
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 18, 2015 
Title:  “Through Isaac Your Descendants Shall be Named” 
Text:  Gen. 21:1ff 
Theme: Isaac becomes heir of the promise 
 
Introduction:  
“As the Westminster Confession puts it: ‘Although the work of redemption was not actually 
wrought by Christ till after his incarnation, yet the virtue, efficacy, and benefits thereof, were 
communicated unto the elect in all ages successively from the beginning of the world, in and by 
those promises, types, and sacrifices, wherein he was revealed and signified to be the Seed of 
the woman, which should bruise the serpent's head, and the Lamb slain from the beginning of 
the world, being yesterday and to-day the same, and for ever’ (Ch.8:VI).”1 
 
“For the purposes of this class, typology (or typological symbolism) is a Christian form of 
biblical interpretation that proceeds on the assumption that God has placed anticipations of 
Christ in the laws, events, and people of the Old Testament.”2 
 
“Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, known as the Patriarchs, are both the physical and spiritual 
ancestors of Judaism. They founded the religion now known as Judaism, and their descendants 
are the Jewish people. Of course, technically, it is incorrect to refer to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob as Jews, because the terms ‘Jew’ and ‘Judaism’ were not used generally to refer to this 
nation until hundreds of years after their time; nevertheless, for convenience and in accordance 
with common practice, I will use these terms.”3 
 
The name Isaac, which means “he laughs,” was derived from his parents’ reaction when God 
told Abraham that he, at 100 years old, and his wife Sarah, at the age of 90, would have a son 
(Genesis 17:17; 18:12). 
 
“This week's Torah portion begins with the phrase, V'eileh toldot Yitzchak ben Avraham, ‘This is 
the line of Isaac son of Abraham’ (Genesis 25:19), indicating that the text is now going to focus 
on Isaac, the second of the Patriarchs of our tradition. And, indeed, he figures prominently in 
the stories of this portion. However, he still seems to play a subordinate role to his father, 

Abraham, and his son, Jacob. In the stories of two of the major incidents of his life, the Akeidah 
(Genesis 22) and the blessing of his sons (Genesis 27) he is not even the central figure. Rabbi W. 
Gunther Plaut notes that ‘Of the three patriarchs, Isaac's personality is the least clearly defined’ 
and he is primarily ‘the bridge between Abraham and Jacob, the essential link in the chain of 
greatness’ (The Torah: A Modern Commentary, Revised Edition [New York: URJ Press, 2005], pp. 
184-185). While it is easy to overlook Isaac and his role in the biblical narrative, we can learn 
quite a lot from three aspects of his life that distinguished him from both his father and his son: 
�       Isaac never leaves the Land of Israel 
�       he only has one wife and only fathers children with one woman 
�       his name is not changed”4 
 
Griffith Thomas said concerning him, “He was the ordinary son of a great father, and the 
ordinary father of a great son.”5  
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“Isaac was one of the three patriarchs of the Israelites. Isaac was the only biblical patriarch whose 
name was not changed, and the only one who did not move out of Canaan. Compared to those 
of Abraham and Jacob, Isaac's story relates fewer incidents of his life. He died when he was 

180 years old, making him the longest-lived of the three.”6 
 
The biblical text is clear, God could have chosen anyone to carry forth the Seed Promise, but He 
chose Isaac. 
 

• 6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from 
Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham's descendants, but: ‘THROUGH ISAAC YOUR 

DESCENDANTS WILL BE NAMED.’ 8That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, 
but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.… (Rom. 9:6-8) 

 

• But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever 
Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” (Gen. 21:12) 
 

• And do not think you can say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.” I tell you that out of these 

stones God can raise up children for Abraham. (Matt. 3:9) 
 

• 33 They answered him, “We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can 
you say that we shall be set free?” . . . 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham's 

children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did.” (John 8:33, 39) 
 

• 23 His son by the slave woman was born according to the flesh, but his son by the free woman was born as 

the result of a divine promise. . . 28 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. (Gal. 
4:23, 28) 
 

• even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” (Heb. 11:18) 

 
The New Testament authors identify him as one of the three patriarchs (Matt. 8:11; 22:32; Mark 
12:26; Luke 20:37). He is listed in the genealogy of Jesus (Matt. 1:2; Luke 3:34). He is identified 
as participating in the kingdom of God (Luke 13:28). He is inextricably tied to the early 
development of the Seed Promise (Acts 7:8, 32). He is clearly identified as linkage in Seed 
Promise (Rom. 9:6-8; Gen. 21:12; Gal. 4:23; Heb. 11:18). It is clear from other passages, God could 
have chosen anyone, but He chose Isaac (Matt. 3:9; John 8:33). 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“In the New Testament Isaac is used as a type of the church, which is composed of the spiritual 
children of Abraham (Gal 4:28) and as a type of the new nature which is born of the Spirit in 
contrast to the old nature typified by Ishmael (Gal 4:29). It is interesting to note that Isaac is 
taken to be a type of two distinct things in two successive verses of the New Testament. More 
prominent in the person of Isaac are typical truths relating to Christ which are not mentioned in 
the New Testament. Isaac was a type of Christ in many particulars. The births of Isaac and of 
Christ were genuinely miraculous. Both are involved in the promised deliverance first 
announced to Eve. Their births were anticipated and involved in the promises of God long 
before fulfillment. Both are the beloved of their fathers and both are declared to be only-begotten 
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(John 3:16; Heb. 11:17) although Ishmael was born before Isaac and all believers in Christ call 
God their Father. In Genesis twenty-two in the sacrifice of Isaac on Moriah we have a 
foreshadowing of the death of Christ which is too clear a picture to gainsay. In the type, Isaac is 
saved at the last moment and a substitute is provided. In the antitype, just as truly offered by 
the Father, there could be no substitute. Truly, Isaac lived because Christ died. In the beautiful 
story of Genesis twenty-four the securing of the bride for Isaac is again a prophetic picture, in 
type, of the Holy Spirit securing a bride for Christ, and complete in all its details.7 The entire life 
of Isaac affords a more complete typical picture of the Person and work of Christ than any 
previous character in Scripture.”8 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Isaac’s birth (Gen. 21) 
 
The three patriarchs are tied to the person and work of Jesus Christ (Acts 3:13).  It is clear Isaac 
is the promised seed and not Ishmael (Rom. 9:7, 10; Gal. 4:28). It is clear from the New Testament 
that Isaac is part of the Seed promise lineage (Heb. 11:9, 18). 
 

A. His birth was promised (Gen. 17:17; 18:10; 21:1-3) 
 
 

B. His birth was problematic 
 

Because of Hagar and Ishmael there was significant tension between Sarah, Hagar, Ishmael, and 
Isaac. 
 
“It was prophesied to the patriarch Abraham that he would have a son and that his name should 
be Isaac. When Abraham became one hundred years old, this son was born to him by his first 
wife Sarah (Gen. 18:10–12). Though this was Abraham's second son (Gen. 16:15) it was Sarah’s 
first and only child. On the eighth day from his birth, Isaac was circumcised, as was necessary 
for all males of Abraham's household, in order to be in compliance with Yahweh's covenant 
(Gen. 21:1-5). After Isaac had been weaned, Sarah saw Ishmael mocking, and urged her husband 
to cast out Hagar the bondservant and her son, so that Isaac would be Abraham's sole heir. 
Abraham was hesitant, but at God's order he listened to his wife's request (Gen. 21:8-12).”9  
 

II. Isaac’s battle (Gen. 22) 
 
Often, we speak of Abraham’s great act of faith. I would like to note how Isaac’s faith is equal 
to that of Abraham. He was willing to obey his father in laying on the altar. There are four 
thoughts we can note. 
 
The New Testament references the offering up of Isaac as an historical fact (Heb. 11:17, 18, 20; 
James 2:21). 
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• 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: . . . 20 By faith Isaac 
blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. (Heb. 11:17, 18, 20) 
 

• Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? (James 
2:21) 

 
“The story of Abraham’s acquiescence to God’s command to sacrifice Isaac was used in the early 
Christian church as an example of faith (Heb. 11:17) and of obedience (James 2:21).”10 
 
“The Book of Genesis does not tell the age of Isaac at the time. The Talmudic sages teach that 
Isaac was thirty-seven, likely based on the next biblical story, which is of Sarah's death at 127, 
being 90 when Isaac was born. Genesis 22:14 states that the event occurred at ‘the mount of the 
LORD’. 2 Chronicles 3:1; Psalm 24:3; Isaiah 2:3 & 30:29; and Zechariah 8:3, identify the location 
of this event as the hill on which Solomon was said to later build the Temple, now believed to 
be the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.”11 
 
“The Bible does not give a direct answer to the question of Isaac’s age when he was about to be 
offered as a sacrifice by his father. We therefore must conclude that neither our understanding 
of the passage nor our grasp of the points that God wants us to learn depend on knowing his 
age. However, some linguistic data are available that shed some light on the matter by pointing 
us in the direction of Isaac being older than we normally think, i.e., 20+. In the first place, 
consider the details pertaining to chronology. Sarah gave birth to Isaac when she was 90 years 
old (Genesis 17:17). She would have been 92 or 93, 95 at most, when Isaac was weaned. She died 
at age 127 (Genesis 23:1)—when Isaac was 37 years old. Following Isaac’s birth, the events of the 
rest of Genesis chapter 21 (i.e., the driving out of Hagar and Ishmael, and the incident with 
Abimelech), as well as the events of chapter 22, all occurred during a 35-year period 
(approximately). Notice the expression ‘many days’ in Genesis 21:34, as well as the phrase ‘after 
these things’ in 22:1. These allusions would suggest that some time had elapsed prior to the 
offering of Isaac. In the second place, the term ‘lad’ used to refer to Isaac (21:5,12) is a flexible 
Hebrew term that does not necessarily refer to what we ordinarily think of—i.e., a boy. Rather, 
the term encompasses a wide range of meanings—from a baby (e.g., Exodus 2:6; 2 Samuel 12:16) 
to a young man (e.g., Absalom in 2 Samuel 14:21; 18:5). It even can refer to ‘servant’ or ‘attendant’ 
(e.g., 2 Samuel 16:1) as well as soldier/leader (1 Kings 20:14,15,17,19). Look closely at the context 
of the Isaac passage in 22:5 where the servants that accompanied Abraham and Isaac are referred 
to as ‘young men’ (22:3,5,19). The word ‘servants’ is precisely the same term that is used in verses 
5 and 12 to refer to Isaac (cf. Gesenius, 1979, p. 555; Wigram, 1980, p. 823; Harris, et al., 1980, 
2:585-586). Were the servants that accompanied Abraham 5 to 7 year olds? Or were they older? 
Third, Isaac was given the task of carrying the wood for the impending sacrifice (22:6). There 
would have been enough wood to consume a human body when set on fire. Could a 5- to 7-
year-old child carry such a burden? Several commentators have weighed in on this question. 
Leupold wrote: ‘He may by this time have arrived at the age of some eighteen to twenty years’ 
(1942, 1:625). Josephus stated: ‘Now Isaac was twenty-five years old’ (1.13.2). Adam Clarke said: 
‘[I]t is more probable that he was now about thirty-three’ (1:140, emp. in orig.). Jamieson, Fausset, 
and Brown asserted that Isaac was ‘then upwards of twenty years of age’ (n.d., p. 29). J. Curtis 
Manor described him as ‘a youth of sufficient strength and agility to carry a load of firewood up 
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a mountainside’ (1994, p. 103). Keil and Delitzsch affirmed that ‘this son had grown into a young 
man’ (1976, 1:248). Morris added: ‘[T]he meaning in Isaac’s case should also be ‘young man’ ‘ 
(1976, p. 373).We conclude that as the several lines of evidence converge, they point to Isaac 
being a young man—not a young boy.”12 
 

A. His Trial 
 
“The greatest test of Abraham’s faith is described in Genesis 22. God instructed Abraham to take 
his son to Moriah and offer him up as a sacrifice. With great agony of soul, Abraham obeyed, 
trusting in God to raise his son from the dead (see Hebrews 11:17-19). In response to Abraham’s 
faith and obedience, God again reiterated his covenant with Abraham (22:15-18).”13 
 
“Isaac was the subject of the tenth and most difficult test of Abraham's faith: G-d commanded 
Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering. (Gen 22). This test is known in Jewish tradition as 
the Akeidah (the Binding, a reference to the fact that Isaac was bound on the altar). But this test 
is also an extraordinary demonstration of Isaac's own faith, because according to Jewish 
tradition, Isaac knew that he was to be sacrificed, yet he did not resist, and was united with 
his father in dedication. At the last moment, G-d sent an angel to stop the sacrifice. It is 

interesting to note that child sacrifice was a common practice in the region at the time. Thus, 
to people of the time, the surprising thing about this story is not the fact that G-d asked Abraham 
to sacrifice his child, but that G-d stopped him! Judaism uses this story as evidence that G-d 
abhors human sacrifice. In fact, I have seen some sources indicating that Abraham failed this 
test of faith because he did not refuse to sacrifice his son! Judaism has always strongly opposed 
the practice of human sacrifice, commonplace in many other cultures at that time and place. 
Isaac later married Rebecca (Rivka), who bore him fraternal twin sons: Jacob (Ya'akov) and Esau. 
(Gen 25).”14 
 

B. His Obedience  
 
“’Doubtless,’ one says, ‘while Abraham lifted up the knife to slay his son, the sun was turned to 
darkness to him, the stars left their places, and earth and heaven vanished from his sight. To the 
eye of sense, all was gone that life had built up, and the promise had come actually to an end 
for evermore; but to the friend of God all was still as certain as ever — all absolutely sure and 
fixed. The end, the promise, nay even the son of the promise — even he, in the fire of the burnt-
offering — was not gone, because that was near and close at hand which could restore: the great 
Power which could reverse everything. The heir was safe in the strong hope of him who 
accounted that God was able to raise him up even from the dead.’ The offering, so far as the 
offerer was concerned, had been made. His obedience to the word he thought to hear was 
perfect. God's will and his were one.”15 

 
C. His Acceptance 

 
God stopped the hand of Abraham and a ram was provided in the place of his son. 
 

• 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them 
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walked on together. . . 13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught 
in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in 
the place of his son. 14 Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this 
day, “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided.” (Gen. 22:8, 13, 14) 

 

D. His Deliverance 
 
“The place was ‘Jehovah-jireh’ indeed, for the Lord had provided Himself the lamb for the 
burnt-offering. The sacrifice in its outward form should not fail. Here was the Divine sanction 

of the method of substitution. Here was foreshadowed the ritual of Tabernacle and Temple, 
and, most dimly, ‘the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.’ Isaac need not die, but 
the animal must. We need not perish, but the Christ must give His flesh and blood for the 
life of the world. The victim was God's choice in the first instance: He was in the last. In the 
smoke and flames of this first sacrifice ascended not only the tribute of a penitent and adoring 
soul, but also the unutterable gratitude for a life given back as from the dead.”16 
 
The narrative then speaks of Isaac’s wife, Rebekah. 
 

III. Isaac’s bride (Gen. 24) 
 

Isaac marries Rebekah. “According to the account in the Book of Genesis, Rebecca was the wife of Isaac 

and the sister of Laban, who would later become the father of Rachel and Leah, two of the wives of 

Rebecca's son Jacob.”17 

 
Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be 
stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger. (Gen. 25:24, NIV) 

 
A. Women are people too. They can be just as ambitious, loving, deceitful and self-

sacrificing as men. Their individual personality shapes them, not their gender.18  
B. God's plan for humanity is beyond our understanding. The Bible does not flinch from 

showing the complexity of human nature. Rebecca deceived her aged husband and 
betrayed her older son. The other members of her family are also less than perfect. Yet 
God uses them for His purpose.19  

C. Fulfillment of God's promise: this story shows the gradual unfolding of God's plan. 
Sarah and Abraham will have many descendants and become a great nation.20  

 
IV. Isaac’s blunder (Gen. 27) 

 
Although I do not care much for TV psychology, listen to the following statement by Dr. Phil: 
 
“Do you openly show favoritism to one of your children? Is your bond stronger with a certain 
child than another? Certainly, the less-favored child can suffer from your alliances, but you may 
be surprised to learn that playing favorites has a negative affect on all children in the home, 
including the ‘star’ child.”21 
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What I find sadly humorous is the simplicity of the idea as noted in the biblical text. Their failure 
as parents was found in favoring one child over the other. I do remember this idea existing in 
some family conversations and my own mother would respond by saying she loved all of us 
equally. I know, however, that I was/am her favorite [wink!].  
 
Isaac favors Esau, but it is in Jacob the Seed Promise finds fulfillment. 
 
“This proclamation of a change in who would receive the blessing is similar to what happened 
between Ishmael and Isaac. Even though Ishmael was Abraham's first-born son, the birthright 
and the blessing went to Isaac. The general practice is for the blessing to go to the first-born son, 
but it did not happen all the time. God looks at things differently from men (Romans 9:10-13, 
Malachi 1:2-3). God foresaw that the blessing would need to follow the second-born son. Isaac 
was aware of God's choice, but over time, he began to favor his eldest son. The first son to be 
born was covered with red hair, so he was named Esau, which means ‘hairy.’ The second son 
was born holding on to his brother's heel, so they named him Jacob. Jacob means ‘heel-catcher’ 
like one of those nasty kids at school who stick their foot out to trip you. Jacob's name becomes 
prophetic of how he behaves in later life. As the children grew, Esau became an outdoors man 
and a noted hunter. Unfortunately, he also took to laying with women and treating righteous 
living with contempt (Hebrews 12:16). Unlike his notorious brother, Jacob stayed closed to 
home. He is described as a plain or peaceable man. The Hebrew word here literally means he 
was a complete man. Unlike his brother, Jacob grew up to be spiritually mature (Malachi 1:2-3, 
Micah 7:20). We can see that God was accurate in his choice of who was to received the blessing. 
Yet, we find that Isaac was partial to Esau -- not because of Esau qualities of character, but 
because he liked the taste of the food Esau brought home from his hunts. At the same time, 
Rebekah was partial to Jacob. Customarily, the eldest son received a double portion of the 
inheritance, which was called the birthright (Deuteronomy 21:17). For Isaac's family, this means 
that Isaac's possessions would be divided into three parts. Two parts would go to Esau and one 
part would go to Jacob. While this is the general practice, it could be altered (I Chronicles 5:1-2). 
The second item the eldest child received from his father was the blessing (Genesis 27:29). The 
child receiving the blessing became the patriarch of the extended family when his father died. 
The blessing was particularly important in families descending from Abraham because with it 
came the covenant God made with Abraham. While the blessing normally goes to the eldest 
child, the selected child can be changed.”22 
 
“They named the twins Esau and Jacob. Esau was born first, but Jacob became Rebekah's 
favorite. When the boys grew up, Jacob tricked his older brother into selling his birthright for a 
bowl of stew. Later, as Isaac was dying and his eyesight had failed, Rebekah helped Jacob 
deceive Isaac into blessing him instead of Esau. She put goatskins on Jacob's hands and neck to 
imitate Esau's hairy skin. When Isaac touched it, he blessed Jacob, thinking it was really Esau. 
Rebekah's deception caused strife between Esau and Jacob. Many years later, however, Esau 
forgave Jacob. When Rebekah died, she was buried in the family tomb, a cave near Mamre in 
Canaan, the resting place of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, and her daughter-in-law Leah.”23 
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None of the deception was necessary. The choice of who would carry forward the Seed Promise 
is established by God, not man. Yet despite us and because of us, the Story moves relentlessly 
forward. 
 
When Isaac discovered that he had been deceived by his son Jacob, he accepted and submitted 
to what he recognized as God’s will, in spite of it being completely against the accepted tradition 
at the time.  
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. See JESUS in the everyday. 
2. Stay faithful to your spouse. 
3. Do not play favorites with your children. 
4. Isaac’s “blandness” causes him to stand out. 
5. The point of his inclusion is to show the faithfulness of God in keeping His Promise to 

provide a Seed through which the Serpent’s head would be crushed. 

 

1 http://www.tecmalta.org/tft153.htm  
2 Introduction of Biblical Typology By Eric Landstrom http://www.ovrlnd.com/Teaching/Typology.html  
3 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm  
4 http://www.reformjudaism.org/isaac-why-patriarch-different-all-other-patriarchs  
5 Reference unknown 
6 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac  
7 https://bible.org/seriespage/series-christology-part-3-incarnation-son-god#G48C036 
8 https://bible.org/seriespage/series-christology-part-3-incarnation-son-god  
9 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac#cite_note-9  
10 http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/294933/Isaac  
11 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binding_of_Isaac  
12 http://www.apologeticspress.org/apcontent.aspx?category=11&article=1272  
13 https://bible.org/seriespage/7-promised-seed-source-blessing-gods-perfect-plan  
14 http://www.jewfaq.org/origins.htm 
15 Reference unknown 
16 Reference unknown 
17 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca  
18 http://www.womeninthebible.net/1.3.Rebecca.htm  
19 http://www.womeninthebible.net/1.3.Rebecca.htm  
20 http://www.womeninthebible.net/1.3.Rebecca.htm  
21 http://www.drphil.com/articles/article/530  
22 http://lavistachurchofchrist.org/LVstudies/Genesis/54_twins.htm  
23 http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentpeople/a/Rebekah.htm  

                                                           



9 

 

 

Introduction of Biblical Typology 

By Eric Landstrom 
http://www.ovrlnd.com/Teaching/Typology.html 

 
As an extended illustration of grounding typology within the confines of the proof-text 
approach, we can determine that Isaac is a type of Jesus Christ by following the textual clues 
given in the text of Scripture. These clues are then elaborated and developed by comparing the 
big idea alluded to by the text. 
References of the textual clues found in Scripture of the type/anti-type relationship that Isaac 
holds with Jesus Christ: 

  ISAAC  JESUS 

Only begotten Son Genesis 22:2  John 3:16 

Offered on a mountain, hill Genesis 22:2  Matt. 21:10 

Took donkey to place of sacrifice Genesis 22:3  Matt. 21:2-11 

Two men went with him. Genesis 22:3  Mark 15:27; Luke 23:33 

Three day journey. Jesus: three days in the 
grave Genesis 22:4 

 
Luke 24:13-21 

Son carried wood on his back up hill Genesis 22:6  John 19:17 

God will provide for Himself the lamb Genesis 22:8  John 1:29 

Son was offered on the wood Genesis 22:9  Luke 23:33 

Ram in thicket of thorns 
Genesis 
22:13 

 
John 19:2 

The seed will be multiplied 
Genesis 
22:17 

 
John 1:12; Isaiah 53:10 

Abraham went down, Son sat down 
Genesis 
22:19 

 
Luke 23:46; Heb. 1:3 

Servant gets bride for son 
Genesis 24:1-
4 

 Eph. 5:22-32;  
Rev. 21:2, 9; 22:17 

The bride was a beautiful virgin 
Genesis 
24:16 

 
2 Cor. 11:2 

Servant offered ten gifts to bride 
Genesis 
24:10 

 
Rom. 6:23; 12; 1 Cor. 12 

 
The comparisons between the lives of Isaac and Jesus Christ through the study of typology give 
us clues and allusions of how the providential hand of the Lord was far more active in bringing 
about His redemptive plan than a simple survey of Old Testament prophecy would reveal. The 
study of typology also helps reveal how in different ways, ways which were entirely unexpected 
by the Jews, Jesus Christ is the fulfillment or anti-type of such prophecy.  
 


