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Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  November 30, 2014 

Sermon Title: An Introduction to Genesis 

 

Series Title: The Book of Genesis 

Text:  Gen. 1:1, 3:15, 3:21 

Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2014 



1 

 

 

Date:  November 30, 2014 
Title:  An Introduction to Genesis 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: The Book of Genesis sits inside a larger collection of Books called THE 

PENTATEUCH.   
 
Introduction:  
The Bible is often cited as an irrelevant and outdated book, yet its stories sound like today’s 

news.  Listen carefully and see if you cannot pick out the Biblical story behind the event. 

 

In Charleston, South Carolina on July 4, 1996 a local resident offered up his son in a cultic 

ritual slaying.  The assailant was not able to follow through with the slaying claiming, 

“God told me to stop” (Gen. 22). 

 

On May 5, 1995 during the morning service of a local Bible church in Richmond, Virginia 

two brothers fought with the elder killing the younger.  Eyewitnesses report the 

altercation was over personal piety (Gen. 4). 

 

On June 9, 1986 a local woman of Goose Rock, Kentucky broke the law claiming a talking 

lizard (Gen. 3) seduced her. 

 

In Provo, Utah on January 13, 1997 the wives of a polygamist came to blows with each 

other.  It appears personalities flared to such an extent that someone had to leave (Gen. 

21). 

 

In Chicago, Illinois, a family of boys sold their youngest brother into slavery for 45 dollars 

to a group of Japanese businessmen (Gen. 37). 

 

A local man makes good.  It appears that John Frederick Smith was sold into slavery in 

1918 only to become the vice-president of the United States in 1928 (Gen. 41). 

 

As you can see the Bible is as relevant as today’s news and yesterday’s headlines.  Apart from 
its compelling narratives, the book of Genesis forms for the believer an introduction into the 
very mind of God’s doxological purposes.  It is only as we read God’s special record that we 
can begin to understand His immutable purposes.  Thus, let us carefully examine the record 
that cries out from its inspired pages. 
 
Two dominant ideas control how we understand our Bibles and life. This is the meta-narrative.1

 “At its simplest, the word represents a ‘Big Story,’ or a comprehensive explanation of many 
little stories.”2 First, God created so that we might know and experience the joy He has within 
Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. His presence grants fullness of joy and pleasures forever 
more (Ps. 16:11). 
 



2 

 

 

Second, Jesus is the divinely appointed and established means of knowing and experiencing 
this joy. The Bible promises and pictures this as Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) and Blood Picture 
(Gen. 3:21). The entire Storyline of the Bible tells this single Story. Our desire in this study is to 
understand how Genesis fit into this epic tale. 
 
“[Notice the insight offered by Old Testament Scholar John Sailhamer.] He rightly sees that 

one of the major unifying themes in the OT is the hope for a coming deliverer that springs 

from Gen 3:15 and grows into a mighty rushing river as the tributaries of other promises feed 

into the stream of messianic hope across the pages of the Old Testament.”3 

 
Please listen carefully to the astute observation of Biblical scholar Thomas Wright. 
 
“In the Christian canonical Bible there is a single over-arching narrative. It is a story which runs 
from creation to new creation. The great bulk of the story focuses quite narrowly on the fortunes 
of a single family in the Middle East. They are described as the people through whom the creator 
God will act to rescue the whole world. The choice of this particular family does not imply that 
the creator has lost interest in other human beings or the cosmos at large; on the contrary, it is 
because he wishes to address them with his active and rescuing purposes that he has chosen this 
one family in the first place. Even if we were to rearrange the Old Testament canon (adopting 
the normal Jewish order, for example, in which the Prophets precede the Writings, ending with 
2 Chronicles instead of Malachi) we would still be reading a story in search of an ending, in 
which the people chosen to bring the creator’s healing to the world are themselves in need of 
rescue and restoration.”4 
 
My intent is to show you how this works in the Book of Genesis as part of the Pentateuch. Many 
of us are familiar with the stories in the Book of Genesis, but perhaps we do not understand how 
each of the stories is part of the one Story.  For example, many of us are familiar with the Genesis 
Flood or the Tower of Babel, yet few of us see how these stories fit into the Story.  With this in 
mind let us consider the Book of Genesis. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
I. Part One – Understanding the Biblical Storyline 

 
“What is the trickiest problem with discerning the meaning of the Pentateuch? The problem can 
be a simple one. Christians just don't really believe the Old Testament is their Bible in the same 
way the New Testament is. For them the Old Testament teaches the law and the New Testament 
the gospel. The Old Testament is about Israel and the New Testament is about the church. They 
may not say it in so many words, but it's there, especially on those rare occasions when the 
preacher asks them to turn to an Old Testament passage. For them it's like reading someone 
else's mail. They feel they need to ask permission to obey [i.e. guard] its laws. Remember this: 
What we call the ‘Old Testament’ today was the only ‘New Testament’ Jesus and Paul ever had. 
All the evangelism we read about in the book of Acts was the result of the gospel they 
proclaimed from the pages of the ‘Old Testament.’”5 
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To understand the micro [where you and I live] we must understand the macro [or meta-
narrative] of the biblical Storyline. Not only does this meta-narrative control my worldview, but 
it provides the only legitimate hermeneutic in handling the Word of God properly. To make it 
easier, I speak of The Story in Six Acts. 
 
1. God  
“In the Beginning God” (Gen. 1:1) 
2. Creation 
“In the Beginning God created” (Gen. 1:1; Col. 1:15-17; 1 Cor. 8:6) 
3. Rejection 
“You shall not eat . . . She took and ate and He ate” (Gen. 2:15-17; 3:6) 
4. Redemption 
“The LORD God made garments of skin and clothed them” (Gen. 3:15-21) 
5. Re-Creation 
“You Must Be Born Again” (John 3:1-21; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rev. 21:1) 
6. Joy Through Worship 
“Stop weeping, the Lion . . . has overcome” (Rev. 4; 5) 
 
Knowing the overarching meta-narrative enables us to understand our pieces making up our 
stories. It also enables us to understand the two broad categories of the Bible and all of the 
subsections of the Bible. We know the BIG STORY because we have an authoritative written 
record. This authoritative written record is contained exclusively and uniquely in our Bible. 
 
It is with this in mind we will examine the placement of the Pentateuch inside of the greatest 
Story ever told which in turn will enable us to properly handle the message of Genesis. 
 
II. Part Two – Understanding the Biblical Canon 

 
The Bible is a collection of 66 books written over a period of 1500 years by 40 different authors 
from all occupations: shepherds, farmers, tent-makers, physicians, fishermen, priests, 
philosophers and kings all telling a single Story with Jesus at the center. Such consistency, 
cohesiveness, and unification is the result of the Holy Spirit.  Its formation began around 1450 
B.C. (the time of Moses) to about 100 A.D. (following the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ). 
The Story is a running narrative. It has two broad categories. The first broad grouping tells the 
Story under the first testament and the second broad grouping tells the Story under the New 
Testament. We know each grouping by the captions: Old and New Testament.  
 
The idea of a testament is that of a covenant. A covenant is a contract. It is an agreement between 
two parties. The contract is binding and in the case of the Bible, such covenants are 
unconditional. God fulfills the covenant regardless of the recipients’ faithfulness.  
 
The actual languages of the original text are Hebrew and Koine [common] Greek with a little 
Aramaic [A few sections of Ezra (4:8-6:18;7:12-26) and Daniel (2:4b-7:28)]. The categories of the 
Bible and the inclusion of these 66 books is a process called canonization and the final product 
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is the canon. “Canon” is a transliteration from the Greek word “kanon,” meaning, “measuring 
rod.” God through inspiration determines canonicity. The church through the process of 
canonization discovers inspiration. The collection of books we call the New Testament was 
received as canonical in the 4th century AD. The collection of books we call the Old Testament 
was received long before the advent of Christ.  
 
Let us consider the canon of the Bible. 
 
The First Testament has 39 books under five subsections.  
 
The first five are the PENTATEUCH 

• Genesis 
• Exodus 
• Leviticus 
• Numbers 
• Deuteronomy 

 
The second twelve are the HISTORICAL BOOKS [Joshua - Esther], the second five are the 
WISDOM LITERATURE [Job - Song of Solomon], the fourth five are the MAJOR PROPHETS 
[Isaiah - Daniel], and the final twelve are the MINOR PROPHETS [Hosea - Malachi]. 
 
The New Testament has 27 books under five subsections. The first four are the GOSPELS, the 
second subsection is HISTORICAL, the next 13 books are Letters and are from Paul, the next 
seven Letters are GENERAL LETTERS and are non-Pauline, and the final book inside the New 
Testament is APOCALYPTIC or ESCHATOLOGICAL [Revelation]. 
 
Because the Bible came to us in a foreign language, two things had to happen. Either we had to 
learn Hebrew and Greek, or we needed someone to translate the text for us. The fact that we 
have a plethora of English translations is a result of John Wycliffe translating the Bible into 
English in 1382 AD. “William Tyndale’s Bible was the first English language Bible to appear in 
print [1454 A.D. by Johannes Gutenberg who invented the ‘type mold’ for the printing press. It 
was the first book ever printed]. During the 1500s, the very idea of an English language Bible 
was shocking and subversive. This is because, for centuries, [Rome governed the English 
Church,] and church services were by law conducted in Latin. Most people in Europe were 
unable to speak Latin, and so could not understand the Bible directly. The Church therefore 
acted as the mediator between God and the people, with Priests interpreting the bible on behalf 
of their congregations.”6 
 
The thought that we gather as a free people without ecclesiastical or political intrusion 
possessing a Bible in our mother tongue and free to read it and understand it without mediation 
is a miracle. 
 
The Codex Vaticanus, which dates from the first half of the fourth Century. It is located in the 
library of the Vatican in Rome. There are older fragments of the Bible that are still preserved 
however-- the oldest being a tiny scrap of the Gospel of John was found in Egypt, dating back 
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to the beginning of the second century. (It is currently in the Rayland's Library in Manchester, 
England).  
“Corroborating statistics from Wycliffe as of 2013 (portions would combine some projects in 
progress with those with the New Testament and complete Bible) 
 
Number of Languages in the World     6918 
Languages w/o translation (and needing one):  2000+ 
 
Number of languages with Bible portions:   1010 
Number of languages with New Testament: 1294 
Number of languages with entire Bible:    513 
 
Total World Population:     7 billion 
Number of people who speak languages with no translation:  @350 million”7 
 
This is an enormous amount of translations. In comparison, Shakespeare, considered by many 
to be the master writer of the English language, is in 50 languages. 
 
Perhaps it lacks a bit of credibility, but Guinness world records has this to say concerning the 
Bible: 
 
“Although it is impossible to obtain exact figures, there is little doubt that the Bible is the world’s 
best-selling and most widely distributed book. A survey by the Bible Society concluded that 
around 2.5 billion copies were printed between 1815 and 1975, but more recent estimates put the 
number at more than 5 billion. By the end of 1995, combined global sales of Today's English 
Version (Good News) New Testament and Bible (copyright for which is held by the Bible Societies) 
exceeded 17.75 million copies, and the whole Bible had been translated into 349 languages; 2123 
languages have at least one book of the Bible in that language.”8  
 
“Since A.D. 397 the Christian church has considered the canon of the Bible to be complete; if it 
is complete, then it must be closed. Therefore, we cannot expect any more books to be discovered 
or written that would open the canon again and add to its sixty-six books. Even if a letter of Paul 
were discovered, it would not be canonical. After all, Paul must have written many letters 
during his lifetime in addition to the ones that are in the New Testament; yet the church did not 
include them in the canon. Not everything an apostle wrote was inspired, for it was not the 
writer who was inspired but his writings, and not necessarily all of them.”9 
 
“Councils did not create, authorize, or determine the canon. They simply were part of the 
process of recognizing a canon that was already there. This raises an important fact about the 
New Testament canon that every Christian should know.  The shape of our New Testament 
canon was not determined by a vote or by a council, but by a broad and ancient consensus.  This 
historical reality is a good reminder that the canon is not just a man-made construct.  It was not 
the result of a power play brokered by rich cultural elites in some smoke filled room.  It was 
the result of many years of God’s people reading, using, and responding to these books.”10 
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III. Part Four – Understanding the Pentateuch in Particular 
 

“Pentateuch (Gk., penta, ‘five’, + teuchos, ‘book’). The first five books of the Hebrew Bible, also 

known as Torah (for Hebrew names see each book): Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy. The Pentateuch contains the history of the Jewish people from the creation of the 

world until the death of Moses. Traditionally it was believed to be a single document revealed 

by God to Moses and written down by him. The entire Pentateuch is divided into fifty-four 

sections (Sedarot) and one section is read each week in the synagogue, concluding on Shemini 

Atzeret. The text is written on a Scroll which is dressed and kept in the Synagogue Ark. The 

Pentateuch, as the written law of the Jewish people and the ultimate source of the oral Law, is 

often known as the Torah, and thus the Scroll as the Torah Scroll.”11 

 
“The word Pentateuch is a Greek term meaning "five scrolls" and refers to the five scrolls which 
comprise the Torah and which also comprise the first five books of the Christian Bible. These 
five books contain a variety of genres and were constructed from source material created over 
the course of millennia. It is unlikely that these five books were originally intended to be five 
books at all; instead, they were probably considered all one work. The division into five separate 
volumes is believed to have been imposed by Greek translators. Jews today divide the text into 
54 sections called parshiot. One of these sections is read each week of the year (with a couple of 
weeks doubled up).”12  
 
“The form of Torah is that of a narrative, from the beginning of God's creating the world, 
through the beginnings of the people of Israel, their descent into Egypt, the giving of the Torah 
at Mt. Sinai, and ends with the death of Moses, just before the people of Israel cross to the 
promised land of Canaan. Interspersed in the narrative are the specific teachings (religious 
obligations and civil laws) given explicitly (i.e. Ten Commandments) or implicitly embedded 
in the narrative (as in Exodus 12 and 13 laws of the celebration of Pesach (passover). The 
Hebrew names for the books of the Torah are derived from their respective incipits; the 
common English names for the books are derived from the Greek Septuagint and reflect the 
essential theme of each book:”13 
 

• Genesis: "origin" (Hebrew: Bereshit - "In the beginning") 
• Exodus: "going out" (Hebrew: Shemot - "Names") 
• Leviticus: "relating to the Levites" (Hebrew: Vayikra, - "And he called") 
• Numbers: numbering of the Israelites (Hebrew: Ba Midbar - "In the wilderness") 
• Deuteronomy: "second law" (Hebrew: D'varim - "Words") 

 
Genesis 
Genesis begins with the so-called "primeval history" (Genesis 1–11), the story of the world's 
beginnings and the descent of Abraham. This is followed by the story of the three patriarchs 
(Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), Joseph (Genesis 12–50) and the four matriarchs (Sarah, Rebekah, 
Leah and Rachel). God gives to the patriarchs a promise of the land of Canaan, but at the end 
of Genesis the sons of Jacob end up leaving Canaan for Egypt due to a regional famine. They 
had heard that there was a grain storage and distribution facility in Egypt. 
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Exodus 
Exodus begins the story of God's revelation to his people Israel through Moses, who leads them 
out of Egypt (Exodus 1–18) to Mount Sinai. There the people accept a covenant with God, 
agreeing to be his people in return for agreeing to abide by his Law. Moses receives the Torah 
from God, and mediates His laws and Covenant (Exodus 19–24) to the people of Israel. Exodus 
also deals with the first violation of the covenant when the Golden Calf was constructed 
(Exodus 32–34). Exodus concludes with the instructions on building the Tabernacle (Exodus 
25–31; 35–40). 
 
Leviticus 
Leviticus begins with instructions to the Israelites on how to use the Tabernacle, which they 
had just built (Leviticus 1–10). This is followed by rules of clean and unclean (Leviticus 11–15), 
which includes the laws of slaughter and animals permissible to eat (see also: Kashrut), the 
Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16), and various moral and ritual laws sometimes called the 
Holiness Code (Leviticus 17–26). Leviticus 26 provides a detailed list of rewards for following 
God's commandments and a detailed list of punishments for not following them. 
 
Numbers 
Numbers tells how Israel consolidated itself as a community at Sinai (Numbers 1–9), set out 
from Sinai to move towards Canaan and spied out the land (Numbers 10–13). Because of 
unbelief at various points, but especially at Kadesh Barnea (Numbers 14), the Israelites were 
condemned to wander for forty years in the desert in the vicinity of Kadesh instead of 
immediately entering the Promised Land. Even Moses sins and is told he would not live to 
enter the land (Numbers 20). At the end of Numbers (Numbers 26–35) Israel moves from 
Kadesh to the plains of Moab opposite Jericho, ready to enter the Promised Land. 
 
Deuteronomy 
Deuteronomy is a series of speeches by Moses on the plains of Moab opposite Jericho. Moses 
proclaims the Law (Deuteronomy 12–26), gives instruction concerning covenant renewal at 
Shechem (Deuteronomy 27–28) and gives Israel new laws (the "Deuteronomic Code)".[12] At 
the end of the book (Deuteronomy 34) Moses is allowed to see the Promised Land from a 
mountain, and then dies. The text emphasizes that no one knows where Moses was finally 
buried (34:6). Knowing that he was nearing the end of his life, Moses had appointed Joshua his 
successor, bequeathing to him the mantle of leadership. Soon afterwards Israel begins the 
conquest of Canaan. 
 
What are the Books in the Pentateuch? 
The five books of the Pentateuch are:  

• Genesis ("creation") 
• Exodus ("departure") 
• Leviticus ("concerning the Levites") 
• Numbers 
• Deuteronomy ("second law") 
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• The Pentateuch consists of the first five books of the OT: Genesis, Exodus Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy 

• The term “Pentateuch” comes from the Greek term pentáteuchos meaning “five-volumed 
(book) after the Jewish designation, “the five-fifths of the law.”14 

• The Jews called it “Torah” (instruction) which is often rendered in English by “Law” 
(Matt 5:17; Luke 16:17; Acts 7:53; 1 Cor 9:8) 

• Although each book is a unit, together they form a larger unit and unity 

• These five books form a backbone for the rest of the OT and NT theologically (Deut 
26:5-10; Josh 24:2-13; Acts 13:17-41) 

• The books contain a chronological and theological progression:15 
The Pentateuch: The founding of the Theocracy--the re-establishment of God’s rule on 
earth through man over evil and over all creation 

 

• Genesis: The origins behind the founding of the theocracy--the promised blessing 
of the seed in the land and of all peoples through the seed 

• Exodus: The redemptions of the seed of Abraham out of bondage and the 
formation of this people to be a nation with a constitution 

• Leviticus: Israel’s culture is established by providing a manual of ordinances to 
help with their needs when approaching God who is going to live among His 
people in holiness (Lev 26:11-12) 

• Numbers: YHWH orders Israel’s walk (the military arrangement, census of the 
tribes, transport of the sacred palladium), but Israel disrupts YHWH’s order; 
Nevertheless, the promised blessing cannot be frustrated from within or from 
without 

• Deuteronomy: The reconstitution of the nation under YHWH to enter the land 
through a covenant renewal in legal-prophetic form 

 
The Pentateuch is also tied around the two-fold narrative character of narrative interspersed 
with blocks of legal material. La Sor et al consider this to be connected with the genre of the 
suzerain-vassal treaty form which combines history (the historical prologue) and law (in the 
stipulations).16 
 

• Genesis begins in the Garden 

• Ends in Egypt 

• Exodus begins in Egypt 

• Ends at Sinai 

• Leviticus begins at Sinai 

• Ends at Sinai 

• Numbers begins at Sinai 

• Ends at the River 

• Deuteronomy begins at the River 

• Ends at the River 
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IV. Part Five – Understanding Genesis 
 
A. WHO WROTE THE BOOK? 

 
1. Internal Evidence 

 
In Deuteronomy 31:9, 24-30 God tells us that Moses was the human author and orator of the 
laws.  Joshua 1:7, 8 we have Joshua himself affirming Mosaic authorship for the entire 
Pentateuch. 
 

2. External Evidence 
 

In John 5:46, 47; 7:19 and Luke 24:27, 44, Jesus clearly declares Moses as the one who wrote down 

the Law.  Paul also asserts Mosaic authorship to the Law (Romans 10:5 [See also Mark 12:26; 

Luke 2:22; John 7:23]). 

 

B. WHEN WAS THE BOOK WRITTEN? 

 

The author penned the words of the book long after the recorded events transpired.  Here are 
several dates with the appropriate historical figure.  By noting the following dates we are 
provided with a historical border in which the events of Genesis are found. 
 

Abraham (2165-1990 BC) 

Isaac (2065-1885 BC) 

Jacob (2005-1858 BC) 

Joseph (1914-1804 BC) 

 
Since Moses does not enter the picture until 1525 BC, one can see the enormous amount of time 
elapsing between the actual writing of the record and the events themselves.  What is equally 
interesting is the time lapse between Genesis 1-11 and Genesis 12-50.  Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of years passed between the two chapters and yet Moses was able to accurately 
record the event to guarantee its correctness! 
 

C. WHEN DID THE EVENTS TAKE PLACE?  

 

Based on the chronological structure of the book chapters 1-11 deal with primeval (earliest ages) 

history and chapters 12-50 deal with patriarchal (Fathers of the Hebrew race) history. 

 
In looking at the historical setting for the first eleven chapters you can note the creation of all 
things.  The account as found in chapters one and two rule out both evolution and theistic 
evolution.  The fall of humanity into sin is found in chapter three and explains the innate 
“badness” of all humanity.  Chapters six through ten give us the story of the great flood which 
destroyed the world thus explaining the fossil record as well as the extinction of dinosaurs and 
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the creation of such geographical marvels as the Grand Canyon.  Chapter eleven gives the 
account of man’s further rebellion against God and the dispersion of humanity through the 
diversification of languages. 
 

Chapter twelve provides the origin of the Hebrew race with the three patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob.  Genesis concludes with Joseph, who is one of the twelve sons of Jacob, in Egypt.   

 

It is absolutely crucial that one studies the Bible in its historical context.  There is a prevailing 

mindset that the Scripture operates outside of normal history.  There was no historical vacuum 

during the days of God’s activity neither with the Biblical narrative nor with the nation of Israel.   

 

D. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK?  

 

In a word the book addresses “beginnings.”  The name "genesis" means "beginnings."  The 

word “genesis” is the title given to it by the Septuagint (a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible), 

derived from the heading of its ten parts ([he biblos geneseos]2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 

25:19; 36:1; 37:2). 

 
Merrill F. Unger notes how "Genesis is the indispensable introduction to the entire Bible, the 

foundation of all revealed truth."17  It is a book of beginnings, of origins.  Truth as we know it 

finds its inception in the book of Genesis.   

  

It is interesting to see how the first eleven chapters deal with thousands of years of history in a 

very condensed fashion.  Beginning with chapter twelve God begins to deal with an individual 

through whom a mighty nation is birthed and ultimately His Son. 

 

Genesis establishes the storyline for the entire Bible. 

 

E. AN OUTLINE FOR GENESIS 
 

Outlines act as road maps within any given book.  The structure of the book must be accurate, 

but the words used to describe the structure can be changed.  The outline suggested for 

Genesis, if learned, will guide the reader through the various stories and give them an excellent 

grasp of the material. 

 

The outline for Genesis is very apparent.  There are two primary subjects that divide the book 

into two distinct divisions.  Within each division there are four primary events or people.  The 

first division is marked by four events.  Four people mark the second division.  Please note the 

following outline.  
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1. Events from Primeval history (1-11) 
 
a. Creation, 1,2 ([age?/literal] the stage where God’s glory will be displayed) 
b. Fall, 3,4 (Gen. 3:15, 21 [humanity’s rebellion against God]) 
c. Flood, 5-9 (the conflict between the woman’s seed and that of the serpent) 
d. Tower Of Babel 10,11 (humanity’s attempt to overthrow the rule of God) 

 
2. Events from Patriarchal history (12-50) 

 
The “issue” is not the nation of Israel.  Israel is the womb in which the Seed Promise is 
carried. 
 

a. Abraham (given the seed promise in 12:1-3) 

• The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Why – violates Seed Promise) 

• Lot and his daughters (Gen. 19:30ff) 
b. Isaac (He is according to seed promise; Gen. 22) 
c. Jacob (what a rascal – two wives; 13 kids) 
d. Joseph (preserves the seed promise) 

• Judah and Tamar – Gen. 38 
 

F. KEY DOCTRINAL IDEAS IN GENESIS 
 
There are two key doctrinal truths taught in the book of Genesis. 

 
1. God is the creator of all things 

 
“Standing serenely above all these vital, defining ideas, though, is the book’s portrayal of one 
God who alone creates and rules all that has been created.”18 
 
The why of creation is answered in the Garden. God created so that His creation would know 
and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This joy is only 
known and experienced in His presence. 
 
Genesis leaves no doubt in the reader’s mind concerning the origin, purpose and destiny of 
creation.  God has a plan that is undaunted by the affairs of man.  “In Genesis God is the 
ultimate cause of all things, including man.  As the Creator of intelligence and order, He has 
both method and purpose in all aspects of creation.  The universe and man, as well as the 
created order and history, are not happenstances.  They are the result of His purposes and His 
divine plan of the ages conceived in eternity.”19 
 

2. God is the controller of all things 
 

What God creates He controls.  Creation is not spinning out of control.  There is a purpose and 

reason behind all things.  Life is not fatalistic, but meaningful and abundant.  God is 

continuously involved in your life. 
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The journey flowing from the very beginning is marked by God for the purpose of our joy and 

His glory. 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
The Story is all about God.  It is not a story celebrating the wonder of man, but the glory of God. 
 

“Salvation is an act of man and not an act of God.  Man damned himself and man must 
save himself, if he ever is saved.  He will save himself to the exact degree that he stops 
damning himself.”20   

 
Friends, we must abandon our attempts, like Adam and Eve, to save ourselves.  We must look 
to the provision of God in the Lamb of God to save us from our rebellion against Him.  May 
God open our hearts and minds to receive the Seed Promise. 
 

• FRIENDS, God tells a single Story and at the center of this Story is Jesus. 

• God created you so you might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

• This HISTORY tells how God brings you into His joy. 

• Learn to see Jesus in all of life. 
 

1 “Metanarrative or grand narrative or mater narrative is a term developed by Jean-François Lyotard to mean a 
theory that tries to give a totalizing, comprehensive account to various historical events, experiences, and social, 
cultural phenomena based upon the appeal to universal truth or universal values. In this context, the narrative is a 
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that claims to explain various events in history, gives meaning by connecting disperse events and phenomena by 
appealing to some kind of universal knowledge or schema. The term grand narratives can be applied to a wide 
range of thoughts which includes Marxism, religious doctrines, belief in progress, universal reason, and others.”  
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Metanarrative  
2 http://www.postmodernpreaching.net/the-biblical-metanarrative.html  
3 http://www.sbts.edu/resources/files/2014/07/SBJT-V14-N.2-Hamilton.pdf  
4 http://www.biblicaltheology.ca/blue_files/The%20Book%20and%20the%20Story.pdf THE BOOK AND THE 
STORY, N. T. Wright, (From The Bible in TransMission, Summer 1997). 
5 http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/januaryweb-only/12-11.0.html  
6 http://www.bl.uk/learning/timeline/item101093.html  
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8 http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records-1/best-selling-book-of-non-fiction/  
9 https://bible.org/seriespage/7-bible-holy-canon-scripture#P508_107520  “In a.d. 367 the Thirty-ninth Paschal 
Letter of Athanasius contained an exact list of the twenty-seven New Testament books we have today. This was 
the list of books accepted by the churches in the eastern part of the Mediterranean world. Thirty years later, in 
a.d. 397, the Council of Carthage, representing the churches in the western part of the Mediterranean world, 
agreed with the eastern churches on the same list. These are the earliest final lists of our present-day canon. 
http://www.biblicaltraining.org/library/canon-scripture-wayne-grudem  
10 http://michaeljkruger.com/ten-basic-facts-about-the-nt-canon-that-every-christian-should-memorize-8-the-nt-
canon-was-not-decided-at-nicea-nor-any-other-church-council/  
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13 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah  
14 La Sor, Hubbard, Bush, Old Testament Survey,54.  
15 This material is modified from Allen P. Ross’ “An Outline for The Theology of the Hebrew Psalter,” 3-4, and 
class notes from Elliott E. Johnson. La Sor et al make a good observation when they write, “The Pentateuch thus 
has two major divisions:  Gen. 1-11 and Gen. 12-Deut. 34.  The relation between them is one of question and 
answer, problem and solution; the clue is Gen. 12:3” (OTS, 57). 
16 La Sor et al, OTS, 59 n. 7.  
17 Unger's Bible Handbook, 36. 
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