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Date:  January 25, 2015 
Title:  “And the Older Shall serve the Younger” 
Text:  Genesis 25:19-28. 
Theme: God is faithful in fulfilling His Word to provide a deliverer from sin and death. 
 

Introduction:  
 

“Do you ever get the feeling that life is a struggle? We live in a competitive world and the trouble 
with the rat race is that, even if you win, you are still a rat. Jacob’s story is the story of struggle.”1 
 

“Jacob was one of the great patriarchs of the Old Testament, but at times he was also a schemer, 
liar, and manipulator.”2 
 

“Liar, self-reliant, image-conscious, and careless: these are all adjectives that accurately describe 
most of Jacob’s life. Whether deceiving his father (Gen. 27), using his own wits to appease Esau 
(32:1–21), worrying more about his reputation than his daughter’s safety (chap. 34), or ignoring 
the fraternal hatred incited by his favoring of Joseph (chap. 37), Jacob has not been the paragon 
of piety.”3 
 

“Schemer, liar, manipulator, self-reliant, image-conscious, and careless, etc.” He is not the guy 
you want marrying your daughter [or perhaps he is]. 
 

“Cheer up. You’re a lot worse off than you think you are, but in Jesus you are far more loved 
than you could have ever imagined.” Jack Miller 
 

“You can't adequately sum up Jacob's career in just a few paragraphs, but for the sake of 
perspective, here's an attempt: Jacob is the grandson of Abraham, to whom God revealed 
himself, and the son of Isaac. He is born a twin and spends his life in sibling rivalry with his 
(slightly) older brother Esau. He has two streaks that are to dominate his life: a sly, deceptive 
nature and a quest for spiritual things. As his spiritual side grows, his deceptive side diminishes. 
Because his deceptive behavior incurs Esau's anger, Jacob flees for his life to Haran, the family's 
ancestral home in Mesopotamia. There he acquires two wives, two concubines, and a dozen 
children. When he arrives in Haran, he has only the clothes on his back to call his own. He leaves 
20 years later a wealthy man, which he attributes to God's blessing. As he returns to Canaan, he 
wrestles with God, reconciles with Esau, and settles again in the Promised Land, living at 
Succoth, Shechem, Bethel, Hebron, and finally Goshen in Egypt. His sons are jealous of Jacob's 
favorite son Joseph, whom they sell into slavery. But Joseph eventually rises to second in 
command of all Egypt. When Jacob is an old man, a famine devastates Canaan, forcing the 
family to buy grain in Egypt. Through a course of events, Joseph reconciles with his brothers 
and moves the entire clan to Egypt, where Jacob dies at age 147.”4 
 

“Jacob, or Israel, the son of Isaac, was the ancestor who gave his name to the covenant people. 
Jacob means ‘one who holds the heel’ or ‘one who treads on the heel’ (Gen. xxv. 26), and is also 
explained as ’one who overreaches’ (cf. Jer. ix. 4) by means of his practised cunning (Gen. xxvii. 
36). Israel, on the other hand, which became the designation of the people, was given him by 
God as a special distinction after he had proved his courage and gained a victory (Gen. xxxii. 
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28).”5 
 

In Genesis 15:13 God told Abram that his descendants would be slaves in a foreign land for 400 
years. This number is also mentioned in Acts 7:6. 
 

• God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. (Gen. 15:13) 

 

• 6 But God spoke to this effect, that his “DESCENDANTS WOULD BE ALIENS IN A FOREIGN LAND, 
AND THAT THEY WOULD BE ENSLAVED AND MISTREATED FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. 7 AND 
WHATEVER NATION TO WHICH THEY WILL BE IN BONDAGE I MYSELF WILL JUDGE,” said God, 
“AND AFTER THAT THEY WILL COME OUT AND SERVE ME IN THIS PLACE.” (Acts 7:6, 7) 
 

Exodus 12:41 says that the Israelites were in Egypt for 430 years.  
 

• 40 Now the time that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And at the end 
of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 
Egypt. (Exod. 12:40, 41) 
 

This number also appears in Galatians 3:17. 
 

• What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a 
covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. (Gal. 3:17) 

 

Gen. 1 – Gen 11  [2,000 years] 
Gen. 12 – Gen. 47 [215 years] 
Gen. 47 – Exod. 12:40, 41 [430 years] 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
1. Jacob’s birth and youth (Gen. 25:19 – 
Gen. 28 [His struggle with Esau])  

2. Jacob flees to Haran living with Uncle 
Laban (Gen. 27:41 – Gen. 31) 

3. Jacob encounters Esau on his return 
to Canaan (Gen. 32 – 36) 

4. Jacob passes in Genesis 47. 
 
The Story of Joseph begins (Gen. 37 – 50 
[Judah and Tamar {38}; Jacob enters Egypt 
{46}]) 
 
• His early years (Gen. 25:19-28) 
• His time in Hebron (Gen. 27:41-Gen. 31 
[20 Years]) 

• His return to Canaan (Gen. 32-36) 
• His journey to Egypt (Gen. 46-50 [17 years]) 
• Enters Egypt at 130 (Gen. 47:9) and dies when he is 147 (Gen. 47:28) 
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His early years [73 years or 40] 
His time in Hebron [20 years] 
His return to Canaan [37 years or 70 ] 
His time in Egypt [17 years] 
Enters Egypt at 130 (Gen. 47:9) and dies when he is 147 (Gen. 47:28) 

 
“Beginning with the second half of Genesis 25:19, we start the records of Jacob. His account of 
the events in his life ends with the first half of Genesis 37:2. As with the other records, the 
account starts with a brief history of the writer's grandfather and father. For twenty years, 
Rebekah and Isaac had no children (Genesis 25:20, 26). Isaac turned to God for help and God 
answered his prayer. Rebekah became pregnant, but she began to suspect something unusual 
was happening when she noticed more movement in her womb than would be expected. It was 
unusual enough that she went to the Lord to ask about her condition. We do not know if she 
went to a prophet or if she simply prayed on her own behalf. We also do not know how God 
chose to answer her -- whether through a prophet, a vision, or a dream. God told Rebekah that 
she was to have twins, but twins with very different personalities. They would go their separate 
ways and found two different nations. One of the two would be stronger, but more importantly, 
the older child would serve the younger. In other words, the control of the family would pass 
on to the second-born child. This right to lead the family is generally referred to as the blessing. 
Do not confuse the blessing with the birthright. The birthright was a double portion of the 
inheritance when the father died.”6 
 
Jacob and the covenant with Abraham (Gen. 28:10ff; 35:12). 
 
The promise which is given to Jacob is essentially the same one which was given to Abraham 
and to Isaac. 
 
Abraham Isaac Jacob 

"I am God Almighty" (Gen 17:1). "I am the God of your father 
Abraham" (Gen 26:24). 

"I am the Lord, the God of your 
father Abraham and the God of 
Isaac" (Gen 28:13). 

"For all the land which you see, 
I will give it to you and to your 
descendants forever" (Gene 
13:15). 

"For to you and to your 
descendants I will give all these 
lands" (Gen 26:3). 

"The land on which you lie, I 
will give it to you and to your 
descendants" (Gen 28:13). 

"And I will make your 
descendants as the dust of the 
earth" (Gen 13:16). 

"And I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of 
heaven" (Gen 26:4). 

"Your descendants shall also be 
like the dust of the earth" (Gen 
28:14). 

"And in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed" (Gen 
12:3). 

"And by your descendants all 
the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed" (Gen 26:4). 

"And in you and in your 
descendants shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed" 
(Gen 28:14). 
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"Do not fear, Abram, I am a 
shield to you" (Gen 15:1). 

"Do not fear, for I am with you" 
(Gen 26:24). 

"And behold, I am with you, 
and will keep you wherever you 
go" Gen 28:15). 

 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the recipients of the Seed Promise.  
 

• The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built an altar 
there to the LORD who had appeared to him. (Gen. 12:7) 
 

• for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever. (Gen. 13:15) 
 

• 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this 
land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: 19 the Kenite and the Kenizzite 
and the Kadmonite 20 and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Rephaim 21 and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Girgashite and the Jebusite.” (Gen. 15:18-21) 
 

• “Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give 
all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham.” (Gen. 26:3) 
 

• And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the 
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants.” (Gen. 28:13) 
 

• Then the LORD said to him, “This is the land which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'I will 
give it to your descendants'; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” (Deut. 
34:4) 
 

• 9 The covenant which He made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac. 10 Then He confirmed it to Jacob for 
a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan As the portion 
of your inheritance,” (Ps. 105:9-11) 
 

• The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 
(Acts 3:13) 

 
However, there are also some differences. Isaac had been told by God to stay in the land (Genesis 
26:2). Jacob, on the other hand, is told that the Lord will be with him and shall accompany him 
on his extended journey out of the land and that ultimately he shall be brought back to the land 
of promise. 
 
1 Chronicles 16:13-18 O you seed of Israel his servant, you children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
 

• And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land 
wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. {wherein...: Heb. of thy sojournings} (Gen. 
28:4) 
 

• And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; (Gen. 28:13) 

 
“A Midrash (B’reishit Rabbah 70:4) casts Jacob’s response in a very different light, as an 
exclamation of joy over God’s protection: ‘If God does all of these things for me, then I will be 
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protected from temptation and sin, and will have no problem being faithful to God.’ In other 
words, Jacob does not doubt that God will keep the covenant; Jacob doubts whether he himself 
will be able to uphold his commitment. And with God’s support, he reasons, it should not be 
difficult. Ramban (Moses Ben Nahmanides) reads the passage a little differently as well. He 
translates ‘if’ as ‘when.’ That is, when all these conditions are met, there can be no doubt that 
the Eternal is God. And therefore the passage is not conditional, but rather a vow that, upon his 
return to his home, the fulfillment of God's promise, Jacob will set up a monument for the 
worship of God.”7 
 

• And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give 
the land. (Gen. 35:12) 

 

• And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. (Gen. 28:15) 
 

• And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with 
thee. (Gen. 31:3) 
 

• I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now 
arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. (Gen. 31:13) 

 

Jacob and his altars.  See also Gen. 4:3, 4 [Cain and Abel] 
 
• Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered 

burnt offerings on the altar. (Gen. 8:20) 
 

• The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So [Abram] built an 

altar there to the LORD who had appeared to him. (Gen. 12:7, 8, [See also Gen. 13:4, 18, 22:9]) 
 

• So [Isaac] built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD, and pitched his tent there; and 
there Isaac's servants dug a well. (Gen. 26:25) 

 

• See also Jacob’s ladder (Gen. 28:10-22) 
 

• See also Jacob wrestling an angel (Gen. 32:24-32) 
 

• Then [Jacob] erected there an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel [God, the God of Israel]. (Gen. 33:20) 

 
“Nature forms us, sin deforms us, education informs us, penitentiary’s try to reform us, but only 
Jesus can transform us.”  
 
Every Patriarch had to have their come to Jesus moment.  
 
None were saved simply because they were born Jewish, neither are you saved simply because 
you come to church or have Christian parents. 

 
24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not 
prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he 
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wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go 
unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 He said, “Your name 

shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed.” 29 

Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 
And he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my 
life has been preserved.” 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on 
his thigh. 32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the 
thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob's thigh in the sinew of the hip. (Gen. 32:24-32) 

 
The believing life is not a static life. The question is not, “DID YOU BELIEVE.” The question is, 
“DO YOU BELIEVE.” 
 
Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and live there, and make an altar there to God, who appeared 
to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” (Gen. 35:1) 

 

Name change. 
 
“In the OT (Old Testament) names are given almost as an adjective about that person or the 
circumstances of their birth (Read Gen 30:1-24). A change in name is a change in God's 
description of you. This usually means God changing your circumstance or some part of your 
life to fulfill His ultimate plan for you. In the case of Israel; if you read the subsequent books of 
the bible you will discover Israel goes through many hardships and even persecution (just look 
at history in general) and yet through out all of these hardships; Israel seems to ‘prevail’ by 
virtue of coming back to God or crying out to God (He who prevails with God). So the name 
change from ‘the supplanter’ to ‘May God Prevail’ seems appropriate. But this is true for every 
name change given by God in scripture. More than just a trivial change in what they are called; 
It is a change in who they are or will become.”8  
 
Jacob dies at the end of Genesis (Gen. 49:33; 50:1). 
 
Jacob is buried in Canaan (Gen. 50:12, 13). 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Jacob’s life before Haran (Gen. 25:19 – Gen. 28) 

 
A. The conflict between Jacob and Esau (Gen. 25:22-26; 32). 

 
• 22 But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is so, why then am I this way?” So she 

went to inquire of the LORD. 23 The LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb; And two peoples 
will be separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; And the older shall 
serve the younger.” 24 When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 
25 Now the first came forth red, all over like a hairy garment; and they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his 
brother came forth with his hand holding on to Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob; and Isaac was 
sixty years old when she gave birth to them. (Gen. 25:22-26) 

 
“Jacob and his brother Esau were at war with each other even before they were born. They 
struggled within Rebecca's womb.”9 
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“Jacob and his twin brother, Esau, were born to Isaac and Rebekah after 20 years of marriage, 
when Isaac was 60 years of age (Genesis 25:20, 25:26). Rebekah was uncomfortable during her 
pregnancy and went to inquire of God why she was suffering. She received the prophecy that 
twins were fighting in her womb and would continue to fight all their lives, even after they 
became two separate nations. The prophecy also said that ‘the one people shall be stronger than 
the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger;’ (Genesis 25:25 KJV)”10 
 

1. Steals the birthright (Gen. 25:29-34 [double portion]). 
 
“The story has a parallel to Cain and Abel. God told Rebekah in 25:23 that the two brothers are 
the descendents of two nations and that the older will serve the younger. What Esau also had 
going against him is that he had married two Hittite women (26:34-35). So we can presume that 
Rebekah had God’s permission to betray her husband. In 28:8, Esau married a Canaanite woman 
to spite his father.”11 
 

2. Steals the blessing (Gen. 27 [led the family]). 
 
“According to the Old Testament, Jacob was the younger twin brother of Esau, who was the 
ancestor of Edom and the Edomites. The two are representatives of two different grades of social 
order, Jacob being a pastoralist and Esau a nomadic hunter.”12 
 

B. The conflict with Abimelech (Gen. 26:7-33). 
 
II. Jacob’s life in Haran (Gen. 27:41 – Gen. 31) 

 
A. The conflict between Jacob and Laban (Gen. 29). 

 
“How old was Jacob when he married Leah and Rachel? The answer may surprise you. Jacob 

died when he was 147 years old. He had lived in Egypt 17 years (Genesis 47:28). Thus, Jacob was 

130 when he went to Egypt to be with Joseph. His arrival was the second year of the famine 

(Genesis 45:6). Joseph was then 39 years old (compare Genesis 41:46 and add the 7 years of 

plenty and the 2 years of famine). This means that Jacob was 91 when Rachel gave birth to 

Joseph. But Leah already had six children before Joseph was born (Genesis 30:20-24). Reuben 

(Leah’s firstborn by Jacob) was conceived at least 7 years before the birth of Joseph. This means 

that Jacob was about 84 years old when he first married. Such an old age for marriage was not 

normal practice even in those days because people were regularly bearing children at 35 years 

(Genesis 11:12), 30 years (Genesis 11:14), or 29 years of age (Genesis 11:24). On his wedding night 

Jacob had trouble distinguishing whether his wife was Rachel or Leah. Because of this, some 

have jokingly said the 84 year old man was probably half blind already (Genesis 29:21-26). Could 

be.”13 

 
“It is clear from the story of the patriarchs that God does not forget us. Time can go by in our 
lives and we can think that God has forgotten the promises He made to us. Abraham waited 
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twenty-four years for the birth of Isaac and laughed when God told him that Sarah would have 
a child in her old age. Jacob served a deceitful and wicked man, his Uncle Laban. For twenty 
years, he was separated from his family. During that time, his father grew old and his mother 
evidently passed away. It would be easy to think during this long period of trial that God had 
forgotten. God had not forgotten Jacob, and God has not forgotten you. While Jacob was serving 
Laban for those twenty years, God’s plan had not diminished. God had a plan for Jacob’s life, 
and it would be completed. God promised to bless Jacob, and He did.”14 
 

B. The conflict between Jacob, Rachel, and Leah (Gen. 30, 31). 
 
III. Jacob leaves Haran (Gen. 32 – 36) 

 
A. The conflict between Jacob and the angel (Gen. 32:24-32) 

 
“More literally, Thou hast had power with God, and with man thou shalt also prevail.  Myhla 

Me Im Elohim, with the strong God; Myvna Me im anashim, with weak, feeble man.  There is 
a beautiful opposition here between the two words: Seeing thou hast been powerful with the 
Almighty, surely thou shalt prevail over perishing mortals.”15 
 
“In fact, Jacob struggled with God his entire life, as many of us do. As he matured in faith, Jacob 
depended on God more and more. But the turning point for Jacob came after a dramatic, all-
night wrestling match with God. In the end the Lord touched Jacob's hip and he was a broken 
man, but also a new man. From that day forward, Jacob was called Israel. And for the rest of his 
life he walked with a limp, demonstrating his dependence on the Lord. Jacob finally learned to 
give up control to God. Jacob's story teaches us how an imperfect person can be greatly blessed 
by God--not because of who he or she is, but because of who God is.”16 
 

B. The conflict between Jacob and his children 
 
“Jacob had 13 children, 10 of whom were founders of tribes of Israel. Leah bore him his only 
daughter, Dinah, and six sons—Reuben, Simeon, Levi (who did not found a tribe, but was the 
ancestor of the Levites), Judah (from whom a tribe and the Davidic monarchy were descended), 
Issachar, and Zebulun. Leah’s maidservant, Zilpah, bore him Gad and Asher, and Rachel’s 
maidservant, Bilhah, bore him Dan and Naphtali. Rachel’s sons were Benjamin and Joseph (who 
did not found a tribe, but whose sons founded the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim).”17 
 

1. Shechem, Dinah, Simeon, and Levi (Gen. 34) 
 
Simeon and Levi destroys the people of Shechem for defiling their sister Dinah. 
 

2. Rueben (Gen. 35:22). 
 
Rueben defiles his father by sleeping with his father’s concubine Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid. 
 

3. Joseph (Gen. 37:3) 
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“As a result of a severe drought in Canaan, Jacob and his sons moved to Egypt at the time when 
his son Joseph was viceroy. After Jacob died there 17 years later, Joseph carried Jacob's remains 
to the land of Canaan, and gave him a stately burial in the same Cave of Machpelah as were 
buried Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob's first wife, Leah.”18 
 

4. Judah and Tamar (Gen. 38) 
 
IV. Jacob enters Egypt (Gen. 46) 

 
Jacob is a man of turmoil and testing. Yet, the New Testament clearly identifies him as the 
recipient of the Seed Promise. 
 

• Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; (Matt. 1:2) 
 

• 15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; 16 And Jacob begat Joseph 
the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. (Matt. 1:15, 16) 
 

• And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 8:11) 
 

• I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living. (Matt. 22:32) 
 

• And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake 
unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? (Mark 12:26) 
 

• And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. (Luke 1:33) 
 

• Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of Abraham, which was the son 
of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, (Luke 3:34) 
 

• There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all 
the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. (Luke 13:28) 
 

• Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. (Luke 20:37) 
 

• 5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave 
to his son Joseph. 6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on 
the well: and it was about the sixth hour. (John 4:5, 6) 
 

• Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, 
and his cattle? (John 4:12) 
 

• The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom 
ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. (Acts 
3:13) 
 

• 8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the 
eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs . . . 12 But when Jacob heard that 
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there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first . . . 14 Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to 
him, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and 
our fathers, (Acts 7:8, 12, 14, 15) 

 

• Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then 
Moses trembled, and durst not behold. (Acts 7:32) 
 

• Who found favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. (Acts 7:46) 
 

• As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. (Rom. 9:13) 
 

• And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob: (Rom. 11:26) 
 

• 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: . . . 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning 
things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, 
leaning upon the top of his staff. (Heb. 11:9, 20, 21) 

 
Fulfillment does not depend on human instrumentation, but on God. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“Jacob's character is best illustrated by his double name. He is called Jacob because of his 
dexterity and cunning, which always give him the advantage over the physically stronger Esau 
and over the shrewd Laban. On account of his weakness and his subordinate position Jacob 
accommodates himself to the will of the stronger, yet always succeeds in attaining his end by 
courage and tenacity. However much dissimulation there was in his conduct, Jacob did not 
employ it for sordid gain. As Israel he strives for the blessing of God because he has recognized 
therein the highest good. He devotes his whole energy to obtaining the blessings of the covenant 
(Hos. xii. 4-5). It is true that Jacob's character does not show the comparative 
straightforwardness of Abraham, and therefore he can not be regarded as a model for all time. 
He is not an ideal, even according to the standard of Israelitic ethics, but a man whose sinful 
nature struggles against his better self; but he was purified by the suffering which made his life 
a sadder one than that of his forefathers (xlvii. 9). What raises Jacob above himself is his reverent, 
indestructible longing for the salvation of his God, which after long struggles attains complete 
satisfaction.”19 
 
“In the stories of Jacob, Joseph, and Abraham God had promised to do something great. It is 
interesting that each of them determines to try to help God out so that their dream can be 
fulfilled. Abraham and Sarah tried to help God out by giving Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid, to 
Abraham as a second wife. This brought problems into Abraham’s life that he would have to 
deal with the rest of his life. We should never violate God’s principles in order to accomplish 
God’s will. Jacob tried to help God out by stealing his brother’s birthright and blessing. There is 
a very interesting story that is told in Genesis 30. Jacob put poplar rods in the feeding troughs 
of cows so that they would produce ring-straked and spotted cattle. This must have been a 
popular superstition in his day. It did nothing. God was in control, and Jacob just made himself 
look foolish trying to help God out.”20 
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“We often worry about missing the will of God for our life, but God works with our mistakes 
and bad decisions. His plans cannot be upset.”21 
 
 
1. There is no such thing as sinless perfection this side of the grave. 
2. Life is messy; our relationship with God is not. 
3. Fulfillment does not depend on human instrumentation, but on God. 
4. Our relationship with God is dynamic, not static. It is based on knowledge, then volition, 

and finally emotion. 
5. God is faithful to keep His Word. He is fulfilling His promise to the Serpent and to Adam 

and Eve. 
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