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Date:  December 21, 2014 
Title:  Why Christmas Matters 
Text:  Genesis 3:15, 21 
Theme: Jesus alone answers our shame and enables our approach.  
 
Introduction:  
 
“The tragic story of man's disobedience is told in Genesis chapter three. Adam and Eve were 
warned out of the loving heart of the LORD God. Immediately after they disobeyed God's 
command they both realized they were guilty. Adam and Eve tried to cover their guilt and 
shame from God, but they chose a poor cover up. Man-made solutions for sin and guilt never 
work. Fig leaves of religious works will never cover the guilty sinner and make him right with 
God.”1 
 
“The darkest hour has long been used figuratively to mean ‘the lowest ebb’ and there are many 
such examples of it in print dating from the late 1700s. The English theologian and historian 
Thomas Fuller appears to be the first person to commit the notion that ‘the darkest hour is just 
before the dawn’ to print. His religious travelogue A Pisgah-Sight Of Palestine And The Confines 
Thereof, 1650, contains this view: It is always darkest just before the Day dawneth. The source of 
the proverb isn't known. It may be Fuller himself, or he may have been recording a piece of folk 
wisdom. In 1858, much later than Fuller of course, Samuel Lover attributed the notion to the 
Irish, in Songs and Ballads: There is a beautiful saying amongst the Irish peasantry to inspire hope 
under adverse circumstances: ‘Remember’ they say, ‘that the darkest hour of all is the hour 
before day.’”2 
 
“Every season of the traditional church year seems to have its own flavor and powerful message. 
Advent is no exception. The theme of Advent is derived from the name itself, meaning 
‘coming’ or ‘arrival.’ It refers to the greatest arrival there ever was, the coming of the greatest 
‘person’ the world has ever known, or that it will ever know; the coming of the greatest event 
in all of human history: the coming of the promised Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. As we 
prepare to share the good news of the coming of Jesus Christ this Advent season, what better 
fountain of truth and source of joy and comfort could there be than the prophecies of his coming, 
recorded in the Old Testament, and fulfilled in the New?”3  
 
“The text itself invites us to find an interpretation that goes beyond mere biology. Satan, a spirit 
being, cannot produce seed; and clearly a woman does not produce seed. So, even at the simplest 
reading of this pronouncement, the seed apparently refers to a spiritual being who has the 
serpent’s same attitude. ‘He’ that crushes the serpent’s head refers to a future descendent of the 
woman and is a singular noun—which many Bible scholars believe is a reference to Jesus 
Christ.”4 
 
“Here, in this verse, first springs a river which flows right through the broad wilderness of Time, 
refreshing every generation as they pass; and will yet, beyond the boundary, make glad forever 
the city of our God. In this verse the gospel of grace takes its rise. If we saw only the tiny 
spring we should not be able fully to estimate its importance. It is our knowledge of the 
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kingdom in its present dimensions and its future prospects that invests with so much 
grandeur this first, short message, of mercy from God to man. We know the import of that 
message better than they who heard it first. And yet, as the native on the mountains near the 
sources of the Nile can drink and satisfy his thirst from the tiny rill that constitutes the embryo 
river, while he who sails on its broad bosom near the sea can do no more; so those who lived in 
the earliest days of grace might satisfy their souls at the narrow stream then flowing, as well as 
those who shall be found dwelling on the earth at the dawn of the millennial day. From the 
feeble stream that burst through the stony ground near the closed gate of paradise righteous 
Abel freely drank the water of life: the same, and no more, shall they do who shall see the 
knowledge of the Lord covering the earth in the latter day. God opened a spring in the desert as 
soon as there were thirsty souls sojourning there. Here, as we have said, the gospel springs. But 
this is not the beginning of mercy. Its date is more ancient; its fountainhead is higher. ‘God is 
love’: there, if you will trace mercy to its ultimate source — there Redemption springs, thence 
Redemption flows. One or two things of an introductory character must be at least stated, 
inasmuch as they are essential to the comprehension of the main lesson. And the first of these is 
the existence and agency of an evil spirit, the enemy of man. ‘Didst thou not sow good seed in 
thy ground?’ said the surprised and grieved servants to their Master; ‘whence, then, hath it 
tares?’ ‘An enemy hath done this,’ said the Lord. Man has been damaged by the impact of evil 
after he came from his Maker's hands: and the damage, now that help has been laid on the 
Mighty, may be removed. There is a healing for the deadly wound.”5 
 
“Suppose a man should come into a curious artificer's shop, and there with one blow dash in 
pieces such a piece of art as had cost many years' study and pains in the contriving thereof. 
How could he bear with it? How would he take on to see the workmanship of his hands so 
rashly, so wilfully destroyed? He could not but take it ill and be much troubled thereat. Thus 
it is that as soon as God had set up and perfected the frame of the world, sin gave a shrewd 
shake to all; it unpinned the frame, and had like to have pulled all in pieces again; nay, had 
it not been for the promise of Christ, all this goodly frame had been reduced to its primitive 
nothingness again.”6 
 
“This is the first promise given after Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in the Garden of 
Eden. It’s also the first gospel sermon ever preached on the face of the earth. Theologians call it 
the protoevangelium, or ‘first gospel.’ These words spoken by God contain the earliest promise 
of redemption in the Bible. Everything else in Scripture flows from this one verse. As the acorn 
contains the mighty oak, so these words contain the entire plan of salvation. The great English 
preacher Charles Simeon called this verse ‘the sum and summary of the whole Bible.’ 
(Sermon Outlines, vol. 1, p. 36)”7 
 
“Is it not remarkable that this great gospel promise should have been delivered so soon after 
the transgression? As yet no sentence had been pronounced upon either of the two human 
offenders, but the promise was given under the form of a sentence pronounced upon the 
serpent Not yet had the woman been condemned to painful travail, or the man to exhausting 
labour, or even the soil to the curse of thorn and thistle.”8 
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“What delight there is to us in first things! The first primrose pushing through the clods telling 
of winter gone, and summer on the way: the first view of the sea in its wondrous expanse of 
power: the first sense of peace that came by a view of Christ as Savior. A certain authoress, who 
became very famous, speaks of the exquisite sense of delight she felt when she began her first 
literary work in the reviewing of books: the opening of the first parcel was as the ‘bursting of a 
new world’ on her eyes.”9 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“Genesis 3 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. Without it, we cannot even 
begin to understand the darkness that blankets the earth. With it, we can catch a glimpse of 
the light, which shines in the darkness. Have you seen the light? Life is not fair. Around the 
country, we continue to hear talk about the economic recession and job losses; from the 
international news, we hear the ravages of the latest terrorist attack or the most recent flare-up 
in the Middle East. What in the world has gone wrong?”10 
 
As much as Genesis 3 tells us why everything is ruined, it also tells us why everything can be 
right. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Our rebellion against God (vv. 1-7) 

 
Satan’s attack against God is against God’s preeminent object created. He seeks to undermine 
God’s purpose by undermining God’s Word, His authority. This text has numerous ways of 
stating the same thing. 
 

A. God’s Word Distorted (vv. 1–3)  
 

In Genesis 3 man doubts, distorts, and defies God’s Word—reducing it to an alternative 

viewpoint. 

 

B. God’s Word Denied (vv. 4–5)  
 
The serpent’s response was to flatly deny God’s Word, quoting God’s statement verbatim (2:17, 
in the Hebrew text) and then negating it—which exposes the intent of the serpent’s initial 
question (3:1). His question was a ploy rather than mere curiosity.  
 

C. God’s Word Defied (vv. 6–7)  
 

Eve’s decision was deliberate, not impulsive. When the text says Eve “saw” the fruit, the same 
verbal form occurs to describe Rachel and Leah when they “saw” that they bore no children. 
Those women deliberately weighed their circumstances and then took action (Genesis 30:1, 9).  
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II. The revealing of our transgression (vv. 8-13) 
 
The intent in God confronting Adam is to provide him an opportunity to come clean and confess 
his sin. Adam and Eve refused the invitation for restoration. 
 
Notice the nature of God’s questioning. 
 

“Where are you?” (Gen. 3:9) 
 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
(Gen. 3:11) 
 
“What is this you have done?” (Gen. 3:13) 

 
On every account Adam and Eve answers poorly. Yet, despite their hardness of heart, God wins. 
 
Remember our Lord’s questioning of Cain? 
 

6 “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will not your countenance 
be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must 
master it.” (Gen. 4:6) 
 
“Where is Abel your brother?” (Gen. 4:9) 

 
Cain refuses to yield to God. 
 
Where are you today? When God calls you out, do not hide, but openly confess your sins before 
Him. The God to whom we confess is rich in mercy and great in grace. He has made a way. 
 
III. The ramification against our sin (vv. 14-19) 

 
A. The Punishment of the Serpent (3:14-15) 

 
Adam and Eve heard everything God said to the serpent. “Let us mark how God hated that 
which Satan had done. ‘Because thou hast done this,’ are the words of awful preface to the 
sentence. God had no pleasure in the snare or the ruin it had wrought. His words are the 
expression of deep displeasure against him who had done the horrid deed, and at the deed 
which had been done. And let us not forget how much of that which Satan has since then been 
doomed to suffer, as well as of that which he shall hereafter suffer, has its origin here. His sin, 
by means of which he succeeded in casting man out of Eden, shall be the sin by which he himself 
shall be cast wholly out of earth, to deceive the nations no more.”11 
 
I would like to note three things from this text. 
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1. Endless Conflict 
 
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers.” 
The key word is enmity, which means ‘hostility’ or ‘animosity.’ One translation says, ‘I will set 
a feud.’ Another puts it this way, ‘There will be war.’ The New Living Translation says, ‘You 
and the woman will be enemies.’ Note that God himself takes responsibility for this state of 
affairs.”12 
 
“David Shepherd is a biology professor at Southeastern Louisiana University. In an experiment 
he conducted, he put rubber reptiles on or near roads and watched how 22,000 motorists reacted 
to them. They put fake snakes and turtles in places where the drivers would hit them if they 
kept driving straight; they also put the rubber reptiles where drivers had to go out of their way 
to hit them. His conclusion: ‘There are apparently very few animals hit accidentally on the 
highway.’ A couple of examples Shepherd witnessed: A policeman crushed one of the snakes 
with his tires, then stopped and pulled his gun. One woman saw the snake in the road and 
swerved to kill it, then turned around and ran over it five more times.”13 
 

2. Temporary Defeat. 
 
“These beautiful words stand up as roses among the thorns of the fall.”14 

“The subject in this section is אּוה, ‘he,’ a return to the singular, the antecedent of which is still 
 the woman's offspring. This time, however, it is one individual ‘acting as the champion and ,ערזּה
substitute in behalf of all mankind.’ 5 References and illusions to Jesus serving as a single ‘seed’ 
are frequent in both Old and New Testaments. Isaiah 7:14 speaks of the virgin who would bring 
forth a Son who would be named Immanuel. Isaiah 11:1 speaks of the ‘shoot from the stump of 
Jesse.’ Isaiah 53:2 speaks of God's chosen servant growing up ‘like a tender shoot.’ Jeremiah 23:5 
speaks of David's ‘righteous branch,’ as do Zechariah 6:12 and 13. In the New Testament, John 
compares Jesus' death and resurrection and their implications for believers to a kernel of wheat 
failing to the ground, dying, and producing many seeds. And what is probably the most striking 
reference comes from the pen of Paul in Galatians 3:16, ‘The promises were spoken to Abraham 
and to his seed. The Scripture does not say 'and to seeds,' meaning many people, but 'and to 
your seed,' meaning one person, who is Christ.’ Is there any reason to exclude such a use of the 
term here?”15  
 
“Some contend that the Hebrew verb swp (‘bruise’) occurs twice in this verse, but that contextual 
considerations suggest a varied rendering. A man can ‘crush’ a snake’s head, while the snake 
can only ‘bruise,’ or wound, the man’s heel, without the action necessarily being permanent. 
The translation should conform, they suggest, to the nature of the circumstances. Others allege 
that the text actually contains similar, though different, words. Stigers argues that ‘crush’ and 
‘bruise’ represent "a play on two Hebrew words that look alike, as though from the same root. 
But bruise is from suph, whereas crush is from saaph, an allied root (Stigers, 79; see also Harris, 
et al., 912; VanGemeren, 67). Atkinson sums up: ‘Whatever the exact meaning of the verb, the 
picture seems to be clear. To bruise the head is a picture of fatal and final destruction. To bruise 
the heel is a picture of damage, which is neither fatal nor final’ (51). In the final analysis, we 
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must say that the complete biblical picture does reveal a difference in the significance of the 
terms. Christ’s death for human sin was, in effect, a wound rendered by Satan. But the Lord’s 
resurrection, exaltation, and final victory will destroy the devil’s revolting efforts (Rom. 8:20-21; 
1 Cor. 15:26; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14; 1 Jn. 3:8; Rev. 20:10).”16 
 
When our text says “you” will strike “his” heel, it has two-fold reference. First, it refers to the 
fact that in this life Satan sometimes wins the battle. 
 
“That the human race should triumph over the serpent, was a necessary consequence of the 
original subjection of the animals to man.”17 
 

3. Eventual Victory 
 
“’He will crush your head and you will strike his heel.’ Let’s compare these two phrases for a 
moment. First, it’s the heel vs. the head and second, it’s striking vs. crushing. When Jesus died 
on the cross, he delivered a crushing blow to Satan. It was a total mismatch. Heel wounds are 
painful but they don’t kill you. No one survives a crushed head. The Cross was God’s deathblow 
against Satan. It was the payback for the Fall and more besides. Victory belongs to the woman’s 
seed!”18 
 
“Many commentators understand it to refer initially to redeemed humanity and then ultimately 
to Jesus Christ. The ultimate seed of the woman would be Jesus Himself. Therefore, we have in 
Genesis 3:15, the first promise of a Redeemer.”19 
 
“The Hebrew word rendered ‘bruise’ is the same in both clauses. Suitable as it is in its 
application to the ‘crushing’ of a serpent’s head beneath a man’s foot, it is unsuitable as applied 
to the serpent’s attack upon the man’s heel.”20 
 

B. The Punishment of the Woman (3:16) 
 
Eve was to fill the earth. Now pain marks her obedience. 
 

C. The Punishment of the Man (3:17-19) 
 
Adam was to till the earth. Now pain marks his obedience.  
 
IV. Our removal from the Garden (vv. 20-24) 

 
“In staccato fashion, the closing verses of Genesis 3 (vv. 20-24) weave together a number of 
gracious acts of God before he drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden in judgment. 
Nestled in this section is a simple verse: ‘The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and 
his wife, and clothed them’ (v. 21, NASB).1It is easy to read this verse and not give it much 
thought. After all, it is self -explanatory and there is not much elaboration. Additionally, there 
is no explicit mention of this act of God anywhere else later in the Bible. But as I will argue in 
this paper, there is a range of theological significance in this simple act of God.”21 
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(Francis Schaeffer) “Immediately after their rebellion, (Adam and Eve) were now afraid and 
tried to cover themselves. But in verse 21, God took this covering away and gave them a coat of 
skins . . . Probably, these were the first animals to die. This indicates, I believe, that man could 
not stand before God in his own covering. Rather, he needed a covering from God . . . that 
required sacrifice and death—a covering provided not by man but by God. One would want to 
be careful not to press this into dogma . . . but (I believe) that this was the beginning of the Old 
Testament sacrificial system . . . “22  
 
(Keil and Delitzsch) “By selecting the skins of beasts for the clothing of the first (people), and 
therefore causing the death or slaughter of beasts for that purpose, he showed them how they 
might use the sovereignty they possessed over the animals for their own good, and even sacrifice 
animal life for the preservation of humans; so that this act of God laid the foundation for the sacrifices 
. . . Clothed in this sign of mercy, the man was driven out of Paradise, to bear the punishment of 
his sin . . . “23  
 

A. Our work (Gen. 3:7) 
 

• For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; 
And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (Isa. 64:6) 

 

• 4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the 
basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. (Titus 3:4-7) 

 
The very idea that we are able to deliver ourselves from our predicament, originates in the 
Garden with Adam and Eve. Listen to the Human Manifesto II. Hear the echoes of Eden. 
 
“We can discover no divine purpose or providence for the human species. While there is much 
that we do not know, humans are responsible for what we are or will become. No deity will save 
us; we must save ourselves.”24 

 
Friend, this is the serpent’s lie. 
 
Adam and Eve sought to cover their shame and guilt. They “hid” behind their work. Yet, only 
God can answer our shame and guilt. In the great Day of Judgment, when all of humanity stands 
before God and give an account of themselves, if anyone relies on their own work, they are lost. 
Those who are saved look to the work of another. 
 

B. The work of another (Gen. 3:21) 
 
See further Isaiah 61:10 
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1. God initiates  
 
God initiates the action to save sinners from death and hell. He is the one who slayed the animal. 
Through the blood sacrifice, His judgment was addressed and His wrath was appeased. 
 

2. Death reminds  
 
Death is a reminder of our rebellion. We ourselves testify to the Fall. Our own experience shouts 
out and stands as accuser. 
 
“The first mention of death among animals is implied in this provision for man’s clothing. Does 
it contain an allusion to the otherwise unrecorded institution of sacrifice? The Divine sentence 
of punishment is thus followed at once by a Divine act of pity, as if to certify that chastisement 
is inflicted not in anger, but in affection.”25 
 

3. Sinners receive 
 
Accepting the sacrifice as your substitution is the only path leading out. Although it is not 
mentioned, Adam and Eve’s repentance and contrition are assumed. 
 
God’s work in Genesis 3:21 answered their shame and guilt. God alone could cause them not to 
fear His presence. 
 
“The only offering God will accept is that which He provides by the offering of His own Son. 
God provided the perfect sacrifice in His Lamb, but man must appropriate it by faith. ‘By faith 
Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that 
he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still 
speaks’ (Hebrews 11:4).  What will you do with the Lamb of God? By faith, Abel presented His 
sacrifice. Saving faith is believing God’s Word and acting on it. My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus blood and righteousness.”26 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. You are a sinner and you cannot fix your problem. 
2. Jesus is your sinner from sin and death and He alone can fix your problem. 
3. Will you believe the Story written? 

 

1 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/gen3v21.html  
2 http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/darkest-hour.html  
3 http://www.wlsessays.net/files/MillerGenesis.pdf  
4 https://answersingenesis.org/sin/original-sin/lessons-from-the-fall/  
5 http://biblehub.com/sermons/auth/arnot/the_first_promise.htm  
6 http://biblehub.com/sermons/auth/spencer/god%27s_great_patience_not_withstanding_man%27s_provocations.htm  
7 http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-seed-brian-bill-sermon-on-christmas-58403.asp?Page=2  
8 http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/1326.htm  
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9 http://biblehub.com/sermons/auth/mackey/first_things.htm  
10 https://answersingenesis.org/sin/original-sin/lessons-from-the-fall/  
11 http://biblehub.com/sermons/auth/bonar/lessons.htm  
12 http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-seed-brian-bill-sermon-on-christmas-58403.asp?Page=3  
13 http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/stepping-on-satans-head-jeff-strite-sermon-on-jesus-christ-119742.asp  
14 http://www.wlsessays.net/files/MillerGenesis.pdf  
15 http://www.wlsessays.net/files/MillerGenesis.pdf  
16 https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/1571-crushing-the-serpents-head-the-meaning-of-genesis-3-15  
17 Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament on Genesis 3:15. 
18 http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-seed-brian-bill-sermon-on-christmas-58403.asp?Page=3 
19 https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/don_stewart/don_stewart_756.cfm  
20 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Genesis 3:15. 
21 THE THEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE “GARMENTS OF SKIN” IN GENESIS 3.21  Ivan Mesa The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary Louisville, KY  
http://www.academia.edu/9627319/The_Theological_Significance_of_the_Garments_of_Skin_in_Genesis_3.21   
22 Francis Schaeffer, Genesis In Space and Time, p. 105,106. 
23 Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 1, p. 106.  
24 http://americanhumanist.org/Humanism/Humanist_Manifesto_II  
25 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Genesis 3:21. 
26 http://www.abideinchrist.com/messages/gen3v21.html  


