
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 30, 2015 
Title:  JESUS Provides FORGIVENESS 
Text:  Matthew 18:21-35 

 
 

FORGIVENESS: The common word used for forgiveness is to leave behind, to let go. 
 
MATTHEW’S THEME 
Jesus is a Rabbi and this is His teaching. Those who accept Him, accept His teaching. 
 
MATTHEW 
Introduction: Infancy Narrative: 1–2 
1ST Discourse: Sermon on the Mount: 5–7 
2ND Discourse: Missionary Instructions: 10 
3RD Discourse: Collection of Parables: 13 
4TH Discourse: Community Instructions: 18 
5TH Discourse: Sermon on End Times: 23–25 
Conclusion: Passion & Resurrection Narrative: 26–28 
 
MATTHEW 18 
Vv. 1-6 Don’t be a stumbling block to others 
Vv. 7-11 Cut off your own stumbling blocks  
Vv. 12-14 Why stumbling blocks are so bad 
Vv. 15-20 Stumbling blocks on a corporate level 
Vv. 21-35 Stumbling blocks as personal offenses 
 
MATTHEW 18:21-35 
V. 21 Question 

V. 22 Answer 

V. 23-24 Illustration 
V. 35 Application 

 
QUESTION 
The Jews taught that a man was to forgive another three times, but not the fourth. Peter more 
than doubled this, and asked whether forgiveness was to be exercised to so great an extent.  
 
QUESTION 
"The man who asks such a question does not really know what forgiveness means."  
 
ANSWER 
Notice Ge 4:24, where the very same words are used-"If any man kill LAMECH, he shall be 
avenged seventy times seven." 
 
ANSWER 
Just as the judgment of God is perfect and complete, so also the forgiveness of God. 
Jesus clearly means unlimited forgiveness in either case.  
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ILLUSTRATION 
A King 
Slaves 
10K Talents = @$7 Billion  
100 Danarii = @11K 
Absurd / Ridiculous 
 
APPLICATION 
Forgive others as you have been forgiven. 
An unforgiving heart is . . .  
An unforgiven heart. 
 
QUESTION 
How does God forgive you? 
How are you to forgive others? 
 
1st ANSWER 
How does God forgive you? 
God forgives you because of who Jesus is and what Jesus did. 
 
BECAUSE of JESUS 
Debt is paid - Redemption 
Transgression is forgiven - Forgiveness 
Justice is satisfied - Propitiation  
 
BECAUSE of JESUS 
Guilt is removed - Justification 
Defilement is cleansed - Blamelessness 
Righteousness is received - Imputation 
 
BECAUSE of JESUS 
Fellowship is established - Reconciliation 
Identity is changed - In Christ 
 
BECAUSE of JESUS 

6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will 
hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the 
wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. (Rom. 5:6-
10) 
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1st ANSWER 
God forgives you completely (Col. 2:13). 
God forgives you unconditionally (Rom. 5:6, 8, 10). 
 
2nd ANSWER 
How are you to forgive others? 

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you. (Eph. 4:31, 32) 

 

FORGIVENESS 
Charizomai 

| 
CHARIS 

| 
GRACE 

 
GRACE 

Loves without condition 
Accepts without requirement 

Forgives without limit 
Favors without merit 
Serves without reward 

 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
Just because you forgive someone does not mean the problem goes away. 
Forgiveness does not negate the consequences of poor choices on a horizontal level.  
 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
Just because you forgive someone does not mean you should now trust them. 
Forgiving people is letting it go and moving forward. 
 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
Forgiveness frees you from the bondage of bitterness. 
 
WHAT’S NEXT? 
Learn to bask in the Height, Depth, Width, and Length of God’s unconditional forgiveness. 
Learn to forgive others as God has forgiven you. 
 
 


