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“Receive the Implanted Word” 

James 1:19-27 
 

A Study in the Book of James - Our Crowns Sit Crooked in a Conflicted World 

 

Emphasis: 

The structure is all Word-based. We are to listen to the Word, respond to the Word, and Live 

out the Word. 

 

Outline: 

 

I. The Exhortation – Receive with Meekness the Implanted Word (vv. 19-21) 
 

The implanted word produces gospel fruit. There is a logical progression from listening, to 

speaking, to becoming angry.  We must cultivate a heart and life that welcomes the word.  

 
II. The Explanation – Be Doers of The Word, And Not Hearers Only (vv. 22-25) 

 

James will go so far as to say your hearing without doing is useless and dead. You are not 

righteous – not because of your lack of actions, but because of your lack of faith. If you have the 

implanted word, then you are bearing gospel fruit. 

 

The truest intent of the Law was to liberate us in Christ. The Law’s fulfillment in Christ sets us 

free to love others as ourselves. Notice the three works. 

 

III. The Application – A Religion That Is Pure and Undefiled Before God (vv. 26, 27) 

 

There is a progression in what James notes. If you do not control your tongue, then chances are 

you are not caring for your neighbor. You will be, in fact, pushing them away. And if you are 

not caring for your neighbor, chances are you are conforming to the world. You are allowing 

yourself to feed on their information and meals rather than listening to the Word of God. You 

are failing to let the implanted word bear gospel fruit. 

 

A. Control Your Tongue,  

B. Care for Your Neighbors, And  

C. Keep Clean in Your World; Do not Conform to this World 

 

  



 

Now What? 
 
Only the implanted Word produces Gospel fruit. Unless and until you put Jesus into this 

equation, you have nothing but moralism. This text without Jesus says, “Try harder, do better.” 

This passage with Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 

works and glorify your father who is in heaven.” The Holy Spirit is working these things in you 

and through you to those around you. Are you attuned to it? Are you on the right channel? 

 
1. Are you listening to the Word of God? 
2. Are you allowing the world to dictate your focus and message to others? 
3. How can you help those within this fellowship and then those beyond this fellowship?  
4. And finally, does your relationship to God define you in the world? 

 


