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Date:  January 4, 2015 
Title:  “Come Let Us Build Otherwise We Will be Scattered” 
Text:  Genesis 11:1-9 
Theme: God remains faithful to His promise 
 
Introduction:  
 
An Orthodox priest, who was involved in ecumenical activities, became acquainted with some 
Lutheran pastors and He invited them to a Holy Friday service. Three of them came but the 
church was already full. The priest noticed them standing in the back and wanted to show good 
hospitality. So, he whispered to one of the acolytes, “Get three chairs for our Lutheran pastor 
friends.” The altar boy didn’t quite hear, so the priest said it again a bit louder, pointing towards 
the back of the church, “Three chairs for the Lutherans.” Dutifully, the boy went out of the altar 
and stepped to the front of the congregation and loudly proclaimed to everyone, “Three cheers 
for the Lutherans.”  
 
A golden anniversary party was thrown for an elderly couple. The husband was moved by the 
occasion and wanted to tell his wife how he felt about her. She was hard of hearing however 
and often misunderstood what he had to say. With many family members and friends gathered 
around, he toasted her: “My dear wife, after fifty years I have found you tried and true!” 
Everyone smiled with approval but his wife said, “Eh?” He repeated in a louder voice, “After 
fifty years I have found you tried and true!” His wife harrumphed and shot back, “Well, let me 
tell you something—after fifty years I’m tired of you too!” These two stories underline the 
importance of clear communication and how good intentions can go bad with miss-
communication.1 
 
Why did God find the threat of Babel so severe as to confuse the languages and scatter the 
people? 
 
“Pentecost as a reversal of Babel has been widely seen by exegetes since the early days of the 
Church. However, these two stories are by no means simple ‘bookends’ with empty narrative 
space between them. Rather, it shall be shown that an extremely significant instance of textual 
connection comes from the often overlooked text of Zephaniah. It will be argued that the Babel 
narrative of Genesis 11:1-9 is accessed and developed by Zephaniah 3:8-20; and that that text in 
turn provides a guiding paradigm of Babel-reversal that is utilized by Luke in the Pentecost 
account of Acts 2. Seen in this way, Zephaniah’s prophecy provides an indispensable link 
between the two texts of Genesis and Acts; simultaneously looking back into the seminal history 
of the covenant community and forward to the radical in-breaking of the Spirit at the harvest 
feast of Pentecost. Genesis forms the clear backdrop for much of Zephaniah, setting the stage for 
identifying further intertextual connections between the two books. Luke intends for his readers 
to see Acts two as the conclusion of a narrative arc that begins in Gen. 11 and runs through Zeph. 
3.”2 
 
“The story line in the Primeval History has been marked by two overriding theological concerns: 
the repeated and continued failure of humanity to recognize God as God, and the incredible 
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grace of God as he interacts and responds to willful and disobedient humanity. The four major 
narratives in Genesis to this point, Creation (ch. 1), the Eden story (chs. 2-3), Cain and Abel (ch. 
4), and the flood (chs. 6-9), have all traced these two interwoven themes. Human beings have 
been portrayed as in rebellion against God almost from the beginning of their existence, and 
their failure to live within the boundaries of God's creation has unleashed an ever widening 
circle of consequences into the world. There had been a steady progression of the effects of sin 
in creation, both in scope and in severity, until God decided to intervene with the flood (6:5-6). 
Yet, the flood did not eliminate sin, since apparently the problem of sin is a problem of who 
human beings are (note 9:21). So God responded to sin, not with final punishment, but with 
grace as he had earlier responded to Adam and Eve and to Cain. This does not imply that God 
has approved of sin; only that God's response to sin would now be one of grace ("never again," 
6:21, is a tremendously important theological concept here).The story line, then, of the Primeval 
history, has been the up and down movement between sin and grace. When the focus has been 
on humanity and their actions, the emphasis is on sin. And just as surely, when the focus has 
been on God and his actions, the emphasis is on grace. As we shall see, chapter 11 is on the down 
beat of sin, which leaves the stage set for chapter 12 which is again the upbeat of grace (see 
commentary on Genesis 12:1-9).”3 
 
“Genesis 1 is concerned with events throughout the universe. Genesis 2 however concentrates 
on the creation of mankind and our role upon the earth. Whilst the Scriptures concentrate on 
one family line, the context through to chapter 11 is global. We are introduced to Babel with the 
words, "Now the whole earth had one language and one speech." (11:1). After Babel the reader’s 
attention is narrowed down to one man, Abram, and the nation which would arise from his 
descendants. Israel remains the main concern of Biblical history for the next 2000 years or so, 
that is until the birth of Jesus Christ. All this is 
then mirrored in the ‘second half’ of history (see 
diagram). The main interest is no longer a 
nation, but an ‘ecclesia’ - a people called out of 
many nations. (Note: there is not space in this 
article to discuss Israel’s continued place in the 
purpose of God). However, before the end the 
Scriptures again speak of a period of global 
history which finally culminates with events 
that affect the whole of the universe. Although 
the initial ‘universal’ and ‘global’ phases are mainly recorded in Genesis, that wide view of the 
character of the beginning is maintained throughout the Bible. The LORD is the one who created 
‘the heavens and the earth’, whilst Peter reminds us that at the Flood, ‘the world that then 
existed perished’. Likewise, although Revelation is the main book about the culmination of 
world history, the other passages which look forward to these periods do so with the same 
global or universe-wide context. Because Genesis and Revelation are considered difficult books 
by some, and no more than illustrative literature by others, their importance in understanding 
world history has often been disregarded. Whilst it is no coincidence that these have been placed 
at the start and finish of the Bible, the sixty-four books in between them all tell the same story 

with the same emphasis.”4  
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“The story relates how, at the time when all men still spoke one language, there was a migration 
from the East to the plain of *Shinar (Babylonia). At this site it was decided to build a ‘city and 
a tower with its top in the sky,’ so that the builders would be able to make a name for 

themselves and avoid being scattered over the entire world. However, their building project 
was frustrated by the Lord who confounded their language. As a result, mankind was 
distributed over the face of the earth. The unfinished tower was called Babel, a name which was 
explained by its resemblance to the Hebrew verb bll (‘to confuse’), since here the Lord 
‘confounded the speech of the whole earth.’”5 
 
Remember what God’s design was for Adam and Eve? Adam and Eve were to extend the 
boundaries of the Garden until the Garden covered all of creation. They were also to fill the earth 
with “icons.” 
 
Babel is the exact opposite of this design. 
 
“The Tower of Babel was, in all probability, an ancient ziggurat—a large, stepped structure 
typically built next to temples. They were not made for people, but for gods to come down from 
heaven (note that this is exactly what God does in Gen 11:5) and supply the needs of the people. 
The builders tried to establish the sacred space that they lost in the Garden of Eden, but they 
wanted God for their own purposes. They wanted to manipulate God. What follows in Genesis 
12 through the story of Abraham’s calling is God initiating his own plan for re-establishing 
sacred space.”6 
 
“These structures were at least, and perhaps more, religious sanctuaries; they were temples for 
the gods. They were where earth touched heaven. As such, they are–from Israel’s perspective–
idolatrous. The idolatry is present in Genesis 11 when the text says they will build a tower ‘with 
its tops (head or pinnacle) in the heavens.’”7 
 
“Pentecost has often been called Babel in reverse!  People were able to hear the gospel in their 
own language.”8 
 
“Let’s begin by clarifying one perplexing matter of context. Genesis 11:1-9 seems to describe the 
origin of languages. But careful readers of Genesis notice that in chapter 10 the peoples and 
languages are described already before the tower of Babel in Genesis 11. For example, look at 
Genesis 10:5: ‘The coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their 
clans, in their nations.’ Then you get to Genesis 11:1 and it says, ‘Now the whole earth had one 
language and the same words.’ The author knew what he was doing. He has not forgotten in 
11:1 what he just wrote in 10:5, 20, and 31 (just two verses earlier). The solution is to recognize 
that the author has not put these two stories in chronological order. He first describes the spread 
of the peoples and languages in chapter 10 and then he describes the origin of that diversity in 
Genesis 11:1-9. Sometimes, when you have something shocking to say about why an event 
happens, you put it at the beginning of the event, and sometimes you wait and put it at the end 
of the event. After the flood God had said to Noah in Genesis 9:1, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth.’ That’s what chapter 10 describes. It was happening as peoples and languages 
multiplied. It looked like a simple fulfillment of God’s command. It looked like obedience. Then 
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Genesis 11:1-9 drops the bomb on us. It wasn’t obedience. They weren’t spreading. They were 
clustering. God came down and shattered their disobedience and made their clustering 
impossible. He confused their language and broke humanity into many peoples and 
languages.”9 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“That the story is tightly constructed and a well-designed unit is apparent even in English 
translation. Note, for instance, how the humans say ‘Come, let us. . . .’ (vv. 3, 4) and this is 
balanced by a divine ‘Come, let us. . . .’ (v. 7). This balance is actually an imbalance because the 
humans twice make this statement whereas the deity says it only once—an indication, perhaps, 
that the deity's singular comment is decisive, trumping the repeated and collective efforts of the 
humans. That impression is underscored because what the humans fear most—being ‘scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth’ (v. 4)—is exactly what God accomplishes in the story, 
again decisively, and this time twice told (vv. 8-9). We can find irony elsewhere in the story as 
well: the humans design to make a tower ‘with its top in the heavens’ (v. 4), but it is said that 
the Lord had to ‘come down’ to even see this massive city and the tower (v. 5). Finally, there is 
an important instance of word play in the story. The name of the city, ‘Babel’ (Heb bābel), is a 
play on the verb used for the confusion or confounding (Heb bālal) of the languages that happens 
there. Also, the name of the city, ‘Babel,’ is the same term used of ‘Babylon’ elsewhere in the 
Bible, suggesting that the story functions not only as a narrative explanation or etiology for the 
confusion of languages, but also for the etymology of ‘Babylon’ and thus the Babylonian empire 
that would wreak such havoc on Israel in the early sixth century B.C.E.”10 
 
The NASB uses Babel twice (Gen. 10:10; 11:9). 

 
• The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. (Gen. 

10:10) 

 

• Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; 

and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. (Gen. 11:9) 

 

Babel and Babylon carry the strain of the serpent’s seed. 

 

Abram came out of “Babel.” 

 
• 1 Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your 

father's house, To the land which I will show you; . . . 4 So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to 

him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. (Gen. 

12:1, 4) 

 

God will use Babylon to punish His people. 

 
• 1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for three years; 

then he turned and rebelled against him. 2 The LORD sent against him bands of Chaldeans, bands of 
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Arameans, bands of Moabites, and bands of Ammonites. So He sent them against Judah to destroy it, 

according to the word of the LORD which He had spoken through His servants the prophets. 3 Surely at 

the command of the LORD it came upon Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of 

Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 4 and also for the innocent blood which he shed, for he filled 

Jerusalem with innocent blood; and the LORD would not forgive. 5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim 

and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim 

slept with his fathers, and Jehoiachin his son became king in his place. 7 The king of Egypt did not come 

out of his land again, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the 

brook of Egypt to the river Euphrates. (2 Kings 24:1-7) 

 

Babylon’s destruction is certain. 

 
• 19 And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans' pride, Will be as when God overthrew 

Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; Nor will 

the Arab pitch his tent there, Nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there. 21 But desert creatures 

will lie down there, And their houses will be full of owls; Ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats 

will frolic there. 22 Hyenas will howl in their fortified towers And jackals in their luxurious palaces. Her 

fateful time also will soon come And her days will not be prolonged. (Isa. 13:19-22) 

 

God will destroy Babylon. 

 
• 4 I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not participate 

in her sins and receive of her plagues; 5 for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities.” . . .  21 Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it 

into the sea, saying, “So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found 

any longer.” (Rev. 18:4, 5, 21) 

 

In my initial study of the Bible, I do not see where God saves Babylon. Unlike Babylon, Assyria 

will come to God. 

 
• 22 The LORD will strike Egypt, striking but healing; so they will return to the LORD, and He will respond 

to them and will heal them. 23 In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians 

will come into Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 
24 In that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the earth, 25 

whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My 

hands, and Israel My inheritance.” (Isa. 19:22-25) 

 

Such a statement perhaps tells us just how wicked Babylon is. In our modern era, “In 1983, 
Saddam Hussein began rebuilding the city on top of the old ruins. (Consequently, artifacts and 
other finds may be under the city.) Hussein invested in both restoration and new construction. 
He installed a portrait of himself and Nebuchadnezzar at the entrance to the ruins, and 
reinforced the Processional Way—a large boulevard of ancient stones—and the Lion of Babylon, 
a black rock sculpture about 2,600 years old. Hussein inscribed his name on many of the bricks, 
in imitation of Nebuchadnezzar. One frequent inscription reads: ‘This was built by Saddam 
Hussein, son of Nebuchadnezzar, to glorify Iraq’. These bricks became sought after as collectors' 
items after Hussein's downfall. When the Gulf War ended, Hussein wanted to build a modern 
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palace called Saddam Hill over some of the old ruins, in the pyramidal style of a Sumerian 
ziggurat. In 2003, he intended the construction of a cable car line over Babylon, however plans 
were halted by the 2003 invasion of Iraq.”11 
 
The sin of Babel is still with us today. 
 

 
Outline: 
 
I. A rejection of God’s Story (Genesis 11:1-9) 

 
The account provided for us in this short paragraph reveals humanity abandoning God. We are 
recycling Garden sin. We are desiring to be like God. 
 

A. They rejected God’s name and sought their own 
 
“The key statements are in verse 4: 1) They aim to build a city. 2) They aim to build a tower in 
the city that reaches to the heavens. 3) They aim to make a name for themselves. 4) They aim not 
to be dispersed over the whole earth. The first two of these correspond to the second two. 
Building a city is the way one avoids being dispersed over the whole earth. And building a tower 
into the heavens is the way one makes a name for oneself. So the city and tower are the outward 
expressions of the inward sins. The two sins are the love of praise (so you crave to make a name 
for yourself) and the love of security (so you build a city and don’t take the risks of filling the 
earth).”12 
 

B. They rejected scattering and sought gathering 
 
“The second hint about the builders' motivation seems to involve fear: they do not want to be 
scattered over the whole earth (v. 4). Indeed, this note of fear is the climactic one: building a 
tower and making a name is precisely to prevent (‘lest. . . ‘) such scattering. The story of the 
tower should be read in its larger literary context, the entire book of Genesis, and in its 
immediate literary context, the first eleven chapters of Genesis. There we find that God created 
humans precisely to fill the earth and steward it (Gen 1:26–30)—a point reiterated after the Flood 
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narrative (Gen 9:1, 7). In this larger perspective, the hunkering down in Gen 11:4 is a refusal to 
fulfill the creational mandate (see Fretheim 2005; Brueggemann 1982).”13 
 

C. They rejected God and sought to be like God 
 
“Instead, there is an explicit declaration of an entirely different motive by no less an authority 
than the Lord himself, who explains to the divine beings, verses 6–7; ‘If this is what, as one 
people with one language common to all, they have been able to do as a beginning, nothing they 
may propose to do will be beyond their reach. Come, let us go down, etc.’ It takes a willful 
shutting of the mind to avoid hearing the same anxiety lest man should wrest complete equality 
with the divine beings (or worse) in these words as in the Lord's earlier explanation to the same 
audience, in 3:22, of his motive in driving man out of the Garden of Eden: ‘Now that man has 
become like one of us in knowing good and bad [i.e., in being intellectually mature, the first 
evidence of which was his newfound modesty], what if he should stretch out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever!’ Once, to obviate the danger of further baleful 
results from cooperation between man and snake, the Lord set up a barrier of enmity between 
them (3:15); now, in order to eliminate the threat of disastrous consequences from the 
cooperation of men with each other, he is erecting among them barriers of language and 
distance.”14 
 
“With the advent of reinforced steel, in the last 100 years mankind has been able to build the 
highest skyscrapers in history and each country and/or corporation tries to outdo the previous 
one. Are we really that different than the ancient people of Babel trying to make a name for 
ourselves? Each one of us, at various times, has built a skyscraper within our heart to stand 
above and look down on everyone else.15” 
 
II. The sin of Babel is still with us today. 

 
“Genesis 11:1-9 is the account of the Tower of Babel. Now we should note before we read this 
passage that Babel was and is a literal location on the earth near the Euphrates River in the 
Middle East. It could also be translated Babylon, as in the case of the Babylonian empire which 
encompassed the region many years later or as in Babylon as symbolized by the evil world 
empires and forces that have pervaded the earth throughout history and will certainly be in play 
in the last days (Revelation 14:8,17:5,18:2).”16 
 
III. In the genealogy of Shem, God preserves the Woman’s Seed (Genesis 11:10-32) 

 
Shem’s genealogy takes us from Noah to Abram. From Abram will come Jacob and through 
Jacob we find Judah. In Judah’s line, Jesus will come. 
 
IV. Because of Jesus, God will reverse the curse and all men everywhere with one voice 

will praise Him. 
 
“This the Tower of Babel narrative.  Holy Mother Church suggests this reading because it is a 
kind of ‘bookend’ near the beginning of Scripture that pairs with a ‘bookend’ near the end of the 



8 

 

 

Scriptural story: Pentecost.  Notice the contrast and comparison between Babel and Pentecost: 
in both cases, all humanity is represented (the list of nations in Gen 10 is roughly summarized 
in contemporaneous terminology by St. Luke in Acts 2:9-11).  In both cases, there is confusion 
because of speaking.  At Babel, they are confused because they do not understand.  At 
Pentecost, they are confused because they do understand.  The Tower of Babel tells us how 
mankind was fractured.  Pentecost tells us how mankind is reunited as a family: by the Spirit, 
which forms the Church, which is the new Family of God. ”17 
 

Pentecost is a reversal of Babel. We see and hear this in Revelation 4 and 5. 
 

so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 
15:6) 

 

Does the story of Babel remind you of the story we read today from the Acts of the Apostles, 
the disciples of Jesus speaking in other languages? Actually the two stories are related. But 
Pentecost is not a repeat of Babel, Pentecost is a reversal of Babel, and this for three reasons: 
1. At Babel human beings decided to build a tower to God by their own effort; at 
Pentecost it is now God who decides to build a bridge to humans by sending the Holy 
Spirit. Babel was a human initiative, a human effort, Pentecost is a divine initiative, a 
divine activity through the Holy Spirit. 

Imagine this: Jesus ascends to heaven and mandates the disciples to spread the Good News 
from Jerusalem to all Judea, to Samaria and to the ends of the earth. But the task is too much 
for them. How could these twelve, uneducated, rural fishermen from Galilee go out and 
address the learned world of Greek philosophers and Roman poets. Moreover even their 
fellow Jews are hostile to them. So what do they do? They go in and pray, and wait and pray, 
and wait -- for God's initiative. And as soon as God gives the sign of the Holy Spirit, there they 
go, all out on the streets boldly and fearlessly proclaiming the Good News. 
What God asks of us as believers always seems impossible. And it is indeed impossible if we 
rely on our own initiatives and will power alone. But if, like the disciples, we realize that 
godliness is above us, and so commit ourselves to waiting daily on God in prayer, God will 
not be found wanting. At the opportune time God will send the flame of the Holy Spirit to 
invigorate us, and change us from lukewarm to zealous, fervent, enthusiastic believers. 
2. Babel was a requiem of misunderstanding, Pentecost is a chorus of mutual 

understanding. The miracle of Pentecost is very different from the miracle of Babel. At 
Babel, the people came together with one language, understanding themselves. After God's 
intervention they dispersed no longer understanding each other. At Pentecost, on the other 
hand, people of different ethnic backgrounds (Persians, Asians, Romans, Egyptians, 
Libyans, Arabs, etc) came together unable to communicate, but after the miracle of 
Pentecost, they said, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? How is it that we 

hear them, each of us in our own language?" (Acts 2:7-8). 
In order words, as Peter, for example, spoke everyone from all the different language groups 
gathered there would hear Peter speaking in their own language. The miracle of Pentecost was 
a miracle of mutual understanding, a restoration of that precious gift that humanity lost at 
Babel. Now, someone might ask, is there such a language that one could speak and everybody 
would understand in their own mother tongue? The answer is yes. Ant the name of that 
language is LOVE. Love is the language that all women and men understand irrespective of 
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ethnic background. Everybody understands when you smile. Love is the language of the 
children of God, the only language we shall speak in heaven. 
3. Finally, Pentecost differs from Babel in its result. Babel resulted in the disintegration 
of the human family into different races and nationalities. Pentecost, on the other hand, 
brings all peoples together and reunifies them under one universal family. This 
universal family embracing all races and nationalities is called church. "Catholic" means 
"universal". On Pentecost we celebrate the birthday of the Church. Today is, therefore, an 
opportunity to rededicate ourselves to be active and faithful members of this family of God 
we call Church. 

Fulton J. Sheen once said about the church that even though we are God's chosen people, we 
often behave more like God's frozen people. God's frozen people indeed: frozen in our prayer 
life, frozen in the way we relate with one another, frozen in the way we celebrate our faith. We 
don't seem to be happy to be in God's house; we are always in a hurry to get it over and done 
with as soon as possible. Today is a great day to ask the Holy Spirit to rekindle in us the spirit 
of new life and enthusiasm, the fire of God's love.18 
 

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2. My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of thy name. 
 
3. Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
 that bids our sorrows cease; 
 'tis music in the sinner's ears, 
 'tis life, and health, and peace. 
 
4. He breaks the power of canceled sin, 
 he sets the prisoner free; 
 his blood can make the foulest clean; 
 his blood availed for me. 
 
5. He speaks, and listening to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 
6. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 
 your loosened tongues employ; 
 ye blind, behold your savior come, 
 and leap, ye lame, for joy. 
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7. In Christ, your head, you then shall know, 
 shall feel your sins forgiven; 
 anticipate your heaven below, 
 and own that love is heaven. 

 
 
Verse 1 - One language – It has always been God’s designed to be collectively and corporately 
worshipped by His people in a common tongue understood by all. 
 

• In that day five cities in the land of Egypt will be speaking the language of Canaan and swearing allegiance 
to the LORD of hosts; one will be called the City of Destruction. (Isa. 19:18) 
 

• For then I will give to the peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the LORD, To 
serve Him shoulder to shoulder. (Zeph. 3:9) 

 

• And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered because each one of them 
was hearing them speak in his own language. (Acts 2:6) 

 

• so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rom. 
15:6) 

 

• 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing.” 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever.” 14 And the four living creatures 
kept saying, “Amen.” And the elders fell down and worshiped. (Rev. 5:11-14) 

 
Verse 2 – East – The East is still associated with the Garden. 
 

• The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had 
formed. (Gen. 2:8) 
 

• The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. (Gen. 
2:14) 

 

• So He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming 
sword which turned every direction to guard the way to the tree of life. (Gen. 3:24) 

 

• Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. (Gen. 
4:16) 

 

• Now their settlement extended from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the hill country of the east. (Gen. 
10:30) 

 

• It came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. (Gen. 
11:2) 
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Verse 3 – Let us – the only other time this phrase is used in the first eleven chapters is of God. 
 

• Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” (Gen. 1:26) 

 

• They said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for 
stone, and they used tar for mortar. (Gen. 11:3) 

 

• They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let 

us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.” 
(Gen. 11:4) 

 

• Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, so that they will not understand one another's 
speech. (Gen. 11:7) 

 
Verse 6 – God does not believe in the innate goodness of man, but in humanities complete 
depravity [Gen. 6]. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. God does not believe in humanity’s innate goodness, but in humanity’s complete 
depravity. 

2. God alone controls the outcome of His Story. 
3. The end he designed is never in jeopardy of failure. 
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