the 
application is general. The expression ‘looking back’ has a manifest reference to ‘Lot's wife’ (Ge 
19:26; and see on Lu 17:32). It is not actual return to the world, but a reluctance to break with it. 
(Also see on Mt 8:21.)”5 
 
Shepherding the Sheep (What is the NEXT STEP) 
 
1. God’s Story is to control our story. 
 
Our Father who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your kingdom come and your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
 
2. God’s Story is to control our love for others. 
 
Father, not my will, but your will. Teach me to pray for my enemies and for those who 
despitefully use me. 
 
3. God’s Story is to control our affections. 
 
Teach me to deny myself, take up my cross, and follow you. 
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1 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=623  
2 “In reading the text in this manner, the point of the story is clearly not some rejection of Jesus by the Samaritans, but 

rather Jesus' rejection of the kind of deep-seated prejudice expressed by his disciples against the Samaritans.” 

http://girardianlectionary.net/res/pjn_luke9_1999.htm  
3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans#cite_note-6  
4 http://www.progressiveinvolvement.com/progressive_involvement/2010/06/lectionary-blogging-luke-9-5162.html  
5 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/jamieson/jfb.xi.iii.x.html  

                                                           


