
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: January 24, 2021 

Title: “Receive the Implanted Word” 

Text: James 1:19-27 

Theme: 

 

A Study in the Book of James - Our Crowns Sit Crooked in a Conflicted World 

 

Introduction | Opening Story 

 

“Speakers who have the talent to express themselves fluently and eloquently are much in 

demand. They receive recognition, admiration, and acclaim. James, however, puts the emphasis 

not on speaking but on listening. That is more important than speaking.”1 

 

Just a couple of initial thoughts about listening.  

 First, to what or to whom are you listening? Here, the object is the Word of God. 

 Second, what does your speech reflect? Here, your words are to be His words. 

 Third, is what you listen to reflected in what you do? Do the seeds implanted produce 

gospel fruit? 

 

Now, let us jump into our study. 

 

Historical Context: 

James writes his epistle to Jewish Christians who have been driven from their homes and 

possessions. They have been dispersed amidst the Roman Empire during a time of intense 

persecution. 

 

James is moving them from the larger ideas in 1:2-18 to the smaller ideas in 1:19-27.  

 

Theological Context: 

James begins to connect one’s faith to one’s work; from hearing to doing. This is where the 
tension lies within the church family. He notes three areas and expands on those areas in the 
following chapters. 
 
“1:19-21 Instead of blaming God under our trials, let us open our ears and hearts to learn what 

he teaches by them.”2 

 
Structural Context: 

 

Emphasis: 

The structure is all Word-based. We are to listen to the Word (1:19-21), respond to the Word 

(1:22-25), and live out the Word (1:26, 27). 

 



 

Since your hardships are a part of God’s intentional purpose for you in growing your faith in 

Him (1:2-18), control your tongue, care for your neighbors, and keep clean in your world.  

 
In the first two points (vv. 19-21; 22-25), he provides a negative and then a positive before he 

sums up his thoughts in verses 26, 27. 

 

I. The Exhortation – Receive with Meekness the Implanted Word (vv. 19-21 [here is what 
we should do]) 

 
 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for 

[reason] the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore [consequently] put away 
all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save 
your souls. 

 

What does welcoming or embracing or receiving or listening to the Word of God “look” like? 

What are the characteristics of the one who hears the Word? 

 

The implanted Word produces gospel fruit. 

 

“[Know this] — As if he had said, since you are regenerated, and that by the Word of God, 

therefore let every man be swift to hear — That Word; let him be willing and desirous to receive 

instruction from it, and therefore diligent in embracing all opportunities of hearing it; slow to 

speak — To deliver his opinion in matters of faith, that he does not yet well understand. 

Persons half instructed frequently have a high opinion of their own knowledge in religious 

matters, are very fond of teaching others, and zealous to bring them over to their opinions.”3 See 

also 3:1ff. 

 

“Engrafted; rather, implanted. The word is only found again in Wisd. 12:10, where it signifies 

‘inborn.’ St. James's teaching here is almost like a reminiscence of the parable of the sower 

(Matthew 13:3, etc.). The ‘implanted Word’ is the gospel teaching. ‘The seed is the Word of God’ 

(Luke 8:11).”4 

 

Four short thoughts about this paragraph. 

 

A. v.19b — We Must Develop A Capacity to Listen. — Quick to Listen 
 
There is a logical progression from listening, to speaking, to becoming angry. 
 

B. v.19c — We Must Develop A Controlled Tongue. — Slow to Speak 
 
Although all who read everything in the biblical text through the lens of prophesy and politics 
believe they are reading the Bible correctly, most of the outcome is an unsettled, agitated, and 
angry demeanor. Their speech does not calm or produce peace. 
 



 

Your anger over the situations of life is not equal to God’s righteousness. Your anger over the 

“times in which you live” does not preach the gospel to the unbelieving. Some might find 

doom’s day prophecies and political partisanship attractive, but the gospel is not being 

preached. 

 
C. v.19d — We Must Develop A Calm Demeanor. — Slow to Get Angry 

 
In verse 20, the connective ‘for’ indicates that this verse gives the reasoning that lies behind the 
last exhortation. 
 
Did Jesus and Paul ever get political? What did they say concerning their times? 

 Matt. 5:44  
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
 

 Rom. 12:13-21 
13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind 
toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own 
estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 18 If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, 
but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the 
Lord. 20 "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; 
FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 

 
The consequence of your unbridled speech is an unclean life. The loudest “pastors” are not 
necessarily the cleanness people. The most religious are not necessarily the most spiritual. 
Thus, the admonition. 
 

D. v.21a — We Must Develop A Clean Life. — Get rid of all filth and evil 
 
The word for “filth” means “ear wax” in the Greek. 
 
“You came home and you threw off those filthy clothes at the end of the day. That’s the imagery 
here. All filthiness, rhuparia. it’s a word used for dirty clothes. It’s a word used for filth and scum 
that gets on the body when you’re out in the dirt and you’re working. And it came 
metaphorically to refer to moral vice to inequity sinful filth. But it’s a very interesting word. The 
root word, rhupos – which were seeing the word here, rhuparia. But the root word rhupos is used 
in the writings of Hypocrites and Clement to refer to wax in your ears, to wax in your ears. How 
interesting. Get rid of any dirt that accumulates and plugs up your ears so you can’t hear the 
Word. You can become deaf because of accumulated wax; death because of the accumulated sin. 
Throw it off. Get rid of it.”5 
 
In verse 21, James encourages the church to humbly accept the word. The word accept literally 
means “to welcome” showing hospitality. 
 



 

This word is used for how we receive others into our homes. 
 
With meekness (en praûtêti). In docility. "The contrast is with orgê rather than kakias" (Ropes). 
 
We must cultivate a heart and life that welcomes the word.  
 
II. The Explanation – Be Doers of The Word, And Not Hearers Only (vv. 22-25 [here is why 

we should do it]) 

 
 22 But [de – moreover | in addition] be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For 

if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a 
mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who 
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who 
acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

 

“But be ye (ginesthe de). Rather, "But keep on becoming" (present middle imperative of 

ginomai).”6 

 

In verse 22, “But” he builds off the idea and takes it another step. Non-productive soil in Mark 

4. The contrast is between hearing and doing; between faith and works. This paragraph bridges 

the paragraph preceding with what follows.  

 

James will go so far as to say your hearing without doing is useless and dead. You are not 

righteous – not because of your lack of actions, but because of your lack of faith. If you have 

the implanted Word, then you are bearing gospel fruit. 

 

Verses 23 and 24 are in contrast to verse 25. 
 

In v23, the “looking” involved is an intensive activity – something like “contemplating.” 
Literally this person contemplates “their birth face” – maybe, “their original face.”7 
 

22–25. Doers and Hearers. 22. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only] The 

thought is the same, though illustrated by a different similitude, as that of the closing 

verses of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 7:24-28).8 

 

Notice four thoughts in verse 25.  

 

“First, they ‘look intently’ into God’s truth. This Greek verb ‘denotes penetrating absorption’ 

(TDNT, 5:815). It is the word used to describe John’s act of stooping and peering into the tomb 

of Jesus (John 20:5). Here in James 1:25 it is as though a person stoops over the Scripture, 

zealously searching for its message. 

Second, this ‘blessed’ individual is the one who ‘continues to do this.’ He is the blessed 

individual of Psalm 1 who meditates in God’s Law, day and night. 

The third quality of this individual is that he does not forget ‘what he has heard.’  



 

And finally, this individual is the one put the truth into practice.”9 

 

This perfect law or law of liberty is brought up again in 2:8 and 12. Jesus sums up the Law by 

saying, Love God and as a result love one another. James feeds off that summation. All of the 

details within the Law collapse on the 10 Words or the 10 Commandments. 

 

The truest intent of the Law was to liberate us in Christ. The Law’s fulfillment in Christ sets 

us free to love others as ourselves. 

 

It is the implanted word that produces the following gospel fruit as noted in verses 26 and 27. 

When we are sidetracked, we lose sight of this. Notice the three works. 

 

III. The Application – A Religion That Is Pure and Undefiled Before God (vv. 26, 27 [here are 

the primary areas of application]) 

 
 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion 

is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 

There is a progression in what James notes. If you do not control your tongue, then chances are 

you are not caring for your neighbor. You will be, in fact, pushing them away. And if you are 

not caring for your neighbor, chances are you are conforming to the world. You are allowing 

yourself to feed on their information and meals rather than listening to the Word of God. You 

are failing to let the implanted word bear gospel fruit. 

 

Three times the word deception is used in this first chapter. Our word ‘deceive’ in verse 22 is 

paralogizomai. It means ‘to misreckon, i.e. delude:--beguile, deceive.’ It occurs only twice in the 

NT (Col. 2:4 and here). The word in James 1:16 and 5:19 is planao. it means ‘to roam (from safety, 

truth, or virtue):--go astray, deceive, err, seduce, wander, be out of the way. [Strong’s Dictionary] 

 

For James, appearing “religious” and being “religious” are not the same. You can appear “white 

washed” only to filled with “dead man’s bones.” You can have the appearance of godliness, but 

actually deny the power that produces godliness (2 Tim. 3:5).  Hearing the Word and doing the 

Word cannot be separated or switched. To think otherwise is to deceive yourself. To do either 

reflects a useless, dead faith. 

 

The religious - Because you are looking through the wrong end, you are not seeing things clearly. 

The wrong thing is being emphasized at the detriment of the right thing. 

 
 Matt. 23:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and 

have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the 

things you should have done without neglecting the others. 

 



 

“Verses 26-27 point out three specific areas where truth should be put into practice.”10 The 

consequence of majoring on secondary matters shows itself in the following three areas. 

 

A. Control Your Tongue,  

 

We have a terrible time doing this. He will come back to this in chapter 3:1ff. Those who teach 

the Word must first Listen to the Word. If they fail to hear from God, they will not live for God. 

 

B. Care for Your Neighbors, And  

 

“Traditionally, “affliction.” BDAG 457 s.v. 1 has “difficult circumstances” for this specific 

context, but since this is somewhat lengthy, “adversity” was preferred instead.”11 

 

Historically, it has been the church of Jesus Christ who has set up hospitals, orphanages, homes 

for the elderly, and many other social institutions designed to care for the needs of others. 

 

C. Keep Clean In Your World.  

 

Stop allowing the cares of this world to choke out controlling your tongue and caring for one 

another.  

 

IV. Show Me Jesus 

 

Only the implanted Word produces Gospel fruit. Unless and until you put Jesus into this 

equation, you have nothing but moralism. This text without Jesus says, “Try harder, do better.” 

This passage with Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good 

works and glorify your father who is in heaven.” The Holy Spirit is working these things in you 

and through you to those around you. Are you attuned to it? Are you on the right channel? 

 

Now What? 
 

1. Are you listening to the Word of God? How attentive are you to the Word of God? Your 
exposure to the Word of God cannot be a “one and done” approach. Listen to the study 
over and over and over again in the course of the week. Follow along as we read through 
the Bible in three years with the One Story Curriculum. 

2. Are you allowing the world to dictate your focus and message to others? 
3. How can you help those within this fellowship and then those beyond this fellowship? It 

might be a card or a phone call, but who are you encouraging?  
4. And finally, does your relationship to God define you in the world? Do people hear and 

see from you the gospel or are you always talking about how bad our country is? 
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