
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 7, 2014 
Title:  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 
Text:  Genesis 1, 2 
Theme: God created a place where He might meet with His people.  
 
Introduction:  
 
In preparation for this study, I came across many who would deny the literalness of this 
narrative. Follow with me as I read such ideology. 
 
“Are the creation stories in Genesis, chapters 1 and 2, meant to convey how God originated 
the universe? These majestic stories should not be understood as historical and scientific 
accounts of origins but as proclamations of basic theological truths about creation. ‘Creation’ in 
Holy Scripture refers to and describes the relationship between God and all God’s wonderful 
works.”1 
 
Friends, I do not believe the primary intent is to teach a six solar day creation, for I believe the 
intent of the narrative is far grander. Nevertheless, with that said, chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis 
do teach a six solar day creation that is both historical and scientific. 
 
The Problem: 
 
Our problem with any story is failing to place it within the grand Story of God. It is only as we 
understand the one Story that all stories have significance. We do not assign significance to our 
stories. God’s Story assigns significance. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. God is before the beginning (v. 1) 
 
There was never a time when God was not. “The narrative begins with a statement assuming 
the Existence of the Deity. It is not a matter for discussion, argument, or doubt.”2 
 
“God did not lack anything in Himself that prompted His creative act.  He wasn't lonely or 
bored.  To say such a thing about Him would be to imply He is not eternally self-sufficient and 
perfect.  But, if God is perfect and doesn't need anything, why would He then create us, the 
ones that have fallen into sin, and the universe in which we live?  What purpose would it serve? 
I suspect the answer lies within God's nature and a few clues spread throughout God's Word.”3 
 
“In the beginning] B’rêshîth: LXX ἐν ἀρχῇ: Lat. in principio. This opening word expresses the 
idea of the earliest time imaginable. It contains no allusion to any philosophical conception of 
“eternity.” The language used in the account of Creation is neither that of abstract speculation 
nor of exact science, but of simple, concrete, and unscientific narrative. The opening words of 
John’s Gospel (ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, Genesis 1:1) are based upon this clause. But, whereas St John 
refers to the Word’s eternal pre-existence before time, the Hebrew writer simply speaks of ‘the 
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beginning’ of the universe as the historic origin of time and space.”4 
  

II. God created the heavens and the earth (vv. 1b-2:3) 
 
The God who is, created a world that reveals His majestic power and wisdom and a world that 
from its inception depends on Him for its sustenance and significance.  
 
“As there never was a time when God did not exist, and as activity is an essential part of His 
being (John 5:17), so, probably, there was never a time when worlds did not exist; and in the 
process of calling them into existence when and how He willed, we may well believe that God 
acted in accordance with the working of some universal law, of which He is Himself the 
author.”5 
 
“Among many places, the Book of Job, chapters 38-42, reveals God’s intimate knowledge of and 
relationship with all of creation, and God’s ecstatic joy in and love for all creatures wild and 
tame. Psalm 104, also, describes God continually giving all living things life, food, and shelter, 
and through the Holy Spirit renewing the face of the earth. God is always making, sustaining, 
renewing, and blessing.”6 
 

a. The heavens are an “ocean” 
 
“How big is the Milky Way? Imagine that our entire Solar System were the size of a quarter. The 
Sun is now a microscopic speck of dust, as are its planets, whose orbits are represented by the 
flat disc of the coin. On this scale, the diameter of our Milky Way galaxy will be about the size 
of the United States! How far away is the nearest star to our sun? In our model, Proxima Centauri 
(and any planets that might be around it) would be another quarter, two soccer fields away. This 
is the typical separation of stars in our part of the galaxy.”7 
 
“How do we know how many galaxies are in our universe? According to the best estimates of 
astronomers there are at least one hundred billion galaxies in the observable universe. They’ve 
counted the galaxies in a particular region, and multiplied this up to estimate the number for 
the whole universe. If you hold up a grain of sand, the patch of sky it covers contains 10,000 
galaxies.”8 
 

b. The earth is an “island” 
 
“What does it mean to say that God creates ‘out of nothing’? This ancient church teaching asserts 
that the Trinity has created this universe out of that which did not previously exist (usually 
expressed by the Latin phrase creatio ex nihilo). Before this act of creation there was, literally, 
no time, space, energy, or substance of any kind. God’s originating act was an exercise of God’s 
will and pleasure, an act of love. This teaching arose from reflections on the whole course of 
biblical revelation about the creation and was not a conclusion drawn from scientific 
observation.”9 
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“Creation, in its strict sense of producing something out of nothing, contains an idea so noble 
and elevated that naturally human language could only gradually rise up to it. It is quite 
possible, therefore, that the word bârâ, ‘he created,’ may originally have signified to hew stone 
or fell timber; but as a matter of fact it is a rare word, and employed chiefly or entirely in 
connection with the activity of God. As, moreover, ‘the heaven and the earth’ can only mean the 
totality of all existent things, the idea of creating them out of nothing is contained in the very 
form of the sentence. Even in Genesis 1:21; Genesis 1:27, where the word may signify something 
less than creation ex nihilo, there is nevertheless a passage from inert matter to animate life, for 
which science knows no force, or process, or energy capable of its accomplishment.”10 
 

III. God created everything in six solar days and rested on the seventh (vv. 3, 5, 8, 19, 23, 
31). 

 
“When Moses, under the inspiration of God, compiled the account of creation in Genesis 1, he 
used the Hebrew word yôm for ‘day’. He combined yôm with numbers (‘first day’, ‘second day’, 
‘third day’, etc.) and with the words ‘evening and morning’, and the first time he employed it 
he carefully defined the meaning of yôm (used in this way) as being one night/day cycle (Genesis 
1:5). Thereafter, throughout the Bible, yôm used in this way always refers to a normal 24–hour 
day.2,3 There is thus a prima facie case that, when God used the word yôm in this way, He intended 
to convey that the days of creation were 24 hours long.”11 
 
“The only meaning which is possible from the Hebrew words used is that the ‘days’ of 
creation were 24–hour days. God could not have communicated this meaning more clearly 
than He did in Genesis 1. The divine confirmation of this, if any is needed, is Exodus 20:9–11, 
where the same word ‘days’ is used throughout:‘Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, not thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the 
sabbath day, and hallowed it.’”12 
 

IV. What God created is very good (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, and 31). 
 
“Behold, it was very good.—This final blessing of God’s completed work on the Friday must 
be compared with the final words of Christ spoken of the second creation, upon the same day 
of the week, when He said ‘It is finished.’ Next we must notice that this world was only good 
until man was placed upon it, but then became very good. This verdict, too, had respect to 
man as a species, and is not therefore annulled by the fall. In spite, therefore, of the serious 
responsibilities attendant upon the bestowal of freewill on man, we believe that the world is 
still for purposes of mercy, and that God not only rejoiced at first, but ‘shall rejoice in His 
works’ (Psalm 104:31).”13 
 
“God saw His work, and behold it was all very good; i.e., everything perfect in its kind, so that 
every creature might reach the goal appointed by the Creator, and accomplish the purpose of 
its existence. By the application of the term ‘good’ to everything that God made, and the 
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repetition of the word with the emphasis ‘very’ at the close of the whole creation, the existence 
of anything evil in the creation of God is absolutely denied, and the hypothesis entirely refuted, 
that the six days' work merely subdued and fettered an ungodly, evil principle, which had 
already forced its way into it. The sixth day, as being the last, is distinguished above all the rest 
by the article - יום הּׁשּׁשי "a day, the sixth" (Gesenius, 111, 2a).”14 
 

V. Genesis 2 develops God’s primary object within creation. 
 
The biblical text provides us several key elements about humanity that set them apart from 
everything else. 
 
First, unlike anything else both male and female were made in the image and likeness of God 
(1:26, 27). Unlike anything else, humanity uniquely and distinctly image God. This does not 
deny the imprint of God all things created carry. Their creation is unique and out of earth (2:7). 
Second, unlike anything else both male and female were to rule over all other created things 
(1:26, 28-30). This “rule” is seen in filling the earth with posterity and stewarding the resources 
created by God for their use and pleasure. This thought is expanded on in 2:15. Everything was 
given to them except one prohibition: Do not eat from the tree of knowledge (2:16, 17). God gives 
a graphic image as to why Eve is Adam’s counterpart in fulfilling this design (2:18-25). In my 
own lifetime, the population of the earth has doubled from 3 billion to over 7 billion. 
Third, it is only after humanity’s creation that the text uses the definite article “the sixth day” 
and says, “It was very good” (1:31). Chapter two will expand on their role within the Garden in 
Eden. 
Fourth, God creates humanity only after He creates a place for them to live (2:8). He places them 
in the Garden.  
Fifth, their role in the Garden was “to cultivate it and keep it” (2:15). Together these two words 
refer to the work of priests. Keeping is to guard it against evil. In this narrative, evil is already 
assumed. Part of the death they experience will be removal from the Garden. Because of the 
sequence (compare 2:15-17 with 2:18-25) it appears Adam was to function in the role of priest. 
What God says to Adam (2:15-17), precedes the formation of Eve (2:18-25). 
Sixth, Eve’s creation is essential and equal to Adam’s (2:18-25). The order exists because Eve 
came from Adam (2:21). 
 
“Genesis 1:1–2:3 provides us with a chronological account of what God did on each of the days 
during the creation week. Genesis 2:4–25 zooms in on day six and shows some of the events of 
that day.”15 
 
“At first glance this seems to be a contradiction because Genesis 1 has the animals and trees 
created prior to the creation of man; however, both issues can be resolved by an understanding 
of the original language and the translation process. The Hebrew word for ‘formed’ in both 
passages is yatsar. The New King James Version (quoted above) translates the verb in its perfect 
form. However, this Hebrew word may also be translated in its pluperfect form. In this case, it 
would read that God ‘had formed’ these creatures, as some other translations have it (e.g. ESV, 
NIV, etc.) For example, Genesis 2:19 in the NIV states:  
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• ‘Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the 
birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them.’ (emphasis 
mine) 

 
This rendering eliminates any problem with the chronology because it refers to what God had 
already done earlier in the creation week. This would mean that the plants (Genesis 2:9) and the 
animals (Genesis 2:19) had already been formed by God earlier in the creation week. William 
Tyndale was the first to translate an English Bible directly from the original languages, and He 
also translated the verb in its pluperfect form. 
 

• And after that the LORD God had made of the earth all manner beasts of the field, and 
all manner fowls of the air, he brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them. 
And as Adam called all manner living beasts: even so are their names. (Tyndale, Genesis 
2:19)”16 

 
Creation serves a distinct purpose. Within the created order, humanity sits in priority above all 
else. God created humanity so they might know and experience the joy He has within Himself 
as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
In Eden, God created a garden and it is in this garden He would meet with Adam and Eve. God 
placed Adam in the garden. Adam was to extend the boundaries of the garden until the garden 
covered the entire earth and he was to fill the every expanding garden with more image bearers. 
 

VI. The whole of the biblical Story expands on and explores the why of Creation. 
 
“Why did God create the world? The short answer that resounds through the whole Bible like 
rolling thunder is: God created the world for his glory. We’ll talk in a moment what that means, 
but let’s establish the fact first. Notice the key verses in Isaiah 43:6b–7, ‘Bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created 
for my glory, whom I formed and made.’ Even if the most narrow meaning here is ‘I brought 
Israel into being for my glory’ the use of the words ‘created,’ ‘formed,’ and ‘made’ are pointing 
us back to the original act of creation. This is why Israel ultimately exists. Because this is why all 
things ultimately exist — for the glory of God. When the first chapter of the Bible says, ‘So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them’ (Genesis 1:27), what is the point? The point of an image is to image. Images are erected to 
display the original. Point to the original. Glorify the original. God made humans in his image 
so that the world would be filled with reflectors of God. Images of God. Seven billion statues of 
God. So that nobody would miss the point of creation. Nobody could miss the point of 
humanity, namely, God. Knowing, loving, showing God. The angels cry in Isaiah 6:3, ‘Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’ It’s full of millions of human 
image bearers. Glorious ruins. But not only humans. Also nature! Why such a breathtaking 
world for us to live in? The Bible is crystal clear about this: ‘The heavens declare the glory of 
God’ (Psalm 19:1). If someone asks, ‘If earth is the only inhabited planet and man the only 
rational inhabitant among the stars, why such a large and empty universe?’ The answer is: It’s 
not about us. It’s about God. And that's an understatement. God created us to know him and 
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love him and show him. And then he gave us a hint of what he is like — the universe. The 
universe is declaring the glory of God and the reason we exist is to see it and be stunned by it 
and glorify God because of it. So Paul says in Romans 1:20–21, 
 

• His invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God. 

 
The great tragedy of the universe is that while human beings were made to glorify God, we have 
all fallen short of this purpose and “exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man” (Romans 1:23) — especially the one in the mirror. This is the essence of 
what we call sin. 
 
So, why did God create the universe? Resounding through the whole Bible — from eternity to 
eternity — like rolling thunder is: God created the world for his glory. When God created the 
world, he did not create out of any need, any weakness, or any deficiency. He created out of 
fullness, strength, and complete sufficiency. The question is not just, ‘Why did God create the 
world?’ but why this world? — why these thousands of years of human history with a glorious 
beginning, and a horrible fall into sin, and a history of Israel, and the coming of the Son of God 
into the world, a substitutionary death, a triumphant resurrection, the founding of the church 
and the history of global missions to where we are today? Why this world? This history? And 
the short answer to that question is, for the glory of God’s grace displayed supremely in the death of 
Jesus. Or to say it more fully: This world — this history as it is unfolding — was created and is 
guided and sustained by God so that the grace of God, supremely displayed in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus for sinners would be glorified throughout all eternity in the Christ-exalting 
joys of the redeemed. Or let’s just keep it short: this world exists for the glory of God’s grace 
revealed in the saving work of Jesus. Which means that Bethlehem is not just a God-centered 
church, but a Christ-exalting church and a gospel-driven church. For us there is an unbreakable 
connection between the glory of God, the glory of grace, the glory of Christ, the glory of the 
cross.”17 
 
On multiple occasions I have said, “God created us so that we might know and experience the 
joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Moreover, this joy is only known and 
experienced in His presence.” How does our joy result in His glory? 
 
There are many occasions when our delight in something resounds to the glory of the one who 
provided such things. For example, let us think about our Thanksgiving meals. When I sit down 
at the table of plenty and eat to the fulfilling of desires, I often speak of how good the meal was 
and thank the one who provided the meal. In that context, my joy in the meal result in the glory 
of the chef. The chef receives glory, as I am satisfied. 
 
God has provided a mean. He invites us to partake. He knows we will joy in the provision. As 
we joy in His provision, He is glorified. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. God created everything. 
2. He created everything so that you might know and experience the joy He has within 

Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
3. Our obedience is for our joy. 

1 http://episcopalscience.org/theology-creation/ this article is actually quite good. However, like many, they dismiss the 

historical and scientific validity of Genesis 1 and 2. 
2 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Genesis 1:1. 
3 http://carm.org/why-did-god-create-us-sin-world  
4 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Genesis 1:1. 
5 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Genesis 1:1. 
6 http://episcopalscience.org/theology-creation/  
7 http://www.cfa.harvard.edu/seuforum/howfar/across.html  
8 http://www.physics.org/facts/sand-galaxies.asp  
9 http://episcopalscience.org/theology-creation/  
10 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Genesis 1:1. 
11 http://creation.com/how-long-were-the-days-of-genesis-1  
12 http://creation.com/how-long-were-the-days-of-genesis-1  
13 Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers on Genesis 1:31. 
14 Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament on Genesis 1:31. 
15 https://answersingenesis.org/contradictions-in-the-bible/do-genesis-1-and-2-contradict-each-other/  
16 https://answersingenesis.org/contradictions-in-the-bible/do-genesis-1-and-2-contradict-each-other/  
17 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/why-did-god-create-the-world 

                                                           


