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The Season of Easter begins February 15 and runs through Easter Sunday 

[April 5]. If one were to exclude Sundays, there are approximately 40 

days. However, if one were to count the Sundays and extend the Season 

by one Sunday [April 12], there are 54 days.  

 

What is the significance of the number of 54? Well, did you know?  

 

• Fewest points in an NBA playoff game: Chicago (96), Utah (54), 

June 7, 1998 

• The New York Rangers won the Stanley Cup in 1994, 54 years 

after their previous Cup win. It is the longest drought in the 

trophy's history. 

• For years car number 54 was driven by NASCAR's Lennie Pond. 

More recently, it is known as the Nationwide Series car number 

for Kyle Busch. 

• A score of 54 in golf is colloquially referred to as a perfect round. 

This score has never been achieved in competition. 

• The number used when a player is defeated 3 games in a row in 

racquetball. 

• A Rubik's Cube has 54 colored squares 

 

As interesting as those points might be, there is no biblical significance 

behind the number 54.  It is simply the number of days extending from 

February 15 through April 12.  
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Our intent is to use this period to place ourselves back into the Story of 

God. God has written a single Story and at the center of this Story is Jesus 

Christ. You are encouraged to use this short aid to read through the 

Gospel of Luke and to prepare your heart and mind for the coming 

Sundays leading up to and through Easter Sunday.  

 

The early believers, both those under the First Covenant and those under 

the New Covenant, heard and read the Scripture in community. Individual 



 

copies were almost unheard of except for the very rich. Our desire for the 

next 54 DAYS is for you to find a group of individuals of at least two and 

up to six to meet once a week and read the assigned chapters from the 

Gospel of Luke. With each reading there is a set of five simple questions. 

The questions do not change from week to week. You can read the text 

at your home, but the intent is to have the text read out loud as a group 

and then discuss what was read. 

 

For further explanation, you can go to http://www.biblica.com/en-us/cbe/. 

 

Regardless of whether you are able to meet as a group, please take the 

time to immerse yourself in the Gospel of Luke as we JOURNEY TO 

JERUSALEM in preparation for PASSION WEEK.  

 

Space is available on each page to jot down thoughts, comments, and 

insights.  May God the Holy Spirit use His Word to do what only He can 

do. 

 

We are together for the gospel,  

 

 

 

Pastor Pat



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 18, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 9:51 When the days were 

approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem; 52 

and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a 

village of the Samaritans to make arrangements for Him. 53 But they did 

not receive Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 

 

Q & A 

Q1 What is “His ascension”? 

Q2 Why was Jesus determined to go to Jerusalem? 

Q3 Why did the people of Samaria reject Him? How do Luke 10:33 and 

17:16 shape our understanding of the Samaritan? 

 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE – Luke 1:1-20 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "If Jesus said we're free, we ought to accept His 

declaration at face value and run with it. It ought to help us define 

ourselves. But it doesn't. Christians will do almost anything to get away 

from the simple meaning of the word and the wonderful experience of 

freedom. Something about freedom scares us to death. We continue in 

our bondage ~ and that is a major tragedy. It's a tragedy because Christ 

went to so much trouble to set us free. It is a tragedy because there is so 

much more to being a Christian than obeying rules, doing religious 

things, and being ‘nice’. And it is a tragedy because our heritage is 

freedom." [Steve Brown, A Scandalous Freedom, 7] 

ANSWERS 

A1 Jesus ascended to heaven 40 days after His resurrection. 

A2 His death in Jerusalem is part of God’s grand Story to save His people from their sins. 

A3 Jews considered Samaritans a mixed line and treated them poorly. By going to Jerusalem, 

Jesus was rejecting their holy site, Mt. Gerizim. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 19, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 9:54 When His disciples James and 

John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come 

down from heaven and consume them?" 55 But He turned and rebuked 

them, and said, "You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 56 for 

the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." 

And they went on to another village. 

 

Q & A 

Q1 How might we see the same kind of spirit in His disciples in our 

attitude toward others? Look at Luke 9:49, 50 and 11:23 add to our 

thought in verse 54? 

Q2 Although there was no “fire,” was there still judgment on the people. 

Moreover, if so, in what way? 

 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE – Luke 1:21-56 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "Before I gave up, I spent half of my time trying 

to do something I couldn't do, and the other half of my time trying to 

convince others that I had done it. It is called hypocrisy, and it's quite 

human and quite injurious to your sanity...as well as your freedom. That's 

why I gave it up. One of my problems is that I like to be liked. I spend most 

of my social and professional life around Christians, so it is mostly 

Christians I want to please. Any ‘real’ Christian must say and do certain 

things, thus ensuring acceptance by the Christian community. You have 

to subscribe to a certain standard, and live reasonably close to it; you 

must use certain catchwords popular in the Christian community; and you 

must never express doubts or ask questions." [Steve Brown, A Scandalous 

Freedom,64, 65] 

ANSWERS 

A1  A pitiable attitude toward those who treat us poorly. 

A2  They left the one village and went to another village. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 20, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 9:57 As they were going along the 

road, someone said to Him, "I will follow You wherever You go." 58 And 

Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." 59 And He said 

to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, permit me first to go and bury 

my father." 

Q & A 

Q1 What does it mean to “follow Jesus?” Is following different from 

discipleship? 

Q2 What does the Lord mean by His responses? Is His response 

consistent with Luke 9:23-27? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 1:57-80 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - In all my years as a Christian, I have never heard 

anyone say, "I've had it! I am sick to death of the love and grace of God. 

I'm sick of other Christians loving and accepting me. I'm giving up this 

Christian life." No I've never heard that. But I couldn't count the number 

of Christians I've known who have given up because of being under law, 

who have been broken by the crushing burden of trying to be good 

enough to earn God's acceptance, who have been mangled by the 

competition, the judging, and the demands to conform to some group's 

standards. "We'll accept you if you look like, walk like, talk like, and act 

like us." And the implication is always, "And God will, too." So what are 

we to do? [Bob George, FREE FROM THE YOKE OF SLAVERY] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  To believe He is your Savior from sin and death. 

A2  He alone and only can be your Savior from sin and death. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 21, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 9:60 But He said to him, "Allow the 

dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere 

the kingdom of God." 61 Another also said, "I will follow You, Lord; but 

first permit me to say good-bye to those at home." 62 But Jesus said to 

him, "No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit 

for the kingdom of God." 

Q & A 

Q1 What message were those who follow Him to proclaim? 

Q2 Look at Luke 14:25-35; 8:19-21 and 12:53. How do those passages 

contribute to our understanding of this passage? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 2:1-20 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “To focus on how I'm doing more than what 

Christ has done is Christian narcissism” [Tullian Tchividjian, Jesus + 

Nothing = Everything] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  The Kingdom of God 

A2  No, we cannot be saved in any other way than the way provided by Him. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 22, 2015 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 9:51-62 

 

 

Q & A 

Q1 How important is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the 

completion of the Blood Picture to Jesus. 

Q2 Explain how the Story might shape one’s own life. 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 2:21-40 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Silent solitude makes true speech possible and 

personal. If I am not in touch with my own belovedness, then I cannot touch 

the sacredness of others. If I am estranged from myself, I am likewise a 

stranger to others.” [Brennan Manning, Abba's Child: The Cry of the Heart 

for Intimate Belonging]. 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  The Story defines His Work. 

A2 Everything in one’s life should be seen as the outworking of God’s great redemptive Story. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 23, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:1 Now after this the Lord 

appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every 

city and place where He Himself was going to come. 2 And He was saying 

to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 

beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 3 

Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no 

money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way."  

 

Q & A 

Q1 Is the prayer for laborers answered by God. How does Luke 9:1-6 

parallel this text? 

Q2 Does the pattern seen in our text suggest a pattern we are to follow 

today? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 2:41-52 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Christians are continually trying to change their 

lives; but God calls us to experience the exchanged life. Christianity is not 

a self-improvement program. It isn't a reformation project. It is 

resurrection! It is new life! And it is expressed in terms of a total exchange 

of identity. Jesus Christ identified Himself with us in our death in order 

that we might be identified with Him in His resurrection. We give Christ 

all that we were  spiritually dead, guilty sinners  and Christ gives us all that 

He is  resurrected life, forgiveness, righteousness, acceptance.” [Bob 

George. Classic Christianity. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

A1  Yes, God sends out laborers into the harvest. 

A2  As we go proclaiming the gospel, we go trusting in Him to provide our needs. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 24, 2015 

 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:5 "Whatever house you enter, first 

say, 'Peace be to this house.' 6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will 

rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating 

and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. 

Do not keep moving from house to house. 8 Whatever city you enter and 

they receive you, eat what is set before you;"  

Q & A 

Q1 How does our text define hospitality? 

Q2 Can gospel ministers expect assistance? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 3:1-20 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “God's ability to clean things up is infinitely 

greater than our ability to mess things up.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Surprised 

By Grace: God's Relentless Pursuit Of Rebels] 

 

ANSWERS 

A1  Being willing to welcome those who live out the gospel. 

A2  Yes, the church is to support those who go out and proclaim the gospel. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 25, 2015 

 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:9 and heal those in it who are sick, 

and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10 But 

whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its 

streets and say, 11 'Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we 

wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of 

God has come near.' 12 I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that day 

for Sodom than for that city.  

Q & A 

Q1 Why are we to wipe the dust off our feet? 

Q2 What is meant by the kingdom of God coming near? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 3:21-38 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION –  “Lord, when I feel that what I'm doing is 

insignificant and unimportant, help me to remember that everything I do 

is significant and important in your eyes, because you love me and you 

put me here, and no one else can do what I am doing in exactly the way I 

do it.” [Brennan Manning, Souvenirs of Solitude: Finding Rest in Abba's 

Embrace] 

ANSWERS 

A1  We should not throw gospel pearls in front of those who reject those pearls. 

A2  In Jesus, the King of the Kingdom is present. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 26, 2015 

 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:13 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe 

to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and 

Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting 

in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 

in the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted 

to heaven, will you? You will be brought down to Hades! 16 The one who 

listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and 

he who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me."  

Q & A 

Q1 What effect are miracles to have on the audience? 

Q2 What relationship exists between the messenger and Jesus? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 4:1-30 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION  - “The Christian world is obsessed with sin. It's all 

we talk about. Most of our preaching and teaching is directed toward 

getting people to quit sinning. Are you ready for a really shocking 

statement? The goal of the Christian life is not to stop sinning! To use the 

analogy of the starving man, most Christian teaching is like a person 

following a starving man around saying, ‘You stay out of the garbage! Do 

you hear me? Don't eat the garbage! You stay out of there!’ Look, when 

you're truly hungry, you'll eat anything  even garbage. What should you 

do? I promise you: If you will get that man into the cafeteria line, and he 

begins experiencing what real, good food is like, he won't be nostalgically 

dreaming about the garbage out back.” [Bob George, Classic Christianity. 

Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

A1  Miracles can enable people in their ability to believe the gospel. 

A2  Those who come in Jesus name represent Jesus. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 27, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:17 The seventy returned with joy, 

saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 18 And 

He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 19 

Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 

and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 20 

Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 

rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."  

Q & A 

Q1 Why did the seventy rejoice? 

Q2 Why did Jesus tell them to rejoice? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 4:31-44 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Legalism breeds a sense of entitlement that 

turns us into complainers.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Jesus + Nothing = 

Everything] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Because of their authority over demons.. 

A2  Because their names are recorded in heaven. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Feb. 28, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:21 At that very time He rejoiced 

greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, "I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent 

and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-

pleasing in Your sight. 22 All things have been handed over to Me by My 

Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the 

Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal 

Him." 23 Turning to the disciples, He said privately, "Blessed are the eyes 

which see the things you see, 24 for I say to you, that many prophets and 

kings wished to see the things which you see, and did not see them, and 

to hear the things which you hear, and did not hear them."  

Q & A 

Q1 Why did Jesus rejoice? 

Q2 Why do people receive Jesus? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 5:1-26 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Much Christian teaching today is "ten steps to 

spiritual maturity," "the five-minute Christian parent," or "six ways to 

overcome grief." It is as if the Bible were nothing more than an instruction 

manual, a positive-thinking guide to success in any area of life, with just 

enough religious talk to calm our consciences and quiet that still, small 

voice that keeps reminding us of our emptiness. In many ways, we are 

just like the Jews of Jesus' day to whom He said: You diligently study the 

Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These 

are Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have 

life (John 5:39, 40). [Bob George, Growing in Grace. Eugene: Harvest 

House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

A1  Because the Father revealed Him to His disciples. 

A2  Because the Father reveals Him so they can believe. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 1, 2015 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 10:1-24 
 

Q & A 

Q1 What is a common understanding of Discipleship? How might this 

differ from the Bible’s portrayal of discipleship? 

Q2 What is the greatest blessing a believer has? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 5:27-39 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “The world isn't scandalized by our freedom but 

by our fakeness.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Jesus + Nothing = Everything] 

  

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Modern discipleship emphasizes doing. Jesus emphasized following. 

A2  Believing in Jesus is the believer’s greatest blessing. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 2, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:25 And a lawyer stood up and put 

Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 

26 And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to 

you?"  

Q & A 

Q1 Why did the Lawyer seek to test Jesus? 

Q2 How does Jesus respond to the question? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 6:1-19 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “God is not interested in what you think you 

should be or feel. He is not interested in the narrative you construct for 

yourself, or that others construct for you. Rather, He is interested in you, 

the you who suffers, the you who inflicts suffering on others, the you who 

hides, the you who has bad days (and good ones). And He meets you 

where you are.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering Sets You 

Free]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  In order to trip Him up. 

A2  He answers the question with a question. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 3, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 10:27 And he answered, "YOU SHALL 

LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND 

YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 28 And He said to him, "You have 

answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE."  

Q & A 

Q1 What answer does the lawyer give. 

Q2 Is Jesus teaching works righteousness? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 6:20-49 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Our hearts of stone become hearts of flesh 

when we learn where the outcast weeps.” [Brennan Manning, Abba's 

Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  He quotes Deuteronomy. 

A2  No, those who believe the gospel, live the gospel. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 4, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:29 But wishing to justify himself, 

he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Jesus replied and said, "A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, 

and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half 

dead. 

Q & A 

Q1 Is self-justification always problematic? 

Q2 Who is my neighbor? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 7:1-17 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Jesus Christ did not just come to show us the 

way; He is the way. He did not just teach us some truth: He is the truth. 

He did not just leave us a manual to live by. He is our life. Whatever the 

need of the human heart, Christ offers Himself as the solution. His eternal 

answer is "I am." [Bob George, Growing in Grace. Eugene: Harvest House 

Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Yes, self-justification is always problematic. 

A2  Anyone within my circle of influence that I can help. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 5, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 10:31 "And by chance a priest was 

going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 

side. 32 "Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 "But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, 

came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 

Q & A 

Q1 Who did righteously in the story? 

Q2 What is the significance of a Samaritan being the one who helped? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 7:18-39 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Christ knows us, He understands us, He loves us, 

He accepts us, and He is the only true wisdom available to us. He is the 

solution to all our problems, and our peace in the storms of life. He, and 

He alone, has given us "everything we need for life and godliness" (2 Peter 

1:3). He, and He alone, is the One who is "full of grace and truth" (John 

1:14), and therefore the only one who can teach us "to say 'No' to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope  the 

glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (Titus 

2:12,13). [Bob George, Growing in Grace. Eugene: Harvest House 

Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  The Samaritan. 

A2  Because they are hated by the Jews. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 6, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:34 "and came to him and 

bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him 

on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 On 

the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and 

said, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I return I will 

repay you.'" 

Q & A 

Q1 How much care does the Samaritan give to the injured. 

Q2 What does the response of the Samaritan teach us? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 7:40-50 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Your pain could be God prying open your life 

and heart to remove a gift of His that you've been holding on to more 

dearly than Him.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Jesus + Nothing = Everything]   

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  He gives him everything he has. 

A2  As we are able, we should help those in need. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 7, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Luke 10:36 "Which of these three do you 

think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers' 

hands?" 37 And he said, "The one who showed mercy toward him." Then 

Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same." 

Q & A 

Q1 How do we act neighborly to those less fortunate than us? 

Q2 What is mercy? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 8:1-21 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “The temptation of the age is to look good 

without being good.” [Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel: Good 

News for the Bedraggled, Beat-Up, and Burnt Out] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  [Your answers will be varied] 

A2  Helping those in need even if they do not deserve it or earn it. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 8, 2015 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 10:25-37 

 

Q & A 

Q1 What are some hindrances to acting with mercy toward others? 

Q2 Explain why the ones closest to us are the hardest to reach. 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 8:22-39 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION –  “Disobedience happens not when we think too 

much [of] grace but when we think too little of it” [Tullian Tchividjian, 

Jesus + Nothing = Everything] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Thinking they do not deserve mercy. 

A2  Familiarity breeds contempt. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 9, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:38 Now as they were traveling 

along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him 

into her home. 

Q & A 

Q1 Who is Martha? 

Q2 What did Martha offer Jesus? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 8:40-56 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “If we maintain the open-mindedness of 

children, we challenge fixed ideas and established structures, including 

our own. We listen to people in other denominations and religions. We 

don't find demons in those with whom we disagree. We don't cozy up to 

people who mouth our jargon. If we are open, we rarely resort to either-

or: either creation or evolution, liberty or law, sacred or secular, 

Beethoven or Madonna. We focus on both-and, fully aware that God's 

truth cannot be imprisoned in a small definition. ” [Brennan Manning] 

  

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  She is the sister of Mary. 

A2  Martha opened her home up to Jesus. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 10, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:39 She had a sister called Mary, 

who was seated at the Lord's feet, listening to His word. 

Q & A 

Q1 Who is Mary? 

Q2 How is Mary described? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 9:1-27 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - Have you ever heard someone say, "I tried the 

Christ life, and it doesn't work."? That statement is very revealing. "It 

doesn't work," people say. Right there you can see the root of the 

problem. The Christian life is not an "it"! The Christian life is Christ  a vital 

personal relationship with the One who laid down His life for you, so that 

He could give His life to you, so that He could live His life through you. 

"Christ is your life," Paul declared in Philippians 12:21. He is what we have 

been missing in the midst of all our highly dedicated efforts! [Bob George, 

Growing in Grace. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Mary is Martha’s sister. 

A2  Mary is described as one who sits at Jesus’ feet as a disciple. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 11, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:40 But Martha was distracted with 

all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, "Lord, do You not 

care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to 

help me." 

Q & A 

Q1 What is Martha’s response because of her business? 

Q2 What does she accuse Jesus of? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 9:28-45 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “There is a beautiful transparency to honest 

disciples who never wear a false face and do not pretend to be anything 

but who they are.” [Brennan Manning] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Fretting and anxiety. She is self-righteous. 

A2  Not caring. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 12, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:41 But the Lord answered and said 

to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many 

things; 

Q & A 

Q1 How does our Lord respond to Martha? 

Q2 It is perhaps impossible to know, but what kind of tone or emotion is 

present? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 9:46-62 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “If you uproot the idol and fail to plant the love 

of Christ in its place, the idol will grow back.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Jesus + 

Nothing = Everything] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Slow down! 

A2  Deep seated compassion and care. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 13, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY –Luke 10:42 but only one thing is necessary, 

for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from 

her." 

 

 

 

Q & A 

Q1 What does our Lord’s response say concerning Martha and Mary?  

Q2 Is Martha wrong? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 10:1-22 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Some people ask, "But I still commit sins. 

Doesn't that make me a sinner?" I answer, "It depends on whether your 

identity is determined by your behavior what you do  or by who you are 

in God's eyes." Do you see how we have continued to do as Christians 

what the world does by determining a person's identity based on his 

behavior? The only way to get free of this is to do what Paul wrote in 

Colossians 3:1-3: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 

hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and 

your life is now hidden with Christ in God.” [Bob George, Classic 

Christianity. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  It is good to sit at the feet of Jesus. 

A2  No, but Mary is doing the better thing. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 14, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 10:38 Now as they were traveling 

along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him 

into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the 

Lord's feet, listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all 

her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, "Lord, do You not 

care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to 

help me." 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, 

you are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one 

thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be 

taken away from her." 

Q & A 

Q1 How does this story impress you? 

Q2 With whom do you most identify? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 10:23-42 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “God's capacity to forgive is greater than our 

capacity to sin; while our sin reaches far, God's grace reaches farther. It's 

a message revealing the radical contrast between the sinful heart of 

mankind and the gracious heart of mankind's Creator.” [Tullian 

Tchividjian, Surprised By Grace: God's Relentless Pursuit Of Rebels]  

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Your answers will vary. 

A2  Your answers will vary. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 15, 2015 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 10:38-42 
 

Q & A 

Q1 Why does working feel so good? 

Q2 Why is resting at the feet of Jesus so difficult? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 11:1-28 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - I discovered why Christian service had been 

killing me. I already knew about the Holy Spirit; in fact, I had taught 

lectures about His ministry in our lives. But I always associated Him with 

power: giving me power to share Christ, power to understand the Bible, 

power to teach, power to serve. Of course, there is truth in that. But I was 

missing the single most important aspect of having the Holy Spirit  the fact 

that through Him I have received the very life of God. [Bob George, Classic 

Christianity. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Because it feels as if we are earning favor. 

A2  Because it feels like we are not doing anything when we are resting. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 16, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:1 It happened that while Jesus was 

praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said 

to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples." 2 

And He said to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Your 

name. Your kingdom come.'" 

Q & A 

Q1 What does this story tell us about Jesus? 

Q2 What do His disciples ask? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 11:29-54 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Being made into a new creation is like a 

caterpillar becoming a butterfly. Originally, an earthbound crawling 

creature, a caterpillar weaves a cocoon and is totally immersed in it. Then 

a marvelous process takes place, called metamorphosis. Finally, a totally 

new creature - a butterfly - emerges. Once ground-bound, the butterfly 

can now soar above the earth. It now can view life from the sky 

downward. In the same way, as a new creature in Christ you must begin 

to see yourself as God sees you. [Bob George, Classic Christianity. Eugene: 

Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Jesus is marked by prayer. 

A2  Teach us to pray. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 17, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:3 “Give us each day our daily 

bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also forgive everyone 

who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation."  

Q & A 

Q1 How does this prayer help us in praying? 

Q2 What does each request emphasize? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 12:1-21 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “We make a big mistake when we conclude that 

the law is the answer to bad behavior. In fact, the law alone stirs up more 

of such behavior. People get worse, not better, when you lay down the 

law. To be sure, the Spirit does use both God's law and God's gospel in 

our sanctification. But the law and the gospel do very different things.” 

[Tullian Tchividjian] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  It provides correct theology in our desire to ask. 

A2  It is about God and not us. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 18, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:5 Then He said to them, "Suppose 

one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, 

'Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from 

a journey, and I have nothing to set before him';" 

Q & A 

Q1 How does verse 5 relates to the previous thought? 

Q2 What does this illustration explain? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 12:22-40 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “The Bible is one long story of God meeting our 

rebellion with His rescue, our sin with His salvation, our guilt with His 

grace, our badness with His goodness. The overwhelming focus of the 

Bible is not the work of the redeemed but the work of the Redeemer. 

Which means that the Bible is not first a recipe for Christian living but a 

revelation book of Jesus who is the answer to our un-Christian living.”  

[Tullian Tchividjian, One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted 

World] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  It is an illustration of asking. 

A2  Our relationship to the Father is paramount.  



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 19, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:7 and from inside he answers and 

says, “Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children 

and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” 8 I tell you, even 

though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he 

needs.  

Q & A 

Q1 What relationship does the one asking have to the one being asked? 

Q2   What does this tell you about prayer? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 12:41-59 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Real freedom is freedom from the opinions of 

others. Above all, freedom from your opinions about yourself. ” [Brennan 

Manning, The Wisdom of Tenderness: What Happens When God's Fierce 

Mercy Transforms Our Lives] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  A friend. 

A2  Prayer is based on our relationship to the Father. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 20, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:9 "So I say to you, ask, and it will 

be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 

you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to 

him who knocks, it will be opened."  

Q & A 

Q1 How does the context shape this verse? 

Q2 Is the invitation to ask, seek, and knock open ended. Alternatively, 

does the context control its application? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 13:1-35 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Information is seldom enough to heal a 

wounded heart.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering Sets 

You Free] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  The invitation is not a blanket invitation. 

A2  We are to be asking according to His will and not our own, His kingdom and not our own. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 21, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 11:11 Now suppose one of you 

fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead 

of a fish, will he? 12 Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a 

scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask Him? 

 

 

Q & A 

Q1 What does this story tell us about our relationship to God? 

Q2 What is the logic used? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 14:1-15 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION -  “I want neither a terrorist spirituality that keeps 

me in a perpetual state of fright about being in right relationship with my 

heavenly Father nor a sappy spirituality that portrays God as such a 

benign teddy bear that there is no aberrant behavior or desire of mine 

that he will not condone. I want a relationship with the Abba of Jesus, 

who is infinitely compassionate with my brokenness and at the same time 

an awesome, incomprehensible, and unwieldy Mystery. ” [Brennan 

Manning] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  He is our Father and we are His children. 

A2  God gives to His children good things. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 22, 2015 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 11:1-13 
 

Q & A 

Q1 Why is prayer so difficult? 

Q2 Why have we made prayer difficult? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 14:16-35 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – There is nothing more practical than the 

message of God's love and grace, and the believer's identity in Christ! 

People are always looking for God's power, and this is it! Whatever you 

or I may be struggling with, the answer is the same. It is only through a 

total exchange that we will begin to see the changes we desire.  [Bob 

George, Classic Christianity. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers. ©1989]. 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Because we make it to be something more than it is. 

A2  Because we expect when we pray to get what we request. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 23, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 19:28 After He had said these things, 

He was going on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When He approached 

Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is called Olivet, He sent two 

of the disciples, 30 saying, "Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you 

enter, you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it 

and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' you 

shall say, 'The Lord has need of it.'" 

Q & A 

Q1 What is about to happen? 

Q2 What are His disciples to do? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 15:1-32 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "The only people who get better are people that 

know that, if they never get better, GOD WILL LOVE THEM ANYWAY... God 

will not only love you if you don't get better, He'll teach you that getting 

better isn't the issue; His love is the issue." [Steve Brown, A Scandalous 

Freedom, 68, 69] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Jesus is about to enter Jerusalem in celebration of the PASSOVER. 

A2  They are to make preparation. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 24, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY  – Luke 19:32 So those who were sent went 

away and found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the 

colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34 They 

said, "The Lord has need of it." 

Q & A 

Q1 Why was it exactly what He said? 

Q2 What might we assume about the owner of the colt? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 16:1-18 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “God reminds us again and again that things 

between He and us are forever fixed. They are the rendezvous points 

where God declares to us concretely that the debt has been paid, the 

ledger put away, and that everything we need, in Christ we already 

possess. This re-convincing produces humility, because we realize that 

our needs are fulfilled. We don’t have to worry about ourselves anymore. 

This in turn frees us to stop looking out for what we think we need and 

liberates us to love our neighbor by looking out for what they need.” 

[Tullian Tchividjian] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Because He, as God, controls everything. 

A2  That he knew Jesus. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 25, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 19:35 They brought it to Jesus, and 

they threw their coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, 

they were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As soon as He was 

approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd 

of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 

miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO 

COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the 

highest!" 

Q & A 

Q1 What is the significance of this event? 

Q2 What is happening? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 16:19-31 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “The greatest single cause of atheism in the 

world today is Christians: who acknowledge Jesus with their lips, walk out 

the door, and deny Him by their lifestyle. That is what an unbelieving 

world simply finds unbelievable.” [Brennan Manning]  

  

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  They declare Him the Messiah. 

A2  The crowds are in the religious frenzy of the moment. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 26, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 19:39 Some of the Pharisees in the 

crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples." 40 But Jesus 

answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!" 41 

When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 

saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for 

peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes." 

Q & A 

Q1 Why were the Pharisees upset? 

Q2 How does Jesus answer them? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 17:1-21 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – Grief, of course, is not something that operates 

according to a specific period, and it seems cold to suggest otherwise. Yet 

when we do not grasp that God is present in pain, we eventually insist on 

victory or, worse, blame the sufferer for not "getting over it" fast enough. 

This is more than a failure to extend compassion; it's an exercise in 

cruelty. [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering Sets You Free] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  They did not desire Jesus to be the Messiah. 

A2  All of creation recognizes Him to be the Messiah. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 27, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 19:43 "For the days will come upon 

you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and 

surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to 

the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you 

one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your 

visitation." 

Q & A 

Q1 What does Jesus predict? 

Q2 What might be the response of His audience to this prediction? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 17:22-37 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “There really is something neurotic about 

Christians who spend most of their time trying desperately to please a 

God who is already very pleased. They don't have any freedom, and they 

sometimes take away the freedom of others. I'm getting better by not 

trying so hard to be better... when I stopped working so hard at being 

better and turned to Jesus, that's when, almost without noticing it, I 

started getting just a little bit better. So, I have decided to get as close as 

I can to Jesus, who will always love me, even if I don't get any better." 

[Steve Brown, A Scandalous Freedom, 71] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  The destruction of the Temple. 

A2  Abject horror. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 28, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 19:45 Jesus entered the temple and 

began to drive out those who were selling, 46 saying to them, "It is 

written, 'AND MY HOUSE SHALL BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER,' but you have 

made it a ROBBERS' DEN." 47 And He was teaching daily in the temple; 

but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the 

people were trying to destroy Him, 48 and they could not find anything 

that they might do, for all the people were hanging on to every word He 

said. 

Q & A 

Q1 What does Jesus begin to do when He enters the Temple? 

Q2 Why does He do this? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 18:1-17 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “To live by grace means to acknowledge my 

whole life story, the light side and the dark. In admitting my shadow side 

I learn who I am and what God's grace means.” [Brennan Manning]  

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Cleanse the Temple. 

A2  Because it is His Father’s house and is not a place of merchandise.  



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 29, 2015 

PALM SUNDAY 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 19:28-48 
 

Q & A 

Q1 What is the real significance of Palm Sunday? 

Q2 Why did the religious establishment struggle with this? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 18:18-43 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “In a futile attempt to erase our past, we deprive 

the community of our healing gift. If we conceal our wounds out of fear 

and shame, our inner darkness can neither be illuminated nor become a 

light for others.” [Brennan Manning, Abba's Child: The Cry of the Heart for 

Intimate Belonging]  

  

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Jesus is King. 

A2  They do not desire to see Jesus as King.  They want their own way. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 30, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:1 But on the first day of the week, 

at early dawn, they came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had 

prepared.  2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

Q & A 

Q1 What day of the week is being described? 

Q2 What do you think these first disciples were thinking and feeling as 

they approached the tomb? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 19:1-27 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “This culture of mandatory happiness actually 

promotes dishonesty and more suffering.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious 

Ruin: How Suffering Sets You Free] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Sunday 

A2  Deep seated disappointment. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Mar. 31, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:3 but when they entered, they did 

not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about 

this, behold, two men suddenly stood near them in dazzling clothing; 5 

and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 

the men said to them, "Why do you seek the living One among the dead?"  

Q & A 

Q1 Why were they perplexed? 

Q2 What question are they asked? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 19:28-48 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "The church should be a place where we can say 

anything and know we won't be kicked out, where we can confess our 

sins knowing others will help us, where we can disagree and still be 

friends. It ought to be the one place in the world where we don't have to 

wear masks." [Steve Brown, A Scandalous Freedom, 113] 

ANSWERS 

A1  His body was not in the tomb. 

A2  Why are you seeking the living among the dead? 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 1, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:6 "He is not here, but He has risen. 

Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee, 7 saying that 

the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 

crucified, and the third day rise again." 8 And they remembered His 

words, 

Q & A 

Q1 What message do the two proclaim? 

Q2 How do you think this message was received by those who came? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 20:1-26 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “God is the one to be praised, not our 

transformation.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering Sets 

You Free] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  He is not here; He is risen. 

A2  Completely dumbfounded. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 2, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:9 and returned from the tomb and 

reported all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now they 

were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also 

the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.  

Q & A 

Q1 What was the report? 

Q2 Why are those listed all women? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 20:27-47 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "Allow me to let you in on a secret: NOBODY fits 

the mold & most of us wear masks to cause others to think we do. The 

greatest tragedy of the church is that, in many cases, the most dishonest 

hour of the week is the hour we spend at church." [Steve Brown, A 

Scandalous Freedom, 108] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  They told them exactly what they heard and seen. 

A2  Those who follow Him are deeply passionate about Him. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 3, 2015 

GOOD FRIDAY 

READ LUKE 23 

Q & A 

Q1 What is meant by substitutionary atonement? 

Q2 Why must Jesus be and do what He is? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 21:1-24 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION – “Define yourself radically as one beloved by 

God. This is the true self. Every other identity is illusion.” [Brennan 

Manning, Abba's Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Jesus takes the place of sinners. 

A2  The sacrifice atoning for sinners must be perfect and fully sufficient. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 4, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:11 But these words appeared to 

them as nonsense, and they would not believe them. 12 But Peter got up 

and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings 

only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened. 

Q & A 

Q1 Why did they think it was all nonsense? 

Q2 Why might Peter be noted? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 21:25-38 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - SILENCE 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  It has never happened before. 

A2  To show the grace of God in restoring the fallen. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 5, 2015 

RESURRECTION SUNDAY 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 24:1-12 
 

Q & A 

Q1 What is the significance of an empty tomb? 

Q2 Why is this event important to the gospel? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 22:1-23 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "Something a Christian should never forget: The 

battle is already over. GOD WON. It's final. There is no contest. Our side 

has already triumphed!" [Steve Brown, A Scandalous Freedom, 163] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Jesus finished the work He set out to accomplish. 

A2  It is God’s acceptance of His Son’s work. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 6, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:49 "And behold, I am sending 

forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high." 50  And He led them out 

as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.  

Q & A 

Q1 What is the promise? 

Q2 What is the power? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 22:24-46 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “Christianity is not about good people getting 

better. If anything, it is good news for bad people coping with their failure 

to be good. The heart of the Christian faith is Good News, not good advice, 

good technique, or good behavior. Too many people have walked away 

from the church, not because they’re walking away from Jesus, but 

because the church has walked away from Jesus.” [Tullian Tchividjian, 

One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted World] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  To be filled with the Shekinah glory. 

A2  The filling of the Temple by the glory of God. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 7, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Luke 24:51 While He was blessing them, 

He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they, after 

worshiping Him, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were 

continually in the temple praising God. 

Q & A 

Q1 What blessing might our Lord have uttered? 

Q2 What was the response of His disciples? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 22:47-71 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "Whenever religion becomes leverage, it ceases 

to be the religion of Jesus. The gospel of God's grace takes away the 

leverage. Why? Because, if I'm forgiven without condition, you can't make 

me feel guilty. If God loves me, you can't manipulate me by threatening 

to take away your love. If God knows my secrets and doesn't condemn 

me, then you can't use my secrets as blackmail." [Steve Brown, A 

Scandalous Freedom, 165] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  All that was spoken of is fulfilled in me. 

A2  Unbridled joy. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 8, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Acts 1:1 The first account I composed, 

Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day 

when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given 

orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 3 To these He also presented 

Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to 

them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning 

the kingdom of God. 

Q & A 

Q1 What is Luke attempting? 

Q2 How many days passed between His resurrection and His ascension? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 23:1-25 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “By looking at the Bible as if it were 

fundamentally about us, we totally miss the Point–like the two on the 

road to Emmaus. As Luke 24 shows, it is possible to read the Bible, study 

the Bible, and memorize large portions of the Bible, while missing the 

whole point of the Bible. It's entirely possible, in other words, to read the 

stories and miss the Story.” [Tullian Tchividjian]  

ANSWERS 

 

A1  Luke attempts to explain the Story. 

A2  Forty days pass. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 9, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Acts 1:4 Gathering them together, He 

commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 

had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 5 for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now." 

Q & A 

Q1 What is the promise? 

Q2 How might they understand the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 23:26-49 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “My deepest awareness of myself is that I am 

deeply loved by Jesus Christ and I have done nothing to earn it or deserve 

it.” [Brennan Manning, The Ragamuffin Gospel] 

 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  To be filled with the Shekinah glory. 

A2  The return of God’s glory to His Temple. 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 10, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY – Acts 1:6  So when they had come together, 

they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 

kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 

epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even 

to the remotest part of the earth." 

Q & A 

Q1 What question do the disciples ask? 

Q2 What response/answer does our Lord give them? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 23:50-56 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - “A person with no arms trying to punch 

themselves until their arms grow back" may be the best description I've 

ever read of what it feels like for a depressed person to try to cheer herself 

up. Yet this description applies to any kind of suffering that resists our 

attempts to address it.” [Tullian Tchividjian, Glorious Ruin: How Suffering 

Sets You Free] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  When is the end? 

A2  Do not worry about the future; let us be busy in the present. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 11, 2015 

PREPARATION FOR SUNDAY - Acts 1:9 And after He had said these things, 

He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out 

of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He 

was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They 

also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 

same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." 

Q & A 

Q1 What does Jesus do in this text? 

Q2 What message do the angels give to the disciples? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 24:1-27 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "The church is supposed to be the place where 

honesty is a given. The church is supposed to be the testing place for the 

people of God where a filter of supernatural love cleanses & purifies ~ but 

doesn't eliminate ~ godly expressions of honesty, criticism, and even 

harshness. In the church, we are supposed to understand the idiocy of 

worshipping at human, fallible & silly alters. If we don't understand this 

when we're with the people of God, then how are we going to be an asset 

to our culture ~ the place to which Jesus called us?" [Steve Brown, A 

Scandalous Freedom, 176, 177] 

ANSWERS 

 

A1  He ascends to heaven. 

A2  Jesus is coming again. 

 



The Journey to Jerusalem – Easter 2015 

Apr. 12, 2015 

LOW SUNDAY 

RE-READ THIS WEEK’S TEXT – LUKE 24:49-53; 

Acts 1:1-11 

Q & A 

Q1 Why is acknowledging the rest of the Story important? 

Q2 Are we part of the ongoing Story? 

READING THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 24:1-27 

• What's something you noticed for the first time?  

• What questions did you have?  

• Was there anything that bothered you?  

• What did you learn about loving God?  

• What did you learn about loving others? 

 

 

TODAY’S MEDITATION - "Are you a sinner? Me, too!... But, so is everyone 

else... Martin Luther, John Wesley, Billy Graham, Mother Theresa, and 

your pastor. None of us is probably going to get a whole lot better ~ and 

yet, Jesus is still fond of us." [Steve Brown, A Scandalous Freedom,68] 

ANSWERS 

A1  The Story is not finished. 

A2  We are a part of the Story’s ongoing unfolding. 



 

 

 


