
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 11, 2015 
Title:  “Now the LORD said to Abram” 
Text:  Genesis 12ff 
Theme: God narrows His promise through a single individual named Abraham 
 
Introduction:  
 
How do we move from the Garden, to the fall and through the fall to redemption and rescue? 
Genesis 1-11 enables us to see the sin of humanity and the grace of God. Genesis 1-11 is inclusive 
whereas 12-50 is exclusive. Genesis 1-11 encompasses the world whereas 12-50 embraces one 
family. Genesis 1-11 is an introduction to Genesis 12. 
 
Genesis 1-11 is Israel's “prehistory”- The Pre-History provides the cosmic framework in which 
Israel's chosen status is to be understood: Because “the world is the way it is,” Abraham is 
chosen. 
 
“The basic narrative expresses the central theme: God creates the world (along with creating the 
first man and woman) and appoints man as his regent, but man proves disobedient and God 
destroys his world through the Flood. The new post-Flood world is equally corrupt, but God 
does not destroy it, instead calling one man, Abraham, to be the seed of its salvation. At God's 
command Abraham descends from his home into the land of Canaan, given to him by God, 
where he dwells as a sojourner, as does his son Isaac and his grandson Jacob. Jacob's name is 
changed to Israel, and through the agency of his son Joseph, the children of Israel descend into 
Egypt, 70 people in all with their households, and God promises them a future of greatness. 
Genesis ends with Israel in Egypt, ready for the coming of Moses and the Exodus. The narrative 
is punctuated by a series of covenants with God, successively narrowing in scope from all 
mankind (the covenant with Noah) to a special relationship with one people alone (Abraham 
and his descendants through Isaac and Jacob). The book's author or authors appear to have 
structured it around ten ‘toledot’ sections (the ‘these are the generations of…’ phrases), but 
modern commentators see it in terms of a ‘primeval history’ (chapters 1–11) followed by the 
cycle of Patriarchal stories (chapters 12–50).”1 
 
“Let me start with a question… what two titles are given to Abraham in scripture? There may 

be others but it seems to me that two titles constantly applied to Abraham are ‘the Father’ of the 

faith and ‘the friend of God’. Have a look at the following scriptures.”2 

  
• Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father 

of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a 
father of many nations.” (Gen. 17:3-5) 

 

• Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s 
offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the 
father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of 
God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they 
were. (Rom. 4:16, 17) 
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Three times in scripture he is also called the “friend of God.” As well as in 2 Chronicles 20:7 and 

James 2:23, there is this passage in Isaiah 41:8 

  
• But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of Abraham my friend. (Isa. 

41:8) 

 
“God made choice of Abram, and singled him out from among his fellow-idolaters, that he 
might reserve a people for himself, among whom his true worship might be maintained till the 
coming of Christ. From henceforward Abram and his seed are almost the only subject of the 
history in the Bible.”3 
 
The arrival of Abraham is by divine design. God created and caused Abraham to be who he is 
and where he was. The promises made to Abraham are the fulfilling of the Seed Promise. They 
have no significance apart from Genesis 3:15. Moreover, all of the promises made to Abraham 
are fulfilled in Christ. Listen to the biblical record as it traces for us the Seed journey through 
and to Abraham. 
 

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, “CURSED 
IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE” -- 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 15 Brethren, I speak 
in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one 
sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does 
not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ. 17 What 
I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant 
previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no 
longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise. 19 Why the Law 
then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a 
mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made. (Gal. 3:13-19) 
 
The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there 
to the LORD, who had appeared to him.” (Gen. 12:7) 
 
I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after 
you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. (Gen. 17:7) 
 
and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me. (Gen. 22:18) 
 
This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: (Matt. 1:1) 
 
to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors. (Luke 1:55) 
 
And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, 
“Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.” (Acts 3:25) 
 
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of 
the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. (Rom. 4:13) 
 
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's 
offspring--not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the 
father of us all. (Rom. 4:16) 
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the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving 
of the law, the temple worship and the promises. (Rom. 9:4) 
 
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's descendants? So am I.  (2 
Cor. 11:22) 

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Abraham’s genealogy (Genesis 11:31, 32) 

 
“Like many of God's mustard-seed size actions, it is obscure and seemingly insignificant. It is 
the kind of action scarcely anyone would have thought of who wanted to redeem the world, 
reclaim creation from the curse of sin, and fill the earth with God's glory. In completely 
sovereign grace God comes to this undeserving idolater and says, with life-creating authority, 
‘I am going to bless you, and through you bring blessing to the whole world.’ And with that 
begins the history of the people of Israel.”4 
 
We have a short statement concerning Abraham’s family tree and then we are “thrown” into 
God’s promises to him. Everything in the Story is there to move us forward. Transitions are 
abrupt. 
 
II. God’s covenant to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 
• 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your 

father's house, To the land which I will show you; 2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless 
you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And I will bless those who bless you, 
And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 4 So 
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Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran. (Gen. 12:1-4) 

 
What initially grabs you is the simplicity of the record, “Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go 

forth from your country’ . . . So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him.” There is 
nothing in our text to explain where he is spiritually. He is coming out of a land of idolatry. 
Since he is of Shem’s line, we might assume he is carrying forth the line of Seth. He is of the 
woman’s seed. 
 
“We first read of Abraham and the promises that he is given in Genesis 12:1–3. God reaches 
down into a pagan land and, in all likelihood, a pagan family, and calls out Abram for Himself 
(v. 1). Even before the covenant has been formally enacted, God’s grace is at work to redeem a 
people He has chosen. Abram is promised a good land (v. 1), a great nation, a great name, and 
great blessing that will extend first to him (v. 2) and then to all the families of the earth (v. 3). 
Let us now skip ahead to Genesis 15:1–6 where in verse 1 God promises to give Abram a great 
reward. Abram is a bit dismayed, however, and implies that God’s reward would be no good 
for his family since he does not have a natural heir (vv. 2–3). God replies that Abram will not 
need to have his servant become his heir, for instead he will be given many descendants (vv. 4–
5).”5 
 
The covenant with Abraham is not about Abraham. The covenant with Abraham is about Seed 
Promise. The BIG IDEA is not ABRAHAM, but JESUS. Our failure in handling the covenant 
with Abraham is stopping with each of the three statements and failing to see how the 
statements are fulfilled in Jesus. 
 
The statements made are all tied to Genesis 3:15 fulfilled. The covenant exists to fulfill the ancient 
promise. If the benefits are three-fold, then each of the benefits see their fulfillment in Christ. He 
is the land, He is the Seed, and He is the blessing. If all three are fulfilled in Christ, then what 
happens beyond Him? 
 
All of the promises in the Old Testament find their fulfillment in Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20).  
 

• 15 In this confidence I intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice receive a blessing; 16 that is, 
to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on 
my journey to Judea. 17 Therefore, I was not vacillating when I intended to do this, was I? Or what I purpose, 
do I purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there will be yes, yes and no, no at the same time? 18 

But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. 19 For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was 
preached among you by us--by me and Silvanus and Timothy--was not yes and no, but is yes in Him. 20 For 
as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to the 
glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, 22 who 
also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 23 But I call God as witness to my soul, that 
to spare you I did not come again to Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with 
you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing firm. (2 Cor. 1:15-24) 

 
“It is Christ who is the culmination of all Old Testament Covenants. He is the ‘seed of the woman’ 
in the Adamic Covenant (Genesis 3:15), the lifeblood from man in the Noahic Covenant (Genesis 
9:5), the seed of Abraham (Genesis 22:18), the spotless Passover Lamb of the Mosaic Covenant 
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(Deuteronomy 15:19-23), the heir to David’s throne (2 Samuel 7:12-16), and the sole mediator of 
the new and better covenant (Hebrews 9:15), ‘so that those who are called may receive the promised 
eternal inheritance’. There is no Covenant without Jesus Christ, and there never has been.”6 
 

A. A land 
 
“The promise of land (Genesis 12:1). God called Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees to a land that 

He would give him (Genesis 12:1). This promise is reiterated in Genesis 13:14–18 where it is 

confirmed by a shoe covenant; its dimensions are given in Genesis 15:18–21 (precluding any 

notion of this being fulfilled in heaven). The land aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant is also 

expanded in Deuteronomy 30:1–10, which is the Palestinian Covenant.”7 

 

“As regards the former of these, we find stated in Joshua 21:43-45, in very specific terms, that 

God had fulfilled all that he swore to the fathers. Later, in I Kings 4:20,21 and II Chronicles 9:26, 

we see the precise geographical boundaries promised to Abraham in the actual possession of 

Solomon, at the height of Israel’s political history. Immediately subsequent to this complete 

fulfillment of the land promise in its physical aspect, its typical purpose then having been 

realized, Israel as a nation began to lose possession of the extreme portions of its geography, 

never again to recover them.”8 

 

B. A Seed 
 
“The promise of descendants (Genesis 12:2). God promised Abraham that He would make a 
great nation out of him. Abraham, who was 75 years old and childless (Genesis 12:4), was 
promised many descendants. This promise is amplified in Genesis 17:6 where God promised 
that nations and kings would descend from the aged patriarch. This promise (which is expanded 
in the Davidic Covenant of 2 Samuel 7:12–16) would eventuate in the Davidic throne with 
Messiah’s kingdom rule over the Hebrew people.”9 
 

C. A Blessing 
 
“The promise of blessing and redemption (Genesis 12:3). God promised to bless Abraham and 

the families of the earth through him. This promise is amplified in the New Covenant 

(Jeremiah 31:31–34; cf. Hebrews 8:6–13) and has to do with ‘Israel’s spiritual blessing and 

redemption.’ Jeremiah 31:34 anticipates the forgiveness of sin. The unconditional and eternal 

nature of the covenant is seen in that the covenant is reaffirmed to Isaac (Genesis 21:12; 26:3–4). 

The ‘I will’ promises suggest the unconditional aspect of the covenant. The covenant is further 

confirmed to Jacob (Genesis 28:14–15). It is noteworthy that God reaffirmed these promises 

amid the sins of the patriarchs, which fact further emphasizes the unconditional nature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant.”10 

 
“He is to be a conduit, not a cul-de-sac, of God's blessing.”11 
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Discussion is often made as to whether or not the covenant will be fulfilled literally. The question 
we must address is whether or not Jesus is the literal fulfillment or is there more? 
 
Joshua speaks of possessing the land. Abraham’s seed is prolific and has remained intact for 
centuries. And through them came the Word of God and the Seed Promise. Is there more? All 
the nations of the world have been blessed through Abraham in Christ. The blessing is not the 
result of Abraham, but Christ. Israel is the womb carrying the Seed Promise. They are nothing 
more than the womb, but surely they are nothing less. 
 
III. The blood line in Abraham’s life 

 
A. His nephew Lot (Gen. 13, 14, 19) 

 
1. Lot chose land similar to the garden (Gen. 13:10). 

 
10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere--this was 
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah--like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt 
as you go to Zoar. 11 So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus 
they separated from each other. (Gen. 13:10, 11) 

 
2. Abraham rescues Lot (Gen. 14:13-16). 
 

3. God rescues Lot (Gen. 19) 
 

B. The promise of an heir (Gen. 15, 18) 
 
“In the Old Testament the word covenant is translated from the Hebrew berîyth. This Hebrew 
word derives from a root which means ‘to cut’ and hence a covenant is a ‘cutting’ with reference 
to the ancient custom of cutting or dividing animals into two parts with the contracting parties 
passing between them, in making a covenant, see for example Jeremiah 34:18-19. Some suggest 
the parties of the covenant are thereby saying in essence, ‘May I be torn apart like these animals 
if I fail to uphold my part of this covenant.’ This is illustrated in Genesis 15, as God alone passes 
between the slaughtered animals while Abraham sleeps, again emphasizing the unilateral 
nature of this covenant, as well as the ultimate level of commitment involved - God putting his 
very life on line, as it were, as guarantee.”12 
 

C. The sign of the covenant (Gen. 17) 
 
“Circumcision (Hebrew, Milah), as it is performed by Jews - the Jewish method differs somewhat 
from the surgical operation - is done in obedience to a divine command to Abraham and his 
physical and/or spiritual descendants after him:  
 
� This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and thy descendants after 
thee, every male among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall be circumcised on the flesh 
of your foreskin, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. And he that is 
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eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every male throughout your generations 
(Genesis 17:10-12).  
 

The very fact that there was no need to tell Abraham what was entailed by circumcision, except 
to restrict the operation to males and to the male reproductive organ, indicates that the 
procedure was known to Abraham. In the above passage, God first describes Milah as a covenant 
(Hebrew, Brith), as though to say that the mere performance of the act is the Jew's fulfilment of 
his part of the covenant. God goes on to call it 'the sign of the covenant', ie a symbol to represent 
the Brith. To this day Jews amongst themselves, speaking colloquially, refer to the Brith rather 
than the Milah. Not performing the act is tantamount to breaking the covenant, as it says 
explicitly: 
 
� And an uncircumcised male whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be 
cut off from his people; My covenant hath he invalidated (Genesis 17:14).”13 
 

D. The offering up of Isaac (Gen. 22) 
 
“It was upon Mount Moriah where Abraham was told to offer Isaac: ‘Take now your son, your 

only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt 

offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you’ (Gen. 22:2). What transpired upon this 

mountain, as recorded in Genesis 22, is a foundational event, both for Judaism and Christianity. 

To those who are familiar with the Torah, the opening instruction given to Abraham is shocking! 

For the Torah—the very Word of God—specifically indicates God’s opposition to child sacrifice 

(Deu. 12:31; 18:10). Yet here, the Almighty Himself instructs Abraham to offer child sacrifice! Why 

would God give such instructions if it were not meant as an exclamation mark commenting 

upon the very event itself? Although Judaism sees the purpose merely as a point of testing of 

Abraham’s faith, Christianity understands the full typological significance of what took place—

as a sign post pointing to the most significant event in all history: when another Father would 

offer His ‘only Son’ upon the same mountain. The offering of Isaac is a carefully constructed 

divine pattern which pointed to the redeeming sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross many years later. 

That this is true can be seen from the numerous typological correlations between this event and 

the crucifixion.”14 
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The Offering of Isaac points to the Crucifixion of Jesus 

Type (Model) Antitype (Fulfillment) 

Abraham offered his only 

son (Gen. 22:2, 12). 
God offered his only Son (John 3:16). 

Isaac carried the wood for 

the sacrifice (Gen. 22:5). 
Jesus carried the cross for the sacrifice (John 19:17). 

Isaac cried out to his father 

(Gen. 22:7). 
Jesus cried out to His Father (Mat. 27:46; Mark 15:34). 

Isaac escaped death after 

three days (Gen. 22:4). 

Jesus rose from the dead on the third day (Mat. 16:21; Mark 

16:2-4; Luke 9:22). 

Abraham indicated God 

will provide a lamb for the 

sacrifice (Gen. 22:8). 

God provided Jesus as The Lamb for the sacrifice (Isa. 53:7; 

John 1:29, 36; Rev. 5:6+; 7:17+). 

God provided a ram, a male 

sheep, as a substitutionary 

sacrifice (Gen. 22:13). 

God provided a male, Jesus, as a substitutionary sacrifice. 

The ram was caught by its 

horns (head) in a thicket 

(thorns) (Gen. 22:13). 

Jesus wore a crown of thorns on his head (Mat. 27:29), a 

symbol of the sin He bore (Gen. 3:18). 

Sacrifice offered at specific 

location on Mount Moriah 

(Gen. 22:2, 9). 

For hundreds of years, sacrifices would be offered from the 

same spot inside Solomon’s Temple and the Second Temple 

(2Chr. 3:1). When Jesus is crucified outside the city walls on 

the same mountain, the veil within the Temple is rent in two 

(Mark 15:38). 

The ram was God’s 

provision (Gen. 22:13-14). 

Abraham prophetically named the place pointing to the 

crucifixion where God made the ultimate provision: the 

sacrifice of His Son for sin (Heb. 9:26-28). 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The movements within the Story do not always make sense in the immediate, but in the long-
term God seats them all in their proper place. 

2. What we seek to emulate in the life of Abraham is that he believed God’s promise. 
3. God will always keep His Word. 
4. He will do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 
 

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis  
2 http://www.jesusplusnothing.com/studies/online/jcabraham.htm  
3 http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?com=mhc&b=1&c=12  
4 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/the-covenant-of-abraham  
5 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/abrahamic-covenant-i/  
6 http://covenant-theology.blogspot.com/2007/03/abrahams-covenant-fulfilled-in-his-true.html  
7 http://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html  
8 http://www.reformationtheology.com/2006/11/land_seed_and_blessing_in_the.php  
9 http://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html  
10 http://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html  
11 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/the-covenant-of-abraham  
12 http://www.theopedia.com/Covenant  
13 http://www.jewishgen.org/jcr-uk/susser/covenantofcircumcision.htm  
14 http://www.spiritandtruth.org/teaching/Book_of_Revelation/commentary/htm/04160301.htm  

                                                           


